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PREFACE. 


T HAD finished, towards the end of 1778, 
the Picture of Paris, which I had begun 
in 1761, and which formed twelve vo- 
lumes; 1 imagined that I had said every 
thing, at least every thing that I knew re- 
specting this city, on which the eyes of the 
whole world are continually fixed; and 
little thought of returning to this subject, 
when a revolution, the remembrance of 
which will never perish, or cease to influ- 
ence the destinies of mankind, overthrows 
at once the manners of a peaceable nation, 
changes its habits, its laws, its customs, its 
police, its government, its religion, and in- 
spires it alternately with the most heroic 
courage and the most cowardly ferocity. 

A 2 How 



How august ! ho^abjcCn Isow imjx fuou^ ! 
how patient ! Tliis city must necessarily 
be divided into two J^stinct classes ; the one 
throwing itself with generous ardour into 
the arms of liberty, intrepid, iinmcible — 
such were the people of the fourteenth of 
July and the tenth of August; the other, 
cringirrg, rapacious, and cruel, watching to 
seize on and appropriate to themselves the vic- 
tories of the republicans; holding themselves 
forth as the most pure, the most clear- 
sighted, and most decided patriots, while 
they were only grasping at poncr and 
riches. The valorous republicans were go- 
verned by these sycophants, who, hid- 
ing themselves in every season of dan- 
ger, rushed impudently forward wluar it 
was past, to precipitate the people into 
crimes, and put themselves at the head of 
executioners. Thus the intrc])itl warrior, 
the laborious functionary, every honest and 
peaceable citizen, has been deceived and 
alji.:.^cd by demagogues, wlio assumed the 
tone ot liberty to rend r it odious and cxr-- 
crable, and wiio would he only horrible in 
the eyes of posterity as monsic s, if they had 
not been likewise criminal through corrnp- 



PREFACE. 


V 


tion ; for the greater part acted in'- implicit 
obedience to the suggestions, and fury of our 
coalesced enemies. 

Tltc greatest of all miracles is, that this 
suptTb city still exists. The plan of attack, 
which was to have taken place at Versailles, 
against the national assembly' and against 
Paris, is oik' of the most horrilde projects 
which was ever conceived in the cabinet of 
a perjured king and a corrupt('d court. 
The city would have been sacked, given up 
to pillagi*, and reduced to the third of its 
population, while despotiMii, with its arms 
<hed in blood, would have hovered over its 
ruins, d'he courage of the Parisians, jheir 
union, aiul the unexpected favour of for- 
tune, struck pale that liomicidal court. 
'I'he king had indeed fixed in his hat the 
national cockade, the signal of victory and 
of regeneration ; but with the secret inten- 
tion of immediately tearing it away, aided 
by surrounding monarchs, to whom he 
would have given up the frontiers of France, 
on condition that he should remain in 
peaceable possession, within the precincts of 
his palace, of his valets, his hounds, his no<^ 
bility, and his parliament. 


The 
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The counter-revolution begun under his 
auspices, from the day that he returned to 
Versailles, wearing the national cockade, 
which he had saluted before the people at 
one of the windows of the Hotel de Ville. 
Every thing which was afterwards done was 
done in hatred of the revolution, and of the 
taking of the Bastille. 

Paris was the theatre, to which the agents 
of the respective governments of Europe 
repaired to consummate the plans of their 
hypocrisy. Every day some part of their 
projects was put into execution ; and it is 
the province of history alone to enumerate, 
under . how many masks traitors of every 
complexion and of every rank have more 
or less deceived the credulity of the repub- 
licans : to make them the assassins of each 
other was the whole secret of the coalesced 
powers. 

The plan was obvious, but the passions 
were ardent, and the Interest of the whole 
was thwarted by the interests of different 
parties. The natural impetuosity of the 
French promoted the designs of their ene- 
mies. 
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mies, and a sort of inconstancy entangled 
them in a contrariety of ideas, and some- 
times pushed them ignorantly on to mea- 
sures directly opposite to those which they 
intended. 

The vanity of the leaders provoked a 
continued war of opposition among the peo- 
ple, and the scaffolds were levelled by those 
who had erected them ; not froi^ a regard 
to humanity, but by the ardent jealousy of 
despotic power. The republicans have 
risen triumphant from amidst those piles of 
carcasses, whose mouths, though dumb, 
seem expressively to murmur, “ Whoever 
has willed the republic, whoever has suffer- 
ed it, has been the victim of calumny and 
murder.” 

The 13th of Vendemiaire, which was 
only the repetition of the 31st of May, was 
to have witnessed the ruin of the republican 
party. A new miracle saved it. The Pa- 
risians were never more deceived than on 
that fatal day, and they cruelly expiated 
their error. The 1 8th of Fructidor was the 
triumph of tlie republican party. Paris re- 
mained 
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niained calm, and the royalist conspirators 
were crushed. The Parisians were saved 
that day from the horrors of a counter-revo- 
lution, the consequences of which would 
have been incalculable. They seem no 
longer disposed to follow the standard of 
sedition ; they turn their eyes towards those 
brave armies which are defending the coun- 
try, and feel at length, that their own pre- 
cincts do not alone constitute that country ; 
they give themselves up to fCtC';, to pleasure, 
and the love of the line arts ; they have 
perhaps sutVered too much to cherish the 
word repuhliCf but they are republicans 
without knowing it, and instinct will goad 
them on, sooner or later, towards greatness 
truly national ; they w'ill then ruminate 
at times with complacency on llu; triumphs 
of our armies and the hatred of Europe 
towards us, which is only a disguised ho- 
mage to so many splendid actions ; every 
sentiment will inscnsil>ly lead them to for- 
get the words monarchy^ and grands 

seigneurs. 

The taste for pleasures and enjoyments, 
which arc to be found only in Paris, will 

fmallv 
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linally extinguish that counter-revolutionary 
ferment which has been so industriously 
kept up by the hostile powers. These fo- 
reigners have been hitherto lavish of their 
gold ; but the Parisian feels that it w’ould be 
so easy for the government to re-act an 
18 th of Pructidor, that they will not put 
themselves again iii the way of making the 
experiment. The government exhibited 
itself on that day with all the pomp of 
power, and every one exclaimed, Here 
is the government ! we must at length con- 
h’ss it ; and let it be respected !” 

"Whatever seems hazardous, though it be 
not really so, is almost always wise; the 
reason is, that there is nothing in the world 
which has not its critical moment, and the 
ma'Jtershlp of prudence is to know and seize 
that moment. Prudence even commands 
us at such times to consult nothing but for- 
tune. The greatest dangers which can 
present themselves have their charms, pro- 
vided we have some glimpse of great advan- 
tage in the perspective of success ; but com- 
mon dangers present nothing but horrors, 

and 
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and the struggle is not worth the pains of the 
undertaking. 

Great political aflairs have a point of 
maturity, which must be waited for, and 
which it is dangerous to forestall ; but when 
this point of maturity discovers itself, he 
who calculates the consequences with too 
much scrupulosity is not made for govern- 
ment. Your most dangerous enemy in 
such an important crisis, is often he whose 
alliance would be most useful to you. 
What address is necessary at such a mo- 
ment, to know how to conquer without his 
assistance ? 

To do your enemy less evil than that 
which he seems to fear ; to succeed as much 
by the faults of an opposite party, as by the 
wisdom of your own, is the true art of go- 
verning; it is performing in politics the 
wonderful operations of those machines in 
physics, which the people imagine to be 
the fruit of complicated labours, and which 
are only the result of an ingenious but very 
rimple mechanism. 


The 
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The government has again shewn itself; 
and though it displayed at first a terrible 
physiognomy, has assumed a mild and eom- 
plaeent aspect, and gained universal admi- 
ration. Would tlic governors arm them- 
selves with new powers? Let them place 
moderation and humanity by their side; 
these virtues affect every man ; for punish- 
ments are made to ameliorate, not to de- 
stroy : what would be rigour at other times, 
seems only justice at present. 

The government has shewn itself after 
so many years of anarchy, and the sage 
and the politician, the weak and the igno- 
rant, the friend of his country and the 
friend of his own pleasures, every one 
who cherishes glory or loves repose, will 
repeat with joy, from the bottom of his 
heart. There is now a government, and to 
make use of a common phrase, ** This is 
what we must shew to Europe, and even to 
France.” 

That person would be endowed with 
singular penetration who should discover 
the particular cause of revolutions; it is 

simply 
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simply the ripeness of things and of events. 
Many moral and metaphysical elements 
may concur, but it is an action purely 
physical which always determines the 
crisis. 

Our republic, agitated, tormented, lace- 
rated in its infancy by triiimviral, decem- 
viral, and dictatorial tyrannies, is firmly ro- 
bust, since it has resi'^ted every cfl'ort of 
anarchy. I have no apprehension for its 
fate but from the infinitesimals^ by which I 
mean that multitude of little authorities, 
which, from being loo multiplied, trans- 
form regulations into august laws, and sim- 
ple offices of inspection into chambers of 
inquisition. 

The republic is surrounded by too many 
mining worms ; and, under jiretcnce of es- 
tablishing public order, the individual free- 
man is stung by loo great a number of in- 
sects. Let us have general and majestic 
laws, and few regulations, which grow up 
into laws as disastrous for public happiness 
as tlie first arc useful! Upon the whole, 
the word liberty^ strongly zailled and pro- 
nounced. 
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noil need, has always rendered a people free. 
The Trench, and especially the Parisian, 
has only formally to will independance and 
prosperity. Let Jiim do as much for li- 
berty, as he has done for the counter-revo- 
lution ; let him listen no longer to the 
voice of him who calls himself the friend 
of the people^ but of him who is so in re- 
ality. 

It would be difficult at present to deter- 
mine what is the prevailing opinion. Indi- 
vidual opinion has an obstinacy peculiar to 
itself. From the infinite divisions in society, 
there is no longer any public opinion ; but 
the opinion of the least numerous, that of 
sensible men, who feel the necessity of a 
strong government, will become by degrees 
the predominant. The people have too 
long been prevented from understanding 
each other by the change in the signifi- 
cation of words. The Parisian is afraid of 
the abuse of words, and suffers things to 
proceed. Besides almost the whole code 
of morality having been attacked, they 
wait till the system of the legislature be 

quite 
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quite perfected ; and the fear of failure, and 
of being Worse situated, will concur' in do- 
ing good. If a new crisis take place, the 
class of good citizens would be the prey of 
the wicked ; wise men would be under the 
controul of fools ; honest and enlightened 
men would be the dupes of knaves and 
blockheads ; and through such trials no one 
would wish to pass. Wc have seen in de- 
mocracy, public liberty endangered by po- 
pularity i and we fear both democracy and 
popularity, because they are very near 
neighbours to ochlocracy. 

How can it have been imagined that we 
could ascend the stream of events ? The 
more tremendous the fall of the throne has 
been, the more impossible it is to raise it up 
again. The principal hope of the royalists 
has been in those energumenes, who, with- 
out talents, prudence, or choice in their 
measures, have precipitated the car of the 
revolution instead of conducting it ; and 
who have taken the reins from more able 
hands, to place them in those of mer. intoxi- 
cated or frantic. In assuming the title of 

patriots 
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patriots par excellence^ the royalists imagined 
that they aided most efficaciously their own 
secret views. 

They indeed soon came to a good under- 
standing with each other ; and it was justly 
observed, that “ the white cockade had fixed 
itself on the bonnet rouge.” This is the 
reason why so many crimes were committed 
in the name of the revolution, and why so 
many witnesses remained passive spec- 
tators. 

As the mud of Paris is a mud quite pecu- 
liar, on account of the heterogeneous parts 
which form the mixture, so the populace of 
a great city, who are not its natives, and 
which flock from all parts, is a populace 
without a name. On this populace the 
factions built all their projects ; and Danton, 
the evil genius of France, put it in fermen- 
tation. After him, the chiefs of parties have 
made their instruments of this infernal herd, 
from whence issued the Heberts, the Chau- 
mettes, tlie Ronsins, and the atrocious mem- 
bers of the rebel commune of Paris. It was 
tins populace that constantly surrounded the 

scaffolds. 
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scaflblds, and which, never wearied with the 
spectacle, fatigued even the authors of these 
bloody tragedies, and formed the horrible 
commentary of this phrase of Montaigne, 
which they fully and dreadfully exempli- 
fied, The populace in every country rip up 
carcases, and plunge their lumds in blood to 
the clboics. 

But has not aristocracy, it may be re- 
torted, had also its Chouans, its horrible 
Chouans? It has; but the executioners 
which aristocracy purchased were the same 
which had been already sold to the Robe- 
spierrists. • Aristocracy has reared its tenfold 
furies only among this populace, the scourge 
of every government, and the ferocious in- 
strument of every party. 

Times of revolutions arc productive of 
many great adtions and few great men. 
Concurrence of talents shades their splendor, 
and there is no giant in all these great poli- 
tical commotions. Evciy thing is done in 
tlic name of the whole; and those who raise 
themselves a little above the rest are bro- 
ken one after the other by the impetuous 
shock of events. 


-Weak 
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Weak men had said, that in revolutions we 
must never look behind us. This is a very 
false maxim. Revolutions are carried on 
and finished by those who measure and 
compare what has been done, and what 
remains to do; and the moral virtues be- 
come so much more necessary, as all ideas 
of their existence have been lost, and inju- 
rious denominations, that is to say, words de- 
void of sense, become sentences of death, 
which hover over the heads of citizens most 
jealous of the liberty and happiness of their 
country. 

The mass of those insignificant phrases, 
and especially those which were the most 
unintelligible, have been the cement of pri- 
sons and scaffolds. Party chiefs have ven- 
tured to make use of them with success, 
which evinces that in an enlightened na- 
tion the greatest number of individuals are 
unenlightened, and that private calamities 
are a mere theatrical exhibition to those who 
are not personally affedted by them at the 
moment. 

VOL. I. a To 
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To paint such various contrasts we must 
have an historian like Tacitus, or a poet like 
Shakspcarc. If a Tacitus or Shakspeare 
appeared during my life, I should say to 
him, “ Form thy own idiom, for thou hast 
“ to describe w'hat has never been seen, man 
“ touching at the same moment the extremes 
“ of ferocity and of human greatness. If 
in tracing so many barbarous scenes thy 
“ stile is ferocious, it w'ill only be more 
“ true, more picturesque ; shake off the 
“yoke of syntax; if it be necessary, that 
“ thou mightest be better understood, oblige 
us to translate thee; shackle us not with 
“ the pleasure, but with the pain of read- 
“ ing thee.” 

I do not indeed think that our language 
can exist much longer without throwing off 
those chains with w'hich a gratuitous tirni- 
dity has enthralled us; amidst so many 
new and astonishing spectacles, if the style 
remain enslaved, they will be transmitted 
neither to the admiration nor the horror of 
posterity. But wiiy should they not? Has 
not the ambitious demagogical multitude, 
amidst the revolutionary tempest, already 

coined 
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coined a language calculated to deceive 
and seduce the crowd? I have heard it 
bellowed in my ears, “ Let the French 
“ perish, provided liberty triumph!” I 
have heard, I solemnly declare, this excla- 
mation in a section of Paris, ** Yes, I would 
“ seize my head by the hair, I would cut it 
“ off, and offering it to the despot, would 

say to him. Tyrant^ behold the head of a 
freeman!’* This sublime of extravagance 
was fitted for the mob ; it was understood ; it 
succeeded; and shall we not' form a language 
to transmit to our remotest posterity these in- 
credible moral and political phaenomenon, 
which fixed with so lengthened an astonish- 
ment our looks and our understandings. 

The world has spoken very differently of 
my Pifture of Paris. I found pleasure in 
writing it; I sought for truth in every thing. 
This is all my answer. Let me be permit- 
ted, since I have undergone so many un- 
just criticisms, and have been the subject of 
so much satire for having composed an use- 
ful and agreeable work; let me be permitted 
to transcribe the judgment of a writer who 
has received both the book and the author 
a 2 into 
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into his friendship, who has he6n the trans- 
lator of the work, and' who has di^layed 
for me that zeal which entourages the writer,, 
and consoles him for the injustice of his 
contemporaries. The following is a transla- 
tion from the German extract of the Citizen 
Cramer*. I will never blot out- praises, 
because my literary career is not finished, 
and because I shall re-peruse them in order 
to render myself worthy of the panegyric. 

** If d’Alembert, though a foreigner, has 
been honoured in Germany, amidst the sa- 
cred wood of gratitude and friendship, with 
a simple but lasting monument for the essay 
entitled. On Men of Letters and the Greats 
I venture to say that Mercier, for the chap- 


* The passage clt^d is' in a book of Charles Frederick Cra* 
mer, entitled, Menschiiches Leben, &c. Vol. . p. 16*3 (on 
Human Life) written in 1791, a long time before this citizen, 
then a professor of Greek and Oriental literature at the Uni- 
versity of Kiel, In Holstein, was acquainted with the author of 
the Picture, or before he could guess that the singularity of his 
fortune and his republicanism would lead him to hx himself one 
day amongst us at Paris. Many allusions to this passage, which 
he had preceded by those chapters in my Piet art ;, yipologyfor 
Men of Letters^ Belles-Lettres, Thirty fVriters in France, and vo 
more, relate to matters previously treated ofnn this boo|^ which 
I think it necessary to observe, in order that they may not bo 
co^isidcred as misplaced Or foreign to the subject: ' 


ter 





t«r I have just transcribed, deserves a similar . 
tribute. Do you wish to know 'my opinion 
with respect to his Pictyre? I will give it 
to you, should it even differ from any of 
yours ; I make use of the right which my 
quality of member of your society gives 
me, together with the article On Menu- 
tnents, in the code of our laws; and should 
there be among us any persons whose rigo- 
rous judgment may condemn my opinion,’! 
shall submit, though not without keen re- 
isrret. If it should happen that in this 
jolden age we should see in a dream the 
arts and sciences become dearer to , kings 
than shedding human blood, and that by 
-hance tlie dying Alceste gave more plea- 
sure in exciting melancholy sensations than 
tlie exhilarating illumination of a fleet 
blown up in the air; if at ‘this glorious 
and distant cpocha a king of Sicilia, anxious 
for new subjects for operas for the theatre of 
St. Carlo, at Naples, taken from the lost 
operas of Sophocles or the poet Accius, 
should fall on the idea of employing some 
millions of sequins of tliose enormous sums 
which the chace of a stag costs him in his 
states, to explore those treasures of ancient 

literature 
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literature which sleep in the pasted rouleaus 
of old parchments, and whicli form the yet 
unexamined library of Herculaneum and 
Portici, supposing that these roulea^us still 
existed, that they were not devoured by 
the indefatigable tooth of time, and that 
their unravelling, invented by Mazochi, 
was not among the arts that are lost; if 
it should happen, I say, that to the un- 
speakable satisfaction of all the professors 
of humanities and the belles lettres spread 
over the surface of the globe, we should suc- 
ceed in re-establishing the hundred and 
twenty lyric dramas of Sophocles; that we 
found in the same search the hymns of Al- 
caeus ; that we restored the lost decades of 
Livy, and the comedies of Menander; that 
we printed them, and that by this kind of 
regeneration we restored them to the repub- 
lic of letters; and that amidst other volumes, 
of which no erudite in folio De libris Ve- 
terum deperditis, says a word, we should 
meet, for instance, with a work of twelve 
volumes, of one Mercier, a Latin author, 
who gave us a description of ancient Rome, 
the queen of cities, in. the time, of the^ini- 
mortal Augustus, and of tlie more immortal 
, Cicero, 
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Cicero, Horace, and Virgil, all its local 
manners, its temporary habits, its moral in- 
stitutions, its absurdities. Its vices, its virtues, 
its follies, its eustoms, &c. a work \yritten in 
a spirit of reflective observation, inspired by 
a warm love of the purest philanthropy, 
scourging the viees of his age, sometimes 
with caustic vigour, sometimes with delicate 
address; a w'ork seasoned with the graces of 
wit, unmasking, with the most penetrating 
glance, a thousand prejudices with respect to 
literature, politics, and morals, a work writ- 
ten under the sanction of the purest philan- 
thropy ; if, I repeat, we should find such 
a work among the perishing treasures of two 
exhumed cities, my friends, what fate, think 
you, would attend it in Europe, and from 
one century to anothec, in every part of the 
world, 

“ What fate ? the mostsplcndid imaginable ! 
I'he trumpet of Fame would echo it for six 
months; the Villoisins and the Brunks of the 
earth would run, tlicir breasts panting with 
pleasure, to decyphetr the manuscript; all 
the Heynes and the Bentleys would be writ- 
ing 
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ing commentaries; our Voss* would explain 
it with the obstinate exadiitude of German 
erudition; and translators, .versed not only in 
the language of the author, but still more 
in their own, would translate it. The Di> 
dots, the lingeries, Baskervilles, would print 
it; the Stranges, the Willes, would enrich 
it with engravings in metzotintos or taille- 
douce. We should find subscribers without 
number; and in every country you would 
see editions of every form, printed not on 
black paper, spotted, or coarse, but on grand 
raisin, vellum, or jesus. These editions would 
be published with a pomp scarcely to be 
equalled b_f»the catalogue of Oxford, the 
new Testament of Woidp, or the descrip- 
tion o£ Turkey by D’Ohsson. In short, 
such a cry of admiration, joy, and astonish- 
ment, would resound from all parts of Eu- 
rope, that perhaps the learned would forget 
for a while the sanguinary Iliad of the singer 


A celebrated German poet, translator (in hexameters) of 
the Iliad, the Odyssey, the Bucolkks, the Georgicks, the 
i£neid of Virgil, the Metamorphoses of 0\ id, the Idyls of 
Motelius, Bion; and Theocritus, Szc. Hk i ountrymen place 
hini among the first, crijtics ^i)d literati lyhich this fertile coun- 
try has produced in Hellenists. 


of 
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of fopid, and his Odyssey, which sm'arms 
with so many geographical eirors. 

“ But now, when we are in possession of 
this book, tliRt the author is living, that 
we . can see him, whilst Theophrastus is dead, 
the work having the misfortune of not be- 
ing .ancient, the dabbler in literature, the 
pamphlet reader, the lounger, the pedant, 
who scarcely knows how to read, assuinea fi 
tone of. puerile disdain, and with an affeiSla^ 
tion of critical analysis, they, &c. &c. &c.” 

A thousand thanks of gratitude to citi- 
zen Cramer! But whilst I was writing, 
and my work printing, the scene has al- 
ready changed its appearance^ and luxury 
springs up more brilliant than ever from 
amidst its smoking ruins. The culture of 
th(^ fine arts resumes all its lustre, and lite- " 
rature, whatever may be said to the contrary, 
has suffered but a transitory cclip.sc. The 
theatres have been restored to all their mag- 
nificence, and fashion is again what is most 
held in idolatry. From all parts of the 
body social we see the newly enriched 
arise, and with them gold and opulence, so 

that 
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that at the first glance we should say that 
all evils are repaired ; but this is not really 
so. 


As Paris is a city essentially commercial, 
essentially industrious, essentially cooking, 
we might say, that the evil which exists no 
longer nc^cr existed. A brilliant surface 
veils complaints and murmurs. Luxury is 
like a spirituous liquor, which intoxicates 
the mind, and I know not by what spe- 
cies of insensibility we indulge ourselves in 
a sort of epicurism which lets things proceed 
without caring for any thing but the present 
moment. • 

The present moment forms already an 
astonishing contrast widi that of servitude, 
of terror, of the cru0 dismemberment of 
families, of blood, and of tears! 

If all the disastrous events are not for- 
gotten amidst our fetes and our amusements, 
they are covered with a curtain which we 
are either afraid to undraw, <or which we 
are rarely solicitous to lift up. 


May 
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May the New Paris meet with the same 
success as the Old Picture of Paris! But 
the touches, alas I are widely different, since 
the mo<]^i and the painter have been struck 
by time, and by cireumstances the most 
tempestuous. In spite, however, of their 
fatal influence, both on the author and the 
book, there is one sentiment which consoles 
him, which will reward him for the unjust 
criticisms which he ^ has undergone, and is 
yet perhaps fated to undergo, -iand which 
promises his writings, not an immortality, for 
which he is not anxious, but the esteem of 
the good, for which he is much more solici- 
tous ; this is the sentiment of having been, 
from the first instant of his literary career, 
the herald, the friend, and the fellow- work- 
man of the great regeneration undertaken 
for the public happiness, which already he 
sees realized in France, in Holland, in 
Switzerland, in Italy! and of having been 
at tlie same time the adversary of those 
who have sullied the revolution with crimes 
for their own advantage, and through mo- 
tives of sordid interest. No; the labours, 
the courage, the constancy of the French, 
their calamities, will not be forgotten or 

lost. 
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lost; Posterity will reap the advantage of 
94F sufTerings. It is this sentiment which, 
from the hrst line of hM dream, if it has 
ever been so, to lh£ last line his N^w Paris, 
has supported, encouraged, and sustained 
the author, and which led him not to quit 
his pen even amidst We hlgl^t of dungeons ; 
which, in hne, dictates to him an epitaph, 
which he engraves beforehand on his tomb, 
.and which he wishes may be applicable (o 
all hia contemporaries : 

Hommes de tout pays, enviez mon destine; 
fujet) je fius men libre« el republicain ! 


le Fffmtire, Tan. 8. 
(1st December, 1799.) 
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CHAP. I. 

PRJiLTMIN VRY riBWS. 

W HEREVER I turn n»y ftepR -in Paris, 
every ibiog recalls, to my remembrance 
what is no more. I did well to trace my former 
pit-ture in twelve volume9>$ if it was not done, 
*hc model is fo efl^ed,'that 4 t refembles a faded 
(<rtrait ftored in the gatxet of Come great grand* 
t.ah(‘i dc'i(t at the hofpital. man before me 
•tad thought of drawing the piflure of this im* 
n < M." city, and of painting its mannets ai|d it$ 
culloms in the ipod .minute detail} but what a 
change ! A GrMp poet has laid tw<r tbotriand 
years Cnee, ** Wbei|wiifeor4 reignt in the cit^ 
the wicked m^holdt plfoe' o£<iolhority 
and when it the<iftBft wich^ldasl it is 

the moft foolilh. /Xlii)r|ff 4)S>fwly Wfeti;h% ftill 
more weak thai^tvicked,,,haTe demc^ftgd'eveiy- 
voL.,i. B lb|ng 
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thing great and facrcdwhich genius and courage 

had fornied j and thefe thirty or forty wretches' 

were the mountain chiei&, as I Hiall (hew in the 

courf^ of thi? work,.. Divine and human juftice 

has overtaken and. puniflied them by the hands 

of each other, but we mtift be careful not to con- 
« , 

found their abominable maxims with thofe of 
the Revolution. If we are carelefs in diftinguidi- 
ing epochas, times, hnd places, we (hall not fail 
to confound the aftors; and this is the reafon 
why it will perhaps be iropolfible to form' a right 
judgqient of this memorable Revolution, which 
has had ^ many different phales. 

We may fay of new Paris what Strabo faid of 
Greece I it js.in aU its poidts a lingular and tra- 
gical countryv flow can fo, many fafts and 
events be deferibed ! I will relate what I have 
feen. ^ Borne up on every fiormy wave, loling no 
gale of wind, my qte has diftm^iihed amidft the 
ilorm fome particular hicidentaW. Noj all the 
tempeftuouSr wm& let lodfe from beneath the 
feeptreof uEolus, Aruggling with each other, and 
Oovedog with ruin the places over whith they 
fweep, ace but ap imperit^^^ faithlefs image 
of tWftr.confliSisof the humaa paihons in which 
phth>fbphBrsh^ye, lteen.‘$hi|aM^adlong to per- 
^tjpii.} iVidiilR thhigl^oft vile and con- 
temptible, M^.refpe£t«bQl^ and matter, 

diftated impure daws >hob, the populace 

of 
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of the nation, who have adopted them as the de- 
crees of heaven ! 

Tremendous chaos, formed by the wfitcics of 
the Revolution, enormous raafs of periodicalipa- 
pers, pamphlets, and bote's, obfcure and volumi- 
nous magazines of contraifij^olry fpeeches, deluge 
of inveftives and farcafms, confufed heap in 
which calumny itfelf has BcOn ftifled, terrible 
charge of the moft obftinate and bloody conten- 
tions, ceafe to overwhelm my fpirits! thou 
wouldft make hiftory (brink back even to a Ta- 
citus. 1 will not unfold, 1^11 not confult theej 
I will -read no more, I will give credit td none 
but myfelf j what can iffue from a curve in 
which the frothy waves are yet foaming ? 

Is it for us the fpbrt or the viflims of the 
opinions which' have palfed over our heads ? Is 
it for us to inftru€f the prefent, and labour for 
future generations ? Thehiftorian will come, jvho, 
with new documents, With^perfeff knowledge of 
the hollile and perfidious arts Of foTei'gn cabinets, 
will relate how Far wicked and even honeft men 
have been obedient poppets, unconfcious Of the 
wires that gave tfl^m fhotion. Tlie infernal policy 
of the foreign ^'emieS of freedom has mingled 
fo much artifice in-'Mif fuggeftipna,* has fo well 
known how fo talc#dd^l(btage of the ideas and 
paffions of every lilalif that the pureft and mofi; 
upright have for a lo^time. fought where to find 
truth and juftic^ and piercing even through the 

B 2 veil 



4 


NEW prCT^RE OP PARIS. 


veil of falfehood, have ftill found thcmfelves per- 
plexed in the labyrinth of eternal iJIufions. 

In revolutions, we become better acquainted 
with men in fix months than we fhould be in 
twenty years of ordinary life. Then is the fea- 
fon when thofe great and little interefts, which 
we ufually conceal with fo much care, difeover 
themfelves to open day. This is the moment 
alfo when every man places himfelf without the 
aid of a matter of ceremonies, and that every 
man finds his own ttandard, even amidtt the 
calumnies and libels with which he is blackened, 
in proportion as he rifes above his neighbour ; 
but it is not fo eafy to form a judgment on popu- 
lar effervefcences: they may take place from ordi- 
nary or accidental caufes, as well as be excited by 
different factions. 

Paris is a fingular city, where we find perfon- 
ages pf whatever kind and complexion we would 
wifli. In lefs than twenty-four hours a familiar 
of the old police would collcft together three 
hundred individuals, whom he would place around 
an edifice, and order to vociferate in fuch or fuch 
a tone. We know that' in the time of the 
league, the Cardinal de Retz and fihe other chiefs, 
engaged people to fire blunderbuffes at their 
carriages, in order to havd b pveftnee for ani- 
mating their followers againtt the Queen and the 
Cardinal. In the fame manner, the court, an- 
xious to know if they could depend on the re- 
4 giment 
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giinent of French guards, caufed the manufa£ture 
of Reveillon to be pillaged, to furpiih them with 
a plauHble reafon for fending in troops. The 
regiment of guards fired on th<fc plunderers, and 
killed them this was a fort of rehearfal of the 
bloody tragedy which they were defiined to a£l 
fome days after ^ but the court fell' into their 
own fnares j the blood which they had flied made 
the foldiers refleftj they were informed that 
they had been careffed, debauched j they trem- 
bled at what, they had done, and.thuddered at 
the idea of having killed their fellow citizens. 
One of them, who was tampered with in order 
to detach him from the court party, heard the 
propofitions made him in a fort of reverie, and 
plunged in deep meditation s when aiked if he 
would determine, he anfwered, Not yet j 1 am 
confulting the gholl of Colonel Biron !”' 

Tlie furious Charles the<Ninth fired himfelf on 
the unfortunate viftiras that were flying, and 
during thofe days of blood, walked through the 
city, accompanied by his court, dwelt with de- 
light on the traces of the maflacre printed on all 
• the walls, and went to the gallows to fee the body 
of the Admiral. Alpighty God ! under the power 
of what princes doft thou fometimcs place the 
greateft empires ! The neareft connexions of Lewis 
the Sixteenth, made the (our of the metropolis to 
infpeft the plan of the fiege, the places where 
the troops ibould enfer, and rubbed their hands 

with 
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with joy. Perfidious monfters! if they could 
have eftablifhed an univerfal famine of money 
and provifions, they would have done it -with de- 
light. But th^ murderous plans, the great 
confpiracy which every day increafed, gave the 
commune of Paris that irrefiftible energy which 
decicM the -Revolution. 

Nothing is more real, nothing better proved, 
or more certain, than the confpiracy of the court, 
and reckoning from that- day, there can be no 
peace betM^e^ royalifts and republicans^; and 
though the number of republicans fhould be 
more circumfcribed than ever, republics would 
npt be lefs the conquerors. 


GMAP. H. 

EXPEOSIjUN. 

It Js Paris whi^sh h^ade the Revolution, and 
Paris which ha^fpoilcd it.’;v4 Oiall confider it 
under this,dp!ubIe.point of v^iew# . 

Of allJR^volutidps purs Wbeen the moft juft, 
the moft leg^timpl?,. ihe mbft (mperioufly com- 
manded -by circumftjmceB., 5 t,We muft have de- 
ftroyed the court pf Yeifailles, or have been de- 
fttoyed by i% ourfelvei^* 


The 
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The Revolution was made, becaufe it ought to 
have been made, bdsaufe the capital was threat- 
ened by the £iteltites of the court. The popu- 
lation of this great city performed a re-a6lion, 
and it was high time ; it was the ftroke of the 
whale’s tail which overfet the harpooner’s Ikiff. 

•Paris was about to be delivered up to all the 
horrors of a city taken by ftwm j all was treafon 
and perfidy on the fide of the court ; and the 
States-General were aflenihled only to re*efl:abli(h 
the finances, to pay the debts which the court 
had contrafted, and to open the next day a new 
account. M. Necker was made tbe tool ; and 
the minifter, though placed- svety near the con^. 
fpiracy, did not fufpeft* the explofion. 

It would not indeed have taken place, if the 
court had not meditated and prepared the moft 
fanguinary and ferocious projefls* The deter- 
mination taken on <the Itth of July faved us. 
The court had not admitted iftto its calculation, 
that all the mopied men and creditors of the king- 
dom placed their fqle confidence in M. Necker, 
who, in comparifoif with’ Calonne, the public 
defpoiler, was in poiOTeifion ‘Uf the public efteem. 
The capitaliils trembled/or their coffers, and the 
Rue Vivienne paid a part of the tegiihent 'of the 
French guards. ApprchtofiOns, . which were 
well founded) fpfead everywhere; every man 
was armed in an inftant, '^hcaufe Cv^iiyman Was 
afraid ; while the troQpbbf^the ccnifl^ Who came 

to 
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to exterminate, were flow itt their inarch. The 
prince of. Lambefc had condefcended on the eve 
to give warning to the Parifians, by ftriking an 
old man in the Tuilleries with his fabre. That 
good patriot, the prince, has a claim to all our 
gratitude. A lucky cannon ball broke ^he chain 
whidi hdld the thrawbridge of the Baftille, aud'dt 
was thaS cannon ball which overthrew the mo- 
Jtmcb anibthe monarchy. I fmile with pity when 
:i fee a .mc^ade of writers ^^iving to aflign the 
cauies of ’the Revohaition, hunting for its authors, 
ignorant meanwhitCj that,;in political events, it is 
one day whidh protkicCs another; that each day 
is, or may become, the day of a new revolution j 
as in an earthquake^ eaeh ihock has an horizon- 
tal, or vertical, or diagonal, , and often oppolite 
dire^ion. An'engagemeht had' taken place be- 
tween the cbnrt. and the p^ple of Paris, but 
from that point to what has fince rrfulted, there 
has been a feries of events, all of which, or each, 
if ^ may ufe the exprefiion, form a particular 

revolution. 

,The raj^ of fpeaking^ and the itch of writing, 
have engendered a .oCftampblets, in which 
Marat and 'Rpbe^ierre, tlmugh decided revolu- 
tion's, aim no'mcH^ like each other than Mallet 
du Pan and l^varOl^ their counter-revolutionary 
proje^s. \ 

.^aper.^ ftilfrirs itfel%to.,be llained. We may 
Me all that has been 

written 
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written is only a fepulchral romance } but the 
mobility, the Angularity, the terrible, and the 
comic of events, all prove that they are the ofF- 
fpring of each other, that they have had the 
fame common origin^ the fame compafs, the fame 
dire£tioi;; that they have been unforeieen and 
fudden, confounding the^moft fagacious and moll 
attentive obferver. TheleaVen wluch has raifed 
this immenfe mafs of pafte^ Js of a kind hitherto 
unknown; the eternal lamentatimis of fome. 
prove that th^ey forefaw neither- the evening nor 
the next day; and* the declamations of others 
difcover their ignorance, infomuch as they had 
never feen the complication of events. 

It is therefore itnpoffible to determine the 
caufes of this political phsenomenpn. This great 
volcano might yet,have.4iept a long time; it 
threw out its flamef, was exUngniflied, and has 
been lighted again. Wrkerr ha.ve wiihed that 
its lava Ihould run down on One Ade rather than 
another; the lava has.fwept away both the 
writer, and his pen ! ;• 


CHAP. 
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CHAF. III. 

CAnTAL MISTAKE. 

I government defpotic and dc- 
id we^haye overthro>yn it by an effort 
yi gcuciuuo enthtmaj^ j but yv^ have confounded 
yvbat was t%ht to defooy, with what was necef- 
fary to pref^e j what was mtimately connected 
with defpotifin, with what might have allied 
itfelf with eveqr form of gpvernniient. The pro- 
jeft w-as to form an entire new race of men, and 
we have been transformed into fayages. In our 
rage for creatm^ and deflroying, of exploding 
received ideas, we have, never kpown on what 
foundations to rel|. ,.In proferihing fupcritition, 
we have annihilated religious^ fentiments ■, but 
this was not the mode jto regenerate the world. 
Amidft. this diforder, this moraj anarchy, let us 
endeavour to fei?e a .^read to guide us. The 
end of tbefe terrible innovators was to fubftitute 
the love of our country in place of every other 
affe£hon- . Tl^e Jove of our: country ought un- 
doubtedly be the, b^ of republican virtue; 
but in order , to .fed .t^is affe£tion, we muft find 
happinefs in our C9pntry. This attachment, 
which .ought republican, is, not 

n^i^rcly that w man tp the 

glebe 
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glebe where he was born, which endears him to 
the tree that fhades the cottage where his cradle 
was rocked, the republican embraces in his afiec< 
tion all who furround him ; all his fellow-citizens 
are dear to him, he is connefled with them all 
by a kind of patriotic confanguinity. 

In this new order of things, we could not con- 
fcientioufly embrace and cheriih the French no- 
bility. This clafs wa$ in'fqme fort a.proud call, 
like the bonzes, the gymnofopbifts of India, more 
anxious to feparate themfelves from the commu- 
nity than to be ufeful. The nobility ought to 
have leen, that the world is condemned to perpe- 
tual convulfionsl Empires fall into ruins, nations 
difappear. Barbarians iflue from their forefts, 
fubjugate countries enervated by luxury, the arts 
and enjoyments. Errors, follies, and violence, 
compofe in every age and in Avery country the 
hiftory of mankind. In hearing all the lament- 
able cries which have been uttered againft the 
Revolution, one might fuppofe that the Parifiah 
had never read hiftory, fince he Teemed to imagine 
himfelf a privileged being, for ever exempted 
from thofe ancient calamities which' were only 
deftined to figure on paper i in the fame manneir 
as when, m<full health, we read books on medi- 
cine, and are aftonifhed, affl^^ed, and groan It 
the difeafe which’attacks us, as if all wetA fubje^ 
to feel it but ourfelves. Ihe child, who' ftrikes 
the table againft which he has hurt himreif, is1>ut 

a feeble 
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a feeble image of Pafifian puerility accufing all 
Ai^ure, all mankind, all events, for the political 
of which his city was the centre. Tlie Pa- 
rffian had no forelight of what has happened, and 
li^eved that it was an unexpefted fcourge, creat- 
ed, aTtatiged,‘and prepared folely againft himfelf, 
and the bte complaint was fo extra 

that itibetaihe at times humorous and 
comicV baiog an incredible nrrixtureof every thing 
new which wit' and folly copld colle£t together. 

' ' Ancient'-aiid tnodem hiftory was carefully feru- 
tiaixedj and dlrery -thing which bore the flighted 
refemblahce to the events of the day was feized 
bn as predi£Uon and jirophecy. Every book that 
bore the title bf revolution was bought up and 
carried away ^ editions which rotted in the w'are- 
houfes of the boOkfellers faw the light, and no 
voice of' the purchafers was heard by the fliop- 
keepers but this;' “'Give me the hiftoryof a Re- 
“ •volution !” Books which had been forgotten 
'i^efpifed for an .hundred and fifty years, were 
%>w fought for, and obtained the honours of a 
%indtog ibatli&rary. , At fales, we were always 
. hj^wriu'g thefe words;; “ Give me the Roman Re- 
the Revolutions of Sweden, of Italy >” 
^"tafi^'l^kfellers,' in order to fell their old books, 
tUles^and took the pu chafe on the 
^dit%ere1y bf the label. All thefe Rudies did 
jiiy^ a more of patience either to the 
- t|oble or the returier j they pretended, that they 

ought 
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ought to have been inaccCflible to thofe flirpkcs 
of fortune, and loaded with impregnations . every 
one who had not known «how to forefee or hinr 
der the lofs of their -privilege. Ab^ Ma^y^ 
their advocate, who by his imprudent and ex^ 
cellive confidence in a vain aifembbge of words, 
had done them more harm than good* was enve- 
loped in the difgrace of thjeir reprobation they 
interefted themfelves neither for him pt his bro- * 
ther, who periflied on the* fca0<^d« Every thing 
fimilar or curious of the declamatory, kind, either 
for vehemence or extraya^ce, paf^d in con- 
verfatious and in pamphletE, > and rufbed '»op a. 
noify cataraft of ufelefs phrafes. Ihe voice «f 
Mallet du Pan mingled itfelf wifely with that 
of Duroai* and Barruei Beauvert; and the whole 
of this inflated, continuous, joipnotonous tribe,^fe:tt 
into the abyfs of forgetfulnefs and deriiion. v 

This arofe from placing almoft the whole pf 
theaftors in the Revolution on the fame lin^ from 
not knowing how to diftingoiih between (^ndor- 
.cet and Marat, BrilTot and Robcfpierre. It fe 
from this fpecies of iterance ^tbat rthe ^ti^be of 
iliamelefs journalifts have* aU| .the .con- 

tempt which they deferved j'hy .denying the vir- 
tue of faithful reprefentatives, fbe ferocious 
MontagnardVas embolden^ $ and wmap hi^QW 

* Guillotined the of He faicl| th^, ihe 

pieft day of a Royalift was to die on tbe of the iietfc'of St* 
Louis. ' 

even 
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even mediocrity in talents, as well as patriotic 
virtues and perfonal qualities, a man without 
energy or difcemment; that dwarf called Robef- 
pienrci. dazzled the gumC’ and the fans culottes^ 
while the grofs inv^ives poured out on the party 
of the Girmide, thin animofity towards men who 
were irreproachable, thefeabfurd denominations, 
Mtn tf the inarjket ckaii^ed into toads y created Col- 
lo^s^ d’Herboisi Carrwrs, Lebons^ and others of 
the fame defcription j the enemi^ of the Revo- 
lution imaging they had- gained every thing in 
loading tltt Briflbtins, ^e Girondins, the Roland- 
ifts with infults; ahd^ thud the party of the Moun- 
tain raifed the fcaffokls, becaufe the National 
Convention, opprefled and degraded for two 
year% could not refume its refpeftability till it 
had been horribty mutilated. The Parifians 
haVe paid dear fof the contempt which they ven- 
tured lb' manifeft towards upright and virtuous 
men; the whole naticm was deceived by Paris, 
add by all thbfe in^unous pamphlets which were 
applauded and circulated by thC Parifians. The . 
Moundlin party, which at;‘that time was far from 
fubjugating or deceiving -the whole of France, 
rook an anicendancy,: becaufe fuch of the repre- 
fentatives as Were en%htefned, moderate, End phi- 
Ibfiiphwal men, bad been the vi£lims of the moil 
df^lorable errors. Iftthe people had had the 
go^feii^ to adhere to thofe deputies who joined 
brmnefs' to prudence, and courage to wifdom, 

who. 
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who, pehetrated with the . fiiorednefs of their 
duty, had united to overAtow the double fac- 
tion, they would not l^ave opened fo wide a field 
tp the Anarchifts, the Terrorifts, and the drinkers 
of blood, nor would they have been fe punifhed 
for theic long and invincible blindnefs. But 
whenever the plan vvas propofed to march againfl; 
the National Convention, they were always ready; 
and after the fpread of all thefe virulent vmt- 
ings, which robbed every reprefentative of the 
people of his merit or his virtue, it became' the 
mode to run down the deputies, and menace 
them. I foleranly declare, that the alTaffination 
of a reprefentative was looked on as an amufe- 
ment, that both the tongue and the pen were 
continually employed as deftruftive weapons 
againfi them, and at ho epocha, and amorigll no 
people, was there ever conceived an opinion 
more erroneous, more unfortunate, more dellruc- 
tivc of that tic which ought to bind the national 
reprefentation to the city which it inhabits. This 
is the origin of all our bloodflied!: by loading with 
infults every man who was honeft or courageous, 
no man had a right to the public eileeth; the 
moft virtuous became the' moft feeble, and vil- 
lains and plunderers feized'thei reins of authority. 
It is you, Parifians, who vlrilled thefe outrages ! 
Read your own indi£tnKht, and then fit in judg- 
ment on yburfelves ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

UEQRANATION OF THE MONARCH. 

'' It might -be faid that, io 17'83, there were 
five or fix kings in France. The Queen was a 
king, .the grofs Monfieur was a king: all difputed 
the authority of the king in the nomination to 
charges, to places, to employments, to benefices, 
to iataties. Thefe perfons embarrafied themfelves 
very little about king or kinglhip, as we may 
eafily judge by their conduft, their proceedings, 
and, above all, by their converfation. Louis the 
XVIth was the perpetual objeft of their raillery 
and contempt.- Sarcafms, lies, and calumny, 
were the arms which they wielded, with an ad- 
drefs that was peculiar to themfelves ; and they 
may certainly boaft, that under no reign the ta- 
lent of epigram was ever carried to fo high a 
pitch of perfeftion as agaihft the perfon of the 
prince. When the idol was completely degraded, 
this group of privileged perfonages, very foolifli, 
very kn^ilh, and for the mqft part very arrogant, 
imagined, or were defirous, of making iHjelieved, 
that ’all the powers of. Europe ought to arm 
themfelves to defend their places, their charges, 
their benefices, their penfibns, and all their noble 
gratifications, and they wwe aftonilhed when 

they 
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llicy found lliat France wouW no longer be their 
dupe. 

Tlie poor Monficurhad put himfelf at the head 
f)l*a band which wore a ribband, I forget what ; 
and every man who was not of this band was to 
i)o regardi-<l as the greateft fcouhdrel in the uni- 
' orfo. This clafs of high ndbUjty treated the 
king with avovi'cd contempt, and entertained 
ferious ideas of rcltoring the old feudal govern- 
ment. Louis the XVIth w'as advifed of this, 
wliich determined him to lean towards the po- 
jmlar party, and afTemble the States-General. 
We wore tiien fo entanged, that friends and ene- 
mies of the Revolution all found themfcives un- 
abll^ to draw back a fingle ftep without the great- 
efl danger. 

'F-hefe confequential nobles had each their cir- 
ele of autliority : they have fince been called 
Ariflocrats. They were every where in open 
war, both againlt the people, and againft the fo- 
\ ereign, wliom they defpifed, whom they tohnent- 
ed, and ^vhom they menaced, when every thing 
did not go according to their mind. They had 
oven plotted to carry off the king, and make him 
prifonor, and they were anxious to have him con- 
fidered as fuch. At length, when the decrees of 
the National Affembly reftqred to the king the 
whole of his authority, they publilhed in their li- 
bels, that his authority was .degraded and de- 
itroyed. Thefe fliamclefs Arillocrats had no other 

C king. 


VOL. I. 
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king, no other covBJtry, than their own intereft. 
their pride, and their vanity. 

The great fault of the National Aflembly was 
that of attempting to conciliate things, whioli 
by their own nature were irrcconcilcabJc. 'I'he 
crown and the plough were the greateft gainers 
by the French conftitution. The Ariftocrats in 
their fury became the oBicial defenders of all 
crowns, and were anxious to render them refpon- 
fible for the general infurreftion of France, whilll 
it is well known that the French had no pcrfonal 
objection ivhatevcr againft the king. 

The enemies of the republic, never complained 
of ' the indifeipline of the troops of the line un- 
til they had bcendifappointed in employing theni 
for their own defigns, and in exciting a civil wav 
from one eiid of the kingdom to the other. 


CHAP. V. 

THE CARDINAL PF. i.OMBRIE. 

This Archbifliop, who ttfsis held forth as a Unt 
of general deliverer, took' poffeflVon of the fcenc. 
As a reward for his promifes,- it ’vas thought 
fit to decorate him wdth the title ot fkft minifter. 
The whole of his adininiftration was employed in 
ruining his own reputation, and in reconipenfing 

his 
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his ufclefTnefs with all the great abbeys, on which 
iic could feize. 

lie was defirous of fixing the ftamp duties 
according to his own plan, but not knowing how 
to gain over the Parliament, who refufed to en- 
regifter it; he difplayed all the refources of his 
genius in ordering the courts of juftice to be be- 
lieged by the French and Swifs guards. A 
Member of the Parliament was carried oIF from 
the chamber of his peers. The Revolution would 
perhaps have taken place on that day, but the 
Parifians embarrafled themfelves very little about 
the Parliament ; they rofc, as I fliall prove here- 
after, only bocaufe at the moment of the impu- 
dent and abfurd manoeuvre of the 1 1th and 12 th 
of July, fome trembled for their money, and 
otiiers for their lives. I was one of the latter 
dcfcripti»n, and I own that I thought of nothing 
but my perfonal defence againft the troops of the 
court. If Vcrfailles had not menaced Paris in 
the moll openly hollile manner, Paris would have 
remained perle£lly tranquil. But when every 
one took arms, even poets and authors, on ac- 
count of the ftrange capers of the Prince of Lum- 
befc, whom I (hall ever call a good patriot, and 
which filled up the meafure of general apnrehen- 
fion, there was but one cry, which refounded 
from every quarter, and this was the cry ot ven- 
geance. 

C 2 I a;n 
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I am therefore founded in faving, that u e do 
wrong in looking at diftant fa£ls for the caufes 
of the Revolution. It was the fight of eamion. 
and of all the .apparatus of war : it was the 
llroke of a fabre on the baUl head of an old 
man : it was the lucky impertinence of the 
prince who penetrated into the Tuillcries on a 
Sunday, and violated the facrednefs of the gar- 
den at the head of a troop of horfe, which acted 
like a fignal of defpair, and electrified every head 
to fuch a point, that the co.Timotion \\hieh fol- 
low’ed aftonilhed even thofc who excited it. An 
infurrection like this was neither combined nor 
organized : it might have taken place amidll 
the mofl: peaceable people. I he Purilians nev er 
thought of deftroyingVerfailles; it was \'ei faiik '' 
which forced Paris to deftroy it. 


CHAP. Yl. 

SIEGE OF THE COCETS OF JUSriCK. 

How glorious were the firft days of the Re 
volution! - D’Artois and,.Conde had taken their 
flight. They had till then marcl ed with front. ■> 
erect, and openly protefted the confpiracy againfi. 
the fafety of the people of Paris. If the pro- 
jected maffaerc did not fuecced according to 
2 . their 
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llicir willies, it was not their fault ; they did all 
they could towards its fuccefs, and the National 
Afl'enihly had nearly been blown up at Verfail- 
Jes. Thefc princes took their flight whenever 
they faw* two heads ftuck on pikes ; and Condc, 
who had ’taken refuge at Chantilly, having en- 
quired if the burghers had engaged in the affair, 
and being anfwered in the affirmative, decamped 
acrofs the country without following any road. 
The princes and nobles could fcarcely find legs 
enough to efcape the lantern : they abandoned 
the king as foldiers in a rout, crying aloud, “ Tlie 

“ devil take the hindnioftl” 

The courtier, the counfcl, the clergy, and the 
jiarliaincnt, had formed fo llrong a league againll 
Turgot, that they forced the king todifmifshiin ; 
and on the day of this minifter’s difgrace, the king, 
in crollifig the gallery, was applauded with cn- 
tliuliafin : this was the fineft eulogium that ever 
was beftowed on Turgot. It feemed as if a troop 
of inaletaflors had affeniblcd together to rejoice 
at the breaking up of the Marechaufec. This joy 
ajipeared fo indecent to the ambalfador of Na- 
ples, that he could not help faying to his neigh- 
bour, “ I think I fee a great feigneur difiniffing 
“ an honeft man j his fteward, and his infolent va- 
“ lets, fecni to rejoice hi prcfcnce of their mailer, 
“ becaufc this honeft fteward kept them in or- 
“ der.” 'I'hcfe men were alfo the caiife of the dif- 
niillion of the Malciherbes, and the Neckers j and 

it 
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it was under the adminiftration of the latter that 
the fovercignty of the princes began to take the 
afcendancy, which ruined them. Their plans 
were dire£ted by an aflbeiation of fubaltcrn intri- 
guers, who were called in the modern ftile fni~ 
ferns. Two agents of this fpccies, who do not 
merit the honour of being named, were detached 
to work up, as they called it, the dircftor-generalj 
they were countenarxeed by the old men of Pontf- 
chartrain, and by the charges and places which 
they held under the princes. '1 he direftor-gene- 
ral contented himfelf at firfl; with keeping them 
at bay by a pure confcicnce and profound con- 
tempt; but worn out by intrigues and oppofition, 
he determined to withdraw. Me might have faid 
to them ?t leaving Marli, ‘‘ You will not fuffer 
“ me to reform you : I forefee that in lefs than 
“ ten years you will all pcriib.” The /ctreat of 
the Dire61or-Gencral was the epoch of their ruin. 
Upon the whole, we ought not to reproach them 
with this wrong ; they have been feverely pu- 
nifhed, and France has reaped an abundant har- 
yeft from their folly. 

They ordered the courts of jultice to be bo- 
fieged, becaufe they had a profound contempt 
for the long robe, and yet. the grcatcft part of the 
officers of the guardshad their re la ions or friends 
in the parliament; but everything confpired to 
blind thofe nobles, inafmuch as thyy imagined 
that the king was only the primus inter fares-, 

thev 
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they have told me fo thcmfclvcs, and after^ this 
fine rcafoning they confidered liim merely as their 
calh-kccper, or their treafurer. It was under 
this point of view that fome blamed and 
others approved the holding ‘of the States-Genc- 
ral ■, fome fearing that they fliould no longer 
have the means of pillaging the royal coffer ; 
others flattering thenifelves that it would be the 
way to replenifli it. Tlieir fhort-lighted views, 
and their infolencc, were of feryice to the na- 
tion, who caine. on them by furprizc in this'flate 
of difunion, and cruflied them. 

Thofe who were not of the high nobility, rcr 
membered what paffed in the States in 1614 . 
A deputy of the nobility of the Upper Limofin 
ftruck the lieutenant of Uzarche, a deputy of 
the tiers-etat of the Lower Limofin. The faid 
chamber made their complaints to the king, who 
laid the affair before the parli.araent> and as all 
the officers looked on thcmfelves as intcrefted in 
this infult, the Parliament condemned this noble- 
man to be beheaded, which, a.*? he had efcaped, 
was executed in effigy. And, as if in the face 
of the States, each one amufed himfclf in playing 
the impertinent, and. manifefting an open con- 
tempt of the laws, Rochefort dealt feveral blow's 
to Maflillac,, under ’pretence t\iat he had flan- 
dcred M. le Prince, and fpoken irreverently of 
the Queen, declaring feveral particularities of his 
defigns againft her. Geran, and fome others, of- 
fered 



24 NEW picture OF PARIS. 

fered the Queen to c^e M. Rochefort, but M. 
de Bullion dilTuadcd him, and undertook to fol- 
low up the affair on the part of the Queen. Not- 
withftanding all that . the Prince did, M. de 
BuiJlon, who profccutcd the affair for the Queen, 
was hiinfelf arrefted. It » to be remarked, that 
the Prince had prefented his defence to the par- 
liament, in which he owned the violence com- 
rriitted by Rochefort, pretending that princes 
of the blood 'might commit fuch violences with 
impUbit} ; but having afterwards received notice 
that. it was ver)- probable that his own confef- 
fion would commit the perfonal fafoty of Ro- 
chefort, and that the parliament would proceed 
againll him. in confcqucncc, it being true that 
priiKes of the blood could ufe no fuch violence 
without being liable to jufticc, he withdrew his 
defence. A picafant fort of defenoe, which 
ffated the riglit of princes of the blood to cane 
pcople of quality ! 

After the fittings, ihefe perfons did, as they 
bad done when the prince and bis party de- 
manded the codtvocation, of c the States. They 
had hoped to lay a fuare for the Queen, and to 
excite fuch difiicuities and divHioqs as would fet 
the kingdom in a flame j but when they faw that 
they were all Confpiring for the good of the 
ftate, they then turned towards »'ie parliament, 
and tried to produce the effect which they had 
not been able to do with the ftates. They fowed 

jcaloufy 
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jealoufy.in this bodyagainft government, per- 
fuading them that they .were defpifed, and that 
they had not the (hare which they ought to have 
ill. the great affairs which were then in agitation. 
'I'hey promifed to ajd- them in. fupporting their 
authority/ Thofe reprefentations made to per- 
fons who htdL, already a fu$cient1y good opinion 
of themfelves, fo influenced the parliament, that 
they aflfemliled all the chambers on the 24th of 
March, four days after the deputies of the States 
had been difmifled. It was decreed, that by the 
good plcafiire of the , fcipg, the princes, dukes, 
peers, and officers of the crown fliould be in- 
\ited to meet in thefaid court, to advife refpe£l-. 
ing the propofitions which ihould be made' for 
the fervice of the king, the alleviation of hisfub- 
jefts, and the good of his ftate. 

I'his decree of the parliament was immediately 
broken by a decree ofthe council : the king fent 
for the prefidents, and reprimanded them very fe- 
vercly ; telling .them, that it was their duty, as 
his firfl: parliament, to employ thfe authority 
M liieh they held fropi bim tKe king, to help him 
to fupport, inllead of degrading it in his prefence, 
jind that he forbad^hem further deliberations 
on this fubjeft. 

They were not of the fame opinion, but refolv- 
cd the next day that the parliament had at all 
times took part in the affairs of the ftate, and 
that kings were even .accililomed to fend tliem 

treaties 
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treaties of peace, and alk their advice concerning 
them. 

In fhort, after four or five decrees rendered and 
broken, there the affair ^efted; the obftinacy of 
the parliament borp do^vn the will of the king. 

Isnot.tlvis> with fome trifling difference, the 
hiftory of 1788 and 1789 ? 


CHAP. VII. 

CAISSE P'ESCOMPTE. 

The Caiffe D’Efcomptc has a right to claim 
its place amongft the principal caufes which have 
produced the Revolution. Verfailles never would 
have been able, or have even ventured to abandon 
itfclf to thofe wild and extravagant fceucs of dif- 
lipation which made fo great noife througlioiit 
Europe, had it not found fo much facility in mak- 
ing loans, which facility would not have offered 
itfelf without the affjftance of the Caiffe DTT- 
compte. . 

This bank engendered that mongrel breed of 
ftockjobbers, princes, courtiers, magiftrates, mi- 
litary men, financiers, notaries, and laclors. The 
immenfe quantity of fiflitidus money which was 
thrown into the capital made thofe imprudent 
and unreflefting youths who furrounded the 

throne, 
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throne, imagine, that they were placed at the 
head of a nation which was inexhauftible, and 
for ever at their orders. They dreamt, that they 
had nothing to do but ‘ to enjoy life, thinking 
themfelvcs abfolute matters, and above every kind 
of conttbul, and prefumed that they might even 
throw afide their cumbrous dignity, that magical 
virtue of courts. The Queen began with over- 
turning all thofc old ettablifhed ceremonies which 
flood in the way of her taftes and her pleafurcs, 
without confidering that etiquette was the palla-. 
dium of the houfe. • 

The retreat or difgrace of the Malllierbes, the 
Turgots, and the Neckers, indicated to the na- 
tion that it would be more eafy to dettroy Ver- 
failles than to amend it. ' 

There was not a corner of the French domi- 
nions which was not fullied with the fcandalous 
debaucheries of thofe who were called the young 
Seigneurs ; and as to their reputation, they had 
themfelves taken fo much liberty with it, that ca^ 
hmny had nothing to add on that head. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. yill. 

THE FOUR ■WHIRLWINDS. 

One of the great errors cf)i)fecrated by irre 
iBeflion, and by the ufual al’ccndcncy of words 
over things, is that of having cotifidered France 
as one of the moft ancient monarchies of the 
world. France has been cdnfiantly governed by 
the moft ancient, the moft dexterous, and moft cn- 
terprifing ariftocracy that ever cxifted. 

The great, the high clergy, and the magiftra- 
ture, being the whole, and the -nation being no- 
thing, the nobility divided' the nation into three 
clalTcs, that of high ferfs, rich ferfs, and poor 
ferfs. 

VV e are aftoniflicd at what is paftjngat prefent, 
but the folly and duration of the old regime is a 
thing ftill more aftonilhing.'" We Ihould many 
the "pen of Juvenal to that of Molie:o, if \vc wifli- 
cd to prefent inall its odioti.s and ridiculous co- 
lours the arrogance .of the grc.it. It was fuch, 
that France ought to have a thoufand years of 
conftitution and of Hliwtv to vvafti it.'i.Jf from the 
fhame of having Men fo long opprefted and infult- 
cd by fach men. 


Yes 
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Vcs, whilt ousht to excite moft aftoniiUrrtent 
in him who is acquainted with the hiftory ot' 
France is, that this Revolution which has chaji'>cd 
the tacc of France, and which occupies all Eu- 
rope, fItouJd have been made at a moment when 
ariftocraev feemed to have carried its fvftem of in- 
folcncc to the higheft perfection.. . 

'I'he Encyclopsedifts and the cconomifts held' a 
number of opinions which called for great re- 
forms; but if the nobility had not been divided, 
if the parllaDient had not often fet fire to the 
houfe of its neighbour the clergy, if the high 
nobility had not triumphed over the lower with 
the moft imprudent policy, this, coloflus, exempt 
from taxes and all ftate chargesj would never 
have been ftiaken. The Parliaments were the 
focus of the French ariftocracy ; and the arifto- 
cracy, ignorant how to diftinguifli true courage 
from pride, and feudal haughtinefs, fo humbled 
the long robe, that the parliament made no fur- 
ther ojipofition to the convocation of the State.-- 
(jeneral. 

f '* 

It was towards the term of the dcftrufiion of 
the parliaments, that the marriages of three princes 
of the royal family took place. 'Fhey were treated 
like fovercigns, and certainly had no need to envy 
any crowned head of Europe, either for their ho- 
nours or their eftabKlbmcnt . 

There was fome queftion of a marriage be- 
tween the houfe of Orleans and the royal family, 

but 



30 NKW.l^lCTURE OF PARIS. 

but the latter found that D’Orleans was not no- 
bfe enough, and treated him very nearly in the 
fame manner as he himfelf would have treated 
a fimple gentleman. Thcfe follies all turned t.o 
the advantage of the nation, which emancipated 
itfclf amidft the fingular quarrels of the court. 
That court, divided into four; formed four whirl- 
winds, which fvvept away all the minifters and all 
their affairs, from hence four councils, in whic h 
it was ufua! to contider the king as the titular ot 
the kingdom, the property of which belonged to 
thcmfeivcs. France was merely an inheritance. 


CHAP. I\. 

CLUBS. 

In the eftablifliment of newfpapcrs, of litcrarc 
ibcictics, of thofe clubs where men fpokc frcciv, 
-".nd cfpecially in Freemafen’s lodges, which 
tornicd a kind of fchool for oratory, and * when- 
the fame rules in fpeaking were fuch as were 
ufed in the legiflatke body, w’e may difeover the 
. diflerent foculTcs of that infurreftiopur’ fpirit, the 
cxplofjon of which could not have long been re- 
tarded, while its immaturity would have fpoilod 
its effefl. 
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I'he women, 

tl)3t i$ great, looked upon th#Rerdliitionas akind 
of comedy; but as they' forte of luxurj', 
oftentation, and riches^.they were 'diftrefled when 
theyfaw their lover’s two epaidettes^ thie! blue rib* 
band, the mitre, the pafliartientaryridje^lhe crofs 
of St. Louis, and even the eane a corbin of the 
comptroller of finance, all fwept away j they per- 
ceived that there was fomething* fevere and fe- 
rious in a Revolution, and from that monjcnt they 
turned againft it. 

The wives of the long robe were thofe who 
were mod angry, and openly accufed their hiif- 
bands of imbocilitv ; but even if the Parliament 
of Paris had undertaKen td“force the monarch 
10 chufc as a model the compofition of the States 
aficnibled in 1614, the national with, the infor- 
mation of the prefent day, would have rifen in 
oppofition to that mode. The empire of public 
opinion, and of its increafing force, were then 
rruly incalculable. The French fpirit, fo long 
nionarchifed, became fuddeoly difpofed for the 
cftablitliment of every political theory, and every 
fyftcm of legiflation. 1 may j^ert vyithout pride, 
as well as without fliamc, that the reading of 
my work, entitled Thi,Y^ 2440, which was fo 
written as to be intelUgible to every clafs, had ab 
ready fhewn that the greateft changes were pof- 
fible, and that it was timej^o give, over the ftrug- 

glc 
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glebetweeiiXuperannuated worn-out maxims ami 
the vigorous principles of eternal juftice. 

Opinion governs the world, and every pen di- 
re£lcd opinion towards the reform of abufcs j and 
there were fo many abufes in Frahce, that they 
would have been fufficient pot to kill a kingdom, 
butthewor^d. . 

Wo writers were defirous of debating fuch 
matters with jtbe head, but other perfons came, 
who faid, WUlyoa decide it by the arm ? 


CH^. X. 

THEY HA1> BUT TO . 

W E he]air ntrthing but this phrafe, when wi 
talk of Revolution: “ They had but to do this ; 
“ they had but to do that ; they had only to 
“ take fueb a one j they had only to march fuch 
** a day ond fuch an hour:” all great and marvel- 
lous, prophets after the event — air in retrogade 
motion towards the paft, without being able to 
fey a fyllable of what is to happen to-morrow ; all 

employed iA- ufelefs deefe^tion, haranguing a 

'' % 

notfy .catara^f, and imagining .that tneif voice is 
to fufpend the foaming wttves. 

How can a joumaHil read over his papers 
without blufliihg at what he has wTitten ? How- 

many 
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man/ falll* calculations! how many erroneous 
oj)inions I what ignorance of the chain that binds 
all the events of this world ! “ It was but — it 

“ Avas hut — ” When 1 hear thefe words, I turn 
alicie niy attention, and fufler the fpeaker to wafie 
his fyllabh's in empty air. 

Others lay, “ Oh ! if I had been in the place 

“ of , I would have foon blown up all thefe 

“ rulers iu thetiry.” They may be fatistlod: fome 
have been arrefted, others have only juft had time 
to make their efenpe. No perfon will acknow- 
ledge his want of fagacity, yet each complains of 
the blow he has received. 

It might have been fuppofed, that this Revolu- 
tion was the work of fome man ot extraorclitiary 
genius, of fome vaft head of antique phyliognomy, 
of fume mind bevond the ordinarv ilandard : not 
at all. \\c have all been, ^Yhat Marivaux, who 
was of the number, calls “ //it- p eril and 

ibis perhaj)s is the reafon why things have been 
no worfe. riiere arc no millakes more dange- 
rous than thofe of men of genius. Our faults at 
ieatl have been reparable, and the machine has 
not been crullicd between our hands. Alternately 
• ompierors, and vaiujuillied, wo have bad nei- 
ther chief nor direciov, and in the bloody fray the 
wicked ha\ e perilhed w ith fome good men. Af- 
ter a battle, we bury the dead! 


voi,. I. 
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ClfAP. XI. 

TRICKS. 

Br.FORE the Revolution, Monfieur, the king’s 
brother, in fpite of the .enormous weight ot his 
mals of matter, was a wit-monger, and kept a 
wit-warehoufe. In this othcc were inanufatlurcd 
many an epigram, many a joke againfl: the poor 
Parilians. The great atchievement was to millify 
them ; the mod ridiculous things in the world 
were announced in the Journal of Paris, fucli 
were the letters of the fociety ; Beaumarchais, 
at the age of fifty-five, was fent to be feourged 
at St. Lazare. 

Bon mots w'as the choiceft food of the fociety ; 
their owm good taftc and wit kept them in ex- 
ftalies. 

This coterie was highly difjdealing to men of 
letters, who, hurt by the mifchievoully cauu.c 
character of the Prince, crecl<'d their batlciii ,> 
againtt him in their turn. He w as reprefented to 
the public as a feurvy author, prefidlng over a 
literary areopagus, where he wasnoi h' ig but the 
fofter-father of every thing that iffued H orn it. 

The Prince alfo mingled himfelf in certair. 
affairs, and acted a part in .that of t!ie Manpii*. 
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dc I'avras ; fo much the more mal-a-droit, and 
putillanimous, as he not only unmaflccd himfeif 
to every experienced obierver, but was the caufc 
of. the execution of the Marquis, who carried 
liis complaifancc fo faras not to mention the 
name of .the Prince ; the laft aft of a courtier, 
which all the courtiers cileemed ' fublime. The 
Prince took his flight at the departure of the ' 
king for Varennes, and having alternately be- 
come regent of the kingdom, and monarch inpar- 
libust was called the gros regent, .and King of 
V'^crona, The counter-revolutionifts denominate 
him Louis the XVUI ; and his nullity is an affair 
fo well nndcrftood, that the Republicans give 
liirn this title by wav of dcrifion. 


D2 
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CHAP. XII. 

niSMISSION OF M. NECKER. 

The booK ot great events trom little cautes is 
but juft begun, and it is front long meditation 
that I do not travel far in fcarch of the caufe of 
any event, w hen that of yefterday gives me often 
the true folution. 

The [irivilcged orders, who from condefccn- 
fion meant to employ only treachery, ftratagem, 
and certain little tricks to fpread divifion, penury, 
and even famine throughout the provinces, and 
bring about the diflblution of the National Affem- 
bly, feeing that it had the impertineiice to willi 
to eftablilh the rights of man, refolved to alTociate 
the plcafure of vengeance,. with the pride of em- 
pire, to ftrike horror at once into tlie capital, 
and brave, the whole army. 'Fhcy treated as 
bourgeois fix hundred poor deputies, almolt 
cruthed beneath weight of national calamity ■, 
and quite aftonitlied that the tiers kat were not 
difpofed tp, fubmit to the fame, humiliations 
.vi;hich they had'bornc in the alTciu’/lies of former 
reigns; they decreed in their feerct committee, 
that the mini^r of .finance fliould be driven out 
with iclat^ that they fhould make tliemfelves 

mafters 
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mailers of Paris, and of the aflembled bourgeois, 
that if they found any who were diQ>ofed to be 
mutinous, they ihould be di/perfed, no matter 
how ; in ihort, that the words of States General, 
and of National AiTembly, ihould henceforth be 
eiFaced frbm all French di^ionaries. Twenty- 
five or thirty thpufand men, hoffe and foot, had 
orders to marOh towards the environs of Paris 
and Verfailles ; but w'cre they quite furc of the 
military who began to difeufs the propriety of 
the order, and who were indignant at the plan 
of being made only inilruments of- ilaverv ? In 
order to folve this queftion, a rehearfal of this 
bloody tragedy was performed. The court party 
caufed a mutiny of the workmen in a manufac- 
ture in the fuburb St. Antoine; the manufaflure 
vvas fet on fire, to fumiih a pretence for march- 
ing the French and Swifs guards againil the pre- 
tended revolters, and to have the air of protefting 
houfos and property againfl incendiaries. The 
rehearfal fut^eeded to their vviflics ; the foldiery 
fired, and w'oundcd as many as they could ; and 
the burning of the barriers was likewife contrived 
to ferve as a pretence for a more formidable in- 
trodu£lion of troops. ;• 

The fuli-grovvn children had however been fo 
accuftomed to tricking, that at length they Irick- 
'ed themfelves. They had not the patience, dur- 
ing the Whole of this fine undertaking, to wait 

2 for 
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for the arrival of all the troops. TJiey precipi- 
tated tlic difmiffal of M. Nccker ; and on Satur- 
day evening, the 1 1th of July, he received orders 
to leave the kingdom in twenty-four hours, with 
as little noife as poflible. ‘ 

This wJ^ the fi^nal of bankruptcy, and at the 
cniS’ <^th’iS ■ rc^'a^ and the plenary court, 

every mirid rallied itfelf to the ftandard of infur- 
rection. The army of ftockjobbers aflcmbled in 
the Palais Royal; a man mounted on a table, 
animated with that boldncfs, the impuUe of the 
moment, that audacity which cfTcfts great things, 
taking two piftols from h!s pocket, harangued 
the people ; and e.\ciaiining, “ Our ruin is dc- 
“ creed, fee what is pafiing in the Champs Kly- 
“ fees ; the troops arc taking polTcflion of the 
'* whole fpace between the Slar of Challlot and 
“ the Tuiilcrics, they arc drawn up in a line 
" of battle ; we h.ive deliberated enough, let us 
" deliberate with our arms, v.e arc the moll mi- 
*• merous, and we fliall be the Itrodigi’ll ; let us 
. “ arm ourfelvc^ " Jet cycry cili/cn arm, let us 
" rnarch ]” The people poured out in crowds 
thC' orator had torn off a branch of - the tree 
which fhaded'bim ; this branch was transformed 
into a green cockade^ aild agrecn -ibband was 
tied to every man's button-hole ; i: was the tint 
Hf^'hope. ‘Buf recollecting immediately thaf 
grcen was tHe- colour of D’ Artois, (hey took 
■■ thofe 
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thofe of the city of Paris; hence the thrcc-coloured 
cockade, which, from the obftacles that are thrown 
in its way, will poflibly make the tour of the world. 

• The alarm-bell was rung, gunfiniths and ar- 
mourers Ihops were ftripped ; fcarch was made 
everywhere for arnis ; working fliops were fet up, 
diftricts Averc organized. The hammer refounded, 
iron was bent, or flatted ; kitchen utenfils were 
formed into weapons ; innumerable crowds 
thronged to the invalids, feized on all the mufkets, 
and to the great aflonifhment of the foldiers, com- 
mitted no kind of diforder; the multitude traverfed 
cellars full of wine without touching it ; it was 
arms alone that they fought ; they dragged away 
cannon of the heavieft metal ; ■ and marched off 
as by enchantment. Expert cannoneers would 
have taken two days to perform what was exe- 
cuted in three hours. 

While M. Xccker was travelling quietly in 
his poftchaife, his difmiflion bad excited the 
moft extraordinary attd moft rapid commotion 
recorded in hifrory. What a night flrom Monday 
toTuefday! Patrols on foot, and crolflng each 
other at every fifteen ftcp.s ! a4nultitude agitated 
by fear, anxiety, and indignation ! a, hojlow 
murmur, accompanied by inceflant knocking, 
w’ithout any determmato. obje.tf, at doors and 
Ihops ! the melancholy, monotonous, and conti- 
nued found from all thcs, bells of ..this immenfe 
capital! the alarm-bell, amidft the dcirknefs, 

feemed 
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feemed the fignal of the indignation and ven- 
geance of a great nation, rouzed to crufli a 
throne! — What a night! — And ye princes, mi- 
nifters, and governors of empires, wlio have never 
heard this tociin,' expert to hear it found on the 
fird attempt agAtad- liberty. , . • 

This alarm-hell of the capital was heard from 
one end of the empire to the other. An invi- 
lible power ftruck in every part this land of op- 
preflion j and every where we faw men in arms 
iffue forth from its bofom. 

And on what depended this great commotion ? 
Shall we explain it ? It was excited by a divi- 
nity which w'C call Fear. The court had terrified 
the capital by the apparatus of war ; from hence 
that raemorable-'day, w'hich was the greateft, the 
moft fublime, and the mod majcftic, which will 
ever be rwxsrded by pofterity. 


CHAP. Xiri. 

CLUB OF TilE J4C0BfHs. 

» How has' the fined goW-becoi."! ; dim ; how 
but k been cbaiig^ into the vileft lead ! The 
popular focic^Sj'the patriotic clubs, the friends 
of .-the conftitution were indirpenfably neceffary 


m 
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In the firft years of our political change. Thefe 
focicties alone, by the union of the mafs of the 
people, could oppofe with advantage the preju- 
dices and errors they had to overthrow, accelerate 
the progrefs of information, . diiTeminate great 
trutljs, eftablith principles, ipread the love of .ci- 
vic virtues, implant patriotifm in every heart, and 
finally form the public fpirit,., which could alone 
produce unity of opinion as well as unity of ac- 
tion. Such were the labours which were glo- 
rioufly undertaken by ^he Jacobins ! To what 
a degree of happinefs (hould we have arrived a 
long time fince, if they had continued as they 
had begun, or as they proceeded during two or 
three years fucceeding the Revolution. The ma- 
lignant genius of faftlon had othCrwife decided ; 
already he had hovered over France, glided amidft 
patriotic clubs, and breathed his impure fpirit of 
madnefs and fury into all their members. The 
Jacobins ftill fubfift, but from the inftant of the 
creation of the Republic, thefe men no more re- 
fcmbled the patriots of 89, 90, and 91, than the 
French of the prefent <lay, republican as they 
are in name, refemble'the Spartans or Romans at 
the nioft brilliant periods . of their virtue, and 
their glory. 

If wc are defirous.to oe inrprraed or tne caufe 
of fo melancholy a change, let^us bear the words 
of an intelligent reprefentative j'^/The popular 
“ Societies,” fays he in one of his reports, “-were 

« at 
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“ at their birth the temples of liberty and eqaa- 

lity. The citizens and reprcfcntatlves of the 
*V people crowded thither to meditate together 
“ on the overtbrot^ of tyranny, the fall of king5, 
“ and the great ^eans of confolidating liberty. 
“ In thefe focieti^, we faw the people -in union 
“ wiU) theii: ihandatories, enlightening and ex- 
“ amining -their conduct. But fincc thefe fame 
‘f -atlemblies have been filled with artful men, 
“ who vtefort thither to canvas, by their vehe- 
“ ment cries, their elevation to the legillaturc, to 
“ the m.injftry» to the higheft offices of the army, 
“ fiiKe thefe clubs arc made up of too many ■ 
“ public officers, andi, too few citizens, the peo- 
‘•'■pleare become nothing; it is 'no longer the 
“ pet^Ic Avlio.' judge the government, it is the 
« cbalefced fmjflionarics, who by uniting tlicir 

influence, tilencc, terrify the people, foparatc 
“ them from their legidators from whbm they 
“ ought always to be infcjiarablo, and corrupt 
“ thp. public opigjou, on which they feize, and 
“ by which they impofe.filcncc even on the go- 
“ verntnent* by mating thcmfclvcs the denun- 
“ ci^OTs of the liberty >yhich they infull,' riiin, 
“ and dcftroy.’i 

The luminous trutlif contained in this c.vtraft, 
ought to appear fo much the lef . fufpicious to 
tho impartial reader, as they were diclated by 
one, of the mo^zealous partizans.for clubs; and 
it isi^pjrincipally to the Jaccdiins of Paris that 

thefe 
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thcfc great truths are applicable.' In reality, 
when the Dantons, the Marats, the Robefpierres, 
the Col lots, the Billauds,- the Couthons, the Du- 
mas, and many other individuals vvhofe names 
cfcapc me, predominated in the fociety, when 
every deputy of note, the minifteris,' the magi- 
ftrates of the people, and other publie funfition- 
aries were become members, they thought much 
Icfs of the government than the governors, and 
were confidered as objeQs to whom aourt W'as 
to be paid, and from whom were to be torn, ei- 
ther by flattery, meahijefs, or importunity, the 
moft. lucrative employments. The fociety was 
quite devoted to thofe perfons, and its members, 
which before fat as judges ort their conduct 
with fo much dignity, became their vilefl: para- 
lltcs, their Haves, the blind inftrumehts of their 
ambitious and deteftable paffions. 

Sucli is the abridged hiftory ot* the Jacobins, 
of whom we have been the impartial obfervers 
from tlicir origin to their fall. At different 
epochas they foihctimes did good, fortietimcs 
evil i they Ibrnied the public mind, then de- 
graded it into demagogical ianaticifra ; and 'dif- 
honoured by their exceffes that liberty which 
they had fo powerfully ferved by their labours. 

Coniidered with.tefpeft" to its members^': the 
fociety prefented, at its birth, an union df iften 
formed to aftonifli us by the boldnefs of their ge- 
nius. Divided • in* fepUments, thefe apoftlei of 

liberty 
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liberty diibai^ded, sind were replaced by weak 
ignorant men, whofe deftfl of uhderftancling 
i^liihed them on to idolize the very intriguers by 
whom they were Vanquii^ed. 

“ 'Viewed in /V; or leaders, this fo- 

cicty was J-nothing more than an affemblage of 
fa£tiott%;'nj|i$alcen men, accomplices, and victims 
of Robefpierre, and ocher great criminals. 

'One of the greateil, faults of the Conftituent 
Aflembjy, was.not having had forefight and cou- 
rage fufficicnf '^ fliut ijp all the clubs, and 
chiefly that of Paris, at the moment the conftitu- 
tion w'as ji||Lcepted by the people j if it was im- 
poffible to fupprefs entirely at that period thefe 
formidable clubs/ it w'as right at lead to circum- 
feribe them within fuch narrow' limits as to ren- 
der them incapable of ever becoming rivals wilh 
the conftitutionaJ authorities, and difturbing the 
public peace. Was it prudent to fuffef'altar to 
be erected againfi pltar? By preferving the fcaf- 
folding of the edifice, the enemies of liberty laid 
hold of'^the Vulgar among the Jticobins, andcin- 
i^loyed Aeiw as hirelings j We may compare 
them foldlers fuddenly dilbanded, and without 
pay. ‘ Tbus there has not exifled a'fingle con- 
fpoacy' agal'nil the te^blic,- which has not had 
its principal, focus at Paris. It iS under the 
fikr^on of the law's that all law has been dc- 
The Jacobins have afliimed every made, 
yw will find them agaiq^ in every primary af- 

fcinbly, 
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fembly, taking pofTeflion of tlio. lefilons, and 
forming them into arenas of counter-revolution 
jind anarchy ! Do not ttnagino that the cannon of 
Yendemiaiie has foftehed their fury ^ everywhere 
they had formed new confpiradies, and prepared 
fur Condc his entrance into the departments of 
the Doubs, and the Jura. To provoke maflacre, 
pervert public opinion, proferibe the animating 
fongs of liberty fo formidable to our enemies ^ 
fuch is the work of the Jacobins, degenerated, 
and fold to royalty. 


CilAP. XIV. 

tABOCRS IN THE CHAMPS DE ^ARS. 

Never, perhaps, has there beep feen amongft 
any people fuch an aftonilhing and ever memo- ’ 
ruble inflance of fraternity I I never think of it 
but with admiration. Here I faw ahundredand 
fifty thoufand citizens, of every clafs, age,, and 
fex, forming the moil delightful pifture ,pf conr 
cord, labour, motion, and joy which was ^ver 
exhibited! Oh, what monfters tlipfe whio 
have effaced thefe fplendid colours ! whal 
py difpofition belongs to thefe good and jbeave 
citizens of Paris, who could transform eight ^ys 

. of 
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of labour intQ eight days of the mod joyous fci 
tivRl, the moft ujiexpeftcd and the nevveft that 
had ever been celebrated I It was a fpeftaclc 
fo original,, that it Was impollible for the mod • 
indilFcrei)t or corrupted to have beheld it with- 
out emotion. In an immenfe fpace, filled with 
citizens who were truly adlive and eager to la- 
bour, the moft varied feenes prefented tliomfelvcs 
at once to our viewj here, they melted intc» 
tears at the fight of their general, who came to 
(hare in the toils of his fellow citizens ; there, wc 
heard acclamation and cries of joy at the arrival 
of tlig Ring's houfehold ; further on, a militarv 
band, of mufie announced the arrival of the 
Swrfs, thefe children of liberty, who came to 
partake Qf the feftival with their old allies and 
friends. By the fide of gardener’s apprentice*^, 
diftinguiflied by the fl«nvers and fliruhs lied t*. 
their inftrumcOts, were, tlic pupils of the fchool 
of painting, diftinguiflied by a banner rejncfeiit- 
ing.Francc. After thefe came the hopes of the 
rifing generation, the children of our legiflators, 
who had joyoufly exchanged the exercifes of the 
college, for the labours of the Champ dc Mars. 
Athwart a^crowd of monks, women, ^bbes, and 
coalheavers, I perceived the gallant Captain Kcr- 
faint, witl^^^^^yfiognomy radiant with liberty, 
drjffog. the W'hcelbarrow with the fame gaiety 
as,]be.fnounted the Be/Je PutiU, when he went to 
fight, the enemies of his count*. y. 


The 
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The refult of fo glorious and fo'^ftonifliing an 
example of fraternity, deferves to be tranfmitted 
to the moft diftant poftcrity. When the Fedcres 
arrived, we beheld the moft auguft of federations, 
tlie moft folemn triumph of the people, a* day of 
alliance, of admiration, and of tendernefs; 

This memorable day was like an experiment 
in electricity. Every thing which touched the 
chain partook of the fliock ; it was great; it was 
univerfal ; it was fuch in fliort, that the bare re- 
collcCtion is enough to rally the whole family of 
the French, if our external enemies, jealous of 
our liberty, fiioukl come to attack us. Such an 
event would produce a happy crifts, a national 
effort, which would fuddenly rebuild the edifice 
of liberty. It cannot be too often ' repeated ; 
never has the court of kings offered fo magnifi- • 
cent a IpcClacle, and fincc Lewis the Sixteenth 
was faitblefs to that facred oath, fine© he could 
never forget that he took it in the face of heaven 
and earth, before a generous nation, he can ne- 
ver be pitied for the evils*wliieh have fallen on 
his head for the moft defeftablo of j>erjdries. 

Alas! what did he poffefs fo brilliant .at his 
Vcrfailles, in that kind of fortrefs where courtierjf 
and accomplices, the heralds of flavefy, retailed 
.him as a prlfoner f llicy never, loft fight/'of 
him; they continually befet him, and all tlifis'rp 
make him fign whatever ferved their ambition,' or 
inereafed their inteieft, by the fubjeftion of the 

natiou. 
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nation. Lewis the Sixteenth dethroned hiniftll, 
by his difgraceful flight, and twenty millions of 
inhabitants, who were called Fra^ks^ flaves as they 
were,*by way of derillon, became free by a kiinl 
of miracle. 

It is impotlible to give a defeription- of thefe 
labours which would not fall fliort of the reality. 
Citizens of ail ages were proud of the honour 
of preparing with their hands the place, where 
they aflerabied to fw'ear to defend the conftitution, 
and live or die free. The multitude of peiople. 
the brilknefs of their motions, the -divcrfity of 
drefs, every thing concurred to the pifturefquc 
variety of this fete; here was a company of 
coal-porters, there a company of laundrefies, 
the flour-nfen, the water-carriers ; the fcavcnger> 
were unwilling to remain idle ; the invalids flicw- 
ed that their arms were yet as vigorous as their 
hearts were courageous. We, faw even women, 
decked with the ornaments of their fex, forget 
its weakncls, and driving wheelbarrows. The 
travellers who pafled by Verfailles exclaimed, 
with tears in their eyes, What men arc thefe 
Parili^ns [ ft was an objeft worth feeing, that 
vaft anf htli of citizens, employed in the coarftft 
occupations ; the long chain which they formed 
hamefled in overloaded carts. Lnormous ftoncs 
yiekled to their ctTorts, it feemed as if they were 
dragging mountains there was not a company 
who were not folititous to creft an altar to their 

country. 
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country. Preceded by bands 6f military mufic 
marching four deep, bearing with gaiety the 
ihovcl and fpadc, chanting that immortal chorus 
of a new fong which they call the national ca- 
riljon; all linging, ira, fa ira, yes! parJieuf 
ca ira was re-echoed by all who. heard- them. 
The inhabitants even of diftanb wliages joined in 
the ceremony, with their mayor at their head, and 
his fcarf and pickaxe on his (houider. , 

But what was raoft furprifing was thie or- 
der vi^ch reigned amongft fo great a number 
of citizens of every clafs. Not an infulting 
look, not the flighteft quarrel. There were up- 
wards of two hundred and fifty^ Aoufand in 
the Champ de Mars, and not a fihgle centinal. 
A great number of deputies of the federation 
came and joined in the labours, accompanied by 
different members of the National Affemblyj 
among them Father Gerard was diiUnguilhed, 
who, like an ancient Roman, paffed frpm the 
plough to the fenate, and from the fenate to' the 
plough. M. M. Syeyes,.and Beauhamois, made 
bp the groupe, harneffed in a cartj it was re- 
marked that they drew more towards the left'^t 
than the right} Abbe Maury drew always tb-=' 
wards the right. On .the ninth, the ctal-porters 
drew their banner behind them, and <me of 
fociety,. in a Ihort cloak and band, was the figure 
of arifiocracy perfonified by this, fame J. F. 
Maury. The colleges and boarding-fchools look- 
voL.,i. E part 
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part in thefe labours. A fchoolmafler of Vin- 
cennes, over heated by his toil, exclaimed, “ 1 

can only give niy fweat to my country at prc- 
*•' fcnt, when will the happy moment conic when 
** I may flied my blood for it ?” 

The butchers had painted a large knife in 
their banner, and wrote underneath. Tremble 
arijlotrates, here are tJie butchers apprentices / Enor- 
mous mafles gave way under their nen’ous arms ; 
the workmen of the Baftille brought in their 
carts all the inftruments w Inch they mad^ ufe of 
to overturn that horrible fortrefs. The printers 
lent a hand to this patriotic work, and had in- 
feribed on -their flag, Theprefs, the firji banner of 
liberty. 

Several communities of monks repaired alfo 
to the circus of the federation, a young eccle- 
fiaftic, well powdered, perfumed, and fparkling, 
feemed to look on this glorious feene with con- 
tempt. To the 'VoheelbarroWy to the nheelbarroio ! 
exclaimed the by-uanders, and he takes it with 
an air of indifference. A vigorous patriot, who 
HI order to expedite more labour, had a hod on 
hifi bock, while he drove a wheelbarrow full ot 
earth, preffes v near him, and exclaims. Leave, 
leave in- its place that infirument whkh you pro- 
fane. He <juttS‘ hhf own wheelbarrow, feizo^ 
- on that of M. the Abbe, goes and empties the 
earth without the Champ de Mars, in order that 

In- 
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he might not fully it, returns, refumes his hod, 
and continues his work. 

A whole family were feen working on the 
fame fpot, tin; father dug, the mother loaded the 
wheelbarrow, and the children drove it by turns, 
whilft thoyoungeft, only four years old, in the 
arms of his great grandfather, who was ninety- 
three, lifped out in fmiling. Ah ! fa iroi fa ira! 

A circumftance truly remarkable araidft this 
immenfe crowd of people unknown to each other, 
was |he extreme confidence which reigned 
amongflt them j a young man arriving, takes off 
Ills coat, throws down his two watches, takes a 
pickaxe, and goes to wmrk at a difiance. The 
people call to him, Your Hvo watches “ No tnif- 
truft amongft brethren,” anfwercd he in mov- 
ing on, and the depofit was religioufly refpcdled. 

An honed citizen was obferved, followed by 
.1 wheelbarrow loaded with a calk of wine, with 
glades in his hand, which he offered gratis to 
tliofe who were at work. Do not driuk, hre- 
lb\'n, if you arc net thirjiy, that the cajk may lajl 
the longer ; and indeed none accepted bis 
offer but fuch as were worn out with fatigue, 
and whofe wearinefs was not equivocal i the king 
came to take a view 6f this new fpeflacle i , im- 
mediately with their fpades and pickaxes on their 
dioulders, the citizens formed around him a guard 
of honour. 


E2 
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CHAP. XV. 

kino’s speech to the states GF,NERAL. 

The king enters, he puts on his hat,, the 
whole of the nobility put on their feathered hats 
alfoj the rotm-iers inftantly clap on their unfea- 
thered hats, in a fort of angry mood. The king, 
who obferved all this, takes off his hat, and im- 
mediately all the feathered hats follow tht^ ex- 
ample. This kind of parade gave an air of 
jocularity to the place and the circumftanccs. I 
amufed myfelf a good deal -with the ftory of the 
hats ; befides hats and caps have always played 
a dillinguithed part in the hiftoiy' of this world. 

The fifth of May 1789, was the day of the 
opening of the States General. “ Let us unite, 
“ gentlemen, the king permits it^ let us pay our 
“ debts.” Such was in fubftance the fpeech of 
M. Neckcr. The violent revolution of fenti- 
mejnt, the quick fucceHion of events, every thing 
commanded the renunciation of old maxims of 
politics ; but' the goieriiment pretended to 
meafure us out a partial dofe of liberty, and at- 
tempted to place bounds to the will of the na- 
tion, but in vain. The court feemed to intimate 
to the States General, “ You may do a little good 

“ to 
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“ to the people, provided you previoufly fettle all 
“ our affairs.” 

It was refoivcd to excite contellation in the 
affcmbly. The wilh of the commune was for a 
finglc national cliamber, and the court hoped 
' that the incrcafc of difficulties would bring about 
the diffolution of the States General. 

What meant thofe illufory phrafes, “ The king 
“ makes the facrifice of a portion of his autho- 
“ rity!” A nation is free, a nation becomes 
the regulator of its own happinefs when it takes 
poffeflion of its rights. Every ihconliderate aft 
of authority prepared 6iir liberty. The foil or 
climate remained the fame, every thing elfe was 
changed ; yet it is not a particular circurnffanco 
which in great commotions determines the flux 
of opinion, there muff be a combination of many 
circumftances to that effeft. 

The re-union of the orders wtfs celebrated by 
an illumination of three days. 


CHAR. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

TREES OF LIBERTY. 

A TREE is a fine obje£l in the vegetable 
world j and in the glorious days of the Revolu- 
tion, trees of liberty travelled from all the neigh- 
bouring woods, difplaced the pavement, took root 
at the foot of houfes, and married their green 
treffes with the balconies ^5f the different flowers 
which they ihaded. 

Tlie fymbois of infant liberty were welcomed 
with lively emotions j what more foothing fight 
than this mixture of edifices and green and wav- 
ing branches ? This ufage, fo favourable to the 
lalubrity of the air, has been conftantly clear to 
thofc patriots who have laboured for the free- 
dom of the French, and who, juftly irritated at 
the prejudices of a king, and the crimes of a 
court thirfting for blood, wiflied to immortalife 
the great cpochas of liberty, by changing our 
cities into rural afpccls. Thefe toils are amufe- 
ments ; the great city was decorated, and in a 
fhort fpace the royaiift and counter-; evolutionary 
fpirit fuffered thofc natural monuments of our 
courage to wither. 'Dieir yellow foilage feemed 
an emblem of the fickening republican fpirit, 
• and 
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and their beautiful and verdant branches were 
now difplayed only on the frontiers, where our 
armies triumph. How has the vigorous fap been 
dried up ? Thofe lymboJs of invincible courage 
have been infulted, they have been banilhed to 
the fields; and the facrilegious faw has cut tlpfe 
irobuft frems which were fo faithful an image of 
a fpeedy and vigorous regeneration ; the genius 
of liberty, like morality, may be attacked, but 
is indeftru£lible. A generous repentance has 
often replaced anew thofe trees of liberty which 
w'cre cut down, or which perilhed naturally. 
The prefence of Buonaparte makes all their 
branches refume their green, and lends them a 
new luftre. Frelli twigs, apd green branches, 
rife high as the roofs j as the fpring renews iw- 
ture, fo the great name of the Conqueror of Italy 
has given to the great city, this beautiful green 
clothing, which announces both the vegetable 
circulation, and the refurreftion of the republi- 
can fpirit. 


dHAP. 
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CHAP. xvn. 

JESUS. 

Oh what a time for robbers is a Revolution ! 
many bad men become rich, and many good 
men remain poor ! We would not however 
change our virtue againft their riches, for virtue 
lafts for ever, «nd riches change hands every 
day. 

Who would have guefled that our Lord Jefus 
Chrift w'ould have been called the Sans-culottc 
that he would have no other furnamc in 
the journals, in the tribunals at the Jacobins ; 
and that thu name was not given as a farcafm, 
but a true title- of refpeft ? A prodigious change 
then has taken place in the ideas of the people ; 
the permiflion of faying every thing created a 
peculiar kind of fpirit, which, joined to a good 
portion of ignorance, was only more humorous. 
The mod tumultuous commotions were accom- 
panied by a number of ludicrous incidents, and 
this great drama has , been a true tragUco- 
medy. 

But it-feems as if the evil done to another 
were a fort of eladic fpring, which returns to 
wound, the hand by which it has been bent. 

The 
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The more violent the prelTure, the more terrible 
is the ftroke. Thus evil and injuftice have their 
rcprifals; cruelty produces cruelty, and the 
Mountain, by cutting itfelf in two, has nearly 
done itfelf jufticc. 


CHAP. XVIIL 

MASSACRES OF SRPTEMBER. 

Future generations will refufe to believe, 
that fuch execrable crimes have ever taken place 
amongft a civilized people, in prefence of the 
Icgiflative body, under the eyes and by the will 
of the depofitaries of the laws, in a city peopled 
with eight hundred thoufand inhabitants, who 
remained motionlefs, and ftruck with ftupor, at 
the fight of a handful of wretches, hired for the 
perpetration of crimes. 

The number of alTafiins did not exceed three 
bund red i and in this number we muft compre- 
hend the quidams, who, in the infide of the pri- 
fon, had oonftituted themfelves judges of the pri- 
foners. 

The promoters of anarchy, the movers of the 
people, in fliort, the accomplices of the crime, 
never ceafed exclaiming, that a great confpi- 
racy would break out in Paris, in the firft days of 

Sep- 
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September. No one, alas ! will now conteft 
with them that truth, which the event has jufti- 
lied in ib atiocious and cruel a manner ; but in 
order to know the confpirators, and of what na- 
ture was their dbnfpiracy, we muft examine its 
fourcc. In eftablitfung a chain of fa£b, no fupcr- 
natural penetration, will be neceffary tp convince 
us, that/tbefe maf&cres were the work of that 
devouring fafUon, which at length attained do- 
minion by robbery and-a0aflinatton. 

Whatever be the horror with which thefe days 
of blood and opprelllon infptre me, 1 would con- 
tinually recall then) to the remembrance of the 
Parilians, till they have the courage to avenge 
them. , The.fituatk>a of the city feeming to cx- 
a£l a inore a&i?e and extenlive kind of vigilance, 
thetxtwtiel general of the commune created u 
committee of tvselve commliTarics. 

The partizans of the maflacres undoubtedly 
will not aJ&it, that the diamonds and jewels of 
the perfon^ arrelled were fufpicious. Never- 
thekds they cai^^ly toi^ poSeflion both of per- 
f(ms-and property, /Ibis fingle fa£l; is fufficlent 
to gtve^ the key of the maffiicres. When you 
aft ^ anarcfai0s> why the Committee of In- 
fpe^ioir caufe^i^property as well as perfons to 
l>e fwept away^ thegt <an give no anfw ir. 

The depdts , made at the Committee of Infpec- 
tion, proceeded front the eife^s taken out of the 
andhrom thofe who were there arreilcd, 

fuel) 
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fuch as Laportc, and Septeuil, who had aban- 
doned their houfes and their riches at the time of 
the domiciliary vi/its which preceded the malTa- 

(TCS. 

The magazines of the depdt were the halls of 
the offiefes of the Committee of Infpeflion; it was 
notorious, that in this office the trunks, boxes, 
&c. were ftored. 'Fherc was moreover in the 
hall one or two great preflesy which were filled 
.with objc£ts of great value. On another floor in- 
deed, were placed matters little worthy the at- 
tention of thefe men of prey, fuch as piftols, fa- 
bres, mufqucts, tuck-fticks, &c. 8cc. 

In this cavern, the maflTacres of September 
\vcre imagined j “In this abominable den fentence 
of death was pronounced againft eight thoufand 
Frenchmen, imprifoned for the raoft part without 
any legitimate motive, without denunciation, 
without any trace of crime, only by the will and 
picafurc of the banditti of the Committee of In- 
fpe£lion. 

Some days before the maflacrcs, the members 
of the committee, terrified at this violation of 
principles, aflefted by the frightful fpeftacle of 
a multitude of citizens flitt up at the mayoralty, 
who protefted againft their arreft, and loudly de- 
manded to be made acquainted with the mo- 
tives ; thefe commiflaries propofed to employ day 
and night in interrogating them, in order to fet at 
liberty thofc who were imprifoned without caufe, 

and 
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and to remand fuch as were liable to>be taken 
before the tribunals.* 

The 2d .of September, news was brought that 
the town of Verdun was takim by the FrulTians, 
who, added the retailers of this news, had been 
introduced by the treafon of the \’’crdunois, after 
a feigned refinance. . Immediately the a/arni-guns 
were fired, the call to arms was beaten, and the 
toefin began to found. Municipal oilicers on 
horfeback ride to the public fquares, confirm this, 
news, and make proclamations, in order to ex- 
cite the citizen^ to march againll the enemy. 

At the firft ilroke of the toefin, every one en- 
quired by, on the appeartince of the Icaft dan- 
ger, Paris was to be thrown irfto alarm, and its 
inhabitants (fruck with terror, infte.ad of having 
their minds infpired with that kind of energy 
which belongs to warriors, and which is the har- 
binger of viQcttyi Why ufe means which tended 
rather to enervate their courage? But thofe 
who were not in the fecret of the confpirators, 
were foon inftrufted by their own cx{>crience. 
Ah ! day of difgrace and mourning i It was, at 
thU fignal that the aflalTins were to aflemble, it 
.was the prelude’|0 the moft terrible carnage. 

The ruffians, iharnialled in bands, marched to 
the prifons, broke the gates of fome. made the 
gaolers give up others, and feized the viftims 
whom the Committee of Inf])c£lion had huddled 
together for fifteen days. 


Thofe 
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Thefe alTaffins, armed with fabres and murder- 
rous inftruments, with arms naked to the elbows, 
holding in their hands the lifts of profeription 
which had been made out fome days before, cal- 
led over each prifoncr by his name. 

Members of the general council, clothed’ with 
the three-coloured fcarf, and other individuals 
took their feats in the hall of the prifon, where 
was placed a table covered with bottles and 
glafll's, around which were grouped the pretend- 
ed judges, and fome of the executioners of their 
fentences of death. On the middle of the table 
was placed the regifter of the prifon. 

1 he aftalfins went from one chathber to ano- 
ther, called over each prifoner as his name flood 
on the roll, then led him before the tribunal of 
blood, w’ho commonly alkcd him this queftion : 
“ Who are you?” As foon as the prifoncr had 
given in his name, the cannibals in fcarfs in- 
fpctled the regifler, and after fome vague and in- 
fignificant interrogatories, delivered him over to' 
tlie fatcllites of their cruelty, who led him to the 
gate of the prifon, where flood other aftTaflins, 
who maffacred him, with a ferocity unparallelled 
amongfl the mofl barbarous nations. 

At the Abbaye prifon, they .-agreed that each 
time a prifoner (hould be led out to the wicket,- 
that pronouncing thefe words , — To the Forces 
ftiould be equivalent to the fentence of death. 

Thofc 
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Tbofe who performed the fame functions at the 
Force, that is, the office of executioners, pro- 
nounced fenteucc by ordering the prifoners to he 
fent to the Abbaye. ITiofc who were acquitted 
were fet at liberty, and led to feme diftance from 
the prilbn amidft the cries of Vive la Nation. 

The Legiflative Aflembly deputed fome of ius 
members to go to the prifons, and preach the law 
to the ruffians who were breaking it in f > atro- 
cious a manner. But of what influence could rea- 
fon or morality have on aflaflins .thirfting for 
blood, the greater part of whom were plungcci 
into the moft difgufting intoxication ! Such inea- 
fures were neceflarily ineffeflual, no harangue-, 
were attended toj nothing but force of a^lri^ 
could tame beings of this defeription, or tiie af 
fembly in a body ought to have gone and formed 
an infurmountable rampart around cacli prifon. 
The.affaflinsrejc£tcd with menaces every advice 
and every counfcl tending to peace. 'I'iic Ahbd 
Fauchet, fiiihop of Calvados, a member of tlie 
deputation, was thrcatcn<d^ infulted, and hart 
nearly become liirofelf the vi^im of ihcmurderers. 
He withdrew, and made a report to the Afl'etu 
bly, which wi^ itfelf in aflatc of ftupor and de- 
gradation, threatened with a total clilTolution by 
Robefpierre, who exercifed an unbounded tyranny 
over Paris. 

If we perufe the accufation of the deputy Lou- 
vet againfl Robefpierre, publillicd in the firft days 

of 
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of the CoinventioD, in which the condu£l of this 
falfe patriot, with refpe£)t to the Legiflative Aflein- 
bly, is laid open to the day, we fliall there be- 
hold that Impudent confpirator attempting to 
raife the di£latatureon the wrecks of the national 
reprefeotation, neverthelcfs Robefpierre never 
ceafed talking of his civic virtues, and of his 
difintcreftcdnefsj this wretch left the place of 
public accufer to the criminal tribunal of Paris, 
to retire, as he faid,- from public life. He ha'd 
printed, that he was no intriguer, that he defired 
no place, that he would accept none, and all at 
once he found himfcif niched in the counfel-ge- 
neral of the commune, from whence he mounted 
to the capitol. 

The priefts imprifoned at the Carmes were all 
maffacred, fave onej they were, forced to walk 
out one after the other, and often two together. 
At firll, the alTaifins killed them with mufquets, 
but on the obfervation.of a multitude of women 
who were prefent, that that kind of death w^as too 
noify, they made life of fabres and bayonets. 
Thefe unhappy vi£lhns proflrated themfelves in 
the midd of the court} and during a moment of 
meditation, abandoned by all nature, without 
aid, without any other confolation than the teili- 
mony of their own confciencc, they lifted up their 
eyes to heaven, and feemed to implore tlie Su- 
preme Being for pardon on their murderers. 


Yc 
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Ye partizans of thofe murders! favag;e confpi- 
rators! who have never ceafed deluding the cre- 
dulous multitude, will you tell us that it was im- 
poffible for you to arreft the arms of the mur- 
derers? Will you tell us, that it was not in your 
power to reprefs them? You declared to the 
departments by the lying organ of your commif- 
laries, that you could not redrain the anger of 
the people. Wretches! You have proftituted 
the name of the people, which you have never 
invoked, but to dilhonour and cover with it 
your own turpitude and guilt ! Was it the peo- 
ple, then, who committed thefe execrable crimes? 
No, the people mpura^ in filence : it was you, 
ye ferocious n^miniftirntprs, who, in league with 
the counfel-geheral of the commune, and the mer- 
cikfs Danton, prepared and executed every thing. 
It was-ye, who with a fraall number of confiden- 
tial accon\pliccs, committed thefe crimes, in or- 
der to ep;^ yourfclyes with the bloody fpoils of 
your numerp|is yiflims 1 It is you who made Paris 
the,. murderous cavern of t%||;ri(:h, and prepared 
the mifery of the people, by breaking all the fo- 
cialtie^ diyjpg,np all the canals of circulation, 
and delUoyiiigj»|tblic confidence, fq ncgcirary, fo 
indifpei|j6We profpefity and happinefs of 

that; the ppprobrioni: of 
the fe^^ayi of ^gptsntber .belppgs to this admi- 

niftration, 
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iiiftration, I would bring to rccolleftioii two facts 
which cannot be denied, the payment of eight 
hundred and fifty livres, made by the order of 
the general counfel, to the wine merchant who 
furniflied the affafilns at the Force during their 
horrible (Execution ; and the circumftancc of the 
Cortimittcc pf Infpcftion having hired, on the eve 
of the maflacrc, the carts which were made ufe^ 
of to tranfport the dead bodies to the quarries of 
t^harenton. 

If the national guard had been called out in the 
name of the law, which thofe perfidious and fangm- 
nary chiefs were induftrious in p^j^ing, how (irong 
and intrepid would ‘ihey haitfe pr^d I *Ilie whole' 
world would have rifen in mR1&: but were not this 
national guard, the main body of tvhich haS re- - 
mained pure amidft every kind of corruption and 
plunder, afraid of being accufed'of acting with- 
out orders? Were they not apprehenfivc, that 
their defire of punifliing crimes would be con- 
ftrued into criminal intentions? Such motives 
reftrained their zeal, 4|pld they remained motion* 
Icfs. ' 

t faw' the fquare the French theiaitre covered 
with troops, whom the alarm-be^liad gathered' 
together. 1 faw them ready to rSirch, antf Im- 
mediately retire to their quarters, bccaufe fom^' 
one had Come with tite traitorous tieWs that It 
was a falfe alarm, thOt it jivas nothing. Heavens ! 
it was nothing. The courts of the Carraes and 
VOL. 1 . F tho. 
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the Abbey were inundated with bloody and filled 
with corpfes, and this was nothing. 

I faw three hundred men armed, perlorming 
their cxercifc in the Luxembourg Cardens, Uvo 
hundred fteps from tlte priefls whom they were 
nialfacrcing at the Cannes.. Would tlicy have re- 
mained immoveable if they had received orders to 
march againft the affairms? 

At the gates of the Abbey and the other prifons 
were dcfohtcd wives calling n ilb ihrieks on their 
hutbands, feparated for ever from them by their 
murderers ; others endured the torture of feeing 
them ma{racred.^t their feet. The fame carnage, 
the fame atrocities, were repeated at the fame 
time ‘in ail the prifons in every place wiicre 
groaned the vittims of arbitrary power, thele 
cruelties were exercifed, attended with circum- 
llances more or lefs tragically remarkable. 

At the feminary of St; Finnin, the priefi.- 
who were confined, waited peaceably, like the 
other priefts imprifoned at the Cannes, till the 
municipality of Paris hatl^ hidicated the day ot 
their departure, and delivered them pall'ports to 
go out of France, according to. the tenor of a de- 
cree which enjoined their exile, and granted 
them three livfes a-day for their journey. It .is 
incoQteftible, that it depended only on the coufti- 
tuted authorities that this" decree Ihould be put 
in execution,, before ihc^mafliicres, but the priells 
were referved for this day. They were mutilated, 

4 and 
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;ind torn liftib from limb. At St. Firmin', it was 
thought a pleafant amufemcnt to throw them 
headlong from the roof to the ground. 

*At the Salpetriere, thofe inonfters murdered 
thirteen women, after having violated feveral. 

At thc'Bicetrc, the keeper feeing a horde of 
thefe alfaflins on their march, put himfelf in a 
podure of defence, lie had pointed two pieces 
of cannon, and at the moment that he was 
about to difeharge them, he received a mortal 
wound, 'f he aflaffins triumphant, left not a fingle 
prifoncr alive. 

At the prifon of the Chatelet, the fame car- 
nage and the fame ferocy^;,pX)k place j nothing 
cfcapcd the rage of tliefe' cannibals ; whoever 
was a prifoncr, appealed to them worthy of the 
fame treatment, . • • 

At the Force they remained '^e days. Ma- 
dame, the ci-devant Princefs of^l^aipballe was 
there imprifoned. Her fiheere attachment .to the 
v. ife of Louis the XVIth was all her crime in the 
cycs'of the multitudsfei-^^She had a€ted no part 
amidlt all our agitations^, and nothing could ren- 
der her fufpe£led to the people, to whom flic was 
known only by her multiplied a^of beneficence. 
The mofl exaggerated writers, the moft ferocious 
declaimers, had never mentioned her in ahydf 
their papers. ■ ' 

The Sd of September flic was called down to 
the office at the Force ; ftie appeared before the 
, F 2 bloody 
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bldbdy'tribuaal compofed of a few individuals. 
It furely required a ]citid of fupernatural courage 
to fupport the afpeft of thofe murderers, covered 
with blood. , 

Several vc^es were heard amidft the crowd, dc- 
mancliqg patfdoo for'Madamc dc Lainballe. The 
alTallins feemed undecideed and fpared her for a 
moment, but immediately after Ihe received feve- 
fal ftrpkes, fell bathed in her blood, and expired. 

Her head and her breafis were inftantly cut oil, 
her body was opened, her heart was tom out, her 
head was afterwards (iack on a pikCf and borne 
throughout Paris } her body was dragged after h 
at foine dldance. The^i^ers who had thus mu- 
tilated her, <atnufed'tbotftfeIves with the barba- 
rous pleafure of going to the Temple and fliew- 
ihgd^er head, and her heart to Louis the XVlth 
.and his family; 

•Every thing mod hideous and moft deliberately 
cruel that horror could ‘conceive^ ' was exercifed 
on the body of Madame dq Lamballc. 

i can add no more. Tius l,can attcft, that every 
man of humanity in fte Convention made the 
greateft exertions during three months to icarcli 
attef;|md'prefecatc thefe aboniinable airal]ins,and 
that wery rt)Otioh to this effedl was.conftan,tly re- 
jefited by the Montagftards. It Was in order to 
cfcape the vehgeaitce of Ihe law, and from the 
feat, of exemplary punifluhent, lhat they entered 
into the confpiracy of the of May, imagin- 
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ing that further murders were, the mod effec- 
tual means of waflilng out/ the- traces of their for- 
mer crimes. : . • 

When we rcfleft, that it was under this bloody 
planet thk the labours of the National Conven- 
tion began, we ought to reverence, the ^ jjiQurage 
of thofe who accepted this dangerous, officer The 
very great majority were difpofed to follow no 
other, path than that of juftice and virtue. The 
Revolution was completed, the throne dcraolifh- 
cd, a finall minority hard, arrogant, ignorant, and 
ferocious, were rcfolved to go on revolutioniz- 
ing. The divinity Marat was placed on the 
fore-ground, and his apoftle Robe/pierre, his 
hands withered and dried with cOnvulfive twitch- 
ings, clung to the tribune, where he defcanted 
on his virtues, while the partifans of defperate 
demagogy, infolently affumed the title of Repub- 
licans, and called the true republicans the found- 
ers of the republic, the mod pure and liberal wri- 
ters, Federalids, a name, which they had them- 
felves invented. 

At the bare fight of thefe new men, who rob- 
bed the Revolution of its facred charaflcr, I pub- 
liflicd a prophetic letter, in which I announced 
at the fame time their horrible triumph and their 
tremendous fall. . The exaggerated fanatic, the 
fophidic barbarian filcnccd both the philofopher 
iuid the datefman j and it mud be owned, that 

the 
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the foreign courts knew well how to chufc their 
inftruments. 


CHAP. XIX. 

TWENTY-FIRST OF SEPTEMBER, 1792. 

Let us turn for a moment to the time .when 
the Convention opened its firft feffion. The Lc- 
giflative Affembly had juft overturned the throne; 
but aftoniftied, and in fome fort ftupified at the 
great blow which it had ftruck, felt itfcif unable 
to fupport the weight of Empire, and. leaving to 
other hands the painful care of taking advantage 
of the viftory, withdrew, furrounded by honour- 
able ruins. The Legiflativc Body had overturned 
the monarchy, but had not dared to put any thing 
in itsftead. In the perfon of the monarch, it at- 
tacked every king in the univerfe, but its energy 
was exhaufted by this ftrWimfe • eJftrtion : it held 
out to France, royalty aboliftied, but had not 
the courage to pronounce the word Republic. 

The 'Convention fignalized the opening of its 
feffion by this a£l of courage; and at vffiat a 
moment! when we wdrewithout armies, when the 
defence of our frontier towns was confided to 
■Royalifts,.and confequcntly to traitors ; when the 

people. 
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people, attached to old prejudices, beheld with 
fenlatious of difniay the fall of monarchy, fo long 
the objeft of its worfliip and its affections ; when 
the legions of Pruflia inundated the plains of 
' Champagne, and might almoft without obftacle 
have traVerfed France'; when every thing,'in fhort, 
feemed to intimate that the enemy, was about to 
efface by the blood of its authors the daring de- 
cree, which transformed into a republic a country 
invaded and fubjugated by the fatellites of kings. 

We had to defend our territory, create an army, 
and raife public fpirit ; we -were without finances, 
and wore to combat with pap.er money thofe who 
had the treafures of Mexico. We could only op- 
pofe a raw and undifeiplined militia to the moft 
warlike . troops in Europe, generals of a day made 
on the eve of an engagement to face the moft 
able taftitions. Thofe great creations w’cre the 
work of a moment. The voice of danger was 
heard : eight hundred thoufand men quit their 
homes, arm to fly to the frontiers; crowds of work- 
fliops were eftabUfhed in every corner, they make 
faltpctre, prepare the thunder, they drive back 
the enemy beyond the frontier, and the French 
hoift the ftandard of victory in a foreign terri- 
tory. 

Never were fuch great things performed*; by • 
fuch weak means, never was there a ftate labour- 
ing under circumftances fo difficult ; .divided at 
home, attacked by all Europe, torn by fanaticifm, 

and 
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and faStions, the National Convention ‘triumphed 
over, all thefe united obftacles, and forced the 
EnglUli to By from our ports, which had been 
won only by perfidy. It repaired the eSc£ls of 
that treafon, which, driving us back from Flan- 
ders, opened the gates of the republic to*our ene- 
mies, and loft; us the fruits of the moft glorious 
campaign, and of the moft fplcndid viftories. 
Our triumphant arlnics penetrated anew into Bra- 
bant, and the Hollanders beheld foon after, amidft 
the moft rigorous of winters, heroes who knew 
how to brave the inclemency of the feafons, and 
triumph over nature iifelf, The Greeks, that 
people whom the friends of liberty ever love to 
cite, becaufe they afford us the nobleft examples, 
boafted in the fpace of fcveral ages but of three 
or four triumphs. The battles of Salamis, of 
Platea, of Marathon, infpire the remembrance 
of what glorious efforts the human mind is capa- 
ble, warmed, with the love of its country, and the 
enthufiafm of independence. But the French 
people performed more in . three years than that 
people, fo juftly celebrated, atchieved in three 
ages. The Rhine and the Scheldt were almoft at 
the fameimoinent the theatres of our courage. The 
Greeks -had to cdfnbat tlfe effeminated people of 
men enervated by the mildnefs of the cli- 
mate and the luxCiries of life ; and we, we have 
conquered the warriors of the north, ftrengthened 
by exercife, labours, and the fevereft difciplinc. 

When 
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When . Fame everywhere publifhed our tri- 
umphs, what could the univerfe think of that 
government which had created an army of he- 
roes, and organized vi£lbry in twenty different 
places ? Was not the Convention confidered as an 
affembly of men united in the fame fentiments, 
warmed by the mod ardent patribtifm, llrangers 
to every faftion and every private intereft? an 
affembly, of whom it might be afferted what the 
miniftcr of Pyrrhus faid of the Senate of Rome. 
Alas! thofe men who made Europe trerhble, 
who abroad imprefled ideas of greatnefs and fub- 
limity, exhibited to their fellow-citizens the pic- 
ture of the mod contemptible paffions. At a dif- 
tance, it was the fplendour of Olyrppus .and the 
majedy of the gods; near, it was the melancholy 
fpeftacle of a few frivolous virtues, little conteds 
of fclf-love, and the fliamcful druggies of hatred 
and revenge. V\'^e recolledl what was the fur- 
prize of the ambaffadors which Theodoric the 
Second fent to Attila,; terror w'hich 

his name had infpired, i.they expefted to* fee this 
monarch furrounded with all the luxury of Afiatic 
greatnefs, they beheld, on the contrary, a man 
of fliort dature, and whofe outward form difeo- 
vered nothing elevated. “ What!” exclaimed 
, they, " Is this the conqueror of nations! Is tliis he 
“ whom we fear, admire, and who fills the wprld 
“ with the found of his name!” A foreigner, in 
feeing our National Affembly, would have con- 
ceived the fame a.ftonifliment. In the fpacc of 

three. 
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three 'years, it prefcntcd the image of ihc nipii 
dil^aceful pufillanimity, and inoft devoted cou- 
rage. Sometimes it brought to our recollociion 
the Senate of Tiberius and Domitian, and at 
other times we faw it difplay the great charac- 
ter, the heroic firmnefs qf the Senate of Rome on 
the fack of the city by the Gauls. Amongft its 
members, were fome to be execrated by the re- 
moteft pofterity, and others who would have hor 
noured Athens and Sparta at !the moft glorious 
periods. The Convention was divided into two 
factions, one made up of energetic, violent men, 
who were rcTolvcd to have liberty at any price. 
The mod terrible meafures did not affright them j 
they would have facrificed without, remorfe the 
two-thirds of the prefent generation, if they had 
rhought that facrifice neceffary. Convinced of 
the perverfity of the human heart, they w'ere per- 
fuaded that their fellow-citizens 'were not capa- 
ble of making this ftcrifice to, the public good, 
not only of theleaft part of their fortune, but even 
of the diftinflions of prid.e and illufions of vanity ; 
experience has but to6.,well jutiified their fufpi- 
cions, it has but too well taught us that niiftruft 
is the beginning; of. wifdom. ITicfe ardent and 
impetuous revolutionifts defpifed as pulillanimous 
thfe riiild and humane conceptions of phi’ofophy, 
they thought, that in order to eftablifh a new or- 
der of things, it was indifpenfable to proferibe 
or ftrike without mercy at every thing which held 

to 
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to the old. At the head of the other party were 
men who bad, borrowed from the ftudy of feienee, 
and the>pra£lice of literature,' tliofe mild difpofi- 
tions whiqh are valuable in ordinary times, but 
l.ittle'fitted to weatlier dT maftcr the llormsof a 
revolution. They thought alfo too favourably of 
their cotc .nporaries: they believed that our mis- 
forturcs were more the efFe£l of errors than the 
refuit of depravity ; and that to make men in 
Jove with virtue, it was fufHcient to prefent it to 
their view. 

A wide interval exifts between the ftudy of 
books and the commerce of life. The philof6- 
pher, in his retreat, creates to himfelf an imagi- 
nary world, which np more. refemblcs the real 
woild than Eiyfium refembles Tartarus. Thefe 
of whom wc fpeak, wiflied for a republican go- 
vernment, but they fliuddered a,t the means made 
ufc of by their opponents for obtaining it; they 
wiflied it with 8% few calamities as poflible; they 
did not believe that it was neceflary to facrifice 
human viftims on the Aharof Liberty; they had 
given the "people the'firft impulfion, and.imagined 
that they could diretl and flop them at their plea- 
fure ; they did not reflect, thdt jtiwas much morfe 
cafy to raife the paihonS't|ian reftrain them, to ex** 
cite infurreftions than to eftablifli orddr, aat^hat 
it was not impoflible to fay to a great nation, af- 
ter having employed every means of inciting it, 
as the Eternal fays to the waves of the fca, thus 

^ fer 
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raftdft him the enemy of every tnnn of fuperior ta- 
lents. Genius, ability, knowledge, wsfere fo many 
titles of profeription ih the eyes of this Omar, 
under whofe favage domiuatioii we wlthc/Ted the 
deftru£iion of the greater part of thofc men 'who 
did hoiiour to lheir country, and whom foreigners 
would hayfe envied us. The part which this tri- 
bune ’a£ted amongft us • is an eternal fubjeft of 
opprobrium for France. The yoke is much lefs 
difgraceful, when thofe vyho impofe it have a de- 
cided fuperiority of underftanding over us, which 
it is almoft impoflible to refiftj it has been 
thought, that it was neceffaty to have great qua- 
lities, in order to commit great crimes. The 
fcourges of nations have alw'ays prefented them- 
felves to our eyes under ftriking colours. Never- 
thelefs, in tte moral, as in the pbyffcal world, the 
malevolent^ualities are not always the attribute 
of' flrengtb. The Terpent, which creeps under 
the graft, is more dangerous than the tyger who 
difplays terrific majefty. We illould have rhany 
reproaches to make .tO"^ nature, if fuperior ta- 
' lents always of ev^*' often -accompanied per- 
yerfenefs. This man, to whom pofterity will af- 
figre the rank- which he -ought to hold, and w’ill 
certainly never 'pltee amongll thofe wl^ofe fplen- 
di^yfces excite ‘ at once horror and iidmiration, 
madfe a complete trial Of diir cowardice. During 
the fpace of two years, every thing gave way to 
his atrocious will, and he might have continued 

his 
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f lis ravage domination much longer, if he had not 
iniprudeptly marked out his viftiin?; before he fa- 
crificed tjiiem. He perilhed ; fear accomplifhed 
what patriotifm ought to have elFefted, he pc? 
«lheti, and nothing remains of him but the re- 
membrance of his crimes, and of the humiJiatimj 
vvitli which he has covered his country. 

Robefpierre has left us no marked feature to 
record. Every thing about him bore the damp of 
jmfiilanimity, of a dark,* diftruftingfoul, barbarous 
conceptions and infane projetfs. It will not be 
forgotten, that he had the mania of wifliing to 
create a new religion, and exercife its ridiculous 
funtfions. This burlefque feene, which he de- 
fgribed to us as the happieft day of his life, did 
not long leave him very pleafent recollections. 
He felt, in dying, the juftnefs of the' application 
of the title of Cromwell, a much . greater multi- 
tude flocked around his fcaffoldthan had crowded 
to the altar, wht^ he eroded himfelf into the j)on- 
tifF of the Supreme Being. But it was not fu/R- 
cient to have overthrown, tliis favage tyrant, it 
was ncceffary.to cruflt thtf faction that had clung 
around him, to reftrain the .herd which they gain- 
ed over by their corruption '..and thdir flatterif^s, 
and wreft from their hands which, they 

had exercifed as tribunes under him.. 'rhe*h^&n$ 
employed were not, as experience has proved, 
calculated according to the rules of found poli- 
cy. In Order to cruflt demagogical fury, a fatal 

afccii.- 
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afcendency was given to the enemies of the re 
pubjic. Thoie who defended the Conyention it> 
the (days of" Fraireal, thought they haji laboured 
ior the rC'eftablifliment of the throne ; they hop- 
ed, that by crufhing the people, they iliould^havi 
been able tocruih the Convention itfelf. • 

We fobn beheld a cowardly and effeminate 
fet of yoiing men deferring the frontiers, Jiadcn- 
ing to opprefs, nay, aflaflinate the patriots, the 
cldeft friends of liberty; dhefe vile Sybarites, on 
whom the nanle alone of republic ftruck terror, 
effaced and everywhere proferibed the figns and 
emblems of independence. To the fongs of vic- 
tory they fubftituted; the atrocious cries of ven- 
geance; they prowled everywhere for viflim.s, 
and thirfted to make an hecatomb of the whole 
mafs of republicans. Such, at leaft, was the hor- 
rible wiflt which they did not affect to conceal at 
ihe theatres,, ^d in every public place.' The 
whole of the fouth was, the fc^e of the mod 
dreadful maflacres. They readily conceived,- that 
after facrificing every patjribt, the, rc-eftablifliment 
of the throne w'ould.no^ be difficult.. In flior), 
they believed, that ’the moment was come, and 
tlic . confpir^y ofvthc 13th Venderaiairc un- 
mafked this fa6riop> which had been too much 
reij^ffed, and in whofe hands arms ha j been in- 
difcrcctly placed. The Convention terminated 
its career by the mofl; important of viftories. It 
created liberty at the opening of its reffion, and 

did 
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.lid not break up without having faved it. This 
is what it can oppofe to its enemies and its gain- 
fayers. 

^^rejudice and animofity may blind its contem- 
hut pofterity^will do it juftice. It will 
, be felt, that it was not poffibie to make a Revo- 
lution which gave a (hock to fo many pailions 
and fo many prejudices, without commotions. It 
is not calm and reflexive wifdom which fits 
amidft political tempefts, but cnthufiafm, ftrong 
paffions, and even fanaticifm, that ride the whirl- 
wind. The philofopher mourns in filence from 
amidft his retreat over human calamities, and in- 
dicates the means by wfiich they may be reme- 
died; but ambitious men, gfeedy of titles or 
wealth, cannot diveft themfelves, at the voice of 
the fage,of thofe riches or diftinflions which they 
have ufurped. It is not fufficient that there are 
philanthropifts who write, there murt alfo be ar- 
dent fpirits who are capable of afting. Private 
vices often aflfume, indeed, the place of public 
intereft ; but wherever there are men, we flial! 
ever behold the weaknefs of their nature imprint- 
ed on their works, and vve never-ought to indulge 
the flattering hope that the world will ever be* 
governed by celeftial intelligences.^ ' \ 

Our Revolution has undoubtedly been 
caufe of very great evils, but the paft is no longeir- 
in' our power, let us labour for the future, and 
take advantage of ‘ our faults. Adverfity ought 
voi. r. G ■ to 
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to be a faithful fource pf inllru^liou to nations 
as well as to individuals. We have palled throiijj;h 
every trial, we have prcfcnted the pit^ure ol 
every extravagance, and of every kind ol folly ; 
but thefe afflictive fcenes have been compcjplVtt’d 
by acts which are fitted to do honour to 'htiman 
nature. No people have carried their enthufiafin 
for liberty farther, or given more proofs of cou- 
rage and of devotednefs ; we fliouid liave done 
greater things if we had known how to take ad- 
vantage of our impetuous and impaffioned cha- 
rafter. Though we have been badly direfted, 
\ve have refilled all Europe ; we have overthrown 
every fa£tion j and, in fpitc of the inconftancy 
and the lightnefs ' with which wc have been re- 
proached, have Ihewn ourfelves firm and obftinate 
in the defence of our rights. It is now time to 
flop, longer ftorms would make us lofe the fruit 
of our labours. It is time to prefent to Europe 
the fpcftacle of a great republic, formed amidft 
tempells, which had difplayed at its birth the. 
greateft vigour, and tvhich proniifes to reach the 
higheft deilinles. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XX. 

BONNET-ROUGE. 

The ftandard of Jacobin pcrfcftion! This ri- 
diculous drefs was adopted by a foolifh kind of 
a fellow, a rfcpfefentativc of the people, who 
wore it conlfantly on his head. He attempted 
to fpeak one day at the tribune without taking 
oflF his cap. The Co/J Jroit was angry, upon 
which he took his red cap, and placed it on the 
buft of Marat : this tour d^ejjirit had been whif- 
pered to him by fome byftander. 

The atfaflins, who, after having committed their 
atrocious deeds under the name of patriots in 
1793, continued their crimes after Thermidor 
under the banners of ex-royalty, were defirous 
of making the bomiet -rouge the French head- 
drefs ; no objeflion was made to the cap, as the 
enfign of liberty, but a .very ftrong one to its co- 
lour, the emblem of blood. The cap was hoifted 
at every theatre, and covered every head in the 
revolutionary committees. Under the influence 
of this red cap, the extravagant conftitution of 
1793 was compofed. It was the fignal of anar- 
chy, the helmet of Henriot, the diadem of Chau- 
mette. ITie Montagnard party, without abfo- 
G 2 ■ lutely- 
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lately admitting, or reje8;iug it, were pleal«;d at 
feeing it worn by their executioners, as an orna- 
ment which portended nothing gay. 

The revolutionary women, known by the name 
of furies of the guillotine, paraded througlf, 
drefled in this cap, and prefented a-a Wdrefs 
to offer to mount guard, to ferve the artillery 
while their hufbands went to fight the enemies 
of the republic. This extravagance was applaud- 
ed with cnthuliafm by all the wearers of red 
caps. 

Chabot, that odious Capuchin, who came 
one day to the Convention in the filthy drefs ol 
the Sans-culottes, his bread uncovered, his legs 
naked, in wooden fliocs, held the red cap fliamc- 
lefsly in his hand. It was under his aufpiccs 
that the Commune demanded the abrogation of 
the martial law, in order to fubditute a fydem 
of aflaflination, which , was to mow down with- 
out didinftion the poor and the rich, all who ad- 
hered to the principles of judice and virtue, and 
thereby realife the projedf of the famous Marat, 
in cutting off two hundred and fifty thoufand 
heads. 

This . botmet-rmge was made a kind of banner 
againd the Federalids. Federalifin was a fable 
^vented for the purpofe of making the impri- 
foned deputies rcfponfible for all the misfortunes 
of which news arrived every indant at the Con- 
vention. A multitude of fe6tions and of com- 
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niunes around Paris marched in procc/lion through 
the hall of the Convention, drums beating, and 
crying out, Vivent les Sans-ctUoUes ! Five le bon- 
ne^otige ! It was after thefc vociferations, that 
th'(f^pntagnard party decreed that all the ar- 
refted cf(5puties fhould be transferred into a na- 
tional houfe, from whence they only came out to 
go to the fcaffold. 

A member of the General Revolutiontfiy 
Council iifed to llcep in his red cap, and in- 
fulted every one who did not wear It. He was 
called James Roux, an apoftate prieft, who 
charged himfelf with conducing Louis the XVIth 
to punifliment, inftead of the executioner, who 
was fatisfied to wait for his vi£lim at the fcaffold. 

I le was ftill more ferocious and more incendiary 
than his colleagues, fo much that he even terrified 
them. He difhonoured the bonnet-rougs : by 
degrees the moft exaggerated bluflied at this em- 
blem; it did not difappear altogether, but remain- 
ed mixt with the throe colours. We fee it ftill 

many of the theatres. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AT THE«' l^y-CHE 

If we could for a moment doubt of the active 
part which foreigners have taken in our affairs, in 
fubfidiaing feveral chiefs of the Jacobins, and 
forcing the reft into crimes, we have only to 
throw our eyes on the Central Committee of the 
Eveche, which was formed all at once as by en- 
chantment, which declared itfelf inverted with 
illimited powers by all the fcctions of Paris, which 
declared th'e city in a ftatc of infurrcction, and 
ordered the barriers to be Ihut. 

'I'he greater part of the members of the com- 
mittee were not prcnchmen ; amongft them was 
one Gufman, a Spaniard, from whom I gained 
many confertions at the time of iny captivitvy 
and who fo far interefted liimfelf in my fate, that 
he w iflied to fave me, in feparating me from my 
colleagues, which I conftantlv refufed. 

The Swifs Pache, the Brabauter Dubuiflbn, the 
Ncufchatelois Marat, the ex-capuchin Chabot, 
brother-in-law to two Auftrians, fuch were the 
perfons who named Henriot temporary com- 
mander of the armed force, and who gave forty 
fols a day to fuch Sans-culottes as would remain 

under • 
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under arms. They filled alfo Ihd galleries of the 
Convention with their violent agents. They 
broke the chains of that anarchy by which they 
yere at length devoured j and what is moft in- 
'ci^f/'iLle is, that in ftriking thefe blows, in dilTolv- 
ing'liiiY'tonventional union, they wiflied that this 
diffolntion fliould have the air of coming from 
the Convention itfelf. 

The alarm-bell was in the hands of the com- 
mittco. Barrere flattered it with his vile falfe- 
hoods, Robefpierre confidered it as his pedeftal, 
and we, honeft and enlightened men, it was in 
vain for us to fay to the Convention and the 
^fountain, “ It is your heads .they are looking 
“ after ; do not you fee the ferocious Henriot, 
“ he reflects the confpiracies of the foreign cabi- 
“ nets ; he holds the lighted match in his hand, 
“ with which he is going to fire the cannon againft 
“ the national palace. Herauld de Sechelles is 
“ a traitor, a perfidious wretch, who is in league 
“ with him." The Jacobins, blinded by the ha- 
tred and ferocity of their charader, preferred the 
defpotifm of Henriot, his hat on his head, and 
infolence on his brow, to the virtues of Vergniaud, 
of Genfonne, of Barbaroux, of Briflbt ; and the 
fervilc inftrument of the cruelties of Robefpierre, 
and Couthon, all made the Montagnards the obfe- 
cjuious fatcllites of 1 lenriot, exclaiming that the 
fovereign people were in infurrefijon. 


The 
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The Mountain therefore approved the coiuiurt 
of the commune, and humbled by the moft in- 
folent audacioufnefs, itfelf fanftioned the violence 
of a few obfeure demagogu-ps, and made way j^or 
that deluge of evils with which France was VibfMil'' 
to be overwhelmed. 

Where then w'as that republican vir.-- ... — 
confifted only in murdering republican colleagues, 
in creating the w'ords of federalifm and fede- 
ralifts, w'hich they taught the tricotenfes, fillers to 
the furies of the guillotine, in propagating tliolo 
magical and fanguinary exprelfions of which the 
wretches who ufed them were not the dupes, 
and with which they would have thruft the head 
of every imprifoned deputy under the axe of de- 
cemviral tyranny ? And let it not be faid that 
the day of the ninth of Thermidor faved the re* 
publican deputies. The feventy-three members, 
who ^one had done, their duty and proteflcd 
againft that anarchy, languiflied ilil! in prifon for 
more than four months. And the Parifians, who 
hated every thing that adhered to the republic, 
did not dare to deliver them j the whole of the 
Convention bending under the yoke of lliamc 
and infamy, was forced to recall them into the 
fenate, if I may ufe the expreflion, in Ipite of 
itfelf. 

Thy poignard, oh, Tallien ! thou refervedft for 
thy executioner, but thou couldft not arm thyfelf 

with 
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with it for the true republicans; thou haft faved 
thy own head without faving the lives of others ! 
What imported it to thee, that upright deputies 
gvaned in dungeons I After the criminal indif- 
l^'-ent’e with which the republican party was 
conftcii/Jy attacked or menaced, let no one be 
aftoniflied at the days of Germinal, Praireal, and 
Vendeinaire ; thefe days would not have taken 
place, if the vi£torious party of the tenth of Au> 
guft had performed what juftice and the love of 
the republic equally enjoined; but hard and 
frigid egotifm aflimilated thofe reprefentatives 
who had not been in peril, to thofe cowards 
who, faved from a common danger, abandon 
their neighbours, becaufe it would coft them a 
flight effort to crufti a band of robbers. 

Tallien ! thou raifedft thyfelf as a cowardly 
fluggard rifes at length when the fire reaches the 
mattrefs of his bed ; thou haft indeed a£ted a j>art 
in the tragedy W'hich finiihed the reign of Robef- 
pierre, but thou wert not the author of it ; and 
decemviral tyranny and the Montagnards ftrove at 
that very period to renew thofe feenes of horror. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

THE MEMORABLE WEEK, 

This is the name given to that (liort fpace of 
time which was marked by events, fuch as have 
never been feenamongftany people in any country. 
The iinprifonment of the eleven French guards, 
who from their patriotic refufal to fire on the 
people, had incurred the difgracc of the court, 
induced the people to arm. The oflicers of the 
regiment of guards fliook with rage, when they 
faw thofe brave foldiers lay down their arms. 'I'lie 
grateful people forced the prifon of the Abbey of 
bt. Germain-des-Cres j and all the prifoners were 
fet at liberty, T he buft of the Duke of Orleans was 
carried in triumph, and we do not conceive even 
yet what was the plan or view of this prince j 
he probably had none,, or perhaps we ought to 
confider him as the mcreft automantun that has 
ever figured in hiftory. After having been the 
puppet of the foreign cabinets, he became the in- 
ftrtiment of every fattion. One ’v<.uld have 
thought that it was n'eceffary to commit fomc aft 
of violence on his' perfon, and carry him feated 
to the throne, in order that it might be faid, that 
he had a.^cended it in fpite of himfelf. The 


worn 
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worn-out Hate of his body, no doubt, influenced 
liis mind, fince he nianifefted at the fame time fo 
much credulity and careleflhefs, fulfering a fac- 
tion to a6t under his name, to which perhaps he 
*dM not belong, and which, changing its own 
prirfeipics, and efpecially divided with refpe£t to 
its members, did not fail to cut off the head of a 
chief fo inert, who had expended treafures . 
through avarice, and confidered the diadem as a 
farm which might be purchafed with money. 

On Sunday, the twelfth day of July, the cour- 
tiers walked with their heads ereft in the gallery 
of Verfailles, they fmiled with joy at the idea 
alone of the approaching deftruftion of the capi- 
tal j, the Sunday following they were humbled, 
and whifpered to each other. The king had 
taken the national cockade, had come to Paris, 
had pafled under the fpear of Reel, that is to fay, 
under thirty thoufand pikes or fwords held acrofs 
for the length of eight hundred paces. The 
courtiers were confounded at thefe rapid events, 
and if we had kept the king at Paris, denioliflied 
and razed the chateau of Verfailles, as I pro- 
pofed, never would criminal hope have entered 
into fo many terrified hearts, who recovered from 
the fliock by degrees, and who regarded the Re- 
volution as a torrent which had already ceafed to 
flow. 

The chateau q £ Verfailles remaining flanding, 
gave courage to all the flaves of the courts and 

increafed 
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increafed their perfidy; and as tlie people are 
greatly afFe£tcd by external ligns, if the habitattoi\ 
of the kings bad been deftroyed, as political 
fwrefight enjoined, the monarch and his coutt 
would have faid that the infurrefelion was feripus* 
and dccilive ; they would have a£led accdTffnigly, 
and all the blood which has been fpilt i^'ould 
have remained in the veins of the generous 
French, 

My propofition was rejefted, becaufe it was 
faid,' that 1 had made this motion only to accom« 
plifh a kind of prophecy which I had made re- 
fpecling the caftle of VerfaiJIes, when I repre- 
Icnted in a dream, the lhade of Lewis the XlVlh 
watering, with the tears of repentance, the laft 
half-broken column of his proud and expenfivc 
monument. I will venture to fay, that this pa- 
lace has conftantly fed the hopes of the coalofced 
powers, hearing that it was carefully kept up 
and preferved in all its former fplendour. The 
princes had made the multitude believe, that tlie 
king was only gone into the country on a hunt- 
ing party. 

We ought to have ftruck the minds of llie 
people by this mighty deftru£tion, have feattered 
at a diftance the materials of this fupc;b palace, 
and have built a city with them ; and as a bird 
of prey, which, after lofing its neft, finds nothing 
to feizc on with its dreadful -claws, the court 
would have faid. We are quite fubdued_, Yer- 
fuilles is no more ! 
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Rclig ion itfelf, when it has no temple, wanders 
about vagrant and defolatej what would have 
been the cafe with royalty, when torn from its 
bafe, infulated, circumferibed ? It would have 
been ’ forced to hai^e taken reft on a pavement 
which was no longer marble, and under roofs 
which difplayed neither (how nor magnificence. 

The chateau of Verfailles was the inveftiture 
of a great king, of a king proud and powerful i 
there ought to be no more kings proud or pow- 
erful ; it would have been wife therefore, in fuch 
lingular circumftances, to have heard the voice 
of meditation, penetrated with the ftrong con- 
viftion of the real danger of leaving a chateau 
(landing, the centre of every political operation, 
thc*name of which, both far and near, excited 
ideas altogether difeordant with an order of things 
fo new, and which became neceffarily invincibly 
commanding, or of no importance. 

It avas the impetuous vehemence of the peo- 
ple, which produced all thefe mighty occurrences; 
amongft the wounded were many of feventy years 
old, and children of twelve. In two days time 
the- city had afliimed all the air of an immenfe 
ganrifoned town. We only touched the walls 
and they fell down. Great pieces of artillery 
were borne away from the Invalids as by en- 
chantment; and, without having been taught, 
evety one knew how to exercife and handle 
ariiis. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

NATIOXAL GUARD. 

This creation was a miracle, and is a proof 
that men effect always more by their will than by 
their underftanding j and that in great revo- 
lutions, it is not reflection that picdoininatos, but 
energy. 

Had all the kings of France, one after the 
other, undertaken the aftoniniing creatign of this 
national guard, not only would they have failed 
in their proje£ts, but they would infallihly have 
perifhed in the attempt. It was the biiiTt of a 
great people, who were rcfolvcd to be no longer 
the.fubje£ts of arbitrary power. 'I'he old regime 
was aboliflted from that very day ; and it ap- 
peared evident to every reflecting nind, that rov- 
alty could no longer amalgatc itfclf with a dozen 
capitals, fuddenly inflamed w'th the fame fire of 
liberty, and ready to fhed their blood to repel 
and crufli for ever that infupportai !e opprcfli<m, 
which had made them groan for fo many ages. 

That courage was the prelude to the viflories 
which in Germany, and cfpccially in Italv, have 
decided that the French Nation was made to go- 
vern itfclf. Had we been governed by an 1 lenrv 

the 
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the Fourth, Lewis the Fourteenth, and Charle- 
magne, the explolion once having taken place, it 
was in the power neither of the valour nor the 
genius of thefe princes to have flopped its vio- 
knee or degraded its majefty! 

The royal authority was truly vilified by the 
hiftory (^f the necklace ; but here the monarch 
was fubdued in the fame manner as if Charles 
the Ninth had been arrefted when ready to fire 
on his fubjefls. Every Parifian faw the blunder- 
bufs cocked at Verfaillcs. Tlie general cry, and 
It muft have been heard to feel what it was, calk 
cd for the overthrow of the throne; it was iin- 
podihle for the greateft poltroon not to join in 
tlie terrible cry ; all enlifted, even the poet, and 
^ the queftion that day was the giving up the king, 
as in religious revolutions a part of Europe had 
given up the pope. 

If it was with the cflablifliment of permanent 
armies that fervitude began, the nccelhty of re- 
creating a citizen militia was readily felt, in order 
to prevent the princes from hereafter coining to 
triumph by force. But what is inconceivable is, 
that the National Guard w'as the work of the 
twinkling of an eye; there w'as neither plan, 
project, nor determination. We cried out, 
“ Every Parifian is a foldicr,” and France re- 
peated, “ Every Frenchman will take arms.” 

The enemy of liberty foon corrupted this infti- 
tiflion with uniforms, caps, and epaulets, and 

efta- 
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eftabliihed thofe diftin£tionS for ever dear to 
hirelings, who fly under the command of a 
fingle individual to flght againA the country. 
They wiflied to feparate the National Guard 
from the nation itfeJf, and the proje£t of La 
Fayette feemed to be that of putting it imme- 
diately under the orders of a commander tacitly 
devoted to the king. But every defpot is the eter- 
nal enemy of the liberty of. the people, and the 
National Guard was armed only for the defence 
of the national fovereignty. 

Thefe external ornaments infpired fomc pride, 
and gave a tone of arrogance to a few Ally indi- 
viduals j but they bound the wealthy citizen to 
the clafs of the poor, and the moft ludicrous va- 
nity became the inArument without knowing it 
of the ^irit of a free people. 

The lion is terrible and cowardly at the fame 
time ; if he miflfes the prey upon which he leaps, 
he walks off afliamed,and never attacks in front j 
he refembles the defpot j Lewis the XVIth was 
like the lion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. iXIV. 

SECURITY. 

VViiiLE the Pruflians were in Champagne* 
and when Dumpurier had flattered- himfelf that 
he could penetrate as far as Paris, with the de- 
iign of depofing the Convention, one might have 
concluded that, thefe things would have excited 
a general alarm. On the contrary, the theatres 
were as brilliant as ever, and the coffec-houfes 
filled as ufual with newfmongers. TTie haughty 
menaces of the enemy never reached our cars, 
nor did we form the Icall idea of their fanguinary 
hopes. 

The capital, whether from its mafs, or by a 
confcioufiiefs of its force, has always thought it* 
felf inaflailable, flieltered from the fortune of war, 
and fitted to ftrike terror into its enemies. They 
laughed at the idea of a plan of defence, as a 
thing abfolutely ufelefs, as no one would e.V(^ 
venture to attaclc the great city. 

This ftoicifm w'as one of the greatefl; ramparts 
of liberty. Was it the efleft of ignorance, ot 
from having loft in a calm of more than an huni# 
died and fifty years, alhidea of war ? 

The people were never greatly, intimidated, 
neither by the report of the body-guards, in 

VOI-. I. H which 
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which Antoinette was painted under the name ot 
the tygrefs of Germany, holding the Dauphin in 
her arms, and infiigating to hollilitics ; nor by the 
flight of the king, which feemed a diflblution ot 
the government, nor by the taking of Verdml, 
nor by the mamfclloes of all the kings of Europe. 
It was impoliible to introduce the terror of an 
enemy amongd them, and the people never 
would have known what terror wa.s, but for the 
decemviral tyranny, which did niorc harm to li- 
berty and the country than all the armies of Fitt 
and Cobourg. 

'I'hefo two names, from the habit of repeating 
them, became terms of ridicule j we muft have 
been witnefles of this impoflibility to have be- 
lieved it. Whilft through all Europe it was 
faid, “ It is all over with Paris : were it the low- 
“ eft of the Bourbons, they would put him on 
“ the throne,” the people who had carried off 
the cannon from the Invalids, and forty thoufand 
mufquets in three hours’ time, neither conceived 
njtr imagined the poflibility of danger. They fet 
themfelves to adore Marat, to e.xalt Robefpierre, 
to believe in Chaumettc ; and Abe Dumouriers, 
the Cuftines, the Dampierres, the Bouinonvillcs, 
the Keliermanns, whether they were traitors, or 
faithful to the public caufe, infpired neither fear 
nor inquietude j they faw with fang froid the ex- 
ecution of a- revolutionary tribunal, and flrong 
in the call upon the people for thre.e. huniked 

. thoufand 
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'lioufand men ncccffary to complete the armies 
ol the republic ; they continued to go quietly to 
the opera, and the curtain rofe exactly at the 
fame hour, whether they cut off fixty heads, or 
ohlv thirty. 


CHAP. XXV. 

COMMUNE OF PARIS. 

I T is di6icult to explain how that tremendous 
authority of Commune of Paris came to be form- 
ed, which was fo often denounced and attacked 
by the Gironde ; a flock of women, forming a 
private aflbeiation, which they entitled Fraternal 
Society, paraded throughout the ftreets with a 
banner at their head, inviting the people to go 
with them to the Abbey-prifon, and relcafe their 
upright wagiflrate. When’ Hebert was arrefted, 
the Commune became a power which credied 
itfelf on a fudden. The Jacobins made a Na- 
tional Affembly of it, and it was in vain to bring 
any evidence of this a£l of treachery and treafon, 
the Sicaircs fitting at the Hotel de Ville, having 
on their fide the coryphees of the party in oppo- 
fition to the Gironde party, faid to the Parilians, 
“ Kill, my friends, kill, imprifon, for Collot 
H 2 “ d’Hcr- 
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“ crHcrhois is refolvcd to fire dtc alarm guns, 
“ and veil the fiatue of Liberty.” We faw the 
Parifians fiipporting this infernal alTembly, this 
cavern of anarchifls and robbers become the •de- 
fenders of all fiich as were unwilling to render 
an account of the riches which fell under their 
gripe on the fecond of September, and it was 
necelTary, in order to cfTecf the total diffolution 
of the national reprefentation, to annihilate the 
Gironde. 

The fpirit of Paris was at that time to render 
the Commune independent of every other kind 
of power, to make it the centre of dominion, 
and the fovereign of the republic ; this idea 
blinded the Parifians. The mafs of the popu- 
lace took the afcendancy, and put itfelf in a ftato 
of vigilance ; Chaumette became their king ; and 
this little man, who had been a and 

afterwards a man of letters, who wrote me three 
epiftles to obtain the place of fchoolmaller, and 
was rejected as a hog of the monkilh ftyc, now 
rivalled Koljefpierre, and would have overthrown 
him, but for a violent meafure which he ventured 
to take, and which overfet himfelf. The Spaniard 
Gufman was his minifter, and he ov ned-to me 
in the prifon of the Force, arid l)eforc witnefles, 
that the infiirrcction of the .Sift of May, and the 
following days had been directed by the commUne 
againft the whole of the national reprefentation, 
and that it was their projc6l to have fwept away 

at 
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at llic fame time the chiefs of the Jacobins, Robe- 
Ipicrrc, Marat, and the Girondifts. The com- 
Jiiune had intended to ufurp all authority. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

SECtlOKS. 

History will be erabarralTed to deferibe the 
infolent imprecations of a crowd of encrgumene.s, 
who, in the fe£lions, were loud in their cries for 
diforder and extermination; they formed the 
counfcl of the commune, in which every thing 
which extravagance or depravity coukl imagine 
moft vile and moft atrocious, w'as uttered every 
day againft fuch of the citizens of Paris as had 
any degree of affluence. They fometimes threw 
chairs at each others’ heads, but never came to a 
pitched battle. 'Fhefc wretches, after a fliort 
difeuflion, united their forces to make the com- 
mune triumph over the Convention ; all their 
cabals tended to perpetuate their revolutionary 
atrocities. Petitions were prefented from thefe 
cabals, fo abfurd, and at the fame time fo fedi- 
tious, that Ifnard, Prefident of the Convention, 
wearied and harafled with the clamours of thefe 
Se6lions, declared in tljc name of France, “ that if 

V t( 
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« ever any atteh^jpt was made on the inviolability 
“ of the Convention, amidft the citizens of Paris, 
** the traveller would come fome day to feek on the 
" borders of the Seine, the place where the city 
" had once flood.” The cry which the whole 
band of the confpirators raifed at this ‘energetic 
expreflion is not to be deferibed ; nothing was 
heard in Paris but thefe words : “ The National 
**. Convention is going to deflroy the capital.” 

The Jacobins feemed to lliarc the fury of the 
fcclionaries. Hebert became a fuper-cxccllent 
patriot, an upright niagiflratc, and Marat’s crown 
of glory fhone with redoubled litilrc. The Com- 
miliion of Twelve was diflblved, and this diflblu- 
tioii became the flgiial of complete anarchy. 
The Minifter for home affairs, Carat, ranged him- 
felf on the fide of thefe villains, aflirmed that 
every thing was in a ftate of tranquillity, and that 
no confpiracy exifted, while all tlicir poignards 
were fiiarpened ! Hebert, one of the chiefs, had 
been fet at liberty : this was a real triumph for 
this feditious aflembly, and the certain prefage of 
the death or profeription of their enemies. On 
his arrival, the populace covered him with crowns 
and civic palms, which he modeftij placed on 
the bufls of Jean Jacques Roufleau and Brutus, 
which flood in this temple of impure demagogy. 
Thus, for having arrefted three or four turbulent 
confpirators, the CommilTion of Twelve was load- 
ed vvith opprobrium, the greater part of its mem- 
bers 
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bers were dragged to the fcaifeld, and others 
efcaped death only by hiding thcmfelves in ca- 
verns and woods, or flying into foreign countries. 
The Revolution of the 31ft of May was made to 
aVeuge a horde of aflaflins. 

Amongft the audacious commiffarles of feftions, 
we conftantly found three or four foreigners, and 
as many fwindlers, always ready with motions to 
declare Paris in a ftate'of infurre£tion againft ty- 
ranny. Thcfe commiflaries, even till the llth 
Vendemiaire, declared that the people were wea- 
ried with the flavery under which they were held, 
and that they were commiflioned to manifeft their 
fovereign will. 

Reprefent to yourfclves at thefe diflerent epo- 
chas the citizens affrighted, when they heard the 
drum beat to arms, and the alarm bell ringing, 
getting up, and running out tg know what the 
tumult meant, learning nothing, marching in 
arras from different quarters, furrounding the 
Convention with thirty or forty thoufand men. 
ignorant for the moft part why they were affem- 
bled together. 

We have feen the whole city of Paris under 
arms, without knowing for what reafon j men in 
municipal fcarfs running through the fuburbs, 
and inviting them to march in the name of the 
fovereign people. A Henriot ordered the can- 
non to be dragged from all points, and towards 
all points, the cannons were dragged forwards, 

then 
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then backwards, then dragged out again thrf 
• next day, after which the Mountain-party, bel- 
lowing and fliouting, decreed, that the SeQ:ions 

of Paris had deferred well of the coiintrv. 

■' • 

Tlic tranfactions of that day was a wretcheti 
kind of force, but proved a fruitlefs feebe of moll 
terrible calamities to the whole of France. 

- The inhabitants of a city fo immenfe as Paris 
called to arms, furnilhcd the commune with the 
means of invading every authority. After hav- 
ing made the attempt, it alTumed, to the great 
aftonifliment of all, a formidable power: the 
Montagnards then became the adherents of the 
council of the commune, as they had become Ja- 
cobins. They entered the Convention only to be- 
tray and deftroy it, and what was llill worfe, to 
defame it j for they had forced the Convention 
itfclf to make the.cuIogium of the day of the Sill 
of Mil}’, fo that the departments, continually de- 
ceived, were perfe6ily ignorant of what was paf- 
fing at Paris. 'I'hc Commune of Paris was the 
authority which made and executed the laws. 

I liavc feen the prccinfls of the Convention 
fix times invefted by the military force. .1 have 
feen the volunteers deftined for Vences^ who 
were brought Mck cxprefsly for this dxpeditipn, 
turn their arms againft the reprefentatives of the 
people ; and the citizens of Paris, who came to 
defend them, placed in the rear, abfolutely igno- 
rant of what was palling in the interior of the hall 

or 
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. or around it, and on, the point of .being maffacred 
thcmfelves if they were not. ready to commit a 
maflacre. 

.From the night of the lOth of March, 

'to the iSth of Vendemiaire, it was openly declar- 
ed, that to reftore perfeft order, a certain number 
of deputies’ heads muft be cut off, and carried 
in triumph through the ftreets. As a preliminary 
to thefe aflaflinations, the/ei^ons threw out the 
moft atrocious calumnies againft the national re- 
prefentation ; the Fauxbourgs turned out armies, 
and what was moft painful to the mind, was the 
utter ignorance which prevailed concerning the 
difpofitions and the fentiments of thefe hordes 
fuddcnly armed, and filently menacing. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

DISTRICT OF THE CORDELIERS. 

It was in the Diftrift of the Cordeliers, that 
Dantoii, loaded with debt, and under fentence 
of arreft, fowed, foftered, and railed the abun- 
dant harveft of revolutionary crimes. His worthy 
colleague, Marat, had two or three fentences of 
arreft againft him iflued by the Chatelet. The 
lirft aft of demagogy, which opened the door to 
every other was that which Danton direftedj by 

arming , 
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arming the whole diftrift to defend the perfon of 
Marat. Without the prudence of La Fayette, 
who was willing to liufli the matter, civil war 
would have been declared. From that day, the 
anarchifts gained the afccndancy, and it was this' 
Danton who was Minifter of Jufticel 'He had 
partifans, who were attached to him bccaufe he 
was, they faid, Icfs fanguinary than Robe- 
fpierre; this was Ids whole eulogium. Nature 
had formed him tome an haranguer. of the mob, 
to thunder from a bench in a crofs road. He 
was endowed with the eloquence of a porter, and 
poflTeffed the logic of a robber. This hackney 
attorney was deputy of Paris. The Sift of May- 
be prowled radiant w'ith joy around the Conven- 
tion. 1 met him, and faid to him, “ You are 
“ ruining the re])ublic and France.” He called 
me ironically the enrage. I anfwcred him, “ I 
" am fufficientiy acquainted with hiftory to know 
that you are ignorant of what you arc doing.” 
I faid almoft as much to tno Minifter Garat, 
who was become, from wcaknefs or fear, the ad- 
herent of the diforganizing party, whilft he madt- 
war on the Gironde, where cxifted virtues, ta- 
lents, eloquence, but not enough of tlia*. .energy' 
neceflary to exert againft daring men ever ready 
for the commilTion of crimes. 

When wc reflecl that the furious Jacobins, not 
thinking theinfclves fufficientiy pcrfecl, went to 
form thcmfelvcs at the diftri^f of the Cordeliers, 

thi'.t 
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that Chaumette, Hebert, Chabot, Bazire, Fabre 
d’Eglantine, became the valets of*Danton, as 
Couthon and St. Juft, were thofe of Robefpierre, 
vre know not whether moft to wonder at, the in- 
folence of fome, Or the ftupidtty of others. 

During that long rei^i of crime and folly. Pa-' 
ris was afleep, and fuffered itfelf to fall into the 
abyfs of the moft difgufting Jacobrnifm. The di- 
ftrifl of the Cordeliers gainej^ the afcendancy in 
feibcious ftupidity. The Carriers, the Lebons, 
the Collot d’Herbois furpaffed the demagogical 
Jacobins in ignorance and cruelty, Herault de 
Sechelles who was Prefident of the Convention 
on the day when it was befieged by the commune 
and its fatellites, feconded by heads revolution- 
arily exaggerated, was in intelligence with Hen- 
riot fo far as to parade his colleagues around 
the garden of the Tuilleries, as if to prefent a 
fairer mark to the deftroyers of the found part 
of the Convention ; and when it was faved by 
one of thofe miracles which have fince been re- 
newed, he led them back to the place of their 
fittings, in confecrating this cheriflicd legend of 
Montaigne, the force of reafon and the force 
“ of the people are the fame thing.^^ ^The dif- 
trifl: of the Cordeliers formed the decree of the 
conftitution of 1793, that Anarchical code fo dear 
to all the accomplices of Danfon. Thus all the 
Cordeliers, ftill greater anarchifts than tjie Jaco- 
bins, were averfe to fee any term to the revolu- 

t!onar.y 
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lionary commotion, but were defirouls of commu- 
nicating it to the following as w'cll as to the prc- 
fcnt generation. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

THE HAND OF BRONZE. 

This hand extended like that of a Roman Em- 
peror, and which figured in a public fquare, the 
hand of the ftatue of Louis the XVdh. \^'hcre 
can it be found at prefent ? O ftrangenefs of def- 
tiiiy, or rather decree of eternal juftice ! It is tlu* 
prifoner La Tude, detained thirty-five years in 
Hate prifonSjWho is now in pofTefllon of this hand 
of bronze, the original of which had figned the 
order of his long captivity. 

There is nothing niorc-afionidiing than the fa- 
mous ladder which formed hi:, cfcapc from- his 
prifons of the Jlafiillc. To make a ladder more 
than three hundred foot in length, to defeend it 
from a height of more than two hundred feet 
acrofs walls of fifteen feet thick, to efca«)e,;be re- 
taken, and be again delivered by the miracle ot 
the 14th of July! If^vcry man has not his tkf- 
tiny, how explain the patience, the couragt^fte 
good fortune of Henry MalTcrcs de la Tude?' 'J^he 
foot of tliis fame cqueftrian ftatde is depofited in 

the 
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the mufeum of French monuments — this is ail 
that remains of three dynafties I 
The day that theie flatues of kings were thrown 
down, I beheld the multitude in a lingular kind 
of ailoniihment at finding that. all thefe bronzes 
were not maffive, and that the flanks of the horfe 
were fcarcely thicker than a piece of three livres, 
as they had promifed themfelves an almolt infinite 
coinage of fix liard-pieces, they felt feme difplea- 
fure at being difappoiitted. “ What,” faid they, 
was it fo hollow?” — Yes, every thing was hol- 
low, both povoer and ftatued 


CHAP. XXIX. 

rnXERAI. OF MICHAEL LEPELLETIER. 

He had conlcicntioully voted the death of , the 
king; and an ancient body-guard, who had been 
looking for the Duke of Orleans, with the in- 
tention of dabbing him, and making him ferve 
us a companion to the great vi6fim, not finding 
luin, entered an eating-houfe, and hearing- that 
there was a reprefentative prefent who had alfo 
voted the death of the king, he fufTerejl for the 
Duke- of Orleans. The body-guard drew out 
tfom beneath his cloak a large clafp knife, with 
wjtich ho opened his fide, and after the blow. 

made 
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made his efcape. It may perhaps be known at 
fome future day what prepared and determined 
this ftrange affaflination. The man, as he was 
-expiring, was faid to have uttered certain wovd> 
which in ta£l he never pronounced. 

A funeral pomp w’as ordered in honour of Mi- 
chael Lepellctier. This ceremony wore a charac- 
ter extremely remarkable. They placed the corpfe 
on the ruined bafe of the equeftrian ftatue of 
Louis XIVth in the Place Vendome. His fune- 
ral oration was there pronounced by a voice 
which was heard on every roof. It was very 
cold weather. The body of Lepelletier, naked, 
livid, and bloody, difelofing the large wound 
which it had received, was borne on a kind of 
litter, and paraded flowly by a very long circuit, 
attended by the Convention as well as by the 
Jacobin Society. Thefe laft had their banner, 
and by its fide another of their own invention, 
which had for its flag the fliirt, the waiftcoat, and 
above all, the breeches of Lepelletier flill drop- 
ping with blood. Every one might fee the dead 
man, who, having been the judge of Louis the 
XVItb, preceded him to the tomb. 

It was a fpeflacle fitted to produce fliong im- 
preflions, and what was hideous in the ceremony 
itfelf, difappeared -before the terrible images which 
it prefented to the imagination. The brother of 
the perfon aflaflinated led the march. Several 
Montagnards, identifying themfelves with him 

whom 
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Ill 


whom they were conducing to the Pantheon, 
exclaimed, “ This will be our lot : this is what 
“ we fliall gain by founding a republic.” They 
fppkc of an unhappy orphan, who was heirefs to 
a fortune of four or five hundred thoufand livres 
a year. -Funeral eulogiums were profufely fcat- 
Icrcd over Michael Lepellctier. All the women 
had frightful dreams after this ceremony, and ne- 
ver was a dead man faluted with fo many looks, 
or attended with fo many reflcftions. 

'I'ho daughter of Michael Lepelleticr became 
the adopted child of the nation, and it is on her 
account that a law of the Roman republic forms 
part of the code of the French republic. 

Under pretence of fearching for the garde du 
corps, Paris, the Palais-Royal was furrouncled 
fomc days after by ten thoufand men. No per- 
fon there could go out without palfing in review 
bcforc the guard, and exhibiting a card of furcty 
to an officer of the police. I'his perfecution or 
a kind hitherto unknown having fucceeded pretty 
well, was repeated fo often, that the Parifians 
confidcred it afterwards only as a kind of annifc- 
ment. . • , 

At prefen t, we regard as a fable all that has 
been faid with refpeft to the arreft and the pre- 
tended death of the aflalfin of L,.epelk'tieT. 


CHAP. 


\/ 
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CHAP, XXX. 

■DOME OF THE PANTHEOV. 

the name alone of the pyramids of Egvpr, 
of the Temple of Minerva at Athens, of the Co- 
lifeum of the Amphitheatre at Rome, of the 
fquared houfe at Nifmes, of thefe magnificent 
and ruined aquedutls, of thefe fuperb roads now 
broken up, attention is awakened, imagination 
tranfports us -back to thofe times in which they 
were conftrufted, and modem edifices fink into 
nothing. Why are ancient monuments, whofc 
broken columns are fcattered up and down, movi 
interefting to the eye of imagination than when 
they fubfifted in all their frelhnefs? Why do the 
ruins which furround them feera to imprefs us 
with a more ftriking charaScr of majelty.!* It is 
thus, without doubt, and I alk pardon of architec- 
ture and the fliadc of Soufflot — it is in this man- 
ner that the dome of the Pantheon will, when 
crumbled into ruins, be far more piclur ,fque than 
the Pant|fcon in its prefent (late. The amateurs, 
will fliudder at rtiy aflertion, and will cry out 
Vaiidalifm. The pliilofophcr will underftand and 
appreciate jt. 

Cm 
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But after all thefe pyramids, thefe antique tem- 
ples, that St. Peter of Rome, that St. Paul of 
London — ^^What were they but monuments of Iju- 
nian wcaknefs? What are the loftieft domes, 
the mod elevated vaults, to <he eyes of the ob- 
^ ferver who has faffed under the arched rocks of 
the Alp% vyho has contemplated with refpeftful 
aftonilhment thofc rocks, now piled majeftically 
on each other, now placed irregularly by the 
hand of nature ? And what is the interior of thofe 
edifices fo Vaunted, bv the fide of thofe tremen- 
dous caverns which have been dug by rivers in 
the fides of mountains, and whofe entrance, in 
Tpite of my ardent curiofity, is intcrdifled me by a 
fentiment of terror. 

Poor little Pantheon by the fide of Mount St. 
Gothard! Since 1 have heard of its date of de- 
cay, I widied to make it a vilit. I threw myfelf. 
into the dair-cafe of the edifice acrofs the ladders, 
the dud of plaider, hammers, long faws, and 
moving fcadblds, fufpended by whitened ropes. 
The voice of the workmen echoed along the roofs;, 
the lead found was reverberated, the lead motion 
which 1 heard around me, feemed to thunder the 
approaching fall of the edifice, and’ for once I 
figured myfelf buried in the Pantheon without 
trial or fentence. The jirediflion of Patte would 
then have been fulfilled, and the Greek, Egyp- 
tian, and Roman, would laugh at the French ar- 
chitefts.- Refuming immediately the' attitude and 
VOL. I. I ; courage 
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courage of an obferver, I mounted, dofccnded, 
examined, and this enormous mafs refting on 
flight fupporters which mcinaced ruin, brought to 
my rccolIe6lion the dome of St. Peter, and led me 
to fmile at that haiArdous daring art which crefts 
cupolas with fo much difficulty and ex pence, and. 
fo little fecurity. I compared thofe two monu- 
ments, of which one already ancient is dill folidj 
and the other, which is not yet finiflied, is threat- 
ened with approaching ruin. . In fliort, when we 
contemplate the Pantheon at which men have la- 
boured during' half a century, and which, after 
having walled the lives of fuch multitudes, is Hill 
imperfe£l, and without a poffibility of lodging 
any— we fee, methinks, a houfe of cards, which 
grown-up children are conftrufling, to be thrown 
down by the firft blaft, and which will perhaps 
be finer than ever on account of its fall. O 
weaknefs of man ! He delights himfclf in mag- 
nificent and ufelefs labours ! he is the architect 
of ruins ! 

A tribe of phyficians fitting by the bedfidc of a 
patient, affert, it is the kidney, flic liver, the flo- 
mach, the lungs, which arc affefttd ; .fo the ar- 
chitefls exclaim. The evil is here. — Noj it is 
there — the legs arc good, but the vertebral are de- 
cayed. Every one protrudes his project as the 
infallible remedy, without which the dcltruQion 
of the dome becomes general, the fall certain, 

and 
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;w .cl coilfcquehtly that of all the reft of the monu- 
ment.. 

In going out of the dome, I felt the fame plea- 
fure' as failors and warriors feel after ftorms and 
battles, that of finding myfelf alive. And why 
did I go to infpeft the edifice ? Why ? Becaufe 
I was. told there was danger. Singular caprice 
of the human imagination ! The life of a failor 
is more tumultuous’ than ours, and is therefore 
agreeable to a feaman. An uniform life is an un- 
happy one. Toffed up and down by revolution- 
ary tempefts for a long time under the axe of the 
executioner, my life was full and laborious ; I felt 
more the value of my exiftence. After thefe 
feenes of agitation, having landed from the veflhl, 
which, borne on the ftormy waves, threatened 
every day to make fliipwreck againft furrounding 
rocks, I am afraid of Rowing liftlefs, if I do not 
go now and then in fcarcli of dangers under Jkhe 
tottering dome of the Pantheon. 


CHAP. xxxr. 

THE KING OF MACOCO. 

The Paris of Robefpierre was no longer that 
of Louis tl\e XlVth, Louis the XVth, or even of* 
Louis the XVItli, 
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At tk palace of the negrd King of Macoco, 
they kill every day two hundred men for the 
mouth of the fovereigh; .^inongit us, a civilized 
people, men were killed only for an opinion. * 

. The archbifliop had faBen from the top of liis 
cathedral, the noble from the top of his fortrefs, 
the king from* the pinnacle of his throne, the 
academician from his two-aimed chair. La Har- 
pe, who was not much hurtj cried an hundred 
dntes louder than the reft, but he made all this 
noife only after the fall of thedccemviral tyranny. 
To hear his long and wailing lamentations, one 
would think that he alone had been in prifon. 

A prifoner, of as much importance as himfclf, 
faid,“ 1 (hall not complain; I will live ; it is agrcc- 
“ able to me to live, that I may leave my innocence 
“ time to unveil itfelf; but I fliould have had the 
“Courage to live, though •branded with difgrace, 
“ becaufe my honour did not depend on the vain 
“ caprice of tyrants, becaufe I (liould have made 
‘‘ my misfortunes ufeful by ftudying the hearts of 
“ the men who had caufed them, and that tran- 
“ quil in virtue, I fhould have oppofed my cOn- 
“ Science to the clamours of a deluded multitude.’ 
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.CHAJA XXXII. 

THE INSURRECTION. 

LA MARQUISE — {Ringing.) 

Tingle ! Tingle ! . ^ 

MARTON. 

Madame calls ! 

LA MARQUISE., 

Aliens, Marton!' I am going to rife. 

marton; 

Yes, I am coming. 

ea Marquise. 

What is the news, my dear ? 

MARTON. 

Madam, an infurreftion is announced for this 
morning. 

. LA marquise. 

What a tale ! They faid that it was over. 

MARTON. 

They talk of carnage, of deftruftion, and of rape,^ 
which is Itill more. 

LA MARQUISE. 

Still worfe, Marton, that is as you think, for in 
fliort if we mull— ' 

MARTON. 



ssw bl^ rAitlS' 

tdAKTOV. 

Alas! I hear every wlii^re that the, wretphes 
will maffacre the wom^, and thofe, they, tell 
me, who fliall be to their tafle, 'unfortunate ob- 
jefts of their infaipous defires. 

1.A MARQUISE — {Foy bri/i/y.) 

I fliall die ! make hafte and cirefs me then — 
iince they infult us, and kill us. Aliens, Marton ! 
my rouge.— O heavens! Yellow— out of fpirits 
— I am frightful — they will kill me ! 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

UKCLOlSTgRlIb HUMS. 

A young and pretty nun coming out of her 
convent, by virtue of the decree of the National 
Aflembly, and going into a hackney-coach, laid 
toherfelf; “ If we are not enjoined to unite 
“ ourfelves to other religious houfes, like the 
monks our brethren, at lead that *s not forbid- 
• “ dgn us — “ Go on, coachman, to the.Carmes of 
*< the Place -Maubert." 

• No re-entrance for profeffed fifters who have 
gone out, and whom repentance or neceflity 
might bring back to the ftieep-fold j fiich is the 
fupreme and irrevocable decree figned by the 
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Sempiternelles, and underneath by the feurs con- 
verfes. 

€iow many tears ^id this lenience coft the 
young mother St. A^tha, who unhappily had 
been mo(e in a hurfy to enjoy her liberty than 
her penfion ! Without fortune, without fiends, 
without any other relations than, a very pious- 
aunt, who had promifed to receive her, and who 
had difavovved her j what will become of her ? 
•What has happened to many others in limilar 
lit nations? No, (he has been faved, and there 
Ihe is who, in full poffeffion of her virtue and ho; 
nour, paffed froni the convent into one of our 
corps-de-garde. Do not be alarmed, the only quef- 
tion was about a diftrift where flie could be cour- 
teoufly received, and in which, in fpite of the 
anathema of her mild lifterhood, Ihe is refpeft- 
fully lodged, fed, and clothed. It is pretended, 
even that our grenadiers forbore fwearing in her 
prefonce. 

’When the decree which was to uncloifter the 
monks began to be talked about, fix nuns of the 
Ave-Maria were condemned to eat their , rice 
with an ear-picker, for' having chatted a little 
freely on the poflibility of the fuppreffion of the 
raonaftic orders. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

DAVSPF THE 21th OF JUNE AND 10th OF AL * 
GUST 1792. 

When the artful La Fayette favoured the 
flight of Louis XXVIth, and expofed him on his 
return to Paris to the hifles of an indignant peo- 
ple, it was becaufe he had founded on that bold 
ftroke the proje£l: of a republic. The events 
which followed this (hameful flight confirm tlie 
affertioa. From- that period, indeed, the Orleans 
fa^lion demanded with loud cries the dethrone- 
ment of the king, and giving full wing to the li- 
cence of the prefs, the king of the French was 
fpoken of yndcr no other title t^n that of a 
ftupid hog. 

The people, deluded by the feditious writings 
and difeourfes which were paid for by the leaders 
of this fame faftion, afliamed of doing obedience 
to a degraded chief, plunged in the mire, confi- 
dered him merely as a piece of mec’ianifm ufe- 
lefs ro’ Carrying on the government, efpccially finCC 
there exifled a l*fational Aflerably. ■ 

It was under thefe circumftawes jbat the firft 
conftitution made its .appear^nce. • The king, 
tben a prifoner, and to wlwm it reftprcd a part 
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of his primitive authority, accepted it. Butilill 
miftrufting his ftrength under this powerful buck- 
ler, he furrounded only with nobles who 

were confpirators, and priefts who were fanatics, 
who formed that obilinate party of oppofition, 
the end ’of which was to palfy the will of the 
nation, and fuffer the new la^va to expire on 
paper. 

This infolent refiftance, this continued con- 
tempt of the right.% of a people enthufiaftic for 
liberty, France, furrounded on all fides by foreign 
troops, the feeneof poignards, with vipers’ tongues 
at the chateau of the Tuilleries, the conftitutional 
oaths abjured by the priefts, the perfidious fug- 
geftions of the Biftiops to deter the king from 
receiving the pafeal communion from the hands 
of a conftitutional prieft, the indignation of his 
fubj efts, witnefles of all thefe atrocities, fuch >’fere 
the principal caufes which precipitated the tem- 
ped on his head, and on thofe of his fallacious 
advifers. 

The chiefs of the turbulent party, amongft 
whom were Marat and Freron, took advantage 
of thefe firft crimes and infraftions of the law, to 
encourage the confpirators in their projefts. By 
means of their periodical incendiary papers, they 
forged quarrels between the citizens and the new 
fatellites of the king j a dexterous mode, by which 
they provoked the difiniirion of his guard, and 

gave 
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gave him without defence to the infults of ttie po- 
pulace. 

The Tiiillerics from that time became the chief 
place of rendezvous of the murciering appren- 
tices, where they .went to lluclv* under the dii ec-* 
tion of the Duke of Orleans, the parts of his groat 
tragedy. -j 

On the other fide, the crow of the cock, a roy- 
alift placard of the deputy Andre, made every 
head giddy. The multitude /aw juliice and rea- 
fon in the maxims only of Drawcunfir Marat. 

Hence took place quarrels about opinions, di- 
vHions among old friends, difeord luivered over 
Paris and the provinces, every day there were 
diforders to'reprefs, crimes to punilh every day 
the prlcft was infulted at the altar; tlic tie of re- 
ligion was broken, terror and miftrufi infenlibly 
gaihed poflfeflion of every mind. The creation 
of paper-money increafed the alarm, fortified the 
hope of the execrable authors of the treaty of fa- 
mine, fince executed, and prolonged with equal 
cunning and barbarity. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

DAY OF THE 21ft OF JUNE 1792. 

At length came the 2lftof June 1792. The 
20lh of June 1791, the. Parifian was calm and 
magnanimous; how different from himfelfat this 
fourth epocha of the Revolution ! 

As terrible as on the day when they marched 
under tin command of La Fayette to feek the 
king at ^\•rfailles, they marched under the ban- 
ners of the Fauxbourgs to the Chateau of the 
Tuilieries. The threatening diverfity of their 
arms marked the turn of each chara6ter, and its 
barbarous induftry. One might have imagined, 
that there had been a king for each individual to 
poignard, to ftab, to rip open, to cut io pieces. 

In a moment, the parterre was inverted and 
fcaled, pieces of cannon were placed againft the 
doors of the vertibules. Thieves mounted on the 
parapets, glided in at the windows, and whatever 
retarded the impetuofity of the affailants was bro- 
ken into fliivcrs. The coile£lion of the cdi£ls 
and decrees of the council, feattered about by fa- 
crilegious hands, were feen flying from the top of 
the northern pavilion, and falling on the terrace. 

The principal cottfpirators had got as far as 
the chaml)ers of the king. At the fight of the 

monarch. 
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monarch, featcd by the fide of his.wife and hischil- 
drcn, they flood ftupified. Indeed, it muft be ac- 
kiiowledged that Louis dlfcdsfftfed grfeat intrepi- 
dity on this occafion, having only *his heart, as a 
fhield,* againft two hundred thoufand bayonets. 

Their ftupefaflion foon changed itfcif into iro- 
nical infolence, -One of them coiffediCapet with 
the bonnet-rouge, and pfiered him a bottle of 
wine which belonged to the aflailants. The king 
drank and (hook hands with the Sans-culottes. 

The popular battalions, in defpair at this laugh- 
able denouement, and judging that the ftroke had 
failed, difbanded : they left the garden with the 
coal-heavers, who had no other arms than flicks, 
•and for a flag, a coal-fack tied to the end of a 
pole. They made w'ay for the regiment of Flan- 
ders, 'and tlie grenadiers of the Parifian Guard, 
who ranged therafelves in line of battle on the 
whole length of the terrace. 

Meanwhile, the king once more efcaped the 
dagger, but trembling for his days, Ihut himfelf 
up in his chateau, , and ordered the entr^ce into 
the Tuilleries to he clofed every morning againfl 
the public. 
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PLAN OF THE NOBLES AND EMIGRANTS TO 

OVERTURN THE CONSTITU^TION OF 1791 . 

Du RING this captivity, the Ariftocrats labour- 
ed with zeal in orcanizinjr in the S:>uth the* coa- 
lition ot the faithful Ihbjcc'ts of Jalc’s, in order to 
oppoff a formidable front to the exertions of the 
Jacobins. of Orleans li^alite, to annul the oath of 
the clergy, to maintain in its. integrity the catho- 
lic worfliip, and . exterminate without pity from 
the foil of the country the founders of liberty. 

What feconded moft cfFeclually this bold pro- 
)e£t, was the plan' propofed feveral months be- 
fore, and immediately put into execution, . of en- 
gaging mercenary writers, opening correfpon- 
dence in the proviiiccs'; infcHigent men were plac- 
ed in the offices of the aflembly for the fecret 
communication of pieces, and fpies at the clubs , 
of the jacobins, in the focicty of the Corde- 
liers, in each feftion of the orators and of the 
applauders polled near them, motion-mongers pa- 
raded the Tuilleries and the Palais-Royal, and vi- 
.fited the cqffee-houfcs, the work-yards, Jhe thea- 
tre, and the ^imguenes. 'Ihyo hundred thoufand 

liVTCS 
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livres were confecrated to the payment of the 
wages of thefc different aQors. 

But it was precifely this plan which accelerated 
the fall of the throne. The ihfidious manoeuvres 
of the Royalifis were.countera£led by the forefight 
of the friends of liberty. If Capet had his writers, 
his obferrers, bifiTpies, the patriots had alfo theirs, 
who poffeffed far more addrefs. W.ith the ai^ of 
the fa£lion they drew on the great mafs of the 
citizens, who wilhed for nothing but tranquillity 
and the Ariel obfervance of the laws. 

CHAP. XXXVII. • 

FIRST SYMPTOMS OF THE DAY OF THE 10th OF 
AUGUST. 

The temped rolled at a didance in hollow 
murmurs. The inhabitants of the Fauxb'ourgs 
made ' up a formidable corporation under the 
name of Sans-culottcS, which had beeii given 
them as a mark of derifion by Lacueil, and which 
they afterwards preferved as a title of glpiy, even 
the women became orators in the groupes which' 
were continually renewed. The name of tyrant 
had taken place of that of king. The nobles 
were called Aridocrats, and the priefts CalMns. 
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-The terrace of the Tuilleries was the only paffage 
kft for the public to go to the fittings of the Af- 
fembly. The people, to prevent fullying the feet 
of freemen with the dull of the garden of an exe- 
crable defpot, fixed themfelvea with a three-co- 
loured ribband the line of demarcation, which 
was fcrupuloufly obferved. The other part, which 
formed the royal walk, was called the Black Fo- 
reft. Public indignation was at the higheft 
pitch. 

At length arrived the evening of that day 
which was to produce fo many crimes, fo many 
perfidies. The Marfellais, from their entrance 
into Paris, had begun the courfe of'their aflaf- 
finations. Nothing equalled the audacity of their 
chiefs, and the patriots applauded themfelves in 
feeing them in the foremoft ranks. ’ 

The 10th of Auguft, after four in the morn- 
ing, they alTembled in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, 
to the number of two or three thoufand, in order 
to go and befiege the chateau. This terrible 
catch-word was immediately communicated tp 
, all the aflemblcd Seftions. The fame evening a 
perfon ran along the terrace of theTuilleries with 
a flag, on which , were written thefe words. 
" Friends ! to-ihqrrow tlie throne will be over- 
“ turned, to-morrow we fliall be free.” The 
expeflation of forae finifter event was vifible in 
every countenance. This expe£tation was foon 
confirmed. At eleven at night the alarm-bell 
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rung» and the drum beat to arms. The attack 
was’to begin at two in the morning; A num- 
ber of individuals, who in the evening befieged 
the furriers’ fliops to have grenadiers’ caps, flock- 
ed to the chateau to augment the elite of the 
RoyaMs, fomc in uniform, foihe in doloured 
clothes, ail were introduced by favour, of a con-, 
/jgne, ordering a free entrance to all bearers of 
a blue card w'ith thefe words in black letters, 
jEntry fo the apartments. The Etat-raajor had par- 
I'lcuiavly defcribed one individual, who was to 
prefent himfelf and gain admittance to aflailinate 
the king, but he never came. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 

THE 10th OF AUGUST 1792. 

The king did not retire to reft, and the num- 
ber of his defenders fo increafed till near four in 
the morning, that it was fcarcely poffible for him 
to get to his cabinet. It was, three whew the 
people began to make their appearance. De- 
tachments of battalions, preceded by their can- 
non, fpread themfelves- about in the courts of 
the garden and the chateau. At four, they con- 
' fifted of,upvvards of fix thoufandp^en. 
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Detachments of the National Guard, and of 
the Swifs, were ported at the right and left of the 
ftair-cafe which led from the chapel to tlie king’s 
apartment. The danger then becoming more 
arid more menacing, it was already propofed, as 
a means of cf>nc'Iiation, to conducl the royal fa- 
mily to the Artembly. 'I'hcre was fome quefiion 
of a petition tending to obtain the fending back 
the Marfeillais and Hretons who were in the ca- 
[)ital. At thel'e (nuporitinns wore heard cries of 
' 7nt' /f Re//. 

Soon after Caj'.et, furroinided bv a crowd oi 
general o!]ir<TS, eourtiers, and grenadiers, defeend- 
ed, in order to review the dirterent detachments, 
who, as he parted along, made the court rofound 
with the cries of la Naiica ! while the ro} - 
alirts cried Fhc Ic Roi ! It was foon perceived, 
however, that the troops were difeontented, for 
he had feareely returned to the cliateau, before a 
})art of thefe very troops which he had parted 
in review, drew oft' ; at fix o’clock, there did not 
rejnain above two thoufand men. 

Meanwhile the Parilians, and the people from 
the Fauxbourgs, armed with pikes, crowded the 
rtrects, traverling the bridges in long columns, in 
(pitc of the cannon which burred tbeai j and ad- 
vancing with giant flops towards tl:e i’uiileries, 
the air refounded with the erics of fury, mingled 
with tl'.e tinkling of the toelin. 

Before feven, they were with the IMarfcdlais in 
battle array on the Place of the Carrouf.d before 
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the chateau. In this interval, the Swifs officer" 
dealt out brandy themfelves to the foldicrs of their 
refpeftive corps. A general officer offered the li- 
quor alfo to the volunteers of the National Guard. 
Soon after, a voice having given the command 
by fnuks to the rights by folumns to the kft, a legion 
of courtiers fuddcnly difplayed their poignards, 
fabres, and piftols, and marching through th(‘ 
midft of the volunteers, went and ranged them- 
fclves in order of battle in the king’s cabinet. It 
was in this hoftilc fituation that he was fent 
for by the National Affcmbly. A part of tlu> 
armed legion, and a detachment of the battalion 
of St Thomas, who had nearly fliared the fate 
of the Swifs, protctled his paffage amidft crowds 
of enraged people, whom the inlinuating power 
of fj)ccch alone calmed for a moment. 

At the fight of the Swifs, the people were 
indignant, and uttered vollies of execrations, it 
was at that moment that a private citizen throw- 
ing himfelf in the way of the king, and taking- 
hold of his hand, faid to him, “ It is not an affaf- 
“ fin who is fpeaking to thee, it is an honeli 
“ man, who will conduft thee to the National 
“ Affembly ; but as for thy wife, fli- lhall not 
“ enter, flic is an f — g — , the caufe of all the 
“ misfortunes of France.” The king, with an 
impreffive look, preffed this man’s hand, and at 
the fame moment the Deputy Rcederer, who was 
by the fide of Capet, left him to afeend the fteps 
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the hall, and then proclaiitieJ the decree of 
th<. Afl'cmbly, which called into the place of its 
ittings the king and the royal family. 

At the voice of Roederer, the people were 
again huflied, and Louis and his wife entered the 
Aflembly. .Great God! this calm was the inter- 
val of the terrible filence between the lightning 
and the thunder, leaving after its fall the dread- 
ful marks of its fury ! 

A difeharge of rnufquetry was immediately 
licard, which was anfwered by another. Tor- 
rents of fmoke rolled in the air, and darkened 
the day, the great flaircafe was filled with the 
dead and the dying. 

It was in this fatal moment that the Swifs, 
feigning a reconciliation, threw cartridges from 
the windows, and made the air refound with 
the cries of Five la Nation ! The Marfellais and 
the volunteers of the National Guard, perfuaded 
that the Swifs had furrendcred to the w'ilh of 
the people, prefented themfclves iji crowds to the 
great ftair-cafe of the apartments, and fuddenly 
the traitors fired a volley on them from the whole 
line. Three fucceeding difeharges filled the fteps 
of this fatal ftair-cafe, where death feemed to wait 
his viftims bathed in dreams of blood. 

The engagement now became general : ele- 
ven cannon fliot, dill vifible, were fired at the 
front of the Tuilleries oppolite to the Carroufel. 
A ball ftruck the edge of the king’s window. 

K 2 The 
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The people, aniidft the tranfports of their in- 
dignation, preferved an admirable prcfcnce of 
mind. They fought and defended themfelvcs he- 
roically; they feeined defirous of reducing the 
chateau to alhes, and the tyrants who were affaffi- 
nating them. 

The flames had already confuraed the houfe 
of the field-officers of the Swifs and thofe around 
it. The aflailants gain pofleffion of the avenue ot 
the chateau. The rafli Swifs turn pale at the fight 
of an hundred thoufand pikesand bayonets,but Hill 
refill. What cries of pain, of rage, what hideous 
flirieks from men falling under their arms, and 
yelling out the frightful groans of death ! Here 
heads fly through the windows, there whole bo- 
dies were hurled from, the tops of the galleries. 
They tear in pieces and fcattcr through the air 
all the mattrafles and camp-beds of the fatellitcs 
of the king. The fcattered wool falls in fleeces 
like a fliower of fnow. 

But now this fame people, forgetful of their 
magnanimity, arc about to dillionour their vic- 
tory. Inebriated .with blood and carnage, they 
intoxicated thcnifelves in the cell’.rs. Their 
cruelty takes a favage afpe6t. All iheir hideous 
vices are going to be difplayed. 

The Swifs, every where routed, are purfued in 
all dirc£lions. In vain thefe poor wretches give 
up their arms, and alk on their knees for life. 
The drunken conqueror is deaf to their prayers. 

'r't...,. 
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1 hey are mercilefsiy niaflacred, pierced with 
nikcfi and bayonets, 'flieir limbs fcattered in 
different places, feem re.-animated for new pu- 
nilhihents. What do I fay ? My trembling pen 
fears to write it. Women, real furies, dared feaft 
, their eyes in feeing their dead bodies broiling in 
the flames of burning houfes, and looked with 
tearlefs cheeks on their fmoaking entrails. 

Robbers alfo mingled themfelves with the con- 
querors. Tormented by hunger, after having ap- 
peafed their burning thirff, they penetrated into 
the kitchens. O excefs of barbarity! an unfor- 
tunate helper, who had not had time to make 
his efcape, was thruft by thefe tygers into a caul- 
dron, and in this fituation expofed to the burning 
fire of the ftove. Then throwing themfelves on 
the eatables, every man feized what came to his 
hands. One carries off a fpit with fowls, another 
a turbot, a third, a carp from the Rhine, equal to 
himfelf in length. 

Loaded with thefe fpoils, the plunderers im- 
prudently re-appear in the court, and march off 
with the Marfellais and the volunteers, each of 
whom carried as trophies the arms of the con- 
quered Swifs, and the bloody flireds of their uni 
forms. 

The battle gained, the chateau becomes com- 
pletely the prey of all the robbers who had flock- 
ed from the different departments. While the 
patriots, the men of true courage, who came to 

nve'-tiirn. 
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overturn the throne, and cftablifli the foundation .• 
of liberty on its ruins, were returning to their 
homes, finging the fangs of viftory, and attend^ 
ing rellglouHy the bodies of their companion^ 
in arms, dead on the field of honour, monfters in. 
human fliape affembled in hundreds under the 
veftibulo of the fouthern ftair-cafe, and danced 
amidft floods of blood and wine. An executioner 
played on the fiddle by the fide of the corpfc:> , 
and robbers, with their pockets full of gold huMr 
up other robbers by the banifters. 

Tlioiifands of individuals, men as w^e!! . v,*. 

men, more menacin.a, more hide ous ij.t f^r.r 
the othe:", in their blood/ r filled n/, 
ments. The glalTes ihiverca ujulcr the ftrok* oi 
the bayonets, by whirli »h y a. ere dojnohilied 
They enter tlie bed-chamber of tlv ^ < i 
Shamclefs intoxication makes it fh.„ Vu ’ e 
the mod infamous obfccnities, M’lie lv«- a. )1 
the modern Mcffalina becomes like wife the ne.. 
dezvous of the vileft proflitutes. Here lay wrt tc hes 
inebriated in the bofom of thc’*- miftreffesi there 
thieves, afleep amidft their heaped up pillage. 

The burning of the palace of m did not 
prefent fo hideous a fpeciaclc. The ftair-cafes 
refounded 'under the precipitated fteps of pick- 
pockets and {harpers, running up and down, 
croffing, joflling each other, running along the 
corridors, and gliding into every chamber. They 
had already broken open the treafures of tlin 
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)»mg, of the Queen, of Madame Elizabeth, and 
tile ladies of the court. Affignats, gold, filver, 
watches, jewels, diamonds, trinkets, all thefe ob- 
(e 6 ly of value formed part of the fpoils. 

Day-workmen paraded impudently the galleries 
.'ith watches and chains of brilliants. Others, 
?:i.ovcs by profelllon, ftripped off the lace from 
tlic clothes of the attendants at the chateau, 
' 'ok poirefiioii of the wardrobe, pillaged the filks, 
‘ ’inen. the {)Iatc, the liqueurs, the bougies, 
. s ffom the library. In a word, every 
. v'hicii they could clandeftinely carry 

■ ■■ ‘'.roK!. '.af'es of the greatell value, 

:fi‘" ’..TO K’i jftraling tlieleaclsof vio- 

')<(■. tti- ticiiK, in chief lent oflcntatioully by 
• . •■'jNr iln- great liivei candlefticks of the 
/i!. 1. -it!! plates ol’ fdver, and a purfe of an 

h.’odr .'. !<■' . ill order that no fufpicion might 
o'Mtrtaincd that any robberies had gone for- 

" > 1 the whole, this day prefented the finifhed 
y- c.i irt of the dellruftion of the throne of the laft 
K ig of the French; and If we may compare 
fiiudl things with great, a young chimney-fweeper, 
wlio flood on the top of the organ of the church, 
blowing in a pipe the dies ir^, might have been 
called the angel trumpet of the judgment. 

After a tempeft, we go to look at the devaflation 
it has made. When refletlion takes place of the 

firft 
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firft impreflions of terror, how do we figh over 
the afpeft of defolated nature ! 

Figure to yourfolvcs the crowd of peaceable 
citizens wliom curiolity had led to the Tuilleries, 
to affiire themfeJvos if the chateau was yet Hand- 
ing ; wandering llowly along, ftruck with melan- 
choly ftupor, tlie terrace lire wed with wrecks of 
the battle. Tliey did not flied tears, they feemed 
petrified, annihilated, and drew back with horror 
at each Hep, at the fight of thofe bloody corpfes, 
mutilated, flalhed, cmbow'elled, and in whofe face 
indignation fat ftrongly delineated. 

Others, more lloical, obferved the fwarms of 
flies greedy of blood, whom the heat had drawn 
into thefe gaping wounds, and their eyes ftarting 
from their orbs. 

Meanwhile the populace, wearied with car- 
nage, bending under the weight of their fpoils, 
difappeared with fun, and went to reft. If 
the next day they had refumed their veafon, they 
ought alfo to have felt their punilliment in the 
rendings of remorfe. 

On this day, anatchy made the firft: eflay of 
its hideous omnipotence, and preluded he maf- 
facrcs of September. The Lcgillative AlTembly 
might have covered itfelf with immortal glory, 
and have deferved the title of founder of repub- 
lican liberty ; but it difplayed, on the contrary, 
at this period of fo fplendid a triumph, neither 
yvifdom, dignity, nor courage. It could reftrain 
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neither affaffins, robbers, nor deftroyers; power- 
Jefs to imitate that Being, who in the tempeft, 
ftrefching out majeftically his hand, commanded 
the waves of the fca to be flayed, tliey fufFered 
every abufe of the viftory to be committed by 
wretches; who, in the phrenzy of intoxication, 
imagined themfelves to be the head, the heart, 
and the arm of all France. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


GREGOIRE. 


The National Convention replaced the Legi- 
flative Aflembly the 2lfl: of September 1792. 
Like the fovercign it reprefented, its firft fleps 
were thofe of a giant, and its firft words claps of 
thunder. After having confecrated the fove- 
rcignty of the people, by a decree declaring, that 
no conftitution fliould take place till it was ac- 
cepted by the people, and put the fecurity of 
perfons and property under the fafeguard of the 
nation, it was expedient to give the laft blow to 
the hydra whofe renovated head continually 
threatened liberty. The laft of the French kings 
no longer exifted, but royalty was ftill alive. A 
Member arofe, and faid, “ There is one difeuflion 

which 
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“ which we ought not to defer an inftant witlioiil 
“ being faithlefs to the nation ; it is the folcinn 
“ abolition of royalty." The difcullion of the 
queftion was called for. “ What need havti 
“ vve of difcuflion,” exclaimed Gregoire, “when 
“ all arc agreed. Kings are, in tlie nioral'oconomy 
“ of the world, what inonftcrs are in the natiiral, 
“ and courts are the rcpolitorics of crimes, end 
“ the dens of tyrants. The hifiory of kings is vIk 
“ matyrology of nations; Avhen wc are pene- 
“ trated with theie truths, what need have we ol 
“ difcullion?” The qtiejlion! exclaimed the whole 
Affembly, Tfie quejiion! All the members rof^ 
as if fpontancoufly. A folcmn fdcncc enfued, 
and on the propofition of Gregoire, the Nationa) 
Affembly decreed, that Royalty is aboHJIied in 
France. At thefc words, the fandtuary of the laws 
refounded with Vive la Nation! Vive la Libert c ! 
/\midfl: tl'icfe acclamations the republic w'as pre- 
r.lairaed. The feal of the flat'- was henceforth 
to be a fafees crowned with the cap of liberty, 
with thefe w'ords for the cxerg ic, French Re- 
public. AH acts were to be dated from theFirJl 
Year of the French Republic. 

Scarcely had ro)'alty been aboliflied, when we 
faw a diftatorihip eredted on its ruins. Among 
the madmen who dared afpire to this fupreme 
rank, wc muff name. Whom ? Marat ! Jfle ap- 
peared at the tribune, and taking a piflol from 
his pocket, as formerly our Capuchins in the pul- 
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exclaimed in the ftyle of an Italian Ponchinelle, 
“I fear nothing under heaven!” (he, Marat! 
who had hid himfelf in a cellar to withdraw him- 
felf from the purfuit of La Fayette !) “ I fear 
“ nothing under heaven ! but if a decree is pafied 
" againft me by the Affembly, I will blow out 
“ my brains before you.” Then putting up his 
inftrument of death, which probably contained 
nothing but powder, he added, “ But no, I will 
“ remain in the midft of you to brave your fury.” 
Some one faid to him, on the breaking up of the 
fitting, “ Take care, Marat, that you do not 
“ lofe, from too mucli day-light when you a£l 
“ your part of deputy, that fort of fuccefs which 
“ you owe perhaps only to the darknefs of your 
‘‘ cellar where you lay hidden on account of your 
“ journal. Marat ! mountebanks are no longer 
in fafhion 1 Throw by your cups and balls!” 


CHAP. XL. 

BAILLV AND A FEW OTHER PORTRAITS. 

From what ftrangc mixture of vanity and phi- 
lofophy, of wit and good-nature,' of fimplicity 
and knowledge, was the firft aftronomcr of his 
age, and one of its moft upright citizens, drawm 

into 
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into this wliirlpool of a revolution which covered 
him with glory, and fent him to the fcalTold? 
His reputation, ftill more than his talents, had 
fucccflively placed him in the clettoral body, in 
the States General, in the prelident’s chair, and 
at the head of the firft commune of Francci if 
King Bailly, as the court called him, in imitation 
of Louis the >^VIth, liad difeovered fo much 
energy in the fitting at the Tennis Court, how 
came he ib flexible as to be cited for the delicate 
turn of his compliments? What fort of weak- 
nefs led him to fuflTcr a few miferable intriguers 
to foi'i-i around .him a kind of court? Could 
this mofi humane of mankind have forcfeca 
that his mildncfs would accuflom the people 
whom he flattered, to complain of his effemi- 
nacy, to afk even himfelf feme day for his own 
head, when the pomp of mayor fliould .have left 
the honefl man at the diferetion of his vile cour- 
tiers^ wlicn from liis weaknefs he (liould have fuf- 
fered every thing to be diforganized by the fac- 
tious ? Thus the probity and goodnature of too 
fcientific a man, too philofophical, and too feel- 
ing, perhaps, to occupy the firft places hi lidft the 
ftorms of a revolution, were the firft caufes of fo 
many atrocious crimes, the leaft noticed of which 
has been his own ruin. 

What a fccnc of agony was his death ! and 
what courage, what greatnefs of foul In his laft 
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dragged from the tribunal to tlic Champ de Mars, 
his body covered with mud, and his face burnt 
with the flireds of the fatal red flag, looked with 
^almnefs on the change which was made bei'iiiv 
his eyes of the horrible theatre of his punifliment, 
merely bccaufe it jdeafed the mob to prolong 
it ? Was he a pulillaninious man, who, with that 
calm which belongs only to dying virtue, anfwer- 
ed mildly to one of thofe monfters in human 
form, who faid to him ironically, “ you tremble, 
“ Bailly,” — “ Is it with cold — He died on that 
fpot where formerly a decree had enjoined him 
to publifli the martial law, by which the repro- 
fentatives of the nation had ordered him to rc- 
prefs>fedition, and expired, covered with the exe- 
crations of the populace, after having been it? 
mod: refpcflcd Idol. 

CamieleDesmoulins. — Whatcan we ihinl. 
of a man who entitled himfclf Attorney-General 
of the Lanthern, when all the lanthcrns were f^al' 
lowfes, who permitted hinifelf to make a jed o) 
thofe who were hung by the populace, who 
made his fanguinary declamations in a drain of 
pleafantry, and fported wittily amidd the atro- 
cities of Danton and Robefpierre ! He was go- 
ing continually from one to the other, and pre- 
tended to ferve them both ; vvhild good men rc- 
pulfed and deteded them alike. 

The Jacobins of Uiat time made a Icgiflator 
of this Attorney-Geimal of the Lanthern, he 


was 
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was cowardly, and low, but not yet cool-blood-* 
edly crilel enough to pleafe Robefpierrc. He fent 
him to the fcafFold, becaufe he had only atteinpt- 
fed with his pen to interrupt his reign of terror ; 
and Danton, who had facrificed BrilTot to Robe- 
fpicrre, was the dupe of this impolitic blunder. 
No one had any faith in Dan Ionian clemency^ 
the Septembrifer was entrapped and cruihed like 
a fool. He muft have carried to the fcafFold 
the concentrated rage of his defeat, which was 
foretold him by feveral perfons. Manes of Sep- 
tember ! you ftill call for more of your affaflins. 
Wait, waiti aU of them will be punifhed; It was 
Paris who ele£led all thefe monfters of folly and 
cruelty, who murdered the Revolution by making 
it abhorred, and who did not know, at leaft for 
their own fafety, how to be cruel only for once. 

Pache. — He is a Swifs, and was more fatal 
to France than an army of Auftrians. He was 
in the fecret of all the enemies of the country. 
Attacked by the Gironde, and defended by the 
Mountain, he placed himfelf at the head of a 
monftrous aflbciation which had been formed of 
the principal authors of the maflacres of Septem- 
ber. Thefe men, without any kind of fortune, 
lived neverthelefs in a fort of luxury which was 
not the lefs difgufting than prodigal. Who paid 
thefe ruffians? Pache. And where did they 
carry on their deliberations? In the hall of the 
Jacobins, during the abfence of the latter. They 



llEW PICTt^RE OF PARIS. 143 

•were to the Jacobins what the Capuchins were to 
the Jefuits, emiffaries, fpies. From this horde 
ififued the greater part of the cut-throats who 
caufed fo many diforders in Paris and its envi- 
‘rons. It produced alfo fome writers : but what 
fort of writers? We favv the ftreets of Paris co- 
vered with addreffes and petitions exceeding each 
other in atrocity. Scnfible men treated thefe 
placards with contempt, but the populace read 
them, and imagined they had obtained abfolution 
for all the blood they had (hed. Thefe fubaltern 
ruffians had the impudence to petition for the re- 
peal of a decree which enjoined the profeription 
of the Septembrifers. Several deputies boldly 
oppofed it. The ftruggle lafted upwards of two 
hours. On that day the Mountain feemed as if it 
would have rolled itfelf entire on thofe generous 
deputies, who were defeated. The National 
Convention decreed, that the execution of its firft 
decree againft the Septembrifers Ihould be fuf- 
pended. From that day, the gate was opened 
to impunity, and all the protestors of affaffins 
walked out with heads ere£l:. 

JosephLeb on. — A ftrippling prieft rehearGng 
his catechifm was the image of this young Ver- 
res, who afpired to the dignity of being named 
the Little Robefpierre. This laft, thinking him 
worthy of confidence, entrufted him with the 
care of defolating the city of Arras, w'here they 
were both born. He was proconful at an age 

in 
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in which a man is but a bad preceptor. Of all 
the commiflaries of the Convention, he was the 
moft ferocious and moft anthropophagical wild 
beaft j and this was in the courfe of things, (or 
he was a prieft, and was perfecuting his townf- 
nien who had been witneffes of his late abjefl 
fituation. He had formed an etat major of 
affaffins, with red caps and whilkers. Every 
day after his dinner he affifted at the punilhment 
of his viftims, and fometimes fufpended the mor- 
tal blow in order to read to them the newfpaper. 
1 had never feen him at the Convention, becaufe 
he had only taken his feat as fupplementary 
three months after the 31ft of May. I do not 
know' why this monfter was fent into the prifon 
where the feventy-three deputies were confined j 
on feeing him enter, I faid to him only Ihefe 
words; “ What, fo young and fo cruel!” He 
was the feed of Robefpierre, whofe greateft guilt 
was having infufed his dodfrine into this novice 
foul, and familiarifed him with new crimes. . 

Carrier. — It was in thinking of the frater- 
nity of Lycurgus, that he aflbeiated in death 
individuals of different parties, and ordained 
thefe republican marriages, a term of fanguinaty* 
derifion. It will fcarcely be believed, but he de- 
clared to whoever would liften to him, ** We 
“ will make a cemetery of France, rather than 
not regenerate it after our fafliion, and fail 
“ in the end we have propofed.” He was faith- 
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fill to his word. He wiflied France to be re- 
duced to the fourth of its population, the fove- 
reignty of the remainder, and, the divifion of 
lands. He was in the fecret of that horrible 
war of Vendee. This fecret was to accom- 
plilli the treaty made with the coalition, and to 
deliver up the wrecks of an exhaufted kingdom. 
Such crimes are not conceivable ; but thofe who 
could have ftopt the war in Vendee, and 
who did not do it, thofe who harrafled and per- 
fccuted the experienced generals who laboured 
in good earned to dodroy it, thofe who fent an 
executioner to men who were to be regained b)' 
mildncfs, were the only depofitaries of that terrible 
fecret. The Loire is dill fwelled with the tears 
and blood which Carrier made to flow. I lliall only 
add of this monder, that in afeending the fcaffbld 
on the Place de Greve, he lidened to the founds of 
a clarionet, which was piping for his death, and 
witnefled the Parifian joy as his head fell. As 
this wretch was rather a monder than a man, 
the Parifians will not be cenfured for this mani- 
fedation of joy. 

Robert Lindet. — Amongd the atrocities 
which the 10th March 1793 brings to our recol- 
le£lion, that fuggeded by a Deputy, called Robert 
Lindet, is beyond every thing which tyrants can 
have imagined mod cunningly barTsarous j this is 
what he propofed : 

vot. I. L “ The 
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" The Extraordinary Tribunal fliall be com- 
“ pOfed of nine members , they (hall be fubjefted 
“ to no form as* to the trial, they {hall get in- 
“ formation in. every manner polTible. The Tri- 
“ bunal fliall divide itfelf into two feftions, and 
“ there fhall be always in the hall defti’ncd 
“ for this Tribunal a member commiflioned to ( 
“ receive denunciations. 

“ The Tribunal {hall judge thofe who fliall be- 
“ fent before it by a decree of the Convention 
The Tribunal may purfue dire6fly fuch, who, 
“ through incivifm, may have abandoned or nc- 
“ gleftcd the exercife of their fundtions ; tlioft- 
who by their condudf, or the manifeftation of 
“ their opinions, fliall have attempted to lead 
“ a{h’ay the people; fuch whofc condudl or 
“ writings, fuch, in {hort, who from the places 
“ which they occupied under the old govern- 
“ inent, bring to mind the prerogatives ufurped 
“ by defpots.” 

Who would believe that the party which had 
declared itfelf republican, par excellence, the ex- 
clufivc protcdlor of the moil extended, the moft 
unbounded liberty, applauded with enthuliafm 
this infernal conception, and moved that it {hould 
immediately pafs into a law. Philipeaux, who 
was crowned at his death with fo many cyprelTes 
and laurels, declared himfelf its defender ; Ver- 
ginaud attacked it with indignation, and repelled 

it 
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rt vv’ilh horrorj Cambon oppofed it; even Barrere 
treated it as a monftruolity which the moft fliame- 
Icfs defpots would not have imagined in the 
dar.keft fits of their rage. After a great deal of 
d'ifcuffion, Lindet’s project was abandoned. 

Duport Dutertre. — Intelligent, amiable, 
and obliging ; pofleflling only the milder palfions, 
a modeft tone, and affable demeanour with every 
one. l lis profeffion was that of the bar ; and 
when the Revolution, in calling him to the func- 
tions of the Vice Mayoralty, to the organization 
of the commune of Paris, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of difplaying his talents, he was the firft 
rainifter whom the king chofe from among the 
clafs of the people. The opinion of the public, 
which had hitherto proferibed every other choice, 
applauded this ; and during the very long courfe 
of his miniflry, compared to that which took 
])1acc before or after him, he was reproached 
neither for pride, nor abufe of authority. His 
funftions, however, had been as perplexing as 
they were fplendid ; for the flight of the king to 
Varennes had made him the firfl: perfon in the 
ftate ; but his modefty was habitual ; his ele- 
vation did not dazzle him, and he was fond of 
repairing fometiraes to the Ample apartment 
which he occupied before he took pofl'eflion of 
the hotel of the keeper of the feals. It was a 
fort of afylum which he feemed afraid of not 
L finding 
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finding again when the day of his greatnefy 
fhould be part. 

The events of the 10th of Auguft, in which 
he had taken no part, enveloped him, as it ,did 
fo many others, in the decree of accufation which 
font him to the prifons of Orleans, to be judged 
by the High National Court. Having almoft 
miraculoufly efcaped the maflacre of the prifoners 
of this city, whom the affaflins of September 
went to murder during their tranflation, Duport, 
thirteen months after, fell under the fentence ot 
Robefpierre’s tribunal. The unfortunate, illuf- 
trious, and ill-fated Barnave was comprehended 
with him in the fame indi£tment. There was 
nothing common in their caufe^ they fcarccly 
knew each other, and their principles probably 
were not more alike j but one victim at a time 
was not fufficient for thofe murderers, they cou- 
pled them by accident, in order to accuftom the 
people to fee their vi£lims accumuldted by hun- 
dreds, though they became acquainted with each 
other only by the means of the; fenteiicc which 
had convi£led them of being accomjilices. It 
was in vain for Duport to prove his ii.nocence 5 
to produce evidences written by Marat himfelf, 
which rendered teftimony of his patriotifm, and 
his refpcSl for the liberty of the prefs j his judges 
were fo greedy of blood, that one of the jury, 
forgetting that the queftions were individual, 
q pronounced 
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joronounced in a rage the formule ; “ On my ho- 
noiir and confciettce the pr if oners are conviSled" 

The declaration of the jury was unanimous, 
and when Duport heard his fentence, he faid, 
“ Revolutions affaffinatc men, it is pofterity that 
Judges them.” 

Pethion. — He had an open countenance, a 
fine form, an affable look, a mild fort of elo- 
quence_, talent and addrefsj but his manners 
were affefted, and he had fomething in his fea- 
tures which feemed to excite miftruft. From 
the firft days of the conftitution he figured in the 
Affembly, becaufe he fpoke well, and was mem- 
ber of the Tiers. The infeparable friend of 
Robefpierre, their principles were then fo ac- 
cordant, and their intimacy fo noted, that they 
were called two fingers of the fame hand, and they 
continued to be called fo till the end of 1792. 
It is true, that at this epocha they already de- 
tefted each other cordially. Robefpierre was no 
longer any thing, he did not even with to be any 
thing, becaufe he referved himfelf for anarchy j 
for he was not made to fliare in a career purely 
conftitutional. Pethion, on the contrary, had 
quitted England, where he had gone with Ma- 
dame de Sillery, to fucceed Bailly in the func- 
tions of Mayor of Paris, and he acquired in this 
place fo much popularity, efpecially after his 
deftitution on the events of the 20th June, that 
Robefpierre could no longer extend to him his 
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forgivenefs for the idolatry with which he wa^ 
worftiipped. He regarded him no longer but 
with envy j he was in his eyes only a rival, while 
he heard the people cry, Vive Pethion ! Petkion^ 
m la Mort ! an exclamation which was read on 
every hat, and infcribed on every wall. 

Pethion neverthelefs was too much refpefled ' 
to be openly attacked ; and he a£lcd a confider- ^ 
able part on the 10th of Auguft. He had fcveral 
times vifited all the polls of the Chateau during 
the night which preceded that celebrated day j 
and his cares were not loll, lince lie enfured its 
fuccefs. The life of Pethion was at that time fo 
precious, that a decree enjoined him to expof? 
it no longer ; and for a long time we read on the 
gates of the Chateau this infeription, The 
Mayor of Paris would have been aflTaflinated, 
if a decree of the Legiflative Body had not 
faved his life.’* 

He was Mayor of Paris during the butcheries 
of September, but the confpirators had configned 
him to the mayoralty houfe, fo that he was pure 
with refpe£t to their maflacres. When Manuel 
made his propofitions at the Convention to give 
the Prefident a guard of honour, and an apart- 
ment at the Tuilleries, Pethion had been named 
prefident. On tbe formation of the Affembly 
fome people faid that he had the throne in view, 
and many others wiftied him to afeend it; but 
^ all at once he became the obje£t of hatred ; he 
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was outlawed In confequence of the 31ft May, 
and no one knows what became of him. , He 
periflied, without doubt, in a miferable manner, 
iince he never rc-appearcd on the recall of thofe 
■vVho were proferibed. 

Lacroix. — From a fimple country.-attorney 
he became a colonel, and field-officer, in two or 
three months ; pbfleflcd of immenfe property, 
and accomplice of Danton, he made a pretence 
of denouncing and aCcufing Dumourier, with 
whom he was in league j and prote£ted thofe 
tribunes who were under the orders of the maf- 
facreer in chief, the Bacchantes, the cut-throats, 
3 S well as all the extravagant motion-makers in 
the fc£lions ; whilft his friend Fabrc d’Eglantinc, 
a poor poet before the 2d of September, who 
was acquainted with nothing but aftignations for 
debt, inftcad of affignats, was now enabled to 
fport an hotel, a carriage, fervants, and mif- 
trelTes. 

He was one of the great oppreflbrs of the 
Convention, which was pure as to the very great 
majority. 1 le impeded its motions, and ranged 
bimfelf on the fide of thofe who vociferated, 
bawled, and talked continually of fans-culotlerie, 
paying court to a guilty municipality in a ftatc 
of open revolt. In fliort, he was one of the mod 
indefatigable promoters of anarchy, and always 
ready to fliield the affaffins under his Stentorian 
lungs. Even admitting that the adverfaries of 

thofe 
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thefe anarchifts had been guilty of fome errors^, 
there is not a lingle man of that party who has 
enriched himfelf fince the Revolution. They 
fliunned every committee, in whofe hands poWer 
was placed. 

Lacroix had been decorated with the crofs of 
St. Lewis, the 4 th of Auguft 1792, and that cir- 
cumftance could not open the eyes of the ftupid 
Parifians. It was impoffible from that time to 
reprefs the vociferations of the tribunes, the me- 
naces of the cut-throats, the crimes of the Ja- 
cobins, and the ufurpations of the Municipality. 

A military man ventured to fay in ray hearing, 
“ Do you wifh‘ to know how to fave the coun- 
try ? I will tell you. I have w^ell ftudied the 
“ Convention ; it is compofed in part of fcoun- 
“ drels w'hcm we muft put out of the way, and 
to effeft this, we muft fire the alarrn-guns and 
“ fliut the barriers.” 

Bentabole, who was prefident, pretended not 
to underftand this provocation to murder, and 
complimented the affaflin on his fjieech. He 
was exclaimed againft for his forbearance, and 
called a Modere, and a Feuillani. 

It is becaufe the departments could uot fee the 
obftinate ftruggles of the true republicans againft 
this fociety of Jacobins^ entirely forfaken by every 
true patriot, by every well-informed man, by 
every deputy who had any claim to efteem, or 
any modefty, that they have formed fuch falfe 
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judgments refpefting the Convention, and called 
it feeble. On the contrary it was ftrong, coura- 
geous, and intrepid till the 31ft of May. The 
feventy-three fought ftill on the breach, palficd 
every murderous p>roje£l and decree, ftruck with 
a kind of terror the Municipality of Paris, held 
it at leaft in refpeft, and it was only after their 
retreat, and arreft, that the dyke w'as levelled, 
and that France was inundated by crimes. The 
people of Paris were puniftied for not having 
known how to appreciate, or defend thofe de- 
puties, for having been cowardly fpeftators of 
this laft attempt, which was the fignal of every 
violence and every cruelty. 

It is time to declare the whole truth : Robc- 
fpierre and Marat were not the moft guilty, 
Obferve Collot d’Herbois at Nice, and at Or- 
leans, I'allien at Tours, Billaud Vafennes at the 
armies! The Pruflian, Anacharfis Cloots, 
fmoothed the road for Frederick William, and 
we, friends of the country, held exaggeration of 
words and ferocity of language in horror, becaufe 
they are always in the ratio of cowardice, but 
the Parifians were prevented by their fears from 
ranging themfelves on our fide ; and when there 
exifted a Condorcet, or a Briflbt, it was a Chau- 
mette, or a Marat, whofe ftandards they follow- 
ed ! When we denounced the confederation of 
Pilnitz, we were the accomplices of the invafion 
pf the pnemy j in Ihort, it was we who had deli- 
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vered up Valenciennes to the Duke of Yprk •, 
Conde, Lequefnay, and Landrecies to theh^ni- 
peror ; and when the King of Prulfia, who had 
hired boxes at the opera, Ihould enter Paris,, it 
was we who were to wait behind his majefty at 
the roprefentation. 

The Parifians believed all this, and it formed 
the bafis of that accufation, which fent the in- 
corruptible friends of liberty and of national glory 
to dungeons and the fcaffold. 

The enemy who threatened Paris with ruin, 
was delighted with this fatal enor; they well 
knew' who were the traitors. The Parifians ever 
blind, have n6t yet learnt how' to diftinguifli them 
from thofe men who w'cre honeft and coura- 
geous, whilft all Europe perfectly makes the dif- 
tinclion. 

Dumourier. — There is great reafon to be- 
lieve he did not become a traitor, till he had met 
with a confidcrablc defeat, and till the infults of 
Marat had determined him to feparate himfelf 
from a Convention which kept fuch a man in its 
body. • 

The return of the Commiffioners of the 13ol- 
gic army, had fpread the greateft and moft 
general alarm. Nothing lefs was talked of but 
vaifing the whole nation in mafs,. We were 
afraid of feeing a renew'al of the maffacres of 
the 2d of September, for . there were louder and 
more vociferations againft the rich and the rno- 
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deres, than againft the Pruffians and the Auf- 
trians. 

All the theatres were (hut, and advantage was 
taken of the firft moment of terror, to lay the 
‘foundations pf the Revolutionary Tribunal. The 
organization of this famous tribunal made its ap- 
pearance with the return of Lacroix and Danton. 
Briflbt combated this propofition, as tending to 
the moft monftrous defpotifm, but he was not 
liftened to. Thus the defeat of Dumourier be- 
came the triumph of the Mountain party, who 
knew always how to take advantage of every 
event. The addrefs of this party particularly 
conlifted in appearing lefs audacious when fur- 
rounded with danger j and their adverfaries, na- 
turally humane and averfe to violence, were 
fated to pay dear for their indulgence, and fe- 
curity. 

Dumourier loft his fenfes when he arrefted the 
four reprefentatives of the people. It was a 
crime fo miferably ufelefs, that we can only attri- 
bute it to that fort of madnefs which is excited 
by fury ; Paris befides cared little about this ar- 
reft. Many, however, believed that Dumourier 
was a traitor both before and after he had given 
himfelf up to the coalition. 

Abbe Maury. — I knew him well; a mere 
fprig of divinity ; he, however, entertained an idea 
of railing himfelf to the firft rank of the ecclcfiaf- 
lical hierarchy, and talked to me of his future 
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elevation when he had not enough to purchafe 
himfelf a dinner. He told me, “ I (liall enter 
“ the French academy long before you and at 
that time, he had not written even a bad formon. 
His firft productions were fpecimens of what is’ 
molt wretched and obfeure in any language. 
But he was born with the fpirit of an acade- 
mician, a talent for preaching, and the impudence 
of an antichanibcr. He had great confidence in 
his oratory, becaufe he had excrcifed it with fuc'- 
cefs on fevcral men of common underftanding ; 
and alTumed fometimes the fupple, fometimes the 
lofty, and fometimes the unclious tone of a 
prieft j he was always fond of afting the prieft. 

He has done the greateft ferviccs to the Revo- 
lution ; for it was he who rendered the clergy 
obllinate and reftive, and who, by exhorting 
them not to bend, caufed them to break. It is 
he alfo who put into the head of all the nobles 
that fyllem of emigration, the moft extravagant, 
moft impolitic, and moft cowardly which they 
could have chofen. This charming fyftem after- 
wards took poffeffiqn of the head of the mo- 
narch ; and it was in confequence if Abbe 
Maury’s documents that he came to tuck like a 
fchoolboy, who wilhed to cheat his uflier. He 
difguifed himfelf as a valet de chambre, and 
when he was in the carriage with all his family, 
|hey all laughed at the furprife, the aftonifti- 

nient, 
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ment, the fuppofed grief of the Parifians, when 
they came to be informed, that inftead of afliftlng 
at the proceflion of the holy facrament, as they 
e^^pefted, the bird was flown, and gone in quell 
vf the boots of General Bender. 

Tarquin driven from Rome was in a pofition 
lefs humiliating, but the newTarquin mull dine on 
the road ; he was famiflicd on cutlets, and ate 
like a carman. In vain did the queen befcech 
him to adjourn his appetite ; he arrived too late 
for the rendezvous of Bouille, and his regiment. 
Six men llopt the carriage, and he was the firft to 
cry out, “ Stop !” He went into the fliop of M. 
Saufle, a tallow-chandler, who faw clear enough 
without fnuffing. M. Saufle did his duty, up- 
right as a candle. Whether or not the Blondi- 
net, (this was the name given by the court to 
La Fayette), had in view the malicious fatisfac- 
tion, the cruel pleafure of the cat, who fuflers 
the moufe to efcape only to catch it at a leap j it 
is ncverthelefs true, that the Abbe Maury had 
infpired every governing head from that time 
with the proje6l of efcaping, that he is the in- 
ventor of the emigrating fyftem, and that it was 
adopted even by the king, who could fo cafily 
have feparated himfelf from a haughty and info- 
lent nobility, which had never ceafed to infult 
and defpife him. 

Of all the emigrants of much note, the Abbe 
Maury, and Choifeul Gouffier, are the only men 
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who have had underllanding, or good fortunCo 
The firft has become a cardinal, and the fecond 
has made himfelf under the name of Paul the 
Firft, Emperor of all the Ruffias. 

There is one, however, who is wifer and hap- 
pier than either, having .become a woman’s llioe- 
maker at Hamburgh. 

Legendre (of Paris). — At the time of Lewis 
the XVIth’s trial, he took it into his head to 
fay, “ What a fight of forms and ceremonies ; 
put him to death, let him be cut into cighty- 
three morfels, and fend one to each of the 
“ eighty-three departments.” He imagined he 
had reached the climax of Mountain eloquence, 
and his motion w'as received with loud burfts of 
laughter. I was by his tide when he uttered 
thefe words ; and I faid to myfelf, the obfer- 
vation of this man will be received with horror, 
and the folly of a finglc individual, whofe mouth 
we cannot flop, will be attributed to all the 
members of the Convention. By what kind of 
fatality do I find myfelf feated by the fide of a 
Legendre, and of a Lawrence Leciontre ! They 
prate about liberty, and they know not how to 
read ! 

Legendre was brutal, not becaufe he was a 
butcher, but becaufe he imagined that brutality 
entered into the compofition of a republican, and 
that he w as no republican, who did not roar like 
a bull, and make geftures as if he was going to 
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fell an ox. He could not fpcak or gcfiiculate 
otherwife ; and the violence of Legendre was 
fuch, that he wanted feveral times to ftrike 
Lanjuinais, and throw him headlong from the 
tribune. 

After the return of the feventy-three, we de- 
manded in a particular affembly, the recall of 
the twenty-two who were outlawed. I made 
the motion ; Legendre oppofed it, and faid, “ 1 
“ would fooner die at this tribune.” “ Very 

well,” I replied, “ die then !” — He was filent, 
as well as his infernal fet, and the twenty-two 
were recalled, that is to fay, thofe who were ftill 
living j and all thefe virtuous men have by de- 
grees cruflied the monfter of anarchy. It was 
Legendre who denounced Condorcet, accufing 
him of having fought to raife the department of 
the Aifne. 

Cambon. — The law propofed by Buxot, 
which fhouJd oblige every deputy to give an ac- 
count of his fortune fince the Legiflative and 
Conftituent Aflemblies, and to juftify the caufes 
of its augmentation, have always been moll 
ftrongly oppofed by the Mountain party ; Cambon 
found it bad, he who affefted at the tribune to 
flatter the multitude. Whoever touched this ftring 
was an ally of the foreign courts. We could 
never put any law in execution that would force 
them to empty their pockets, though w'c never re- 
fufed ourfelves to give an account of our fortune. 
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Cawbon exercifcd a fort of diciature on the fl* 
nances, and began firft to fport with the emiflion 
Ot alTignats. lie was defirous of prefer I bing flock- 
jobbing ; and why did not Cambon fhut up the 
exchange fuoner, as Clavicrc has never ceafed to. 
demand linco 1791 ? This was going flraiglit to 
the root of the evil. It was Cambon who pal- 
fied, and perfecuted the genius and talents of 
Clavierc, becaufe he was acquainted with his 
fuperiority over thofe miferable plagiaries who 
ftrove to bewilder him with their narrow con- 
ceptions, by fuggefling to him ruinous or illufory 
expedients. The difafter of our finances was 
entirely the' work of the Mountain party ; and if 
any amongft them affefled to denounce fubaltcrn 
dilapidators at the tribune, it was only to referve 
to himfelf the right of favouring the dilapidator 
in chief. Why did Cambon remain fo long 
himfelf at the head of the finances ? becaufe he 
was the accomplice of thofe anarchills who were 
alfo knaves, and with whom he afterwards form- 
ed a coalition. 

Marat. — This wretch, born in the country of 
Neufchatel, in Switzerland, at firft a beggar, then 
a quack, who united meannefs of figu e and of 
ftyle to that of chara£ter and of underflanding, 
and whofe infolence at the tribune was even ludi- 
crous, will neverthelefs claim more than one page 
in hiftory from his inconceivable deification, and 
his death, which font a young heroine to the 

tomb. 
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tomb. Hiftory will cite this vile demagogue, 
who has diihonoured the Pantheon, and all thofe 
who lodged him there, and excited a blind mul- 
titude to pillage and to crime ; yet this wretch 
would not have dared to have become a preacher 
of atheifm ; there was, therefore, fomething more 
abominable in the world than l^farat, which was 
the fpirit of Chaumette and of Hebert, that is, 
the Jacobin-Cordelier Spirit. The hypocrite Robe- 
fpierre was confeious that he fliould have the ge- 
neral confent of mankind in his favour in over- 
turning thefe wretches j but in re-acknowledging 
the Supreme Being, the phyfiognomy of impiety 
was not lefs vifible. Why? Becaufe on that day 
he, in reality, put himfelf in the place of the Deity 
whofe exiflence he commanded us to acknow- 
ledge. 

Foulon. — Foulon, who was hung in the Place 
de Greve, decapitated, and then dragged through 
the ftreets, had lived in fuch a manner, that 
one could fcarcely pity his fate. I do not know 
whether he had any prefentiment of his deftiny, 
but he had not only caufed a report of his death 
to be fpread, he even ordered the ceremony of 
his own interment at his effate of Houvein. The 
corpfe of a fervaht which palTcd for his own was 
carried thither, and buried with all the honours 
due to a feigneur. He left feveral millions, and 
an execrated memory. A porte-feuille of M. 
Berthier Sauvigny was found, and contained his 

VOL. I. M • 
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condemnation. He had gone into his generality 
to put out of the way certain letters refpe£ling 
the wheat tranfa£tionj fo fatal and fo badly ex- 
plained. It was his own peafants who arrefted 
him, and who, joined by the foldiery, formed that 
terrible efcort which led him to the Hotel dc 
Ville. La Fayette threw himfelf on his knees 
to obtain fime to give him a trial, but in vain ; 
the rage was fuch, that they fcarcely took time to 
hang him. 

La Harpe, Bonnet-Rouge . — ^The fymbol of li- 
berty, which was venerated at the beginning of 
the Revolutio.n, has been profaned fince I have 
feen it on the, head of Dumourier. 

In one of the aflentblies of the republican Ly- 
ceum, La Harpe, haranguing with warmth, faid, 
“ It is affertcd that the bonnet-rouge confolidates 
“ republican heads j 1 declare that it almoft melt' 
“ mine,” and he took it off. 

The next day appeared the following advertife- 
ment. “ To be fold, a bonnet-rouge, lined with 
“ three-coloured taffeta, with a rich filk tuft. 
•* Speak to the porter at Panekoukes, and afk for 
the Little Lucan. You will find him day and 
** night at his office. He will take in exchange 
** a wig with three tails in the academical ftyle. 
“ Befides^ if the purchafer of the bonnet-rouge 
would fubferibe for the Harpianuy or colleftion of 
“ bon-mots, by the author of Guftavus, he fhould 
»»1sjfvp fthe bookfe’l^T’s allowance. This work 
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** is printed, and would already have appeared, 
** but the eulogiiitn which the author is to make 
“ in a few journals of which he is compiler, is 
not yet inferted.” 

' The Abbe de Boislaikitte. — H e was a 
curious man, chaplain of the Paridan National 
Guard : he charafterized the vow of ecclefiaftical 
chaftity as an infane, facrllegious, antisocial vow, 
&c. “ But,” exclaimed he eloquently, “ what 
“ power can abfolve us from this vow ? Rome. 

At that holy court nothing is finiflied. Bu- 
“ finefs goes on fo flowly — fo flowly! — and our 
“ marriage is a thing fopreffing — foprelfing I-and 
" I, one of the chaplains of the Parifian army, am 
" fo preffed — fo prefled to give it a good foldier ! 
" — Sorbonne, take thy cap, and pronounce — 
cenfure, if thou wilt, excommunicate, anathe- 
“ matize, I do not fear thy thunder. Fe/ duoy vtl 
“ nmo, this is the only thefis which 1 prefent to 
“ thee. It is found — it is fublime. If thou dared 
“ tear it, the king of nature will condemn thee, 
” and approve me. With his approbation I will 
" pafs by thine. How can religion, the religion 
“ of him who curfed the barren fig-tree, make a 
crime, a pleafure, which angels blefs around 
** the nuptial bed, covering, their faces with their 
“ wings, for fear, without doubt, of envying 
earth that happinefs which is not ibund in hea- 
ven. Is it then fo eafy a thing to dafli out 
“ one’s heart againft the fteps of the fanfluary ? 
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“ The Bernards, the Benedifts, the Dominicks, 
tamed their bodies, bu^ it was in frozen ponds, 
“ iron hoops on thorns and nettles; and their 
** Ik in, without doubt, from the difcipline, be- 
** came hard as a negro’s hide. They all declar- 
‘‘ ed, that it was a more difficult thing to preferve 
*• their virginity than to luife the dead. St. Brid- 
“ get affures us, that in her lifetime (he faw fe- 
veral ecclefiaftics in hell who had turned to the 
prejudice of the fpecies the attra£lion given to 
“ multiply it.” Thefc words are a commentary 
on thofe of St. Balil. I have never known what 
a woman is, and y^t I am not a Virgin. The 
Prieur of the Chartreux permitted the novice Se- 
quier to ring the bell every time he felt irregular 
.defires, in order that his brethren might meet to 
pray for him. The community was wearied with 
praying, and the child of Bruno felt that there would 
be lefs evil in becoming Chancellor of France. “ If 
“ the clergy, ftill haughty and hypocritical, for ever 
“ jealous of the ufefefs reputation of faints,” fays 
M. Manuel, from whom I borrow this article, 
“ pretended that thofe who held a god in their 
“ hands, and fee queehs at their feet, ought not to 
defeend as low as the wants of the vulgar, I 
“ w'ill unveil the libertine works of thofe celeftial 
“ miffionaries, who confign to hell the paffions of 
" tender and feeling hearts. I hold in my hand 
“ the letter of the infj^eSiory the proces verbal of 
the commijfary, the confeffion figned by the delin- 

“ quent. 
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“ quent, and the receipt of his fuperior, to whom 
" he was carried back, without doubt, when he 
“ had not wherewith to purchafe his pardon, &c. 
“ &c.” The author, whom 1 have juft cited af- 
terwards gives the numerous curious and authen- 
tic lift of all the tonfured taken in the fa£l by the 
police in places where canonically they ought not 
to be found. 

Despremenil. — When the court held a par- 
liariient prifoner in the fanfluary of juftice, and 
broke down the door of that tribunal whofe mo- 
deration would have fpared it. the blow by which 
it was overturned (for it i^as by this blow that 
the throne was really ftruck), this counfellor at 
the Parliament of Paris afted a confiderable part. 
It was he, perhaps, who determined the firft 
fliock of the Revolution. He had devoted him- 
felf under the defpotifni bf the court with a cou- 
rage worthy a true Roman ; but he was noble, 
deputy of the nobility ; and, after having raifcd 
all the parliaments againft the royal authority, he 
became its humble valet. 

ft 

This change was not rare among fo many men 
feemingly born to be republicans. Mirabeau 
was retrograding when he was ftopt by poifon. 
It might have been faid, that he remembered 
the committee of the thirty tyrants of Athens, 
which weighed more heavily on the republic than 
a Angle Pififtratus. 

The 
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The converfion of Defprem^il is attributed to 
Madaihe de Polignac, who, at a dinner of cere- 
mony, faid aloud, “ Put the fceattx before M. de 
** Defprenienil.” She fpoke of the water-glaffes, 
but it was reported that he beheld in this pun the 
melTage of his nomination to be Minifter of Juftice. 
He was a flight man, when he was not embroider- 
ed by the magiftrature j and the tribune, which 
had deftroyed fo many men who had been re- 
puted eloquent, difcovered but a barrier inftead 
of an orator. He met with a few cuffs on the 
day called the day of poignards j and on his re- 
turn from Coblentz, having been met on the ter- 
race of Feuillants, he had nearly become the vic- 
tim of the people. Pethion came to his affift- 
ance : Pethion was then in all his glory. Dcf- 
premenil, all over bloody, faid to the Mayor of 
Paris, whom he did not love, “ And I alfo. Sir, 
“ have been carried about in triumph by the peopled 
-Pitt and Cobourg. — Thefe two names have 
been repeated to fatiety. It is not lefs true, how- 
ever, that Pitt has been the moft determined fub- 
fidizer that has ever been feen in the annals of 
the world— -he will lofe his guineas. Pitt in his 
way has a£ted a part as obftinate and as igporant 
as Robefpierre. His hatred had only one direc- 
tion, it was neither, fogenious nor inventive, it 
blinded him^ uid all the evil he has done us will 
fall on his own country.- . . . 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. I6t 

As for Saxe Cobourg, prince) and German 
general) who commanded the Auflrian troops 
four years ago, after having been beaten feveral 
times by our republicans, this great mailer of the 
art has fpeedily placed his talents, his reputation, 
and his glory, under fhelter, owning that he un- 
derftood nothing of the ta£lic of our military 
fcholars. 

Monsieur. — ^Things wear out from frequent 
life, •words wear out when we ufe them no longer. 
I'hat of Monjieur is an inftance. The word citizen 
has ahnoft generally taken its place, but not with- 
out confiderable difficulty. 

In a primary affembly, on a nominal appeal, 
the prefident called each member, who was a lit- 
tle rich, Monfieur, and the reft by their furname 
only. He called over in this manner the name 
of a young vine-dreffer. I was waiting you,” 
“ he exclaimed, “ Why do you make diftinc- 
“ tions among the citizens ? Why do you not 
“ call me Monfieur , as you have juft called my 
“ neighbour ? Have you forgotten the new po- 

litenefs of equality ? Don’t you remember that 
“ every one of us here is Monfieur, or that nobody 
“is?” 

In all the offices whatever of adminiftration, 
in all tribunals, the vrox^ 'Monfieur is profcribed. 

DotsEROL LEs. — ^Hiftory will unfold the general 
views of the decemvirate in the invention of that 
fyftem, and its principal combination with the 

war 
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Wct a pa»k>n couJd have been infufed only by the 
soft I he cabinets. 


How was it pofflble to find fb many jai- 
lors» fo many obfequious executioners, fo many 
applauders who followed the funeral c.irts, who 
counted the number of the vicliins, calculating 
with horrible infenfibility if the number increaled 
or diminifhed. The theatre of the guillotine ne- 
ver wanted a circle of fpc£lators. They talked 
of fixing a fione trough under the fcaffbid, and 
making pipes to carry off the blood ; the archi- 
te£l had already traced the plan of this conftruc- 
tion, and now let us calumniate the arts ! A- 
midd fo many viftims, there is one name which 
can never be forgotten, becaufe it rccals all the 
heroifm of paternal afie£tion. 

The unfortunate Loiferolles received at the 
Conciergerie an a£l of accufation which was in- 
tended for his fon. He faid not a word, but 
obeyed the intimation of the clerk, who ordered 
him to go to the office. He hies, away, conceal- 
ing his joy that in facrificing his own life he fliould 
preferve that of his fon. The miftake was not 
difeovered, becaufe be had done every thing to 
render it complete, trembled left his fon, who 
was ignorant of this a£t of devotednefs, fliould 
come and claim his place. This venerable old 
man, tied to the plank,-bx.clanned, " I have /u^■r 
, , . . . • ceeded." 
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'•^■ieededi^ and he receivedi no doubt, without re- 
gret |he ftroke of de,ath.- But as if heaven had 
waited for this laft and generous viftim to mani- 
fc/l all its wrath, avenging juftice at length difplay- 
ed itfelf j that very day it thundered on guilt i 
that very day the tyrants were hurled headlong, 
and all thefe decemvirs, drunk with blood, mount- 
ed the fcafFold the next day. 

Never was there impreffed on any criminal a 
mote terrible feal of reprobation than that which 
marked the agony of Robefpierre. Half killed 
by his brother’s hand or his own (for the verlion 
is dill doubtful), his face wrapped up with bloody 
rags, purfucd by the imprecations and cries of joy 
of the people, reading on every brow the pleafure 
of vengeance, and the fall of his hideous fyftem, 
afcending the fcafFold as I had foretold him in the 
days of his omnipotence j infultcd by the execu- 
tioner, who tore off with indignation the drellings 
of his wounds ; if he did not at that moment be- 


lieve in the retribution of divine juftice, he was 
only an automaton, who had iflued from hell to 
punifh mankind. But no — I think he muft have 
been aftonifhed, and even complained that he did 
not fee all his accomplices around him, many of 


them ftill live — but let us 'i^ait, and fee what will 
be their end. 


It has been faid, and repeated, that Robefpierre 
wiflied to fave the feventy-three reprefentativesbf 
the people, detained for their firrti and generous 

proteft 
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proteft againft the 31ft of May; this is not true. 
Robefpierre retained us as hoftages to keep the Cote 
Z)mV under, and we were to have been murdered 
the night preceding the 9th Thermidor. We 
fawall theapparatusof our death,arms, flambeaux, 
every thing was ready; theholes were dug, and the 
lignal was expe£ied. O holy Providence whom 1 
adore! tliou deignedft to favour me on that night 
with the fofteft fleep and celeftial dreams ! It en- 
tered into thy dcligns that the feventy-three IhoUld 
not perilh ! they were innocent, and they vrould 
have faved France from the terrible evils it fulfer- 
ed. No, I have never feared death. I had a fe- 
cret feeling that the Author of all good and of all 
juftice would make us triumph. In thefe times 
of oppr^ioa and calamity, my pillow was always 
foft. Can you, Robert Lindet, fay as much ? 
And thou, favage Amar, I remember thy croco- 
dile tears, when thou cameft to vifit us at the 
Madelonettes, after having aflalTinated the twen- 
ty-two. And how cameft thou to believe in the 
duration of thy power ? Thou knoweft neither 
thyfclf nor mankind 1 Thou wert favage, and feel- 
eft no remorfe 1 »Thpu mighteft as well live as 
perifli under a guilty avenging hand. We pardon 
thee from contempt. 

Lou VET. — He had a hard and brutal father, 
with an ordinary mind, who could neither fee 
por feel the merit of his fon. From hence proba- 
bly that hatred of tyrants was excited in his mind, 

and 
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and which was extinguifhed only with his life. 
He attacked the fhrone, he denounced Robef- 
pierre, he called for the aS of accufation of Capet’s 
brothers j he became an obftinate and indignant 
oppofer of the nobility, that ufurping call, the 
continual obftacle to every difplay of greatnefs 
wd energy in the nation. He was republican to 
his lateft breath, while every kind of infult was* 
lavilhed on him. There are certain moments 
when the virtuous man, eager to repel infolence 
and injuftice, is tempted to treat with lightne^ 
the efteem of mankind ; but Louvet, although 
above the clamours of calumny, anfwered them. 
He was fighting continually and always Handing 
in the breach. 

The univerfal blindnefs of the capital with re- 
fpeft to Robefpierre, emboldened the confpirators, 
the partizans of virtue were abandoned, but our 
republicanifm will remain without fpot or blemifh. 
I fliared in all Louvet’s’opinions ; as a reward of 
his virtues and talents, why did he not live to fee 
the 18th of FruSidor I 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

ANECDOTES. 

• ' M. Duhamel, a merchant of Paris, wilhing 
to continue his journey ■ from Rome to Naples, 
went to our ambaflador to have a paffport. The 
ambafl'ador afked him, if he had feen the revolt at 
Paris. “ What revolt replied the citizen. 
“ What revolt! the revolt of Paris, that of July.” 

I do not imdei-Jland you." The fecretary of the 
embafly took up the converfation. “ Monfcignetir 
“ ajks tf you have feen the Revolution ? “ Oh, yes 1 I 
“ have feen the French Revolution.” — " What 
“ difference. Sir,” replied the ambaffador, “ do 
“ you find between a revolt and a revolution?” — 
This difference,” retorfed the citizen ; “ Slaves 
“ revolt againjl their majler ■: a free people who re- 
fume their rights make a revolution. You fee nozv 
“ why i could not comprehend you." Thofe who have 
been prefent at .the fittings of the French Senate 
know how noify they' fometimes were. 'The de- 
cree which ordcreA the fale of ecclefiaftical 
eftates, excited, as'*ffiight have been foppofed, 
very loud cries among the tonfures. Every mem- 
ber of the clergy arofe, changed place every mo- 
paent, inwder 'to increafe the noife which his 
' • • ' brother 
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brother in ariftocracy made.' A lady, out of pa- 
tience with all this brawling, cried out — " .Gen- 
‘‘ tlemen, they meant to (have you, but if you 
“ mate fo much ftir you will be cut.” 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 

RED BOOK. 

Who is there at prefent unacquainted with 
the Red-Book? This book has gained over a 
crowd of honeft men to the caufe of patriotifm. 
It has ftrengthened the weak, convinced the un- 
believing, enlightened the blind, infpired the up- 
right with more courage, filled every civic mind 
with generous, energy and facred indignation; 
and, in this point of view, it is the moft eloquent 
and ufeful pamphlet that has ever appeared. Eter- 
nal thanks to the courageous members of the 
Committee of Penfions, who, after numerous ef- 
forts, tore it at length from the hands of mini- 
fters, whofe crimes it laid open to the day. 

The 111 of December .039, M. le Camus de- 
nounced to the National Aflembly the exiftence 
of the Red-Book. It was a thick, elegant regiller, 
bound in Turky leather, with, gilt edges, and 

which 
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which contained a lift of the penfions, of which 
fome were as follows : 

On the firft leaf was a German Prince, who 
had four penfions : the firft for his fervices as co- 
lonel, the fecond for Ws fervices as colonel, the 
third for his fervices as. colonel, the fourth for 
his fervices as colonel. Total of the penfions of 
this German Prince, forty thoufand, forty-eight 
livres. 

M. Claverie de Bamire, four penfions. The 
firft and the fecond, bccaufe he was at the fame 
time fecretrary interpreter of two foreign regi- 
ments, who wanted no interpreter, and who were 
in garrifon, one in the Eaft, and the other in the 
Weft s 'the third, becaufe he was clerk in the 
War-Oflice } the fourth, becaufe he was clerk in 
the War-Office. Total, twenty-three thoufand 
four hundred fixty-nine livres, of which four thou- 
fand feveu hundred and fifty were revertible to 
his wife and children. See. under the fine title of 
referve. 

M. de Gallois de la Tour, firft Prefident and 
Intendant in Provence, in honour of whom M. 
Barentin caufed two medals to be engraved in 
the ncwfpapers, twenty-two thoufand I'even hun- 
dred and twenty livres, in three penfions j the 
firft, as firft prefident ahd intendant ; the fecond, 
as intendant and firft prefident j the third, for 
the fame eonjideratiom as thofo above-mentioned. 1 
copy faithfully the text. 
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Madame Ifam, twenty-four thoufand nine hun- 
dred and eighty livres, to favour her marriage, and 
in conf deration of her fervices. 

.M. Claude Fran9ois Moreau, whofe valiant 
pen was employed for half a century in giving 
leflbns of flavery to the nations of the earth, had 
only a penfion of twenty-one thoufand livres. It 
is but little : there are trades which one cannot 
pay too much. 

Every one knows that in France the quality 
of Grand-Mafter of the Barbers’ Company pro- 
cured M. d’Amdouille, firft furgeon to the king, 
fixty-two thoufand livres, to be taken on the pro- 
duce of the ftrokes of razors given every year on 
all the chins in the kingdom. Will it after this 
be believed, that M. d’Amdouille had meed of 
a penfion of nine thoufand nine hundred livres on 
the royal treafur^ 

It has been find in the National Aflembly, 
that there were dead perfons who regularly re- 
ceived the penfions, which they obtained during 
their lives. I like better the penfions conferred 
on individuals who never exifted, and who per- 
haps never will exift ; fuch as, four thoufand 
livres to the perfon who fhall many Madame de 
Bafchi, miftrefs of Monfieur. 

With rcfpefk to Mademoifelle Hue de Miro>- 
menil, penfioned in confideration of her marriage, 
Ihe is really alive, fo her penfion is eight thou- 
finnd livres. 


M. Blan- 
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^1. Blancbet, four tboufand feven hundred and 
twenty-feven Uvres, in confideration of paft fcr- 
vices,and four thoufand feven hundred and twenty- 
leven livres in confideration of his future fervices. 
Total, nine thoufand four hundred and fifty-four 
livres. Madame la Marquife de Havacourt tie 
Mailly, fourteen thoufand fix hundred and fifty- 
one livres, in three penfions ; the firft, by contim- 
ation ; the fecond, without motive ; the third, for 
falaries retained. M. Hamelin, twenty-one thou- 
fand livres, in confideration of the modicity of 
his charge of receiver-general of the finances. 
Of the modicity ! Readers, never forget the arti- 
cle of M. Hamelin, a time will come when we 
fliall talk, by our fire-fidc, of the wonders of 
which we were witnclfes, as old nurfes relate the 
voyages of Sindbad the Sailor, and the ftory of 
the Sleeping Beauty in the Wood — hoc meminife 
juvabit. 

This modicity of M. Hamelin brings to my 
mind an old officer named M. Segrave, who loft 
an arm fifty-four years fince at the fiege of Fri- 
bourg, and who never was able to obtain the four 
fols a-day which the. ordnance grants to. every 
mutilated officer. O M. Hamelin! how many 
four fols a-day on your general receipt of finances-, 
and you are not fatisfied, M. Hamelin! You 
really want a penfion of twenty-one thoufand 
livres ! I make a motion that the four fols de- 
manded by M. Segrave be given to M. Hamelin, 

that 
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that a thoufand crowns of M. Ham«1ih’s pen- 
tlon be given to M. Segrave, and that the re- 
maining eighteen thoufand livres be rellored to 
the nation. *■ 

‘In genera], it was obferved that the tl!&d-Book ‘ 
was a record of penfions to a great number of Wo- 
men, comme il faut ; to clerks'and fecretaries, c6mnte 
il tt'en faudroit pas ; and to a‘*^few military men, 
comme il en faudroit beaucoup. In the lift of the Wo- 
men, we find a lady near Avranches, who had 
twelve hundred livres penfion for having received 
a colonel feveral times at her table. It was weli 
afeertained that it was at her table. 

After having fpoken of the Red-Book, in one 
of the fittings of the National Affembly, M. le 
Camus denounced another book, entitled, ** Book 
of Salaries.” This was the younger brother of the 
JRed-Book, and contains, like the eldeft, a lift of 
turpitudes and crimes of courtiers and minifter^. 
A member of the Cote Noir having afked, by way 
of derifion, what the book was covered with? 
" With the blood of the people,” anfwercd Bar- 
nave, vehemently. 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

4 

IS THE OUILtOTlHE A MILO PUNISHMENT^ 

The National *Afferably of France, influ- 
enced, without doubt, by principfes of huma- 
nity, confulted feveral perfons in 1791, to know 
if in a cafe where the law pronounced the 
Tentence of death agaihft a criminal, it would 
be poffible to find the means of rendering the 
fufferer in •feme fort infenfible to 'pain. The 
inftnlment known under the name of the guil- 
lotintr was propofed ; the academy of furgery 
was co]|A>lted ; many experiments were made 
■on corpfes, to verify if the divifion of the neck, 
was inftantanQQus, and it was unanimoufly 
a|;reoci, that this infirument, by which the head 
m^s feparated from the trunk in an indivifible 
momcsiti 'extinguilhed life in the fhortefir time’ 
poffible. Of truth of this afiertion no doubt 
was entertained. No one imagined that softer the 
darwuMbu, there could exift Ae Icafl^ pain, y the 
ilightdft -'degree of 'fenfibility, either in the head 
■01 the tnmk, when' thofjt parts were feparated 
from each other. N^er ammigft any people 
has it bemcon^dUPed, that life, and c<mfe- 
quently fenwility, could furvive, even for a few 
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moments, this mutilation. Neverthelefs, the con- 
trary opinion feems to have gained credit for 
fome time pafi. Some fears began to be enter- 
tained that we have been deceived in this point, 
and that we pronounced wfth too much precipi- 
tation in 1791. Some perfons ferioufly. enquire 
if it be true, that he who l^s juft been beheaded 
, by the a£iion of the machine in queftion, fuifers 
no longer when the head is leparated from the 
trunk. Others think they difcover in the con- 
vulfive motion of the ihi^les of the face imme- 
diately after the execution, the ligns of exquihte 
pain, and an evidence of fenfibiJity not yet e-xtin- 
guiftied. They even go fo far as to dwell upon 
the grief and regrets of thofe whofe friends or 
relations have periflied by this puniHifnent, in 
refle£ling that a head, feparated from the body, 
has the confeioufnefs of pain j that life remains 
as long as there is heat. They are afraid left the 
idea of pain ftiould be in this head, as it is in the 
ftump of a man who has undergone the amputa- 
tion of a limb, and who fufters from this member, 
though it be no more. . , 

thefe reafoningS'iall of tjafinfelves if the 
p^fon executed, dies inftEnt^^,^^.dt is .therefore 
only a fimple queftion ' .qf ’^Etomy;. Now. it is 
well known, that, there ekifti in man two. organs 
'fo neceflary, fp eSentUl tp life, that* it cpafe^ as 
foon as the a£lion pf eithor difcc^i^ued. One 
of diefe organs is the brain, the omer the heart. 

N2 . "■' ■ 'jt 
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f is on this account that Aey are called vital 
organs human life c'dhnot fubfift without their 
a6tioU. Thus a impound in the heart is ncceffarily 
mortal ; and. a hurt in the brain, great enough to 
hindbr this organ frOm afling, is alfo neceflarily 
mortal.. In Both cafes, quicknefs of death is in 
the ratio pf the quicknefs with which the heart 
6l|f:|Hrain ceafe to ad;. This is a truth affirmed 
itt Weiy book of art, and there does not exift a 
fihgle treatife of regular phyfick, in which it is 
not very particularly ailerted, that every hurt ca- 
p^^able of making the a^ion either of the heart or 
the brain ceafe, is .neoeffarily mortal ; that is to 
fay, that life and all fenfibility ceafe at the mo- 
ment when the heart ceafes its fundions, and re- 
ciprocally, that life ceafes, and fentiment is ex- 
tinguifhed, the moment the brain difcontinues to 
adt It is thus that we fee thofe die inftantly 
who are attack^ with a ftrong fit of apoplexy, 
a difeafe whichi when carried to a high degree, 
leaves the brain without motion. In the fame 
manner we die fuddenJy,. though the brain be 
not affeded, when, any caufe, a rupture or 
wound be made in heart, which fuddenly 
flops its. motrons. '. Now it is demojiteated to 
whoever will in the le^ degree refled, that not 
only the heart, but alfo the brain, difcontinues 
ading, as fl ^ ^as the head of a man is feparated 
from the refl^^ his . body. In this cafe, death 
itfelf is iniiantaneous. Death would not be 
4 
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long, and the pain Would hot be prolonged, but 
in as much as the cefiation of either' of thefe 
vital functions Ihould operate ^owly, which is 
imJ)offible, fince at the very inftant in which the 
detruncation is compicat, the dreadful hemorrage 
of the veffels, both of the head and the tixink, 
puts an eiid both to the action of the heart and 
the brain. If any one is curious to know if the 
patient reallf^fuffcrs, and for what time, it may 
be anfwcred, that his pain is in the ratio of the 
time that the keen infiti^meht takes to operate 
the detruncation. 

We may conjeflure that if it be done in a fe- 
ebnd, the patient only fuffers a fecond ; but we 
fliould deceive ourfelves ftill in ^doptihg this 
calculation, probable as it may feem, fince bodily 
pain always fuppofes, in order to be felt diftinftly 
by him, who undergoes it, a refleftion, a thought, 
a fenthnent, in a word, an intelleflual fundion. 
Now how can this funftion of the mind take 
place, when the organ by which it afts exifts no 
longCT ? It is clear, therefore, that the adiion, 
both of the heart and bral^ ceafe ^antaneoufly, 
there can neither bf pain nor i^fibility in a 
bc^ deprived of life. ‘ 

One of the jnbft .leamedi jihyficians of the laft 
age, has anfwered .befere>h^d, every* enquirer on 
this fubjfeft. ‘ Wippen, in his T|^|ife on the 
Apopleiy, exprefGel hinifiSilf thus : ^^^fThe punilh- 
roent of decolhtidn clearly proves V(^hat indif- 
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** penfdble need the brain, during the whole 
** courfe of life, has of the cont;inual aflion of 
"the, heart. m: as foon as the head is fepa- 
" rated from the*body, all fentiihent and motion 
" are extin£l, even in the head ; omaes fenfus et ma- 
“ tus animaliSy etiamineapite, morimtur." What may 
deceive thofe who have not the firft • notions of 
anatomy, is the palpitation of the flefli, the irrita- 
bility of the mufcles, which fubflij^more or lefs 
as the body is warm ; But this irritability, or this 
mufcular contra€tion,'io a body which has not 
yet loft its heat, though deprived of life, cannot 
excite the llighteft fenfibility, with which it 
ought never, to be confounded. ' Never has any 
one thought i^at when a worm or "an eel is cut 
into feveral pieces, the fenfibility of the animal 
can be excited by irritating with the point of a 
pin any one of the pieces detached from the reft,, 
though all taken feparately arO irritable during a 
certain fpace of time. What we fay is fo - truly 
verified by every anatomift, that from the prigin 
of this fcience to the prefent day, there i8%ot a 
fingle perfo^lvhP hal^optdd a ptopofition con- 
trary to tha*tiHjicK wP iiayfe prefix ^ ' 

... 4 ^ . 

' * i am lAfibs, 

my iirietui and^otieagu^a^t^JNa^j^.lplUtute. . 


CHAP. 
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CHAJ:'. AI.iV. 

NEW CRIES. 

Early in the morning we hear the cry of the 
newfpapers. • Simple projefis of decrees are 
transformed into laws, and a whole neighbourhood 
reafon upon, or are affrighted at, what is never 
to take place. The people, who have been 
a thoufand times deceived by tbefe faithlefs 
news-hawkers, do not‘ p^ the lefs attention to 
the vociferator. Every mind is alert, and if 
the Legifla.tive Body occaflons dny fenfations 
of terror, it is in the brazen throats of thefe in- 
defatigable hawkers. In the evening they run 
through the ftreets with other newfpapers, and 
make ,the fame brawling; anjl there are fome 
names, fuch as Etkienne Feuillant, the PqftUlm dc 
Calids, Poutlier^ Peprefentqnt du Peujile I which 
have been repeated an hj^drod times more than . 
all thofe of kingsj. of emperors, and of great wri- 
ters of any age paft or prqfent. Coffee-houfes 
and fcDoking-rooms are in jpotion at the voice of 
the news-kawker. The fhoprboy feizes on the fly- 
ing leaf, the brawler takes the piece of money, 
and is gone in an jinftant. It is he can attain 
with quicke%(^es,^e diftant Fauxbourg/ where 

the 
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the poor ftockholder, who goes to bed without 
candle, hears that they have, been very buAly 
employed about him, but without giving him 
any thing. 

Victories and confpiracies, battles and revolts, 
the death of generals, the arrival of ambaffadors — 
all is publiihed pele-mele. The news-writer, for 
two fols, kills a perfon who is alive and in good 
health j he would announce the end of the 
government, as Lalande announces the end of 
the world, if he had been told to cry the great 
treafon of the Dire£lory, and the murder of the 
Legiflative Body. 

Legiflation, policy, and diplomacy, are at the 
mercy of thefe cryers, who disfigure names, dif- 
tort expreffions, and in the crofs-ftreets make 
fuch a fubverfion of geography, that the north 
and the fouth are confounded together, and the 
affairs of Rome are ttanfafted at Ratifbon. 

The people who liften to all this terrible non- 
fenfe, make their commentaries on it as they go 
to reft ; and heaven knows how inftruftive' the 
narrations of hair-dreffers become the next day. 
Sometimes thrfe abfurd reports are raked toge- 
ther and entrufted to the poft, and all the follies 
which the moft extravagant and moft anti-poli- 
tical dreamer could, invent, circulate in the little 
towns of the depattments, and have no Other 
foundation fhan the cries of the ffreets of 
Paris. 


Vainlv 
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Vainly has it been atteropted to impofe filence 
on thofe commentatocs. They pretend that they 
are privileged heralds; a found might be impri* 
foned fooner than their perfons. 

• A multitude of little retailers hawk in every 
comer of the ftreets, objefts of fmall nferceiy, 

and bawl fo as almoft to ftun each other, the 

* 

price of their merchandize ; a few ends of can- 
dles, which the wind melts, cover with tallow 
their warehoufes three feet long ; and though 
'the price be very low, you always purchafe too 
dear, lince it is the refufe of all the manufac- 
tures. 

Formerly at the door, of the .playhoufes, when 
a puppy went out between the, two pieces, all 
the link- boys were bellqwing, “ Your carriage 

M- le Marquis, M. le Chevalier, M. le Conite 
they fubftitute at prefent the names^f Captain, 
of General, of Commi^ry. They are become 
more familiar, prefent their hand to the fine la- 
dies; calling them Citoyennes;, and oflTering a 
cabriolet, obferving that two can fit very conve- 
niently 5 they afliime ^ infolent tone of gaiety, 
and indififereujt :to all parties, they treat with as 
little ceremony the dog-eared gentry> as the Ja- 
cobin fcratch. 

The eloquence of the ..^tribune has perhaps^ 
formed, or ^ven boldnefs to all th^e orators at 
the cornel^ of Ihreets, who talki with one ano- 
ther of great motions, of fome famous confpiracy 

difcoveredi, 
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difcovered, and fometiines apoftrophize the paf- 
fengers. The ftreet-porters call all thofe who 
difpleafe them, ariftocrats. TTiey pafs their time 
in chattering abouf politics, and have contra£led 
an air of affurance which becomes ftilJ more re- 
markable, as they make you pay a triple falary 
for the kaft fcrvices. 

As for the ballad-fingers, we may judge to 
what point they have carried the abufe of their 
privileges. One of them called Pitbu, had ac- 
quired fo numerous an auditory, that the guard* 
did not dare interrupt him in his warbling func- 
tions. Every time he fpoke of the republick, he 
clapt his hand ou his backfide. lie was arrefied 
and carried to .the Criminal Tribunal ; he an- 
fwered the Public Accufer, that in the gefture 
with which he was -reproached, he -had no other 
intention than looking for his fnufF-box. After 
having been twenty-two times imprifoned for his 
couplets, and his finging, be carried the matter 
to fuch a pitch, that be was at Jafi condemned 
to banifhment. 

This Pitou was a kind of Diogenes, but he 
did not live at Athebs. 

The proclamations of newfpapcr-bav kers had 
■ nearly overturned -the republican government. 
Everything/k comppfed of ini^itefimals. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

NEW ROBBEKE. 

In the midft of this deluge of all tha human 
paifions, and when we had agitated and beat tlie 
pond, it was impoffible that the mud fliould not 
rife to the furface, and trouble the purity of the 
waters. 

There are therefore bands 'of robbers, whofe 
numbers increafe everjjiday with their audacity. 
Confiderable robberies are committed, nay, even 
confpiracies are formed, *and yet the police is 
a£live ; but it has, like other ihfiitutions, its al- 
ternatives of force and weaknefs j it. was itfelf 
corrupted. ' ' ' . 

The Revolutionary Committees had no great 
intereft to purfue thofe wretches, who^ under dif- 
ferent dredes, glide into hou&s,. make their re- 
marks, and afterwards hie ^to theic rendezvous, 
where they .difcufs the robberies they preme- 
ditate. 

The new robbers are much more daring than 
the old 5 they recbminend fcb' him w^io is to .enter 
firft, in. cafe the door i8%orced,^ot to bufy 
himfelf about the minuties, linpn and 

other efFefts i but to feize the jewels, plate j and 
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obje^s of value i ’ leavihg ‘ the teft to petit s 

fiaigresy which, in their bant, means a fecondary 
Order of thieves. They never forget to menace 
ftoutly whomever they fufpe/’.t of being cowardly 
enough to manger le mor^eau, that is, to difcover’ 
the theft. . i- 

They have under their ord^ers active citizens, 
(it i$ fo.they call then! by way of derifion), whofc 
buhnefs it is to carry off portefeuilles, which they 
call /ucs and for this purpofe they go to the 
doors of the theatres. Where they form a crowd, 
The-'^Boft adroit marches foremoft, followed 
(lowly by his aides-de-campy he prefles on, feel- 
ing the pockets which wilhes to lighten j and 
when ho 6nds a luc which is fufficiently bulky, 
and which he thinks it eafy to hlph, he feizes it 
by an art which is’ peculiar to the profeflion, and 
which I cannot defcribe j he paKTes it very dex- 
teroufly to him who is behind him, fo that if by 
chance he (hould be arrelled, he cannot be con- 
vifted of the crime; and in this cafe there have 
been feme who have puflied their impudence fo 
far, as to caufe the unfortunate plaintiff to be 
arrefted, and carried tq the .Committce'^f the 
Seftion, where, in the brilliant days of .Rqbefr 
pierre, the robbef -found comrades, furety, and 
proteftion, . . „ ^ 

■ They have places which th^ call tapis franesy 
where they fl)tt^?|he fruit of their labours. They 
have alfo receivers, Tuph as Jews, dealers in gold. 
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pawnbrokers, who buy from them, at a very low 
price, the objects which they have ftolen, and 
change their form infiantly. 

•Thofe who hive any doubt of the exiftence 
of thefe knaves, may go the public fudience of the 
Criminal Tribunal j they ate eafify difcoyered, rao- 
tionlefs, filent, examining the attack and the de- 
fence, moving their lips, and as ,it were fuggeft- 
ing to the prifoher his anfwers. It is there that 
they ftudy our criminal code,, and take advantage 
of every point which dn ignorance of the deep 
perverfity of the human heart may have dictated 
to legiflators; too philo&phic. . 

When their comrade j0iiks libder the terrible 
day of conviftion and. of truth, bis filence is re- 
warded, and he is not abandoned. The plan of 
death being aboliflied, ,he :is placed on the ta- 
botiret. But there, fuperior to affront^ difdaining 
public fhame, he receives tender falutations of 
the eye from his companions and from the trum- 
pets, their obfequious miftreffesi when I fey ob- 
fequious, it isbecaufe they weremot unacquainted 
with the thefts of the band. 

It is a received axiom that it is very eafy to 
efcape .the galley^ that they are quit for a fliort 
journey ; which. Is the reafpn why the new, 
thieves are more perverted than the old oqes, 
that they have parried their effronteiy and info- 
Icnce to foch sm pxcefs that theyi^ye no figns of 
repentancoi and brave.death with impiety. 

rt- 
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We«have feen women condemned to the /«- 
j^Q^i^^the firft puniOiment which the law inflicts, 
and^hich precedes reclufion,<pr the punifhtpent 
cl tHp galleys, for men; we have fepn thefe wo- 
men take up t^ir petticoats, and infult the paf- 
fengers by tlu!i!^bfcen« expreffibns; but as this 
a£t of depravity Ws . sowing into an habit, the 
. ett^fion^ w^iiutrder^ to faften their petticoat^ 
a[^ iye their hands.: ' V 
^Maying exetcifedi three times the office ofjuiyi- 
fitan at the Criminal Tribunal in the department of 
PariSyl havonever quitted the court without having 
my mind'fenfibly afi^^edfor the lofs of that moral 
inftinfl:,.. of which, in fcveral criminals, riot the 
flighted V^ige remains. Jfo ! thbre is no more 
hypocuify 1 Vice and crime have their apologies 
and theitj^pologifts. The counfel for the pri- 
foners, either from inattention> or from the vanity 
of exhibiting their talents, have de-naturalized 
eyeiy word that implied morality^ Alas ! how 
can any one, for a pecuniary wcompence, deterf 
mine to whet the.poignard tyhich may be turned 
agatnft fociety^ and againft bimfelf! A greater 
motive for grief, and affliction is, . that the grafiinst 
(the name of the benches ‘of, the Cripimal Tri- 
bunal in, which the prifoners fit),, are frequently 
filled with women who are bold before the 
judges, where they aflame the ^dncioulhefsrif the 
men, and wapt^^^X a club .m' their hands. Let 
us hope that thefe creatures are only the impure 

remains 
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lemains of thofe;\voinea who ufed to pafs the 
morning in bawfing > at the tribunes, or puftiing- 
on the Revolutionafy Tribunal, who in the after- 
noon infulted the misfortunes of the vi^Sims 
whom the deceinviris fent to the fcafFold, and 
crowned their day’s work by going to the Jaco- 
bins in the evening. 

The people are fufeeptible of every irapulfe! 
The frequency of punifliments;, the fight of 
blood, Ijave induced men to defpife not only 
death, but Hill more, infamy. In their dungeons 
theyjeft on the guillotine, and make a fort of 
rehearfal of their execution, with fliouts of 
laughter and the fifty-feven days which I paffed 
with thefe malefaflors, when I was thruft 
amongft them, becaufe there was no room elfe- . 
where ; thefe fifty-feven days, in whicfrl thought 
I inhabited a new world, will be loft neither for 
hiftory, nor for the knowledge of the human 
heart. Oh! abominable Decemvirs, if you only* 
men ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

NINTH OF MARCH 179S. 

. How were the deputies, who were friend's to 
■order, continually infulted, while Marat and his 
adherents were triumphant! Marat Jounded 
the tocfin on the fliop-keepers j the pillage be- 
gan at day-break j all the fliops were taken pof- 
feffion of ; fugar, candles, foap, and other com- 
modities Were taken off. A fentiment of remorfe 
afterwards takes polTeffion of thefe pillagers j 
they tax the merchandize thcmfelves, and then 
feize it without any rcfiftance, whether the fliop- 
keeper will take the price or not. 

No doubt the commune was in connivance 
with the chiefs of |he mobj for it was intended 
to have given much greater extent to this vifit. 
When they faw that the difordcr did not go far 
enough, and that the mob did not hang up the 
tradefmen at their fliop-doors, the municipal offi- 
cers, who were informed of what was to take place 
the next day, affected an air of wifliing to put a 
flop to the pillage. 

Marat was denounced to the Convention for 
this provQcatipn to anarchy, which affuredly was 
not doubtful he fatisfied himfelf with. replying 

to 
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to his accufers, that theyVere hogs, fools, and fit 
only to be fent to the mad-houfe. • This new 
kind of eloquencfe ‘was ^miliar to the club of the 
Corflelieis, the Jadobins, the Commune, and in 
the permanent aflemblies of the fe£lions » it was 
in this manner they anfwcted "^The organi- 
zation of th*e Revolutionary Tribunal was formed 
amidft the tcnible roarings 6f thefe armed aflaf- 
fins,.who had matched on the Convention to ex- 
terminate all jthe Cote Drott j but they made fb 
much noife, utfered fuch fhocking exclamations, 
and obferved fo little myftery in their proceed- 
ings, that we were informed of their defigns. A 
confiderable fliowcr of rain which fell at that mo- 
ment, did not a little contribute to difperfe the 
conlpiratoi s. Not being able to mafifacre the 
deputies of the Cot^ Drott, the Montagii^rds or- 
dered the printing offices of fuch joumalifts to be 
deftroyed, as were enemies to anarchy; and it 
was at this cpocha that Dan ton, who two days 
before, and in older the better to attain bis end, 
had caufed the palling of a law, which fet at 
libel ty all prifoners confined ftst debt, and abo- 
hlhed arreft, pVopofed anew toiifeak entireljl' the 
executive power, and to chufe its future miniflers 
from the Convention. 

No perfon of common fenfe can believe that 
this Danton waff a republican. He never was 
fo. Direffor of the fatsd days of thu 31^1 May 
and ad of June, ordered and paid for by the fo- 

voL. I. O .reign 
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reign powers, he hadinade propofitions for tak* , 
ing the little Capet from the Temple, of parading 
him in his aipis through Paris, and iif getting 
himfelf njfmed* his tutor. Oh the other Hand, 
Robefpi§rre, in the delirium of his pride, and 
blinded by i feHes of fuccefs which had turned 
his narrow head, ailhfed at nothing leTs than mar- 
rying the daughter of Lewis the XVIth, and 
caufing himfelf to be proclaimed Proteftor. , 
’Among thefe wretches, it‘was he who Ihould 
concentre moft authority in his hands; raifed 
from the lowed date of mifery to a fort of opu- 
lence, there was no clnmcra with which they did 
not feed their devouring appetite. Leagued at 
fird to reign under the fliadow of 'the tutelage of 
the child, which they would have made awlay 
with when their power ihould have been confo- 
lidatcd ; and divided aftervrards, • becaufe each 
was w'illing to have the glory of placing the 
Dauphin on the throne ; but they could not com- 
mit this anti-republican crime before they had 
crudied the Gironde, who lia‘d founded the re- 
public, and willed it. 

The party'of’Orleans was fallen, beCaufe the 
nullity of the man was clear; the mod fliamclcfs 
could have no reliance on him. . Figure to your- 
felves, if you can, a multitude of wretches, ful- 
lied yvii^'erirtes, intrigdl&s greedy for fpoil, 
covdl'i^lj^h Ifhame, cfcaping from the places of 
their birth, enrolled on this great theatre '^herc 

thov 
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they are not known, prdud of afting, for the 
firfl: time, a part, and opening a large road to 
fortune j having neither home, nor relations, nor 
friends i fo much the more bold in their impu- 
dence, as they reaped on another’s foil j filch 
was the pifture of the capital at tihis epocha. 

Wretches from every^ country, adventurers of 
pvery rank, motion-makers of every age, -were 
fallen into the Popular Societies, preferring the 
moft extravagant fpeeches, and uttering the 
molt fanguinary.wi^s. They were Uftened to, 
furrounded, and the more ftrokes they aimed at 
rational liberty, the more were they applauded ; 
brawlers of morality/ panegyrifts of demagogy, 
and covered with the i>omet rouge, they were 
themfelvcs aftoniflicd at the credit they acquired 
for talents ; t|nd Albitte, the huifficr, could not 
make out hdw he became a Demoftbenes. 


CHAP. XLVII. 

* 

FRIENDS OF THE BEACKS. 

We fliall never perhaps know witb'certainty 
what was the dircQ. and entire tehon^ l^t fa- 
mous convention fignedat Pilnitz, inuie'cdurfe 
0 2 of 
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of the year 1790; but it appears evidently that 
a certain cabinet fent in its plans, which gives 
fufficient certainty that they were directed to 
bring about the'greateftdifafters in France. Let 
us judge from the queftion brought before the 
Englilh Parliament refpetting the -flave-tradc. 
This was a fnare laid by Pitt for the imbe- 
cility of our levellers ; they did not wifli it to .be 
laid, that England (hould appear fingle in re- 
claiming the rights of man. They wef6 the 
dupes of this ininiftcr. T^he fociety of the 
Friends of the Negroes was inftituted, • I per- 
ceived the fnare, and would never fulfer my 
name to be inferibe'd on thefe lifts, which pre- 
fented the names of many humane, bin fliort- 
fighted men, Pitt and his adherents caufed the 
queftion to be adjourned from; year to year, fa- 
tisfied in feeing us fall into their ambuflies, and 
too certain that«the civil torches lighted in our 
colonies, would for ever difluade England froni 
refuming this queftion. 

In the 'fame manner the twenty thoufand pair 
of flioes, which the Englilli offered to the Na- 
tionafl Convention, for our foldicrs, who were 
funning bare-footed after *vi£tory, wa ; a ftrata- 
gem of Pitt’s, conceived tb humble '.he French 
nation ; and whaf is moft ftrangc is, no one per- 
ceived it; fo remote were they from believing 
that a^ .¥quld fport thus with a great Af- 
fembly. 

One 
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One of -the heads of the'fociety of the Friends 
of the Negroes was Valadi, ci-devant officer of 
the Guards, and fince a deputy ;^i^.ho from fen- 
tim'ent, philofophy/ and love of ^the people, had 
abandoned .the caufe 6f the killers’^, In the af-, 
fair , of the Negroes, his heart a^‘ his want , of 
experience deceived liim, bftt' he difedvered the 
fnare when it was 4oo late. He expiated this 
error in inlifting againft the .Robefpierrian and 
pecemviral fa£li6o, and he died under the blow's 
of thofe ferocious aflaffins. 

And whilft they were ’pleading, for the caufe 
of the Blacks, the doof was opened . in the colo- 
nies to burnings and murders j and the Mulattoes 
threwr themfelves betvveen the Blacks and the 

’ ‘ . y . * 

Whites,, and became at the fame time their 
raoft dangerous friendsj and their moft implacable 
enemies... . 

.Every converfatidh tujsnCd on. the flaVe-trade ; 
it was difeufled nearly in the fdine manner as the 
quarrel for the mufic of Gluck and . Piccini, that 
is to fay,, the ant'agonifts were neither muficians 
nor politicians. 
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CHAP. XLVIll. 

MAXIMUM. 

The city was more aivl more tormented by 
the penury of fubfiftencc, in proportion as Boifly 
d’Anglas raifed his voice to aflurc the people that 
they were going to be fupplied with abundance. 
He was, after Barrerc, the nioft intrepid of liars. 
Bread was the ofgeft of violent contention at the 
doors of the bakers, after having w'aited at leaft 
five or fix hours to obtain the fmall portion def- 
tined 'for each individual. But it was not only 
bread they were afraid of w anting ; the immenfe 
confuinption of the armies, which fell back on 
rVance, made them apprehend that meat would 
be foon wanting alfo. To prc\cnt this, a pa- 
triotic Lent was propofed, a miferablc parody of 
a London Faft, in order that the race of animals 
might have time to renew itLlf. The Depart- 
ing^ of Paris, which feemed to ^ have fworn the 
ruin of the city, ihcreafed the pubi c alarm by 
its placards, doubled the price of grain in the 
markets, and at length propofed’ the fixing a 
maximum the price of articles of confump-. 
tiott IMtosi^oilt thh' republic, the fuppreflion of 
'the corn trade, the fupprelTion of every interme- 
diary 
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diary between the farmer and the confumer ; in 
liort, a general requiiition^of all the crops after 
every harveft. 

• In fpite of the natural propenfity of the Con 
rention to fan£tion every roeafure which would 
ruin both France and itfelf, in obedience to the 
vociferations of the tribunes, the dangerous peti- 
tion of the Department of Paris was very ill re- 
ceived. 

Famine, like the war of the Vendee, had been 
prolonged even by thofe who appeared moft defi- 
rous of finithing.it. There w'as no bread aftei 
plentiful harvefts, fiith was the will and the con- 
tinually increafing impudence of the demagogical 
potentates. The Convention, tormented by them 
within, bfcfieged by a multitude which every in- 
ftant threatened its diffolution, decreed a maxi- 
mum diminithing the price of grain, waiting till 
it was forced to maximife every other kind of mer- 
chandize. • . 

The maximum flattered the myltitudc, but did 
not diminifli thofe lengthening aflemblics, flnee 
railed queues (tails) by tihe-Parifians, for ever dif- 
pofed to , laugh ,at events the niofl: melancholy. 
Thcfc queues lafted more than two years, and ex- 
tended to almoft every objeff of daily confump- 
tion. 

The petitioners for fubfiflance daily belieged 
the bar of the Convention, where,;j^bJi5^ vented 
every kind of impertinence. It was the Moun- 
tain 
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tain party who fent them to eNcite a commotion, 
but they did not attain their end the people fuf- 
fered patiently under famine, and the guillotine. 
They did not pretend to rife till Praireal and 
Vendemiaire, that is, they did not rife except 
when excited, hired, and dire£tcd. 

The maximum wa« in c\ery mouth, atid the 
topic of conveifation at the comer of every ftreetj 
and, after a number of interpretations, it was 
faid to fignify brandy, which the multitude drank 
without mercy. This liquor has made a lingular 
change in the manners of the people, of which an 
hoarfe voice became the firft phyfical denionftra- 
tion. 

The words of Boifly D' Aoglas at this’ epocha 
remind us of the ph}licjan,who, when confulted 
on the cme of a patient in danger, anfvvcred. It 
is nothing ; to-morrow it will not appear, and the 
patient died the next day. 

It was obferved, that wicn qjoth was at three 
thoufand livres an ell, this circumftancc was 
taken advantage of, to ena£t more frequently the 
part pf the Avocat Patelkt^ and teach the art of 
fwindlii^ a fiiopkeeper of a piccq of cloth. Ne- 
ver wWI the theatres better attcird/sd than in 
thefe days Uf famine. The ^cople eat nuts and 
walnuts, and faid, in going out, “ 1 have faved fire 
“ and candle, it Wuld hjsjyecoft me more in wood 
“ and tallow af horfte*.’* ’ 


Ihe 
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Tlic fare of a hackney-coach coft fix hundred 
llvres, which was ten ^vfes .a’ minute. An indi- 
vidual, who had been driven to. his houfe in the 
evening, aiked the coachman wliat was his fare ? 
Si.x thoufand liyres» : He took out his pocket-book, 
and paid him. 

Every body was rich in imagination, and poor 

only when, they came to be undeceived. 


CHAP. XLir. 

STATUFOF HENRY THE FOURTH. 

The flatues of thef'kings had been overthrown, 
while that of Henry the Fourth remained ftand- 
ing. The people were "undecided whether it 
fliould fall or not. The poem of the Henriade 
militated in its favour ; but he vras tbffe anceftor 
of a perjured king.' Th^ ftatue, hitherto fo much 
venerated, underwent the fame fate as the reft. 
What aftonlflied me moft was^ what. I heard faid 
around me ; “ If RavUMc kitled- Henry, the Fourth, 
“ it ’Was becaufe he had feduced jiis JiJler, and left her 
“ nfterwardsF people ip the long ruti'-«dtpe 
at the knowledge of .every tbirtg. This fa£l: was 
configned^in a panufeript of the nationa l library. 
He would have paftcd.iibr a facrilegious„mon- 
fter, who hcretofofe'fhould have infiilted this ef- 
figy. It was, if I may ufe thO; expreflpti, 'a facced 
■ image, and now it was Ihamclefsly mutilated and 

trodden 
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trodd® under But tb€ J^ngs of France 

wttfe iio longer any/thing^ut Su|rans and Empe- 
;rors 6f Perfia, and had ftifled all that enthufiafin 
wh\ch the Fr«nSi once felt fotijiheir ipc^rchs.* 
We ou^ht to ere£t in that fquarc atiionument 
worthy of rt^ejh^atiojj, aud oonlcfcrate, by a 
coldffal tteirtoft fplepdid ipfurreftion that 
has ever taken place 'aniongft .ijiy people. .''The 
Vandals, who deftroycd this great and beautiful 
monument, had rather have built up wooden Pon- 
chinelles, 'vile emblems of ovci thrown federa- 
lifm ; and the painter David lent his pencil to 
thofeafits of Infamy, doubly diinonouraLIe for the 
arts, and for truth. , c 
In erecting thefe wbOdehj^olumns, in doing de- 
fpitc at' once both to humanity and truth, in dei- 
fyiog'the vileft of mortals, they were not Icfs em- 
phatical ip repeating the arts, the fne arts, than if 
the Venus of Mcdicis, or the Apollo of Belvi- 
derc, had been formed 1^ their chilcls. It has 
been obferved, that players and painters have 
afted the mpft abfurd and icoft fanguinary parts 
in the Revolution. , ‘ , 

. Daw'd exclaimed in (he AfTcmbly, of the Sec- 
tiott%iC'^hfc . Louvre, that “ they mght fire grape- 
“ Jhot onHlte whole 'bq^ of -artfis wrthoitfiearitig to 
“ kill a finghe ^atrkt.” He wiflied to drink the 
hemlock with feobe^ierto, .^iecaufe be had made 
a bad pi^h|;e o.i'ihe^e^h.of grates. His ex- 
tr^yagancts^Wcre;iiot lefs.mufderoys, and I own 

that 



/^fiW'PlCtURE 6if'RARi's. 203 

that the' idf David weeded to paintinlj,. 
gives' me' theTarne ifeptt^^ of horror when I 
think of this Mt, as the art it^f feetos to have^ 
cbnfecifated in; jrifturOs which ffejptefent’ martyrs, 
decollations, crofFesi^busning farhaces^h prefence 
of thefe ancient decemvirs, Vhoip^David* has fo 
welf imi&tedj'ih thofe days; of crimes I O 'manes 
Of Trudaines T 


CHAP.'L. 

RBVOLUtlOI.'ARS' TRlBUNAt,. 

CouLi) we ever, have imagined that we flipuld 
hhve feci, a tribunal crefted at Paris, a thoufand 
times more odious than the Iiiquifition, more in- 
conceivable than all tlie tribunals of blood which 

^V. , ‘ . 

haye covered the vvOrld in the darkeft agl's? 
That contrail between our'ihTitings in favour of 
huraanit)^ in which we coite&ed the learned mafs 
of jufifconfults, in which, we traced a nevv and ra- 
tional plan of criminal procedure, and 'thofe atro- 
cious judge's, of whom we had not even formed 
an idea in the whole courfe our lives :^that 
theory which was made to hafteli the progrefs of 
reafon; and bring kboijt: the refoitn of our code, 
put in oppbfitidn wilh.this'revolutipnafy tribunal, 
renders; it ftill more aftohifliing. It was the work 

of 
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of the fa^ion.of the Anarchiff^> who were, defi- 
rous of an unlimited authority, wWch fiiould re- 
vert on the head of fame of its founders. 

A volupme would be infufficient to dcfcribe fd 
many bloody fcends. We have thanjfefted our 
horror more tl^n once againft thdfe who placed 
the image of Liberty am idft piles c^c6ripfes, and 
of thofc bloody clubs a"nd judge executioners, to 
whom was committed the care of forraing.the re- 
public. ' ■ . , 

Thefe '.ruffians, difconcertcd by the look of an 
honeft man,-, would not have dared to affaffi'nate 
without this tribunal, '.which w:as as great an evi- 
dence of the cowardice as of the ferocity of the 
deCemvirli 


Thefe b^barians were roorep*cr the molt igno- 
rant of mfen ; they had rio idea, of the republic of 
the United States j and they marlced, with the 
feal of reprobation, a book entitled, ifTie Pedera- 
lljl, becaufe they did nOt kitdw tliatthe Fedefalifl:., 
is precifely a work wfitten a.gainfl: federalifm, in" 
fomuch as 'i^e'lfobk.'te^ed to reftbre-^veiy part 
of government to that ^unity, the objeQ: of Brif- 
fot'’s^.,^^|i^,‘* as well .as -'pf^all of ujs who figned 
the'-pp^lhfeations to’the departments, forthe'ex- 
ternalifecufity of Ftahct and its domef.ic' union. 

It was after tMsNsquivoijuei'\perhaps involun- 


tary, that they exedted the pe<S|3ie agairift the re- 
publicans byrcallidg- ^6^dFeder^ift,s, by 

carefl^ng the populace, tlfey wifhed to iriyeft the . 
municipality of Paris with the , government of 

France. 
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France. It was- by meW of this infolent and 
feditious ; un|^ that;^be revolutionary tribunal, 
which multiplied. itfelf on everylide, was to bend , 
ail the departments under the fceptre of the guil- 
lotine, and they would have fuCceeded, for all the 
fans-culottes were to be the|irifoiSnier^v*judges, 
arid execution's- ■ . ’ ] 

Thus Effilibf was made the chief of a faftion 
which never exifted, w’hile a band of affaffins, un- 
der the naiiSb of Cbmmittees of Infpe^ion, order- 
ed pillage and murder. He oppofed the revolu- 
tionary powCT of the Commune of Paris j from 
that time he was. no longer’ a good Jacobin ; they 
vviflied to kill him, ;.'and they accompliflied thoir 
defigri. 

Roland efcaped this tribunal of blood. All his 
writings bear the damp of a pure mind. He felt 
a paiTion of writing for the bappinefs of his fel- 
low-creaturea, and was caluihniated, like BriflTot, 
becaufe like him he refilled the faQion of the 
Anarchifts, becaufe Jie, could not lie, could, not 
tremble, and was. far frpnjjgairociating himfelf to 
crime through weainefs. His wife, endowed 
with a gfeat.chara£ler,,:au extraordinary .worii^, 
who.fibared in the labours of her hufbanB^ 'ahd 
who fupported his virtues; .was. perhaps the>itnoll 
intefelbng viftira which was f^rilced by this tri- 
bunal,, She went-lo execution with irony and 
difdain on.' her lips, a^Wft-a rnultitude incapable 
of appreciating her mejit. Looking from the 

fcaffold 
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fcaffold at the Statue of Liberty, flie exclaimec;, 
“ O Liberty ! what crimes are committed in thy 
name.i' 


CHAP. LI.. 

■' BRISSOTINS. 

* When the crafty, the dangerous, the knavifli 
Barrefe, telked of nothing but of pulverizing Eu- 
rope, Briflbt furnifhed the plans which it was ne- 
ceffary to execute, not to braVc- Europe;^' but to 
humble iiur enemies alternately; , ■ 

When Cambon, the ignorant Cambon, the firfl 
who Wed France at the hoUow vein, in order to 
fatiate Pache, Bouchotte, dnd other anarchical 
chiefs, would have no allies, and exclaimed, 
we muft break with everyNjabinet. Briflbt adopt- 
t^d mcafures to keep England in refpeft, and re- 
main on gogd terms other powers. 

This map, who had not' gone beyond the limits 
o^a t^d&.and well regulated energy *of character, 
wai%i^ufed at the tribhiiie of the Commune of 
Paris by Robefpierre, of having fold France to 
the enemy. faid he, they never could 

•‘ have entered bn French territory if they had 
“ not made a bargain 'witii the faftion of the Gi- 
“ rotide, and of Briflbt, to deliver up Paris.” 
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In proportion as lighi is thrown upon the odious 
proje^s of the AnarcWfts; wedifcover, with much 
greater probability, that it waff Robefpierre him- 
felf, ant^ his accopiplices, who were in connivancy 
with the PruiBans. , , 

Marat, ebnvifted of having ’ preached rbyalty 
and the naaffacre of the Convention, was carried 
before a tribunal compofedf of his p?ers. What 
did the Public Acciifer do ? He thunders out a 
panegyric-’btt Marat, and a denunciation on llrif- 
fot. When we reflebl that Robefpierre was then 
only the protege of Marat, that he concealed his 
hideous head vpider. his ajgis, that hb was only 
the inftrument of monfters more in evidence than 
liimfelf, we are ho longer aftonlflied at this 
triumph of Marat, which Danton called a proud 
day, but which was the preamble of the malBicre 
of the' twenty-two deputies, and brought on alfo 
that proud day in vyhich Danton himfelf was 
facrifieed. ’ 

The tribunal firft began its fim£lions by com- 
demning cook-maids and coachmen for improper 
difeourfe; but foon after, the fatellites of the 
Anarchifts and the municipality yrent tc^,;jthe bar 
of the national reprefdntatioB, and coirhhahded 
filence or crimes. , , 

ThisBriffot tried to prevent •at therilk of his 
head, , and his laft \yriUng denounces fully and 
direftly the laft and. abominable gxcefles which 
, it was ftill time to prevent j but it \yias,then;,that 

the 
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the fa£tion had created ahd fpread abroad thefc 
words fince fo celebrated, Briffotins, Rolandins, 
Girondins j and ris if a malignant vapour liad fud- 
deiily poifoned the heart and head ,of all the in- 
habitants of Paris, thejt. defamed this mild, peace-' 
ful, anc^ virtuons hian. With fo many claims to 
jmblic efteem, ’the unfortunate, BnlTdfe periiflied 
uifder the C^oke of thie mod cowardly calumnia- 
tors ; while anarchy, in the perfon of Marat'ahd 
his accomplices, were held every '#h'cre-,-'ih ho- 
nour ; for all the lucrative procohfulats, accompa- 
nied by unlimited authority, were at their full and 
petfeft difpofal. , ' • 

The efteem of mankind becomes of very little 
value : -we rrfight be tempted'^even to tlirow it by 
as a thing of fmall worth, when we fee that a 
man virtuous as Briflbt did not enjtW it. He went 
to execution with a fercne bpj'w, and hiftory 
will remember that it vvas,|ic who dtpnounced the 
Auftrian Committee, and t^t He had the modefty 
to avow publicly that he had-'becn for fome time 
deceived. La Fayette had th« of deceiving 
a great many others. ’ < ., 

The j^dft of Briflbt on. the hoftilki.es of the 
K^||?^Sngland, and cf , the Stadholder pf the 
United Provinccs,,and on thcneceffity thb French 
Republic was irndfr of declaring againft thom, is 
an hiftorical mbhunienj to be cbnfultedv 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LII. 

EE PATRIOTE FRANCOIS. 

That periodical work, in which we may fee 
t iie public fpirit which animated the firft republi- 
cans, was compofed by Briflbt and Girey Du- 
pre, whofc talents and virtues could not fave 
them from Tallien, the Proconful of Bourdeaux, 
already the afiaffin of Biroteaux. He diftinguifli- 
ed and picked out this young and interefting vic- 
tim. Republican fouls, read what Girey Dupre 
wrote, and you.will find without any alloy your 
own noble and honeft fentiments. 

When Briflbt was in power, no perfon had to 
complain of the llighteft vexation. Calumny, fo 
hot in purfuit, and ever on the watch to poifon 
alraoft ever)’ atlion of his life, has been filent on 
this head. But amidft revolutionary tempefls, 
when all the impure elements of fociety were 
ftirred up, and Icgiflators were in communication 
Avith executioners, when murderers held a con- 
fiderable rank, more than one man (I will venture 
to fay) till then honeft, till then feeling, has not 
been able to preferve whole and entire that vir- 
tue which confifts in avoiding every excefs, and 
VOL. I. P in 
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prolerving hiinfcll-' from every contagion of fa- 
naticifm. Let it be rcmembcrccb that the word 
moderate was a term of reproach, and tliat it was 
a crime to flicw any marks of pity for the \*ic' 
tims. 7’lio Anarchirts had, like the Carttnehianr, 
their jargon. 

All Robefpicno’s enemies were not the ene- 
mies of tyranny. It was a maxim among them, 
that the Revolution could not be nnillicd but In 
blood, and the Revolution permitted lliem to en 
joy the exercife of abfolute power. The philofo- 
plier defired a revolution in morals, they wiflicd 
only for one in the government, that is to fay, 
till it was entirely in their own hands. One of 
the fatlion faid to me, “ Tell us, Philofopher, 
“ what could we have doner” — “ Precifely,” I 
anfwered, “ the contrary of what you' have 
done.” lie did not comprehend me. 

Virtue acts only from the harmony of all the 
faculties of the foul. The condufl of Brilfot was 
conftantly the fame ; the wife man, ffom his con- 
temj)lati\'e height, fees wha; a low feat thccurule 
chair is. Happy if he had known at the fame 
time that it requires much more time to refolvc 
a queftion than t6 propofe one. Briffot 'ivas too 
precipitate in what concerned the colonies and 
the Negroes ; for the principal obftacle to truth 
is the facility we have of being too well fatisfied 
with ourfelves. If the firft Hep towards good 
b© the knowledge of evil, Brilfot ought to have 

kno'vu 
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?<nown that his motion was premature. But futh 
vvas die dangerous inflammation of the public 
inind, tliat you could not touch a political quef- 
lion without pufliing it to its laft entrenchments, 
and there was the abyfs. What is neceflary to 
become an honefl: man ? To will it. BriiTot 
willed it, and was really (b. If a word wrongh' 
interpreted is fumetimes fufficicnl to caufe the 
.‘iiifery of a nation, as a falfe opinion has been 
iijund fuflicient to delblatc the world, Briflbt is 
not rcfponfible for the cruelties which have been 
the work of feifilh or bad paffions. J. J. Rouf- 
Icau has faid, that good lazvs were above human ca- 
/incitv, and that zve fnould be gods to give fuch to men. 

This is an erroneous fentinient ; it is, if I may 
ib exprefs myfelf, the morality of dtfpair. ^^'hen 
die leglilature is deceived, with refpeft either to 
time or })lace, but has honefl intentions, we fliould 
oily and not condemn it. 

'I’o have reeoiirfe to fieel iif the difeafes of 
■ lien or of fiates, marks neither a great phyfician 
nor a great politician, but difeovers, on the con- 
trary, a great ignorance in both. Briflbt was not 
one of thofe phyficians. He never abufed the U- 
Irortv of the prefs, bccaufe he never wiflied for 
any other than a rational liberty, and never over- 
fiopt its limits j but the fcoundrel and the mad- 
man, wlio knew nothing about limits, were cla- 
morous for liberfv without any reftraint. 

F-2 


It 
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It was from the Jacobins that the pages of 
our philbfophkal writings were ftolen, but it 
was after they had been totally perverted, totally 
criminalized, that the Revolution, pure; intact 
in its orlglrti became from thefe gfofs plagiaries’ a 
fury fuirounded ivith ferpents, armed with torches 
and poig^ds, the terror of furroynding nations, 
and foir a" long time to come, the horror of 
pofterity. 

Briflbt entered into this celebrated fociety, yet 
imftained with blood. He fpokc feveral times, 
but when he faw that they tranflated the axioms 
of wifdom into the idiom of folly, he withdrew, 
deferted the cavern, and from that day crime was 
reduced to a fyftem. 

Ah ! if thofe immortal men, whofe names ho- 
micides have dared to pronounce in their own fa- 
vour, had for a moment returned to life, they 
would have rolled down on their heads the ftone 
of their fepulchre, exclaiming. What generation 
is this in which we fnd a race of men whom 
we do not know, and whom we could not have 
forefecn !— Gods, we are fuffocated in this atmof- 
phere, give us back our tombs. 

And I their difciple I, wdio under the reign 
of kings, and in face of their ter mes, built the 
vtffel of a republic, but which’ did not fail in 
a fea of blood, and had not Septembrifers for 
pilots ; 1, who knew that it is to that cowardly 

fwarm 
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ed me. - But if indignation crit^es hkl^etlp 
unknown in hiftory, if the contempt which ‘we 
feel for that defpotifm of the mob which it was 
their intention to reftore, can infpire ability, f 
will paint them. I will defcribe thofe days in 
which anarchy paraded its vagabond ftandards, 
thofe days in which the philofopher was forced 
to repent what he had written ; in which his 
(ilcncc was a fubjeft. of condemnation, bccaufc 
he was then afraid to emit new truths ; thofe 
days which will never periflt in the memory 
of man, and which they w'ould willingly efface, 
as if hiftory was not here below the firft chaf- 
tifement which eternal jufticc inflifls on guilty 
man. 

I alfo abandoned this tribune, the rival of that 
of the Legiflative Body, where nothing was feen 
but elements the moft oppofite to the repub- 
lic, and moft deftruflive of its virtues, and where 
the daily trumpets of falfehood, of pride, of ex- 
aggeration, finilhed'by transforming into rebel 
maxims the precepts of the wife. 1 was unwil- 
ling to participate in the extravagance or perfidy 



214 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 

o£ thofe who encouraged ferocity and madnefs to 
take their full fwing, I was unwilling to favour 
the intoxication of thofe who were going to 
drink this empoifoned cup. The firfl: fymptoins 
made me fliudder: I few in them the total fub- 
verfion of civil ideas, and the inevitable deftrufiion 
of the republic. . The Energumenes, who, under 
the name of Theologian^, had diflionoured human 
reafon', were never capable of greater extrava- 
gances. 

" There is in the laws,’’ fays Sophocles, “ a 
” powerful divinity which triumphs over the deep 
“ malignity of man, and which never grows old.” 
Alas ! this divinity was aflcep: the French people 
were immoralized by twenty or thirty w'retchesj 
every found opinion was torn into tatters, and 
produced that corruption of morals. Philofophi- 
cal writings were neither read nor comprehended : 
one Hep farther, the contagion had enveloped the 
whole, and in a fliort time there wmuld have re- 
mained neither republicans nor men, and we 
fhould have become like the inhabitants of the hell 
of Milton, who roved afternatcly from icy waters 
to flames, and from flames to waters of ice. 

All writers who preceded us had confidered 
the Agrarian law as highly unjuft, infufliicient, 
calamitous, impofllble to be executed, felTentially 

feditious, ‘add abfufd under every point of view. 

♦ 

In thort, as the fureft means of implanting mifery 
dp earth, of overturning the vvhole, and bringing 

back 
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back confufion aikl chaos.-. ■'This, however, did 
not prevent Marat- ajid his ailbciates from efta- 
blifliing this doftrine, from publifliing it, and 
fiirding numerous partizans for nearly . two years. 

• The greateft misfortune in our Revolution is 
having invited, without previous preparation, the 
multitude to mingle therafelves in political mat- 
ters, and fufFered ftage mountebanks to perfuade 
them that they were wife enough to comprehend 
every thing. This is what has rebuilt the Tower 
of Babel amongft us, and what has made poli- 
ticks a war of words, in which the vileft, mod: 
monftrous, or moft perfidious fcribbler has figured 
with temporary advantage, and found hearers, 
political truths are lefs in the head of the man of 
genius than in the heart of the virtuous man, but 
thofe who have neither: genius nor virtue, write 
like the Jacobins. Their, proclamations, their 
journals, like the locufls of Egypt, have put the 
French nation in a ftatc of putrefaftion. Nothing 
could fave it from cadaverous peftilence, neither 
the writings of Briflbt, nor thofe of Condorcef j 
their opinions were repulfed, and thus the peo- 
ple, deluded by. bad writers, is, and always will 
be, the firft ftep on which the ambitious have, 
and ever will, place their, foot Ip raife thenafelvcs 
to the fummit. 

The art. of writing is the firft of all arts j its 
•influence is great, vaft, and durabki and this is 
the reafon why it ought to impofe bound%]g»i. 

itllf. 
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itfelf. The aneiept enjbkm of the chariot, which, 
badly driven^ let the world on fire, finds here its 
jjufl; application, 

TheRevolutionfor a long time prepared by the 
writings of the wife, had made its explofion t 
fools, ambitious men, and knaves, took poffeffion 
of, it. , Iratn^duttely they bad the impudence to 
aflert, “ We.fiavis done the whole." If we would 
believe them,. the pen of the Roufleaus and Ray- 
pals, the arms of the conquerors of the Baftillc — 
all belonged to them. 


CHAP. LIII. 

' . PHILOSOPHISM. 

The amalgama of. the doftrincs of Rouffcau, 
Voltaire, Helvetius,; Boulanger, Diderot, had 
formed a kipd of pafte (excufe me the expref- 
fion) which ^rational minds could not digeft, and 
' which to others became hurtful. The old princi- 
ples haying become ridiculous, were denied and 
abandoned. A fwarm of blockheads -did more, 
in order to outdo the efprits fortSt they fubftitut- 
ed the fyftem of atheifin and liccntibufnefs to phi- 
lofophical ideas. Philofophifm w'as indebted 
for its origin to books badly read, and worfe 
comprehended, fo difficult is it to lower certain 
2 truths 
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truths to the level of a generation which is not 
fitted to receive them. Contagious emanations 
iflued from thefe modern dofhines, Collot d^Her- 
beis, Billaud de Varennes, Lequinio,-Bab(euf, 
.Antonelle, thought themfelvcs philofophcrs; Ig- 
norance is the mother of barbarifm, but a half 
knowledge is ftill worfe, it makes a thoufand 
errors circulate in all the veins of the body poli- 
tic, in the name of humanity it has done all forts 
of evils to mankind. Theyoverturned every thing, 
they acled the theologian, and fancied their follies 
were political principles. 

Alas ! if the fliadcs of thefe great men, we 
again obferve, could rife from the tombs which 
cover them, and fee fuch interpreters, they would 
fay. Why have wc written to have Babouvifles 
for commentators? : 

I low have I been aftonilhed to hear Parifians 
jullify every w'anderingof the imagination by pre- 
tended paffages horribly disfigured ! This new 
fanaticifin, and which the fuccelTor of Baboeuf 
would willingly rekindle, dug the bed of that 
flreaniof blood which has run through the French 
Revolution, and this is what has made, me conli- 
der Voltaire and Hclvetius in quite a different 
point of view than that in which I had before be- 
lied them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

APATHY. 

Amidst thcfe great convulfions, amidft thcfe 
cries againft all forts of governors, amidft that ge- 
neral tone of raillery, I hear the found of the 
tambourin and the fiddle, . if we judge from the 
fixty daily, balls which put all Paris in meafured 
motion, if we judge by the twenty-two theatres, 
if we judge from that crowd of rejiaurateurs^ a 
great ^xtent of confumption fuppofes a great 
number of confuraers. When every thing comes 
and is fold, it is clear that every thing is bought 
and paid for; and what is more remarkable is, 
that it is the bayonet which has turned the fpit. 

“ He will go fat’, for he believes what he 
“ fays.” This obiervation is profound, llic 
Parifian has heyer had any faith in misfortune, in 
flavery,. in fubje£tion, he has confidered thefe 
bloody fpe£lacles as- real tempefts, has feen every 
aft of violence pafs off like the fraoke of a heca- 
tomb} it muft have been to ftrangers, if fuch 
there then were, a light at the fame time lingular 
and aftonilhing, that of feeing the contrail of our 

great 
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great interefts and our little paffions, our third for 
aiuufement and our perpetual murmurs. “ I do 
“ not meddle with family affairs,” faid a man, who 
Was told that his houfe was on fire. This was the 
language of every Ihopkeeper, when he was in- 
formed of the executions of the day or the mor^ 
row. 


CHAP. LV. 

PRESENCE OF MIND IN A YOUNG MAN. 

I KNEW him. On the terrible night of the 2d 
of September he expefted to be murdered. He 
liad already heard feveral plaintive cries. At 
cloven o’clock in the evening' the dogs barked 
very much, the hoarfe voice of the turnkey echoed 
through the prifon, filence took place, it was in 
the prifon ot the Chatelet. Vociferations were 
heard in the ftreet of Five la nation ! This cry 
excited the greateft joy among the prifoners, who 
took it into their heads that they were going to 
fend them to the frontiers, 'and they exclaimed 
wdth all their might. Five la nation ! Let ns go to 
the frontiers! 

A new filence took place; immediately the 
barking of the dogs redoubled ; the afl'affins open 

the 
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the wicket, and enter the court all bloody, with 
their fabres in their hands j the prifoncrs hear the 
bolts undraw j feven or eight phantoms make 
their appearance, covered with blood, as well as 
the fvvords with which they were armed ; with a 
hideous voice they order their vi£fims to go out. 
A turnkey walks about with a penfivc air, the 
young man throws himfelf at his feet, and alks 
his life ; the man, though naturally hard, could 
not help ftiedding tears. The prifoner was drag- 
ged down .between the two wickets, where on 
one fide he faw the cannibals, armed with fabres 
and pikes, all red, rage painted on their vifages, 
and waiting only the fignal to ftrike j on the other 
fide, a counter with empty wine bottles and 
bloody glaflfes. The commilTaries were Handing, 
and alking the prifoners their names, after wliich 
they made them pafs out through the wicket, 
where they were aflallinated, and their laft groans 
were always followed by repeated cries of Five la 
nation ! Their piercing thricks overwhelmed the 
mifcrable viftims who were w'aiting for their 
turn. Sometimes they were not even fuffered to 
explain themfelves, the horrible voice of the com- 
miffary pronounced thefe words, Tahe him away. 
My young man was about to be ftru jk, when he 
told the aflTaflins that he was there for debt, and 
if they took away his life, they would at the fame 
• time deprive him of the pleafure of paying his 


ere- 
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creditors ; all the murderers exclaimed,"// is jufi^ 
he ftiujl not be killed, and he was put on one fide 
with the fmall number of thofe who efcaped their 
fury. 

The young man told me, that they continued 
their murders till four in the morning j that he 
heard one of the chiefs of the affaflins accoft the 
gaol-keeper, and fay to him, (hewing his fabre, 
ilill reeking, “ Look ye, this has laid low more 
“ than an hundred, and if thou concealeft any 
‘‘ one, I am going to make away with thee r” 
The gaol-keeper anfwered him withcalmnefs, “ 1 
“ know that my life is in thy hands, but I have 
“ hid nobody.” My intcrefting young man went 
out amidft the acclamations of a crowd of fpec- 
tators, and he had fcarcely gone ten fteps before 
he perceived on the bridge three hundred corpfes 
more or lefs horribly mutilated. Of three hun- 
dred and fifty prifoners, fcarcely thirty efcaped, 
half cf whom were robbers. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

EIGHT TRESSES. 

By what inconceivable combination of events 
had a few men arrived to fuch a pitch of influ- 
ence, fo as not only to palfy but decimate even 
the National Convention, and attribute to them- 
fclves the formidable power of arrefting the 
members who compofed it, before the eyes, and 
with the confent of their colleagues ! What 
more inconceivable is, that no order of debate 
exilted in the Committee of Public Safety. Ii 
was one, two, or three of its members who dropt 
in, who commanded, ordered without the parti- 
cipation of the others, according as accident led 
them, all, however, yielding their tacit aflent, and 
.approving the decifions with a reciprocal confi- 
dence. It was probably owing to this prccifion in 
willing, to that defe£t of fyftematic plans, to thefe 
violent and hafty decifions, that the gfeateft opc-^ 
rations were performed with fo much velocity 
The principle which .put every thing in motion, 
was a perpetiKil' tendency to ftrong, vigorous, 
and terrible* meafures ; every man was difpofed 
to do every thing with paifion and violence ; the 
head of this new tyranny‘waS perpetually veiled j 

there 
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there were no amendments to thefe decrees of 
defpotifm, -.jpirbich every one exercifed in his 
turn. 

. Ideas of devallatioi^ were the ‘ leading ideas of 
.thefe impetuous rulers j and their elevation, to 
the pinnacle of fupreme power was, in our po- 
litical ftorms, what would, be the extraordinary 
apparition of unknown monfters, whom the agi- 
tated furges offer to. our fight in a tempeftuous 
fea. Many of thefe monfters, however, refem- 
bled the little dog in one of La Fontaine’s tales, 
from whofe ears and hair, when, fliaken, fell gold 
and all kinds of precious ftones. The alfaffin of 
the farmers general, the legillator Dupin, com- 
miffioned to infpecl the inyen tory, and the fale 
of their rich moveable property, made free with 
their jewels, diamonds, and plate. 

A favourite maxim which they had continu- 
ally in their mouths, was, that Paris was too 
great ; that it was with refpeft to the republic, 
by its population, what a violent flow of blood 
towards the heart was to a patient, and whom it 
was right to bleed; at Verfailles they had held 
the fame kind of language. 

All the homicide fentences. of antiquity were 
familiar to, them; and they were cpptinually fay- 
ing, “ What, is the prefent gen9sati9n before the 
“ immenfity of ages to come?” . 

. ... des loix et non du fang ; . . . .lyhis hemi- 
ftich was a knawing worm] jnferted iii the heart 

of 
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of the tyrant?, who found alfo in the 

fame tragedy, extremely connter-t^lationary . 
N'eJi-oHjamaii tyfasi} diadem f 

We will not fpeak of rae expre05ort igf Bar 
ttxiyStmp miduy w the Place of the^l^e^^^'. 
It was Awaf h«|d-tHp'f|yec,‘ 

A^eat &al ofal^ttr^ \^aa mingled with 
thefe atrOmtiesy the 26th‘ofFtoreal, ?ayan. Se- 
cretary General of the Commune, faid at the 
Coundli “ Thcre’is a ijew fc^ which has hceu 

t * / ♦ . 1 

“ juft formed RtJParis'i ^anxious to unite itfelf to 
“ coutttef'revoiution^' by all means poffiblc, 
animated with a bofy refpeft, vfith a tender 
" devotion for thofe who are gmllotined j its Ini* 
“ tiated fl&*afee the ffuatevows, hold the fame fen 
** tiramifs, and wear iJie feme hair ; toothlefs old 
“ women purehafe, at any price, that of thi' 
young fair-haired girls that are guillotined, 
** and wear on their beads thefe cheriflicd treiTcs. 

* This is a branch of commerce, and a kind oi 

* devotion qflite novel. But kt us not diftmh 
‘ thofe foft enjoyments, let us leave, let us k 

* fpeft even the light-haired wigs; ourariftocrat'> 
‘.will fcrve at Iqaft for foinetbh^; their halt 

* will- hide 'fte baW-iieads a few old. women. 
‘ and the locks of fevcmlo^cis'vvho were 
•* never Jai^ins Imt In their hair.” 

Who. hOt|Vl believe that fech a Tpeech had 
been m^? dt, was at this epocha that .began 
dbq reigtjf of light-haired wi||d, as if .tlic women 

had 
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Tjad wldied to brave by their reprifals this atro- 
cious irony. To all thefe hideous abfurdities, 
they had only thefe words to reply, We are in re- 
volntm, Wliat was then the magic, of this for- 
midable word, Revolntiom? The revolutionary 
government ought to have been only a fufpen- 
lion, wifely combined^ of certain rights of the 
people, \vhich.they could not exercife in difficult 
circumftances ; itr is public liberty in danger 
which alone neceffitates fuch an inftitution for 
the fafety of the countiy. But the government 
then was nothing but the refle£led organization 
of every vice, and every crime deftruflive of fo- 
cial happinefs. 


CHAR LVII. 

BATCHES. 

Such was the name given to the’ prifoners 
Drought before the Revolutionary Tribunal from 
all parts of ..the republic ; furprifed to find 
themfelves flowed into, .the fame cart, and for 
the fame affair, from; the- Eaftern Pyrennees to 
the banks of the Scheld, from the borders of the 
Rhine to thofe of the Gironde, all fent to the 
VO 1. 1, Q fcaffold. 
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fcafFold, all condemned without being tried, at 
leaft tried without being heard, feveral even with- 
out being indidted. 

When the prifon-confpiracies were invented, 
in order to put to . death a greater number at a 
time, the vidtims were called the Cardinals, be- 
caufe they had on a red fliirt in their Way to ex- 
ecution. The modeft but voluptuous form of 
Charlotte Corday was covered with this cloak, 
and it is in memory of this heroine that feveral ol 
her fex wore, and ftil! wear, red fliawls. 

II faut que la rigiieiir 

“ Trop iiecefTaire appuy liu tr6ne cl'uii vainqueiir, 
Frappe fans intervalle un coup fur ct rapide ; 

C'eft tin torrent qui pafle en fon coiirs homicide. 

Le terns ramcne I’ordre ct la tranqiiilliti. ; 

“ Le peiiple fe fa^onue ^ la docilile ; 

*'.De fes premiers malheurs I’image eft affoiblic, 

Bientot il les pardonne, et m^me il les oiiblie. 

“ Mais lorfqiic gouttc a goutte on fait coulcr Ic fang, 

Qif on ferme avec lenteur, et qu’on r’ouvre le flanc, 
Que les jours renaiftans ramcnent le carnage, 

Le dcfefpoir tient lieu de force et de courage, 

Et fait d’un peiiple foible un pcuple d^ennemis, 

‘‘ D’autant plus dangcreux quails ctoient plus foumis.’' 

' Voltaire, Orphtliii de la Chine. 


Thefe lines of Voltaire are not founded ; the 
feene was enfanguined at Arras, Maueilles, Cam- 
bray, Saumiff, Lyon, Nantes, Orange, Bourdeaux, 
not a vidtiip in any place, as far as 1 have beard, 
ever made any refiftance, all underwent the 
ftroke. of death with the fame fort of calranefs ; 

the 
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the infenfibility of the fpe£lators fecmed to have 
pafled into their own fouls. 

The executioners were not infulted. Never 
was there feen fuch a kind of harmony as be- 
tween the murdered and their murderers. The 
one feemed to fay. You (hall not deprive me of 
my courage ; and the others feemed to anfwer, 
Many more will pafs after you. 

As the poets reprefent the hideous head of the 
Gorgon palfying the arm with its looks, fo thefe 
dauntlefs human facrifices, thefe fwelling dreams 
of blood, the blood of -citizens, druck only on 
palllve minds. One would have thought it only 
a regular cut of wood in a fored, fo great, or at 
lead fo filent was the indifference which took 
place ; fo decidedly had the French nation con- 
demned itfelf to pafs through the lid of decem- 
viral horrors. Amar dined and fupped abroad in 
joyous fociety, and the founders of the republic, 
hurried to the fcaffbld for their zeal towards li- 
berty, were perhaps infulted by the mouth of 
that thonder. 

While the falling axe on the fquare of the 
Revolution, excited neither the courage nor the 
arm of a (ingle man, commilTaries entered 
houfes without ceremony, rumaged every corner 
of the apartments, forcing locks of wardrobes, 
breaking feals of letters, depofits, wills, .throwing 
themfelvcs on the lead feraps of paper, to find 
proofs of confpiracy in idle phrafes, dealing af- 
Q 2 (ignats. 
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fignats, golil, filver, jewels } and it was then that 
we taw that ptodigious number of evcdilors im- 
prifoned hy their debtors, of favoured lovers by 
their rejeded rivals, of the injured Inifband by 
the unpuniflied adulterer, of the able artift by bis 
jealous brotlier, of matters by their fervants, of 
the impartial judge by the condemned pleader, 
of the general officer by his envious fubalterns. 

Dupin, the valet. of AmaVi had in readinefs a 
new report on the adjoints of the Farmers Ge- 
neral, and he burnt with impatience to excrcife 
the benefit of making, the inventory of their cf- 
fefts in the name of the republic. 

In the inflde of houfes, the proprietor trembled 
at having engravings, piftures, ftatucs, books, or 
manuferipts, with arms or blazoning, and every 
the flighteft emblem of paft times ; and it was 
who fliould burn fafteft letters of friendlhip, love, 
relationfliip, and gratitude. A multitude of 
works more or Icfs. curious, have been facrificed 
to this univerfal fear. The words of Omar, with 
refpeft to the Alcoran, were not more terrible 
than thofe- of the Decemvirs, when they laid 
with a formal defign. Yes, we will hum every li- 
brary, for we JJiall xoant only the hijlc y of the Revo- 
lution and the Laws. Who could now difeover 
the Parifian, who ji^d made the 14th July, and 
the 10th of Auguft? 


CHAP 
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CHAP. LVIII. 

I 

ORLEANISTS. 

Synonimous with TVIontagiiards ; they always 
afFefted not to knaw each other. Marat loaded 
Philip Equality with infults ^ and he was always 
in accord with him. It was always the fame 
point of contadl, in the railing of the populace, 
and in fans-culottifm. Thcfe two cruel faflions, 
by facrificing alternately a few chiefs, formed in 
reality only one in their conftant oppolition to all 
order, and all rule ; and even as far as the re- 
public, of which they wiflied only for the word, 
every thing has been in their hands a means of 
trouble and difeord. 

You have feen the automaton which plays at 
drafts; a dexterous foot prelfes the invilible 
fprings underneath the floor. The foreign cabi- 
nets directed more than one motion ; for thefe 
motions could not be the work of chance. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIX. 

FURIES OF THE GUILLOTINE. 

The females of the men of the 2d and 3d of 
Scptemberj (See the article of Septembrifers,) 
were never out of the galleries in the time 
of the two bloody committees, they furrounded 
the fcaffolds j they brawled in the groups ; 
they tucked up their fleeves the 4th of Praireal 
to affaffinate the conventionalifts. It was the fa- 
cred battalion of Philip d’Orleans. 

As the Directors were paffing in their car- 
riages on the quay of the Louvre, to go to the 
National Inftitute, the furies of the guillotine 
poured out the moft infernal exclamations againft 
them and the conftitution of ninety-five, regret- 
ting openly Robefpierre and Dumas. A good 
kind of man, frighted at thofe vociferations, ftopt 
a patriot journalift, and forcing him to go back 
with him, fo as that he might be convinced by 
his own ears, faid to him afterwards, “ Well, 
“ don’t you tremble now ?” The journalift an- 
fwered, “ I am more afraid of a king than of this 
“ canaille.” 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. LX. 

THE FORTY SOUS. 

The cunning of wicked men is as fuperior to 
the ordinary fcnfe of mankind, as the cunning oF 
robbers with picklocks to the prudence of ava- 
rice. The pafljons exprefs thcrnfclvcs particu- 
larly by the found of the voice ; it is difficult to 
command an inflection of the throat. 1 liavv^ 
made this reflection on hearing the haranguers of 
the people ; they had hoarfe, hard, and brawling 
voices ; before I looked at them, 1 divined their 
phyfiognomy. It was a laughable fight to fee 
jherifls’ officers and bailiffs’ followers, transformed 
into orators ; but their fangiiinary logic fo tlio- 
roughly effaced the abfurdity of their aiding, that 
every one fliuddcred at their bfutal elocpieiice, 
for it was the harbinger of imprifonment and 
death. The wickednefs of man is not fo much 
in the deviations of his reafon, as in the deficiency 
of fentiment wffiich ought to ferve him as a guide. 
Where had thefe haranguers borrowed the confi- 
dence of fpeaking in public, fellow^s, who knew 
nothing, and wdio, from their phyiical confti- 
tution, were fufceptible of no lhame? Their 
countenance never reddened with apprehenfion, 

they 
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they had not the modefty of. the Roman orator. 
Each time they mounted the tribune, they voci- 
ferated like men who, having rejefted the ine- 
quality of conditions,' had admitted the equality 
of talents. Every diftrift had then its haranguers, 
who were paid forty fous as well as the auditors. 
This was the maftcr-ftfoke of demagogy : Dan- 
ton was the inventor of it ; and he was very fen- 
fible, that in taking the workman from his work- 
lliop or warehoufe, he immediately augmented 
the price of labour, and expofed the cafy clafs 
either to be filent, and pay, or have their throats 
cut. This invention, treated as llrange and ridi- 
culous, was the refult of refle£tion deeply malig- 
nant and perverfe ; it would have deranged all 
order and all police, but happily old habits kept 
the afcendcncy. 


CHAP. LJCI. 

FEDERALISM. 

The word federalifm was invented by the 
Decemvirs, in order to proferibe with greater 
fuccefs, and alTaflinate the rcprefentatives.of the 
people, who had denounced to all France the 
horrible day of the 31ft May, the epocha of pro- 

confular 
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confular impudence and fury. The lefs we -com- 
prehended the word federalift, the greater ufe 
tlie di8atorial tyrants made of. it againft thofe 
whom they wiftied to deftroy. They never could 
difcover the remoteft yeftige of this imaginary fe- 
deralifm, while their own numerous fanguinary 
crimes were unhappily too clear and manifeft. 


CHAP. Lxir: 

FRATERNAL REPASTS. 

Every pcrfon, under pain of being fufpefled, 
under pain of being declared an enemy of equa- 
lity, placed his table in the ftreet to eat in a fa- 
mily-way by the fide perhaps of the perfon whom 
he detefted or defpifed. The rich man diminldicd 
the fplendor of his table as much as he could ; 
and the poor ruined himfelf, in order to conceal 
Ills mifery ; and whilft he had confumed through 
pride all thp produce of his week’s labour, his 
decent repafl made him bliifli by the fide of his 
neighbour, who, in his turn, thought he had be- 
come fufficiently fans-culottifid. Envy on one fide, 

. orgies on the other, changed thefe pretended fra- 
ternal fuppers into bacchanalia j the difeontent 
was genera], and thofe who had commanded the 

citizens 
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citizens to fraternize, denounced all the coward ; 
who had obeved them as asrents of Pitt and Co- 
bourg. 


CHAP. l.XII[. 

OF THE CLERGY. 

London broke with Rome, and made its own 
pope ; and the king head of the Englifli church, 
in fuccceding the fucceflbrs of St. Peter within 
his own dominions, proved that the pontifical 
chair, though it were not filled by Roiuan popes, 
was not vacant. It was uniting in the fame 
hand, the feeptre and the incenfe pot. 

Frederic in Pruflia, invited, welcomed, and en- 
tertained all fe£Is, and they all lived togcti)cr in 
perfect uuderftanding. Roman Catholic niiniitcrs, 
Lutherans, Calvinifts, fupped together, and in- 
vited even the Rabbin, if he was clean drefled 
and well informed; The temples of every kind 
of worlliip were built on the fame plan, and they 
never talked about controverfy but in their pulpits 
and in fermons. 

The Republic of the United States Afforded 
the double example of admitting ail kinds of 
worfliip, and of exafting that every citizen 

fliould 
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(hould follow one according to his choice. We 
have imitated America but in part j letting every 
one follow what he likes. We have rejc£ted all 
civil cftablifliments of religion ; but in avoiding 
one abyfs, we have fallen into another. I wilh 
very much that I may be deceived on this head. 
When in the Conftituent Affembly, the word 
Civil Confiitution of the Clergy was pronounced, de- 
creeing at the fame time the liberty of worfliip, 
the clergy fmiled, and faid nothing, they were 
fenfible what they had gained ; and without the 
double miftake which w’as afterwards committed, 
the firft cxa£iing from them a perfonal and cle- 
rical oath, the other their refufing it, we fliould 
perhaps have had at this time a clergy very ci- 
villy, very inconftitutionally, and very impolitically 
conftituted. 

• But the fear we had of Catholicifm, the recol- 
leftion of the evils it had done us, the idea of its. 
intolerance, the maddening fury of its priefts, fc- 
cret mafles, where they caballed againfl; the re- 
publican government, every motive determined 
this government to decide that all kinds of wor- 
Ihip fliould be free, which is to fay, in other 
words, we will have no w'orfhip at all. 


CHAP. 
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CMAP. LXIV. 

CONCILIABULES. 

The Parifians have wiflied to imitate the En- 
glifli, who meet in taverns, and difcufs the moft 
important affairs of the ftate ; but that did not 
take, bccaufe every one wiflied to prefide at thcfe 
meetings. There was an inconceivable incohe- 
rence no union, no fyftem chara£terifed their 
operations. A fliort-fighted politician, ifluing 
from his ftiop, or from his contentious office, 
dreamt one thing to-day, another to-morrow j no 
wonder therefore at the inconfiftcncies and ab- 
furdities which emanated from fuch aflcmblics. . 

Paris feandalized at the depredations and de- 
pravity of its kings, ar the prodigalities and in- 
ceftuous conduft of Lewis the XVth, imagined 
that the pureft fyftem of morals was to take place 
without any obftacle. The bonnet-rouge was the 
lignal of thofe new virtues. What a wide and 
fatal miftake ! this token belonged at firft exclu- 
fivcly to the loweft: claffes of the Parifians, and 
from thence fpread itfelf into. the cities of the 
fccond and third order j and if the republican 
bayonet had not effaced the fcandal of the bonnet- 
rouge^ France wouldihave paffed down to pofte- 

rity 
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rity as containing nothing but a pack of cowards, 
liut in thofe days of fhame and wickedncfs, in 
which every one that poflelTed any virtue was 
fcnt to the fcaffold, or lay plunged in dungeons, 
our great generals and brave foldiers redeemed 
from flavery the foil of France, which was about 
to become a delert. 

But did not the Committee of Public Safety 
make Europe tremble ? could one have expefled 
fuch cffeflsfrom men who compofed it the greater 
part of the time ? No ; but it was not they 
who a£ted, they did great things without know- 
ing it, and, if I may ufe the expreflion, in fpitc 
of thcmfelves. It was anarchy which, happily 
for, France, formed a fyftem of reparation at the 
fame time that it dealt on every lide its blows for 
deftruflion. All the deftroyers at this horrible 
period imagined that they were working for 
thcmfelves alone, while they were labouring for 
the falvation of France, puflied on by an irrclif- 
tible force, they did wonders with meannefs of 
talents, becaufe the mob, in all their tumultuous 
movements, did not perceive they were but in- 
ftruments. The two bloody Committees were in 
abfolutc need of a great number oi.faifeurs ; the 
labour of thefc men was necelTarily proportioned 
to the immenfity of the different objefls, and be- 
fides, they had to earn their money. This aflb- 
ciation with- the government, horrible as it was, 
eonflitutccl its great force, end by ferving it as 

executioners. 
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executioncrsj they were ufefu] aJfo to the J)Ja- 
chine, for we beheld marching on the fame line, 
an army of cowardly jail-keepers, and an army of 
brave foldiers. 

This is a kind of myftery which hiftory, at 
fome future day, will fcarcel/ be able to unra- 
vel : Paris prefentcd a multitude of loofe difor- 
deriy fellows, a battalion of cut-throats j all that 
was cruel, vile, and abominable, but it was force, 
and it is force, which puflies men on, and which 
forms by degrees an irrefiftible vortex which en- 
veloped and drew in every thing. Men, efiates, 
property, all was fwept away by this terrible 
hurricane, which fliook the whole foil of France, 
but which, when placed in front of the enemy, 
became a tornado which drowns or burns every 
thing that it meets Happy he, who could ftielter 
himfelf from the ftorm, and who w^as not driven 
from rock to rock by this foaming flood ! The 
Chaumettes and Heberts were to open lectures ol 
atheifm at Paris, and he who was not an atheifl 
would have been indifted for having calumniated 
the people and the Revolution. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXV. 

LET HIM BE A WOLF. 

This was the terrible cry of death to the Nor- 
man and Salic Legiflators ; JVargus efio. Let him 
he a wolf, and that wherever he was feized, he 
ihould be killed. This cry was renewed on the 
formation of the Revolutionary Government. 
Condorcct, Vergniaud, Gaudet, and feveral other 
republicans, were hunted with the cry of Wolf! 
IVolf ! and the Parifians joined in the ftiout, O 
yes, they are wolves, and they all fell the vi£lims 
of this terror. Friends became ftrangers to each 
other, and all who, like Briffot and Gorfas, had 
thrown their ideas periodically on paper, in order 
to point out the means of introducing and efta- 
blilhing liberty and juftice amongft us, were in- 
cluded under a general anathema, which had its 
fource in a royalift fpirit-at Paris, and which is a 
conftant inmate in the dirty offices of notaries, 
old procureurs, and whatever compofes the law 
tribe, habitually cowards, and whofe fpirit was 
never any other than that of chicane. 

The people w'ere told, that they would never 
be free till every thing was dellroyed ; and the 

burgher faw with pleafure the deftru£tion of the 
z noble. 
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noble, becaufe he counted on putting himfelf in 
his place. The poor Parifians, without knowing 
it, leagued thcmfelves with the foreign enemy, 
from not being able to difeover the plots of the 
royalifts within. They miftook fedition for po- 
licy, and death' for juftice. 

Famine and ufury had taken poffeflion of Pa- 
ris, and the city was on the point of being over- 
turned j the Conftituent Affembly eommitted the 
horrible miftake of authorizing ftock-jobbing, and 
annulling the laws againfl; ufury. 

Club was formed againfl club, this monfirous 
•offspring of difeord and fury, known amongll the 
antients under the name of Jodalitia and fj nocls, 
but fo feverely defended by the wifdom of the 
Roman laws, and which Thucydides has wifely 
obferved, were the focuffes of fedition. 

The focial fyftem was fliaken to its very bafe ; 
and it is a miracle that Paris has not witneffed its 
utter ruin ; nothing was read for a long time but 
writers hired to corrupt the mind of the public, 
to perplex and palfy all the fprings of the body 
politic, to lead this light and ignorant people 
aflray, on whom the blows which faction aimed 
at the ftate have always ultimately fa’.en. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVI. 

CA IRA. 

This fong, which is not a model of poetry, 
but which has afforded a ftriking example of the 
power of mufic, prefided over the labours of the 
Champ de Mars, and excited general tranfport in 
every theatre. 

No blood had been fhed at this period ; the 
love of the Revolution was then unallayed, the 
energy it had excited was pure, no idea of mur- 
der had defiled it, and ga ira was the univerfal 
chorus. Libertinifm had vainly attempted to 
profane this expreffion, this pleafantry, though of 
ordinary tafte, was too juftly appreciated, not to 
remain fixed to its true fenfe ; Ca ira, liberty will 
be ejiabiyhed •, and in /pile of tyrants, all will go well. 

* The word ira was alfo refpe^table from its origin ; we 
borrowed it from the celebrated Franklin ; it was his favourite 
exprelfion during the heat of the American revolution. 


VOL. t. 
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CHAP. LXVII. 

THE FORTUNE-TELLER. 

Of what ufe are books, academies, inftitutes, 
the labours of philofophy, all thofc floods of light 
which have embelliflied and which ftill embcllifli 
our own times ? Thefe rays have not penetrated 
the mafs of the people, they are always the fame, 
the fame fuperftition befets them, nor have they 
loft a Angle point of their old errors. 

What was called good company were the 
dupes of Caglioftro and Mefmer, two impudent 
quacks, who infulted the flrft rudiments* of found 
phyfics ; notwithftanding which, they did not the 
lefs pocket the money of good company, while 
the good company werc'.laughing at thofc who in 
the ftreets purchafed for two fous the little pack- 
ets of thofe who fold orvidtan. The Canadian fa- 
vages confult conjurors and witches, and believe 
in the prediftions of their junglers. The people 
of Paris are fcarcely more advance J : like the fa- 
vages, they have their junglers, whom they alfo 
confult, and whofe oracles they revere, of which 
1 am convinced from my own knowledge. 

In the Rue d’Anjou, near the ftreet formerly 
eajled Dauphine, No. 1773, in the Arft floor, lives 

one 
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one of our nioft celebrated fortune-tellers. He 
is called Martin, and affedts the Italian accent. 
There this new Trophonius delivers his oracles; 
there, in fljort, he has fixed his lybillite cavern. 

The entrance is by a little court, which, as well 
as the ftair-cafe, is filled with perfons of both 
fexes and all ages, who have the air of fouls in 
torment, and who form a queue to wait their turn 
for the decifion of the fortune-teller. 

There I have feen feathered ladies, well dref- 
fed young men, with a ferious air. I have con* 
fidered with aftonithment their countenances 
ftreaked with figns of fear and hope, and for a 
moment thought myfelf on the threfliold of purga- 
tory. 

In my turn I reached, but not without fome 
difficulty, the feat of the oracle. I had figured to 
myfelf a man of lofty ftature and white beard, 
eyes inflamed, a prophetic tone, fuch as Cagliof- 
tro aflTumed, and fuch as he had taken with me 
at Strafbourg when I laughed in his faee from the 
grotefque appearance he made in his pompous 
geftures* ; but Martin, the oracle; is a man with- 
out legs, with crutches by his fide, and who, on 
the leaft movement, feizes them with an incredi- 
ble alacrity, and draws after him his two cafed- 
up thighs into his narrow and dirty apartment. 


* He was then in the fuite of Cardinal Necklace^ whofc adven- 
ture, by rendering the Court of France ridiculous, broke the fpell 
of the French people, 

R 2 
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He had a pack of cards in his hands, a great geo^ 
graphical chart covered his table. He has a gay, 
firm, and ftedfaft air: he fultaius your look with 
the moft complete aflurance. Two kinds of 
clerks go out and in continually to announce the 
company. No one fmiles in this fanfluary, and 
even I had loft the defire in contemplating fo 
many figures half thunderftruck, and who did not 
feem difpofed to jeft on the oracles which they 
had juft received. They were feated in a large 
and old elbow chair. lie interrogates them in 
whifpers, and mutters to every one his fentencc. 
He places his finger on the geographical chart, 
and this appeared to me to be the inftant of the 
moft folemn revelations. 

Joy fparkles in his eyes at feeing fo great a 
crowd of votaries. He cuts and fliuffles his cards 
continually, infomuch that they are become quite 
greafy. He feems attentively fixed on his cards, 
waits for your firft word, and tlien cafts his eyes 
towards the floor. Meanwliile money fliowers 
on his table. I am certain, from the informa- 
tion I have received, that he does not make lefs 
than fix or feven louis a-day, for the pooroft 
becomes prodigal’ when he withes to penetrate 
the darknefs of deftiny. When Maidn isofl’ered 
only twelve fous, he throws away the piece with 
contempt, and exclaims, with an air of dignity, 
Go, confuU the fortune-tellers of the Pont-Neuf and 
the Rap/iee. The enquirer bluflics, and prefents 

a larger 



NEW PICTURE OF PARJS. 245 

tt larger piece. No, never did any departed 
Trench academician of Paris fet himfelf at a greater 
diftance from a country academician. Though 
he gains a great deal of money, his den has al- 
ways the air of a garret. He knows that he 
llioiild be no longer confulted if he lived in a neat 
and well furnillied apartment.. He has very pro- 
perly gucfled, that the people never give faith to 
a prophetic fpirit, unlcfs it be in a place which 
has an air of fomething like diforder. He often 
raifes his voice, and when his terrible decrees are 
pronounced, he makes a fign, and the votary 
withdraws. 

There no one laughs at his neighbour ; with 
uncovered brow and timid air each one advances 
towards the myfterious table. They come away 
meditating on the words which have been prop 
noLinccd, and never affeft an entire difbelief. 
Whoever is inclined to laugh or fmile, endeavours 
to conceal the propenfity. I was placed at length 
in front of the leglefs prophet. I did not confult 
the oracle on fortune or part events, but he fpoke 
to me, after I had faid a few words to him, of 
his great celebrity, and of his numerous and daily 
vifits which, for a long time, had been uninter- 
rupted. He was obliged to work at fnch a defiiny 
for two or three days, while two minutes were 
fufficient for fuch another. He poflefl'ed this pro- 
phetic fecret from his father, to whom it had 
been bequeathed, and fucceffively from time im- 


mcmo- 
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memorial. For what objefts are you moft com- 
monly confulted ? “ For robberies,” he anfvver- 

ed, “ for marriages, for goods loft, for affairs of 
“gallantry; but there is only inyfelf for robhe- 
“ ries,” he rejoined, with a commanding kind of 
voice. “ The police itfelf confults me, and I am 
“ always the firft to indicate the place where the 
“ robber has fled.” 

At thefe extraordinary words I remained dumb! 
“ The police confults you?” — “ Yes,” replied he, 
with an affirmative tone, “ for there is only me for 
“ robberies;” and Italianizing his accent, he enter- 
ed into details which prolonged our converfation. 
The affurancc of his phyfiognomy did not vary, 
and he had the tone and language of a foldier, 
who recounts his prowefs. But what moft ftruck 
my obferving eye was, that no one feemed alham- 
4id of having come to this place to enquire his 
fate. 

A train of refle£tions took poffeffon of my 
mind. “ Is this anxiety,” thought I, “ founded 
“ on fome happy chances, on fome ambiguities 
“ adroitly prefented, and received with eagernefs 
“ by the well-wiftiing auditor ? Or, is it not rather 
“ due to the fearful imagination of man ?” 

Martin did not explain himfelf on the primary 
caufes which brought him fuch a concourfe of 
people, for he could not fpeak to you on the 
leaft queftion in metaphyfics or morals j but he 
feems to be in the firm pcrfuafion that material 

figns 
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ligns announce and precede the events of our life, 
and regards the forms which he employs as ma- 
thematical truths. This prophet is an ignoramus 
of "the firft order, endowed with a moft tranquil 
flock of impudence. You can found him on 
nothing : nature has formed him with a confli- 
tution for quackery in the highefl degree. It is 
not an amufement with him, not even a profef- 
fion ; quacking is innate with him, and we are 
lefs aftoniflied at his fuccefs when we have well 
read on his face the real or affefted imperturbabi- 
lity of his mind. 

He has a fon very young, towards whom he 
ufes great feverity ; and the tone which he em- 
ploys (hews, that from whatever country he 
comes, he is a ftranger to every kind of educa- 
tion. Neverthelefs, he is not deficient in polite- 
nefs; he makes diftinftions, and with fuch ad- 
drefs, that he takes with each the language which 
he ought to hold, — Is he not a true quack ! 

His houfe is not empty a fingle day in the 
week. On Sundays alone he never receives any 
one. Sunday is his day of recreation : on Sunday 
he gets into a good carriage, forbids any one 
to follow him, and returns home very late. 
One would fuppofe that he went to air his pro- 
phetic fpirit in the country, fee his friends, and 
perhaps laugh with them at Parifian credulity. 
I am neverthelefs inclined to believe that he is 
himfelf the dupe to a certain point of the forcery 

he 



248 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 

he deals in. It was thus that Boffuet really be- 
lieved a part of certain dogmas and myfteries, 
becaufe he had a good bilhoprick, but he allowed 
himfelf not to believe the whole — the reafon is, 
that one has always a little faith for fortune. 
Martin is acquainted neither with the fates of 
Dodona nor thofe of Prenefte, neither with the 
fortes Firgiliana, nor thofe of Homer, nor the mo- 
dern lots of the faints, w’hen the firft words that 
are heard chanted on entering a church are taken 
for a divine annunciation, a heavenly prophecy. 
He erabarraffes himfelf very little to know if 
the Egyptian man, the Egyptian woman, the Bo- 
hemian man, and the Bohemian woman, have 
read or ftill reads fortunes in his mode. He 
calls hirftfelf the unique, as a fprig of literature 
thinks himfelf the firft man in the world the day 
that his ranting tragedy is firft brought on the 
ftage. 

The difaftrous time we have pafled through, 
and the ftorms of the revolutions may probably 
have driven this crowd to Martin j but it appears 
that he is very fparing in finifter predictions, 
which is probably a matter of calculation with 
him, becaufe people pay lefs willingly for bad 
fortune than for good, or perhaps the difappoint- 
ed enquirer might take it into his head to revenge 
the feverUy of the oracle on the perfon of the pro- 
phet. 


Who 
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Wha would have told ten years lince to more 
than fix thoufand men, that they fliould be be- 
headed on the I'cafFold ! They would have re- 
plied, “ Oh ! we arc not noble enough for that.” 
A grand feigieur alone would have fmiled from 
vanity. 

I fliould be curious to know if Guillotin, in his 
youth, ever confultcd a fortune-teller or any divi- 
ner ; and, in fliort, if he has had any idea of his 
new and terrible immortality. Suppofe a necro- 
mancer had faid to him thofe words : “ Thou 

Jhalt be a phyjtciatiy and thy name feminized fliaU 
“ cure of the evils of life a portion of mankind," 
What would Guillotin have thought of fuch am- 
phibological words. 

Martin never prefents fcafFolds in perfpeftive. 
Are they then for ever levelled? May Martin 
not be deceived? and yet we know what would 
make thefe fcafiblds fprout up again amongft 
us. We only want a defeent fomewhat more 
rapid to the vileft, mod wretched, and moft 
fliameful of human fuperftitions, defpotifm. You 
underftand me, but Martin is acquainted neither 
with the hiftory of England, nor the Revolutions 
of Rome; but fliuffling and turning his jeu de 
tarots in his hands, he enters into no political rea- 
foning. 

Struck with all that 1 had feen, and fcarcely 
able to recover from my furprize, i faid to myfelf. 

How 


4 
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How is it poffible for mankind to be fo credu- 
lous, becaufe he is prodigioufly feeling, and there- 
fore naturally fuperftitious, becaufe the leaft part 
of his exiftcnce is the prefent. 

But admitting, fince to reafon well we muft 
make the round of the circle; admitting that 
there is fomething real in this kind of divination ; 
if, in fhort, there cxifts certain unknown rules to 
perceive the future, as we have methods to fix 
the paft ; if we had near us a hidden thermo- 
meter to difeover the moft fecret aftions, ought 
we not then to burn all our volumes, (hut up our 
academies, and laugh at the crowd of writers ? 
Martin’s cards would be the divinatory book, the 
book par excellence ; for it is from want of fbrcT 
knowledge that we commit fo many errors and fo 
many miilakes. 

The quack fometiraes performs a cure, and 
to the great aiionilhinent of the phyiician. The. 
men of genius whom I have met with in the 
courfe of nsy life were not thofe who have ap- 
jteared in print. The mechanician fhrugs up his 
(boulders when you fpeak to him of the geome- 
trician. Vaucanfbn faid, “ I will make you a 

geometrician with the end of my walking-ftick.” 
The (hepherd reads in the Iky the different 
changes of the. feafons, without having recourfc 
to the leffons of Lalande. The fpiders, it is a 
faft, led us to take Holland. Every thing is 
myfiery and darkuefs ; and if, as I believe, there 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


251 


is nothing but quackery in fortune-reading, Mar- 
tin at lead knows, and even perceive^ more than 
all the philofophers together, that folly is and 
ever will be the attribute of the multitude, fince 
the enquring crowd refort without ccafing to the 
leglefs man, whilft no perfon confults either Mon- 
tefquieu or RoulTeau. 

As all the morality of the Parifians is contained 
in Chaulieu and Bareme, they are profoundly 
immerfcd in nothing but their pleafure and ftock- 
jobbing, which they decorate with the name of 
commerce. The Jevvitli fpirit is called the fpirit 
of bufincfs. Affefted by the flighted loflTes, their 
mercenary calculations are fixed on the lowed 
mercantile operations ; and as robbery and theft 
are what is mod common among them, it is alfo 
what they are mod in fear of. This is the rea- 
fon why they repair continually to Martin, who, 
on his fide, has very well judged that he ought 
to hold himfolf out as the mod expert of conju- 
rors in cafe of robbery. He will not change his 
habitation, fince it is at Paris that he ought to 
fliuffle his cards, on account of the numberlefs 
thefts that are committed, and for nearly the fame 
reafon as an oculid gave me. “ I am going to 
leave Paris,” faid he, “ bccaufe difeafes of the 
“ eyes are rnuch more frequent in the cantons 
bordering on the fea, on account of the wind 
“ blads. I am going, therefore, to fettle iu one 
of thofe quarters.” 


If 
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If we recolleft that . our Martin is without 
legs, that h^ is in polTcflion of the bull of Afino- 
deus, we lhall be Icfs aftonillied at the reputation 
he enjo}'S. Conjurers, Sybils, and Pythonifts, have 
been always reprefented under llrange figures. 
We love to unite an extraordinary thing to an ex- 
traordinary being. A handfoine conjurer would 
never make a fortune. The lame devil will do 
well in any country. I recollect that there were 
at the doors of Notre-Dame two offerers of the 
holy water : one was horribly hunhp-baeked, and 
the other without legs. The eye of the believer 
hefitated on entering ; eighteen out of twenty 
perfons extended their arms towards the brulh of 
the little half-formed man, fcated the whole of 
him in his wooden porringer he enjoyed a mark- 
ed preference for thirty years. 

* The w*omcn particularly, more tender, or more ciiriou-^ 
and who have no idea of a man without lege, were the moft 
r;d in the dilfnbwtion of their alms. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVfll. 

CITIZEN. 

The late king’s brother was called Monfieur* 
and we were all of us therefore plagiarifts, or 
ufurpers. Great occafions to ftrike at terms in 
daily ufe are rare. Every one called himfelf Mon- 
fieur, and in this imaginary equality the poor and 
indigent confoled themfelves, when they heard 
that the rich was called by the fame name as 
themfelves. 

There was but a ftep to make from Monfieur 
to Monfeigneur, and its dependencies ; and be- 
hold all at once what a reverfe ! what a frightful 
chaos ! The word Monfieur is fled with all the 
protocole of moft humbles^ of ejleem, perfeEl ejleem, 
obedient fervants, mojl obedients, profound refjieBs^ 
very profound, the mof profound, reaching the bot- 
tom of the page ; and, O facrilege ! the word ci- 
tizen has taken their place. 

Et il dans runivers un mortel aflez vain, 

Qu*il pretend cgaler un Citoyen Remain ? 

CORNEII.I.E. 


But many people have avoided, and ftill avoid, 
making ufe of this (hort and Ample expreflion. 

Citizen. 
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Citizen. They alledge, that it has been given 
us in a baptifni of blood. We may reply, that 
at the fame time the wearied axe was called the 
fword of juftice, the iron of the laws : fliall we, 
therefore, erafe from our vocabulary the words 
law and juftice ? 

This is the word which is moft grating to the 
ear of ariftocracy j but in fpite of all its efforts, 
its lamentations, and its farcafms, this is become 
the furname of French liberty, and will only pe- 
rifti with it. Why ? Becaufe every thing has 
been done to annul it. 

■Madame la Marquife, Madame rEchevine, Ma- 
dame la Prevote des Marchands, Madame la Notai- 
rejfe, have an attack of the nerves when they are 
addreffcd by the name of Citoyenne inftead of 
Lady ; but we muft run that rifk, lince we may 
prediQ: that the ufe of the word Monfieur, fub- 
llituted at prefent for that of citoyen, would be 
fufficient to overturn the republic ; the force of a 
little exertion is incalculable, when it is habitu- 
ally and daily repeated. 

The legiflator has found the means ofchaftifing 
felf-love, and on this point I find that it has gain- 
ed great advantages. In vain do the Englifh af- 
. fe£t, when they pronounce our nanv s, to Join the 
title of Monfieur with them. We will have this 
title no longer, we will ufe our war-name, which 
proved that we had no longer a king. The title 
of French Citizen will make all the < potentates 
turn pale, and this is what we require. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXIX. 

TO COUNTER-REVOLUTIONIZE. 

At the time when the Monarchills fpread the 
report that the Auftrian troops were threatening 
our frontiers with an invafion, a wag faid, that the 
courtizannes, or ladies of the court (which is the 
fame thing), waited with impatience for the Tal- 
paches and the German Pandours, in order to 
throw themfcives into their arms, and counter- 
revolutionizc at their eafe. 

We may well imagine, that this word has not 
always the fenfe which the ladies of the court at- 
tach to it, in the ardour of their ariftocratiefm. 
It lignifies in the dictionary of the Anti-Patriots, 
forming the projeCl, and trying the means of anni- 
hilating the Revolution, which has annihilated 
them. 


CHAP. 
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BELL. 

It is the inftrument with which the Prefident 
of an affembly calls the members to order, when 
his geftures and his cries are not fufficient to 
command filence. The bell does not always fuc- 
ceed in reftoring that tranquillity which ought to 
reign amongft men charged with the execution 
of the mod: important and mod augud of ail func- 
tions, that of making laws for the glory and hap- 
pinefs of a whole nation. 

This epigram was made againd the deputies 
of a department fruitful in mules. 

Quand Foucaiit Chabron Rochebrune, 

Sont une fois a la tribune ; 

Rien ne peut les en rappeller. 

£n vain la fonnette les prefle; 

Le trio s’abftine a beugler. 

CesMeffieurs-1^ fontd’uni nfpi'i 
Que la fonnette fait alter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXrJ 
« 

KATIOMAL FLAG. 

There is no one now in Prance, who does 
not know*what that is. I with for the good of 
mankind that all nations may likewife become ac* 
quainted with it, as we have been. 

The greater part of our colours have fome 
device. Here are feme of them ; On that of t'be 
diftrift of the Capuchins Of Paris are thefe words. 
We will be flueued by m one. An infcription lefs 
waggifli, but more civic, is that written on the 
colours of angther dtftri£l, Noothernobilitythmiihat 
of the heart, 


CHAP. .LXXII^v 

NATIONAL COCKkiyS. 

CiTizp^s 1 it's de^ition is in your hat. The 
day that Antoinetta of Auftria faw the king re- 
turn from Paris to Verfaill«», with the nelional 
cockade in his hat, (he faid, / did nei iMaghu I 
had married a roturier. 
vod. I. 


S 


“Our 
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“ Our anceftors,” fays one of our writers, 
“ would never have guelTed that mtmtal cockade 
would ever have become the title of a journal.” 
But how many things are there that our ancef- 
tors never would havo gueifed at. 

7 he national cockade will make the tow of the world. 
Thefe words are become proverbial, and the 
prophecy advances with large ftrides. 


CHA?. LXXUI. 

IMPARTIALISTS. 

This was the name given at tlie beginning 
of the Revolution to thofe men who, having no 
ideas of their own, did not -venture to adopt 
thofe of others, for fear of committing themfelves, 
and who finilhed by being the laughing-ftock of 
every party. 

Some perfons were embarraflied, or affe£led to 
be fo (in 1780) to know how much fix and fix 
m^e. They addfelTed themfelves to a deputy 
of the (^e Gajuhet who anTwercii^ ^ix and 
SIX MAKE TWELVE. 

" He whd hears but one lide hears nothing,” 
axclakned a thinker ** Let us hear a Deputy of 
* the Clrtf/ Drml'* The queiUpn was propofed 

to 
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to this honourable Member, who, after having 
maturely refie£led, anfwered, “ Six and fix make 
fourteen'' 

New embarraffments. A Mdmber of the mid- 
dle of the Affembly is confulted. 

“ tlow manyf he Rlks, ** did the left fide tell 
*• you “ Twelve'' — And how many the right?" 

' — Fourteen."- — ** In this cafe fix and fix make thh- 
“ teen. You fee that / am impartial." 


CHAP. LXXIV. 

SEKSIELERIE. 

Some time before the Revolution, the people 
of bon ton had adopted a certain fentimental pkilofo- 
phy, which was the art of eRculing therhfetves 
from being virtuous. This philofophy had its 
jargon, its fenfibility, its acceht, its gellures even 
aflimulated paflion, tender cftodulatiohs, adTeftion- 
ate expreflions, which cbmpoTed^ the exterior of 
perfons of good company at the redital an ini-' 
moral aftion, or the misfortiuie^ of virtue, have 
affixed to this feigned and barren fenfibility the 
name of fenfiblerie. 


S2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXV- 


ENGRAVING. 


•If engineers had been ordered to take the Baf- 
tille, they would have traced lines, they would 
have attacked according to the preferibed rules, 
and the royal caftle would yet be (landing. The 
P^ifians took it into their heads that the moment 
was come for taking poffelTion of the Baftillc, and 
they took pofTetlionj they made every countenance 
at the court turn pule 5 a lantern became the 
grave of defpotifm, and a pike the fignal of li- 
berty. Not a word was faid at St. Denis, where 
lay the camp prepared to (laughter us — hot a 
word at Mont Martre, from whence the cannon 
was to have thundered. In (liort, not a fyllable 
any where j and the, noble, enamoured of his 
rank, and who defignated the Deity only by the 
title of tl^e Nobleman onhighi ioo\i flight, counting 
neverthelefs on his return with all the nobility of 
Europe. 

An engraving was exhibited at the time, which 
was diftinguiihed amidft the crowd of thofe which 
covered tite walls of Piaris. It reprefented a bar- 
.ber’fffhop, in which were alTemblcd cuftomers of 

dilFcrent 
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diiTerent ranks : underneath was written, I Jkave 
clergy i I comb the heads of the nobility^ and drefs to per- 
feblion the Tiers Etat, 

A ci-devant Seigneur faid to one of his ci-de- 
vant vaflals, “ Aliens, mon pauvre Mathurin, 
“ we are equal, we may eat out of the fame plat- 
“ ter.” — “ Ah, Monfieur,” anfwered the peafant, 
“ we fhall never fmoke at the fame pipe!” 

Drink ratifiat of Orleans, and riqwque *, and re- 
member that the oldeft is the heft. This diftum 
was in every one’s mouth. 


CHAP. LXXVI. 

DECREE. 

This word was formerly never found but in 
monkifli works, or fuch as w^re compofed by 
churchmen. 

It is only the reprefentatives of the people who 
are permitted to make decrees ; thfe . other confli- 
tuted authorities agrees-, the comihunes’ 

make addrejj'es 5 the citi2!ens make peti&ns.f ^ 

The Convention make decrees, the Legiflative 
Body makes only laws. 

* For Riquetti, the family name of Mirabtaii. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.LXXVII. 

MOHARCnpAN. 

This is the name given by the peopi© to the 
jnembcrs of a fa£tipn who creSed thcmfclvesiiito 
R fociety, with a bifliop for a prcfidcnt, to labour 
in common, to gather up the wrecks of. the mo- 
narchy. : A Member of this, Monarchian Club 
, wrote to one of his correfpondents : “ My friend, 
“ I fliall not die contented till I have drank the 
“ blood of a patriot.” Such was the kind of plea- 
sure of thefe Monarchians, who called themfelve^i 
by the name Moderes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. KXXVni. 

RIBBAMOS. 

A K iKD of halter of all forts of colours, wita 
which thofd who call themfelves puereigrts tic their 
. flaves, in order to be fure of their obedience. 

We have feen at Paris a little German fove- 
reign, who had made a fliop of a prifon where 
he was confined for debt, and fold poppy rib- 
bands, broad and narrow, at ireafonable prices, to 
adventurers or fools. It was called the order of 
Limburg. How difiant from the three-coloured 
ribband which the free Frenchman wears with an 
honeft pride. 

In order to feparatc the garden of the chateau 
of the Tuillerics, which Louis occupied, from the 
terrace of the Feuillants, where the public aflem- 
bled, the people had extended along the terrace 
a fimple ribband, which barrier was refpe£led, 
and which efte£l a cannon wquld hot have pro- 
duced. The reafon was, that tho people obeyed 
a law which they- had impofed on themfelves. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 

EMISSARIES. 

Adroit fcoundrels, whom foreign courts 
threw amongft us, and whom they Iceep in pay. 
They furprize our fecrets, carefs our paffions. If 
you are weak, they praife your prudence j if you 
are prudent,' they accufe you of weaknefs. They 
call your courage rathnefs, your juftice cruelty. 
If you are mild towards them they complain 
openly} if you threaten them, they-confpire fe- 
cretly. Yefterday they affalfinated the defenders 
of the country,, to-day they mix in their funeral 
pomp, and alk divine honours for them, watch- 
ing the moment when they may poignard tliofe 
who moft referable them. 


-CHAP. LXXX. 

KNIGHTS OF THE POIGNARD. 

This Was' the name ^iren to a band of ruffians 
wearing ihciaofs:^ St. yL(mu, who, on the 2Sd of 
February t791, repaired to the chateau of the 

T.uilleries 
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Tuilleries to carry off Capet, and who were dri- 
ven away ignominioufly by the National Guard. 

Colonel D. was caned by a National Guard, 
formerly his valct-de-chambre. “ Why did you 
“ give the gentleman a blow?” faid his. captain. 
“ Give!” replied the Ibldier: “ 1 did not give, I 
only returned what he Had lent me.” 

Another of thefe gentlemen, who had been 
rudely treated the fame day, being fome days 
■jdter at the opera, his friends made him their 
compliments of condolence. “ MordieuP* ex- 
claimed he, “ the kicks I received on my breech will 
“ never go out of my headland the National Guard 
ftall never die but by my hand'^ . 


CHAP. LXXXI. 

TRIBUNE. 

That of our National .Aflcmbly will be as ce- 
lebrated by pofterity as the tribunes occupied by 
Demofthenes and Cicero at Athens and at Rome. 
If I was not afraid of being accufed of national 
vanity, I wbuld affirm that it will be, and that it 
will deferve to be much more fo, from the real 
eftablifliment of man in his rights,- which all na- 
tions are going to acknowledge. 
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TTiis benefit towards humanity will obtain 
homage in all times and all places. 

Before the Revolution, the crimes of high trea» 
fon then known, were of two forts, divine and 
human. He who with an iron glove gave a blow 
to the Pope, w'as guilty of divine high-treafon. 
The unfortunate hd Tudcy becaufe he had dif- . 
pleafed Pompadour^ was guilty of human high- 
treafon. We now confider as a crime of national 
high-treafon, all attempts againft the glory or 
happinefs of the French Republic. 

I will not fpeak of thofe ftrokes of eloquence 
which have fo often fparkled in this tribune. 
Europe has read, and reads every day, what is 
faid there, and we may compare it to a volcano 
which throws Out flames, ftones, and fmoke j but 
this volcano is, if I may ufe the expreflion, in per- 
petual cxplofion, and its fides are inexhauftible. 
As it hits undergone a prodigious change in the 
prefent circumftances, our eloquence has taken n 
new charafter. ,It has not, indeed, the acade- 
mical tone, nor tafte,.oor purity of ftyle, but there 
has been an overflow of ideas of every kind, of 
knowledge, and? of new views, .a fort of impetuo- 
fity which is found. amongft no other people; in 
ihort, a multitude (A taJ^ts which hud fomething 
hard and ruflic, .but which were fuitable to poli- 
tical order, an^ while morality had its eclipfes, 
eloquence, properly fpeaking, had its eelipfe 
. alfo. . 


The 
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The ftate of the Convention became almod a 
ftate of nature,' fo much had men changed their 
logic, .their language, their formet ideas. 
No orator admitted of -other fetters but fuch as 
he thought fit to impdfe on himfelf. ' * 

There is mdre of mind in a free government, 
the people are better inftrufted, or at lead they 
are more bold in, the developemeht of their 
ideas : befides, a Angle dhizen uniting different 
profefftons, his genius is fed by them, it has more 
fecundity and refourefe. We ftil! behold, with 
aftonilhment, enteiprizes and monuments of little 
republics comparable to thofe of the greateft 
kingdoms. If any one has been affoniihed at it, 
he has never felt the fentiment of liberty; he does 
not divine what he can effe£t with the feeblell 
means. And what then will be.'lhe deftiny .of 
the French Republic,' which has begun by mak- 
ing the a;ra of the reprefentative governments, 
which cultivates the nurfery garden of all future 
republics, and •which, confirming and ftrengthen- - 
ing the dignity of man, will reconcile the human 
race to the regards of aiigels. 

What remains to the omnij^tence ofithe Crea- 
tor to do, in order to man as perfeft as he 

ought? Nothing, unlcfs it be to leave him the 
merit of the clwice of IJberty, after having iufpir- 
ed him vPith the fentimiiat of it. 

The Swifs return always to the boi^rs of their , 
lakes, bccaufis they there enjoy a Ibil; of lib^ty, 
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which, though impeffeft, is fuperior to that of 
many other people, very • different in that from 
the Gafcons, who quit their country very willing- 
ly with the intention of never going back, again. 
Henceforth the French will only make vifits to 
other countries, but will find none more admira- 
ble than their own country, as well as its govern- 
ment. 

Let us judge by the profound fighs, the groans, 
and regrets of our emigrants.. They fhall never 
afcend that tribune where the voice of Him 
whom they treated with contempt will be heard, 
where it will immortalize his name, and where 
(what is more foothing to conceive) it may in- 
creafe the fplendor and happinefs of a country. 

. \Vho is not an orator ? -Who does not dream 
of being an orator, after this great and happy per- 
fpeftivc ? ' Thus it is who .fliall exercife himfelf 
in the art of fpeaking in clubs,* in patriotic fo- 
cietie'Sj and even in literary circles, where they 
► imitate the funftion of , the Legiflative Body with 
a prefident, a bell, and fecrctaries, and where 
they afk leave to fpeak, make motions, amend- 
ment^, ai^confhlt the majority j andwherg,as in 
great affemblics, the, minority, altyays njorei^ve, 
more obftiiuite, and more nearly conne£led, gain 
the quefiion the next day,,^ But alas 1 in the fanae 
tribune, the eagle, armed- with his thunders, and' 
the owl ftupadly flittering with his wings, have 
appeared on the fame day, and fometimes. by the 

fide 
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fide of each other. Mirabeau and Laurent Le-- 
cointre have alike- made their voice heard. Re- 
publicanifm has fpoken by the organs of Ver- 
ginaud and Gaudet, royalifm • by thofe of Vau- 
blanc and Dumolard. Royalifm, under" every 
mafk, has difbonoured the tribune of the French 
Senate, it has refouflded with the vociferations of 
thofe perverfe men who have lighted there the 
torches which they have thrown far among towns 
and into the country. - There they have given the 
fignal of fanaticifm: there they have dared to le- 
gitimate the aflfaflinations of the South ; there, in 
fliort, the}' have meditated on beginning the great 
trial of the revolution and of liberty. 

It was fullied in Praireal by the impure remains 
of Marat; and but fop the epocha of the 13 th 
Vendemiaire, the anti-republicans would have ba- 
niihed the figns of liberty. ' 

The tribune was the '-rally ing-place of thofe 
who attacked and defended liberty. Impudence 
and folly here -triumphed for a. day, but the next 
they were overthrown. Perfidy and cunning have 
been iinraafked' at the moment , when they count- 
ed with moft tertadnty on pditia^^s under fub- 
je£lion. 

The ftruggte on that fpot was conftant, terri- 
ble, and great'; the i||trepidity of crime gave 
force; to the energy of ylrtue. Neithej^*falfehood, 
nor falfe^ attacks, nor threats, nor the. Violence of 
tbk cou'fpiratbi^' ever intimkiat^ the .courageous 

eneihies 
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•enemies of the monarciiy. In vain did the fprings* 
of republican government relax themfelves: the 
government refumcd its force and its majelty, and 
triumphed over the orators of rcfy'alifm, who were 
cruflicd as much by the weight of talent as of vir- 
ttire, and when there remained but a few legi- 
ilators faithful to the ‘caufe of the people, fud- 
denly the republican genius oppofed a refiftanco 
of Which the hiftory of no nation furniflies an 
example. It comtdanded the iSth Fruftidot, 
which became one. of the moft glorious as well as 
one of the moft aftonilhiiig epochas of our liberty. 
It is from this tribune proceeded that voice which 
in the fpace of fix years haS created foldiers and 
generals, the conftant frifends of viflory : it is this 
powerful vdicc which haS Organized the Great 
Nation, and which has giverf it a iriajeftfc bafis, 
by exalting every kind df’- courage. Such are 
the prodigies the tribune, and 

whieh have expfete^^he difeourfeifi of thofe flaves 
either ftruefe with contempt, or-'tffrown far from 
uS-by^xile. If the hearts of the people lliould 
become lukewarm, of firoUld fedi no nlore of that 
facred fife .which .animated tbpfe who 

have faid,' No, imkr -, we wilivuevt.T'^qtripofe 
with tyranny ; if the leaft ^oubt refpe^ing out 
glorious deftirties could fisp a moment ihake the 
courage of^the French, it ^ouid tie from i!his tri- 
bune that again would ifliie the cry which ffaould 
tender to man h|f ntdUral digUitjK 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXII. 

FORCED EOAN. 

The definition of this word was written on 
the frowning brow of every rich man. Under the 
old regime, the opulent nobles never lay with 
their wives but the firft night of their matri- 
age, in order to have an heir. They confidcrcd 
it as a mania worthy of what they called the 
Bourgeoisie, the defire of multiplying their fa- 
mily. 

The forced lorn has done a miracle. It has called 
the opulent nobility j and even the rich Bourge- 
oife, who were always aping the former, to the 
fentiineDts of nature. It is now who (hall pro- 
duce moft children, in order to contribute the leaft 
polfible. And who doubts that the wives of thefc 
gentleman will not contribute by all pofiible 
means to fecond their views* ? • 

* Tl>b t9 the forced loan. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXIII. 

THE CA?I<IET. 

What we had a&nounccd is now conic to 
pafs. The**** Cabinet lias fought to avenge 
itfelf for the Jofs of its ancient colonies, and has 
appeared to elpoufe the caufe of Louis the XVIth 
only the better t^ betray it. He who does not 
feize the thread will lofe hiinfelf in the tortuous 
labyrinth of fo many contradi£lory faflis } this Ca- 
binet took advantage of the credulous imbecility 
of Orleans. Indifferent to all parties, *** fa- 
voured every thing which could produce and pro- 
pagate divilions among the Bourbons. 

The monarchical ^ovprament, too oft’en over- 
ftepping its limits, drew near its end i and, both 
from its audacity, apd the vicioufnefs of a couit 
which imagined* that public opinion could be 
treated with cofltempt. tts imprudent haughti- 
nefs, fed by aft infolent difdain the people, 
relied hfi^oti otd prejudices, had 

caufed the follies'ftnd'defofttifm' of^the Arone 

'opituoti creates opi- 
nioi^ T3ie Vice%,df,the'*moparchiwl go- 

ventment v/esfit at thehr hraght, and it twB become 
bf derifidh, ffbftrtfte indecent 
immorality 
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immorality of the princes, who were a kind of 
fultans, and efpecially by the verfatility of its plans 
and meafures. 

The chief nobility, who perceived an approach- 
ing fubverfion, imagined that it would be the mo* 
ment to revive the old feudal government in all 
its fplendor, and to divide the provinces into par* 
ticular governments^* There was a queftion of 
fliutting up Louis the XVIth in a monaflery, as 
had been done 'with a few kings of the firft race, 
and his own brothers would have been obliged to 
h^ive given their confent, from the immenfc divi- 
fion which would have been beifiowed on them. 
Conftrained by this danger, of which he received 
warning, Louis the XVIth made ufe of the only 
counterpoife in his power, he convoked the States 
General, and feemed to embrace the popular 
party. 

This unfortunate Prince, inftead of following 
the dircclion of tlie torrent in which he would al- 
ways have fwam, far froni digging it a bed, dc- 
ftroyed every happy chance which fortune fo often 

* They had taken for their model the plan of government 
which the Proteftants wiflied to eftablithinFrancein 1621 ; and 
we have the regulation made by the Affembly of Rochelle the xoth 
of May of the fame year. The whole of the kingdom was divided 
into eight circles, comprehending Bearn. The Duke of Bouil- 
lon had the general command of the armies. Thus the Protef- 
tants had formed the, projeA of changing France into a repub- 
lic. The Princes had projected the creating for themfelves pri- 
vileged fovereigntics. 


VOI. I. 
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otk'rcil him, t<l lower at once this imperious no- 
bility, which had threatened him, and rcftiain the 
popular party, whofe aid he had calfed in againft 
hk enemies. , < ' ' . 

He Avas three times perjured, w'hile he had the 
greatefi: iutereft to be loyal and /incere. He me- 
ditated the molt (hameful, the molt dilhonourable, 
and moft dangerous flight of which hilfory makes 
mention, throwing hirafelf . on a foreign land, to 
be there defpifed, degraded, and made a prifoner, 
rather than league himfelf with a great people. He 
•had only the ideas of a Marquis with red heels, and 
had never after a Angle moment of courage, even 
when he. might, have faved himfelf, or have done 
. honour to his name, by falling with that dignity 
which bis charafter claimed. Given up to fu- 
perditions notions, and to thofe counfels more or 
Jeis foolifli which refult from them, grofsly diflem- 
blirig, and papiflically vindiftive, he had promifed 
to religion to punilh all the infults with w'hich the 
throne was treated. 

Three months frankgefs .and open policy would 
have overturned all the plans of the * Mini- 
fler, and .prevented all. the diljadors .which have 
weighed on France; TTiis is wha; has rendered 
the Revolution fo bloody and fatal j. for Jn the, 
beginning Jt was.calm and peaceable^- aud it the 
king had known how, to. proceed with it j he 
A^ould have gained the homage and admiration of 
the .\ypy}d. . 
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It was the furious, obftinate refiftance to neceP- 
fary and legitimate changes, the menaces, impre- 
cations, and hoftile projects of the clergy and the 
nobility, which impreffed a charafler on the Re- 
volution which it had not. in the beginning. , It 
became terrible, becaufe the emigrants were as fo 
many confpirators. They Called for the fubver- 
lion of the country, and nothing could calm or 
appeafe their pride, or their vengeance. As the 
prieftly impoftor adhered to the ilighteil ceremo- 
nial, and ftruck with the name of impious Who- 
ever fmiled at his fooleries, fo the-nobles would 
not give up a tittle of their hlafonry, and would 
as foon have burnt France for a ribband lefs large, 
as for their whole es^ulfion. The new brder of 
things, the willi and want of all the French, made 
them furious with’ anger and aftonifhment j to 
yield nothmg, and revenge themfelves inhumanly 
On every demand, w'as the whole of their doc- 
trine. 

Meanwhile the foreign cabinets were anxioufr 
for the fall of Louis the 3feVIthj ;he was there- 
fore advifed to arm himlelf, to. cpnfpire againft 
the new otder of things, the laft &&. of impru- 
dence as llrange, as it l^camfi guilty after the 
flight to Varennes. , . 

He. placed himfelf between two roh^s, which 
twere fo much the more formidable, as ^y both 
helped to dath'-him in pieces. CortHiion good, 
fenfe (liould have told him, that- all hisTtrehgth 
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lay in doing nothing, and that he ought not parti- 
cularly to have followed the plans ofthe common 
enemy, who, in order to favour' the moft barba- 
rous of projefls, were defirous of exterminating 
the French in the name of their chief. 

He alone, by his miyltiplied perfidies, and by 
his monftrous errors, gave birth to ihe republican 
government, which no one thought of. Thus it 
is that a found and vigorous plant, yet concealed 
in the earth, puflies back a dlfeafed plant which 
falls into rottennefs, the new plant increafes its 
forces by the wrecks of the old. 

Governments w'car out, but once decompofed, 
it is impoflibk to regenerate them under the form 
which they have loft. The foreign powers wifhed 
to ruin us, and they have become our faviours. It 
is by the coalition of kings thatwe havfe been faved 
from longs. It was the treaty of Pilnitz which 
raifed the whole nation in arms : it was the King 
of Pruflia in Chahapagne who engendered the re- 
volutionary Ipe£Ire. 

The Engliih^people, jit a certain period, tiled 
and cond'^^Qa ^ir Waarch,* and they take it 
ill tl^ff .try and ^dn^elinn ours alio. They ex- 
have itede it a fubjeft of perpetual dif- 
' cord amOngft li^, and to hjave cruQicd us one by 
the other. ''**rbe "ttidnarehica! government being 
identified wkh a fi’ngle'tnat}, this man ought ne- 
fc^ffarily to ’d&ppear at the birth of the republi- 
can gcvefrnme'nt. Every other mcafure would 
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have implied contradl£lion> and led the way for 
endlefs compotions^ It was neceffary for us to 
repofe in a republic, a liormy form of govern- 
ment at firft,' but. which, after the firft formation, 
takes a footing, difficult to break. 

The Englith bore ffiamefully with the long 
di£tature of Oliver Cromwell; we, have had a 
nurfery of Cromwells,, but politically and boldly 
enlightened, we have broken them one after the 
other ; and if the nation had liftened to the. ap- 
peal and generous proteft of the feventy-threc 
Deputies, of which I fliall al^ys feel myfelf ho- . 
noured in . being of the number, and puniihed 
the authors of the S l.ft . of May, Trance would 
then have been fayed from the blows of foreigners, 
and the fcaffolds of Robefpierte would never 
have been erefted. .What proves.it is, that the 
unfortunate JBriffot, fo. much calumuiated, and 
who always difdained any noted popularity, ani- 
mated by the pureft patr'.oCifm, nevter was de- 
ceived in his averlion for England ; and that far 
from being the hireling of the E^gliffi minifter, 
whom, j^e openly, attacked by his declaration of 
war againft Great Britain, no man c|er./ayv bet- 
ter than he thnt there was., but a mome^nt^ to 
ftrike, and hej accufed by this folemn a£t which, 
will refouiijd to the rrjoft diftant pofterity ip.efer- 
nal honour of bis name and .memory, l^e accufed 
the flownefs,^4he want of xnobbifh 

brawlers, who, while they were., prating, abojit 
2 
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overturning all thrones, remained' dumb through 
ignorance,’ and motiottlefs through fear. 

It was this a6l of |Jalnotifm and courage which 
difconcerted the foreign; patty, to which Robef- 
pjerrC was attached j for ’h^hfeh 'every veil Ihall be 
rent, we fhalLfee tliat the moft cifud of men 
were alfo the moft infambiis, arid that they were 
in agreement whh the eterriah'enemy of FVance 
to procure themfelv’es a fup|5ort’ or a retreat ; fo 
blind does guilt render-guilty men ! The prin- 
cipal mover of the ofFehfive war, or who at the 
tribune propdfed its' declaration, de'ferves our 
gratitude. It is a crime which the ' royalifts 
impute at prefent to’ the Convention, from 
which it would ^bc eafy to abfolve it, and even 
to turn to* its glory ; it faved on that day the 
republic from an approaching invalion, medi- 
tated on the part of the • foreign powers ; for 
the treaty '^of Pilnitz had prepared the difmem- 
berment of France. "‘And it was the chief of the 
French," who in order to regain I know not what 
ftiadow, while he" might have enjoyed a real au- 
thority, had iacceded to this ;ilhameful treaty ! 
SuCh fworn foes are defpOts to their country, if 
once their 'j^de •bc^^ever fo little hurt. 

' The* end of the Convention in provoking, hof- 
tilities,’was to take advantage of the enthufiafm 
of the Frobch people, of thdfc fublime and paf. 
fionate ejfTditS'Hvhich lignalize the jSrft eppehas of 
the independence of a: nation, Ought we to 

have 
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have waited till the enemy, inundating our, ter- 
ritory, lliould give the fignal of combat! was it* 
not more advantageous, iraore worthy of us, to 
be beforcrhand with; hii»,^ fincc.a rupture had 
beien rendered inevitable ;by fo much treafoh and 
perfidy, Qur ^migrants, who had fled from the 
firftdtyrs.of the Revolution when it was ftill ,in- 
ta£t, pure, and folemn, thofe cowardly emigrants, 
who are the true caufe of the horrible convul- 
lions of the interior, in haying^taken a refolutibn 
the moft impolitic, and the moft fatal to their 
caufe, enjoyed the moft unbounded proteftion, 
waiting however till they were facrified at Qui- 
beron. Bands had already formed on all the 
frontiers of the republic, and if the enemy ftill 
delayed to attack us, it was only becaufe he 
waited till we, had been ruined by inteftine divi- 
fiohs. In reality, had the ardour of our youth 
been.rcftrained, it, would have led us to have 
wafted in inaftion thofo decifive days in which, 
full of the . intoxication of our independence, 
ftruck with new and extraordinary objefils, 
fcorched in fome meafure with an eleftric fire, 
we wbre capable of the greateft things. It is to 
the oflTenfive war that we pwe our ednquefts, our 
brilliant viftories ; it is by them that we have 
forced Europe to tremble; three. months later, 
and the time was over. . 

Conquerors of Gemftpp'e, of Flefirus, warriors 
who have planted on the top of Mont Blanc the 

threcr 
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tl»e^9^red ftandard! it is to you I appral } 
your your fucceflcs depofe io fevoup of 

the decree, whofe fupreme wifdom and 'fbrefight 
we attefti The Brabaotef freed, the Hollander 
reftored to liberty, the Allohrqge become French, 
the road of Italy open to our intrepid foldiers^ 
fuch are the fruits of the offefafive war j and the 
fame then who have made it a crime in the Con- 
vention, pretend that we ought to overturn every 
throne, and cover. Europe with republics. A 
fine projeft without doubt, if it were polfible to 
realife it, and if thofe who had conceived it, or 
rather who talked of it, had not made their 
country groan under tlie raoft difgraceful flavery. 
And if the National Convention willed that 
France fliduld declare' herfelf againft England, it 
was becaufe (lie felt that there was not, that there 
-never would be, any reconciliation between foy- 
alifis and republicans ; elements .fo oppofite could 
never unite. Tfie coalition had holfted the flower- 
de-luce againft the three-coloured cockade; The 
Englifli nation was become anti-republican, not 
certainly through conviflipn, but- to give us hew 
!proofs of its jealous hati-fed ; for if England was 
the conftant enemy of France a monarchy; it was 
■ ftill much more fo of France a rejniblic. Eng- 
land fiw that: file could not much longer reap 
the fruit of that fuperiority which the remains of 
that uncerlaiis liberty which her ciditens ftUl en- 
joy,: have given her. 
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Is not the ardent jealoufy of this nation, im- 
preffed oh every page of our hiftory ! Let us open 
it, we&all find that it is from- this iiland that 
have iifued for many ages pail the calamities by 
which we have been afflided. At all times her 
fecfet but aftive policy fomented divifions 
amongfi; us, and (he always lavKhed her fmiies 
•on that party which beft knew how to injure 
France. Without going back to diftant epochas, 
does not the prefent time offer us an incontefti- 
ble chain of evidence ? , ' 

If we had fubmitted (ilently to the infults of fo- 
reigners, if we had been obftinate in keeping pu- 
fillanimous meafures with them, would they have 
the lefs fomented the revolt of our colonies, fed our 
difcords, furnifhed arms and ammunition to the 
rebels of the interior, fubfidized the coalefced 
powers,^ and even bands of obfcure royalifts en- 
lifted at Paris ? They have not blulhed at coun- 
terfeiting our paper money, without reflefting 
that this example was the (jgnal of the ruin of 
their own Banks. ^ . 

The National Convention certainly never pre- 
tended that we could attack or deftroy a powerful 
marine in all its vigour ; but it was in oUr power to 
hold the balance, and it is well known that the 
reverfes which our fleets have met with, have 
been owing to the blunders of thofe in the pay 
of foreignws. 


Have 



HfttfC WC not, it w»is faid at the time, as abun- 
dant leCources as ^hofe of our enemies, to build 
velfels and form failors? Is it not aftoniihing 
that a nation, which poffefles the fineft ports on 
the ocean and the Mediterranean, which has co- 
lonies, an extenfive commerce, intrepid marines, 
as well as the greateft part of materials for con- 
ltru6lion, Ihould have neglefted this eflential 
branch of national greatnefs ? The aflivc genius 
of repuWicanifm required that oiir ' naval forces 
ihould ^|ual our land armies ih ilrength and 
ilrcceiS. It entered into ita views and projetls, 
to fptead over the fea tlie fame patriotic enthu- 
fiafm which had led * the republican bayonet to ' 
pK de charge. 

We forefaw what every day confirms, ibat 
foreigners 'fiquld not behold, withdiit a fentimeht 
of rage, a powerful republic power erefting it- 
felf by their fide, which from ’ the ' extent of its 
territory, the riches of its foil, the worthi the in- 
duftry of its inhabitants, ought nceeffarily to take 
the lead of all bther* European nations. 

A bad government palfied our expanfiVc ge- 
nius, counterafled all the advantages with which 
nature had favgured us. Defpotifm, like the 
fun of the torrid zone, burnt and dHed up the 
njoft fruitful' foil} but the French republican was 
going to conipenfate , thofe days of ina£tion and 
■fcrvitude, by railing himfelf rapidly to the zenith 

’’ ■ . of 
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of profperity j the hoftile governments kneW/how,^ 
to appreciate this regenerating moye;x|[^|:,.^i.; 
made ufo of every meafure in 

• pede it. . 

It is evident, that it was by propagating ideas, 
rcfpecling the Blacks and Mulattoes, , that they 
kindled the torch which fet, our colonies on 
firej that fame torch which they were care- 
ful to keep at a diftance from their own. It 
was by exaggerating, by corrupting philofophi- 
cal opinions ampngft us, t)^t they placed tp the 
accQUht of thpfe^jfpeling ■vyriters, who hiKl flied 
tears, over the fat^cibf the; ilave, thofp ;furies to 
which he gayfec^mfdf up, when he; h^, 
his chains. * • ' '■ , 

We know, at prefent that, royalifra, cpnll;ahtly 
proteQed by the'enq^mies of Fr^ce,, had provided 
a retreat for itfelf in thofe rich countries, and 
that from the Ihock of the. three parties, have re- 
falted the nioft horrible cal^ities. Hiftory. will 
publifli, that. Jhe plan had been formed to em- 
bark Lewis the XVIth for St. Domingo*, and 

• from thence,^ like a new Pharamond, he was to 
invite, rally, and, concentrate his nobles and his 
fanatics, and oppofe new France to the mother 

* He was to have left ^aris in a coal-barge, to have flopped 
at Rouen at the houfe of Liancour, and from thence make 
the heft of his way towards the new world. ' For want of am- 
munition they had made a provifion of glafs bottles, to charge 
the canqioa that were to have proteAed his flight. 


country : 
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country : all the blood which had been Ihed, was 
the confequedce only of thofc guilty and odious 
preparations. / 

Our enemies knew alfo, that wrong and extra- 
vagant ideas always gain on the lower orders of 
the focial body, and fill it with ill-regulated paf- 
fions ; that thete is no tyranny £o dangerous as 
that of the people, that it is commonly the moft 
fafUous who feize on the reins of authority ; that 
then the vileft inhabitants of a city acquire the 
right and the power of injuring the moft vir- 
tuous;, that narrow minds rufb. always into ex- 
tremes ; that democracy, in fhort, changes itfelf 
fo eafily into ^archy, that virtue and courage 
never find themfelves on fo flippery a precipice 
as in ^a political fermentation of this nature ; and 
the coalition organized the 31ft, of May, as the 
means of bringing about a fanguinary diftatorfhip. 
Thus ail thefe atrocious men who perfecuted the 
republicans, were tl^e agents or inftruraents of fo- 
reign powers, put in motion by t|ie hoftile cabi- 
nets. . The thread of all thefe confpiracies ends 
there, and without the bravery of our armies, and 
the invincible union of our foldiers, it was over 
with Prance. 

Hiftory, in fliort, will develope.what we have 
only Iketched. Every faftion was careffed, be- 
caufe it could foment political troubles ; under 
every malk, and every livery, the coalition have 
breathed difeord, and perpetuated the empire of 

anarchy ; 
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anarchy j Lewis, and Orleans, Robefpierre, Ba- 
beuf, and Puifaye, parties' the moft oppofite, 
promoted alike their de%ns, provided they raif- 
ed dbftacles to hinder the French 'from relying 
round the republican government.' 

But we have at prefent a conftitutioh which 
teaches us how to difcover and deteft the enc- 

•i * . 

mies of the republic, with whatever veil they 
are covered, we fliall find out the friends of 
kings j biftory, experience, general intereft, will 
make us fufficiently comprehend that we can- 
not combat beings fo ferocious with patience and 
philofophy. 

Whenever violations of the laws, of order, or 
the principle of humanity, are in queftion, their 
infernal genius is readily of accord ; but we have 
alfo the genius of the republic, and the intrepid 
foldiers of our country, united with its virtuous 
writers, will foon impofe filence on all thefe 
hired libellifts, who having begun for a long 
time paft in i<Jea, the work of royal vengeance, 
would willi to finifli by crufhing the nation under 
the horrible weight of European thrones: Such 
blindnefs is fo ntonftrous, that i/ee eafily trace in 
thefe writings, either abjcft minds, or ven^ 
pens. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXV. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PRIEST. 

This is the name which was given at the be- 
ginning of the Revolution to the eccleliaftic who 
had taken the oath to obferve the civil conftltu- 
tion of the clergy, decreed by the National Af- 
femblyi At the titne it exifted, Madame, (the 
wife of the king's brother), gave notice that fhe 
(hould have every day- at diniler, ttiro places for 
two priefts who had not taken the civic oath. 
Her cook teing told of the invitation of his mif- 
trefs, faid, “ The bad priefts have only to come, 
“ I will give them a better regale than they 
“ think of 5 I will write the civic oath in little 
** billets, which fhall be inclofed Si the petiis- 
“ patis j if they will not pronounce the civic 
.** oath, they fliall at leaft fwallow It.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAI^. LXXXVL 

TRIAL OF LEWIS XVI. 

A WHOLE nation, too confiding, has been be- 
trayed by its chief. Lewis the XVIth, difdain- 
ing to be the king of a free people, has made ufe 
of the deepefi; diilimulalion in’ order to get pof- 
feflion again of the defpotic fceptre ; in order to 
crufli, by a fingle blow, one half of the nation, 
and palfy the other. He is furrounded" by con- 
fpirators; he Ijas liftened from preference,, as 
well as inftinQ, to pcrverfe advifers, and has ma* 
• licioufly kept himfelf aloof from the good. 

He did not blufli, in the field of the Federation, 
at making the whole French nation aflembled 
witnefles of his perjury, nor feared at the fame 
time to invite the foreign enemy into our terri- 
tory, in order to ftiflc our infant liberty. 

Enraged at not having fucceeded in deftroying 
Paris in 1789, rooted in his deep refentmcnt, he 
has fince meditated every- plan, every fanguinary 
projeft capable of fatisfying his vengeance ; and 
when his people, convinced of his perfidy, had 
generoufly forgotten his abominable crime, the 
crowned monfter calculated with the cold bloodi- 

nefs 
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nefs of a cunningly concentrated mind^ the mca-' 
fures the moft efficacious to ruin them. 

Fallen into his own fnares, and feeing the 
day of juftice arrive, be is anxious to interpret 
in his favour certain words of a conftitution 
which he has violated j he wiflies to infinuate, 
that, in the focial pa£t, we have permitted him 
to alfaffinate the nation, and that he had a right 
to arm foreign fatellites, without rendering his 
crowned head refponfible ! This kind of defence 
is a new crime, an infult committed againft/hu- 
man reafon. Although there (hould be no law 
againft parricidal children, becaufe the legiflator 
had never conceived the polfibilhy of fuch a 
crime, ought therefore the children, who had kill- 
ed their father, to be acquitted ? Could we have 
fuppofed in the text of the conftitution a con- 
fpiring king, an incendiary, an afiaifin, a parri- 
cide ! 

It appears, therefore, very extraordinary, that 
you Ihould willi to try Lewis; either by the con- 
ftitution which no, longer exifts, or by the penal 
code. His crimes are notorious. The frontiers 
have been inundated with blood j the blood of the 
Parifians and the Marfcillais has bathed the walls 
of the infernal chateau, from whence me demon 
of delpotifm has. vomited a thoufand deaths. 

Political laws alone ought to punifli .crimes of 
an extraordinary nature., and in an extraordinary 

crifis. 
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crifis. Alt this is new, terribly and neceflTary. 
It is a trial between an injared nation and a 
guilty king. The political laws which belong 
to great focieties^ and which are continually 
modifying them, are no longer thofe of natural, 
or of civil right } they watch over the conili* 
tution of the whole i md having no other end, 
they are not fofc^fled to tbofe equivocal words 
by means of which the tnoft contradiSory argu- 
ments are equally maiotaineds. 

It is poUticadb law rWhich orders* war, which 
caufes tlKM^hduie to be buntt whii^ fhould con- 
tain the germ of the {>lagiie, which {U'Ote^ 
the half-ctown .qf the caphaltfl, againft the band 
of the nece^tgus man who coveta it p wluch 
after the deatjbi of oner man, orders the death of 
another. 'Thefe lawsl political firom thsir nature 
and their utility, are formed in every great cir- 
cutnftance, and are peculiarly fuitable to M day 
of tempeft. 'Ihofe* laws .^e political which 
willed the inv^lability gf the k^g, in order that 
he ihould be impaflahle ia.0e(/exerci(b of bis 
fublime fun^ons. The polhicfl Iswu 

pronounced: the for£gi.tiare of royalty, becatde 
royalty was about to operato^t|ie di^Iptiou ai 
the ftate; and there was no medium betwgep. 
diforganization and the rep)^Hc. Thus, it Is 
no longer juriijprudenCe which wp Ihould fgllow, 
iince it is amb^utre^lion whichj^is^, D^cy 
voi. I. U tie 
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lAs power. cThe Convention can tbereftre neither 
dogate this authority, nor dreate a tHbunal. 

: Let us then .'Cpnfult political laws, and lay 
afide fudh as are liable to abufe and chicane. 
The founders , of liberty ought not to engage 
tbetnfeJves in croojced gueftions, and the per- 

plexitiesofthe bar. ® philofophy, 

like the. ferocious .crj^of'Maoatifin, would lead us 
aftray^at this momenfjH- f . 

What do the re-eftablilhment of the republic, 
and national intereft : 'exa£t ?'; On.’^thO one fide I 
fee a nation,: ottf thef other anindividUal. This 
individual deferves dOath^' becaUfe he has^com* 
mitted the public fafety, and beeh an enemy to 
hiscountry^:, but this individual, though fliom of 
his beam^i is (till a demi>^Hl to fimatical wor- 
Ihippers.-i Others fee in /him. the depofitary of 
the inunenfe, , riches which he dilbributed to his 
favourites; and they would wifii to reftore that 
.depofitary.; 

All thofe who. love gold,' regret the great dif- 
ttibutor.'> Qthj^ put. themlelves in idea in his 
placeif and int^ell theinfelves^for the criminal on 
accbuiit of ‘ the hdght ..of. hij^ . fall.- ■ Policy fees 
nothing but the hational panrsaj^e,^{ind.does not 
hejfitate ,to lay, confpira- 

‘h-.cies, wh^ the-i^g^pfe have tpo onen pardon- 
** ed, ought- fp^i^with'nOt . other laws but fuch 
V" asato inck(«aibiU iVthdTdn#vtho;^ him- 

« felf 
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th'^ palladlum'^df Jthe'-cottiStutiony^.^ 

“ who ^ aOCed «i a^inft the; ji.0nftitution' jn its 
‘‘name, deferv^s , death./ .ilEhc country;; on^ the 
“ border of the ,]^recipic<^,^cs ,tp eseiy reptCr 
“ fentative of the people,:>!/fo<wjf?,. avenge me r 
Under this pointiOf.yijW,!aiid the only one which 
politicd reafon caa'offer^ the reprefentatives of 
the people .are no longer judges, .fince the crimes 
are proved, they are, only, avengers, and they 
ought without delay ftd.pmhpunce theiipuniih- 
ment which thofe crimes defcrve. , Political laws 
of a fuperior nature jrcquire . that France, ihould 
no longer be giveii up to incertitude:; we-are . in 
civil war, two parties are.fici 3 ggling for the afcen- 
dency. The republic, OPdhe defpotifm of an in* 
dividual ! is, it ufeful - Or meceffary ‘ |hat Lewis 
(hould perifli i 

1 maintsun that the king is dead and buried; 
he has no longer a. p^itical exillencci'? He ou^h** 
to be confidered, and we inuft confider hixn, as 


being fox ever, cut ofF irom fociety ; political laws 

have deftroycd the^‘ political bcing.j' thay^-have, 

done what.iiijaahecfeirary. 

than a phantoin; - After of ^Ulty, 

it. was found;p<j^icy. to putjifi^ dif/?^ourn, th^ 

punifliment of t|iO ,Grpyimed hea^, fo^'lliUfe 

a legiflatof . which divavels 

tions; and’ the .^|u!d^ of the.:(^hii^ in 

this vorib Of Jiie imi* dtker thk 

'U'H’ 
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“ kjmgftht or l^Jkall die." But this wife refo- 
Mlpii.tljd not pjehfe the diforganizing party; 
that party invokes diforder, it loves difcord; it 
]|eats every thing in .order to produce a confla- 
gration. One; member goes fo far as to fay, “ I 
“ v^ifli to fee his hea|d on the Carpufel and he 
takes this language for that of a .kgiflator; ano- 
ther abufea the name of republic, without re- 
flefling -that the Republic is not yet created. 

True policy feys; ” Try l^wis the XVIthj 
** pronounce that.he deferves death ; but do not 
pronounce the puniflim^t of death.” 

If i;ewia the XVIth ’be no longer a political 
beh>^,with refpeft to- us, he is ftill fo for the po- 
tetitates of Europe. , The anti-focial maxims 


which htake them conllder flatps as farms, and 
th4peOple as cattle, . thefe!inaxims will dilate 
1^ thein'-ncw; impoftures, they will calumniate 
JFreb(^}'|^ t|ipy will abhle the ignorance of 
^ehi fubj^^)||?y wijl pot difcontinue pouring 
to (|bic^ep thpir ferocious iafellites ; 
t]|b|^il^r 'Of thP proclaimed re- 

his “ino- 
know how 
hy wpfds ; Bourbon 
mhjreifithe pr0pnpt^.4of throne j 
aiw Vilt^^F . pp'ti;;©/* Frap^Se 'to v^hu will 
f 5 .eftabl 1 fli; him. ;Aor« ;^xtravagant thofc 
pretenfiofl&g, tb)fsjp|orsti|hey 'S.-pi^evail among 


-nations 
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nations accuftomed to regard kings a? gods, 
without whom nothing can exift, and who alone 
can give life to the political body. 

But Lewis is a prifoner; all the emigrant princes 
dare aflert that he is no more ! Faithful to their 
deteftable logic, they wifli only to tyranniie 
under his name, or after him. The plains of 
Chalons, violated by the enemy, prove that Lewis 
is literally a prifoner of war j 'and it is not per- 
mitted to put a prifoner to death. 

If on the moining of the lOth of Auguft he 
had fallen under the fword of the avengers of li- 
berty, his death would not have been a crime; 
but a great a£l of juftice in the eyes of the world ; 
for every thing then was permitted. But Provi- 
dence, which has difpofed of every event of this 
great Revolution, did not permit this, and tbti? 
feems to have indicated to the French the glory 
of forming a republic, and fparing at the fame 
time the blood of thelf mpft cruel enemy. The 
example will be the 'feme for every crowne4 
head ; to make Lewis the XVItli fall, would be 
to make it believed, that he was ^Jll formidable. 
He is no longer fo ; the incompreheniible talif* 
mao ife broken. The murderer of the Baftille, of 
Nancy, of Tournay, of the Tui)leiies, will wfJMT 
on hi$ 0:ont the eternal feal of reprobation j, and 
his foot will no k^ger tread the living ^il of li- 
berty : he will no longer have the foothing fetif- 

faction 
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fafiion of beholding it. From the depth of his 
ohfcure prifon, he neill bear our fon^ of victory j 
and who knows but Vemorfe will penetrate his 
heart with the teart of true repentance j , per- 
haps, in the bittemefs of his grief, he will ex- 
claim, ** I was a fool^ a barbarian, but men had 
“ made jne a king.” 

We muft take then into our account the mo- 
ral rc-a£lion, which for ever turns the mind to- 
wards pity, when juftice Iheds^ blood. If the 
king periflies on a fcaffold, this tragedy will di- 
vide Europe j it Mvifl be the origin of endlefs de- 
bates, which will ferve as a pretext againft the 
French. 

Captivity precludes thefe bloody commotions. 
Thqfe who might be tempted to call themfelves 
kings, will not venture to do fo, we (hall have 
no Pretenders, no further intereft will be taken 
in a phantom which has vaOiflied ; and Europe 
will that impunity MHO longer the privilege 
of potentates. 

Such' is nearly the fumming up which 1 made 
on this great qlieilion, and my opbion was deli- 
-vered in almoft the fame terms. 

The Girondines were defirous of faving the 
king, but^ they did not wilh at the fame time 
to' lofc their, popularity j and the defpotifm of 
the mob being then omnipotent, it was who 
ibouid cards it mod. The Girondines fug- 



MEW PICTURE OP PARIS. 52f95 

. ' ' Hi 

gefted the appeal to the people, hoping that 
by taking this courfe, the ilTue of the trial 
would have favourable chances; but they de- 
ceived themfelves, and I made repeated efforts 
to diffuade them, but in vain. 1 told them, 
they would themfelves repent of the appeal to 
the people, which 1 myfelf oppofed. They 
might have divided on the queftion of. capital 
punilhment, but they united in the fame vote, 
and thereby compofed the voice of the majo- 
rity, though their fecret delign was 'to fpare 
the nation the fight of a king dragged to the 
fcaffold. t. 

It is thus, that in great political affairs, refine- 
ment and dilfimulation bring about events di- 
reflly contrary to thofe which were intended. 
1 was of opinion, that no cunning was neceffary, 
and fuperior to fear, and firm in my principles, 
I feparated myfelf on this occafion from the Gi- 
rondines, whom I had always loved aud efteemed. 
I voted againft the appeal to the people, declar- 
ing myfelf with the fame franknefs againft the 
pain of death. 

The examination of this queftion gave me. a 
fever for eight and forty hours, and made vo- 
lumes of refleftions pafs; through my head.^ I 
fell fickj and having, I tfimk, difcovered the. 
true point of vievyi 1 do not conceal my opinion, 
that thofe who.voted differently have coirimitted 
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a ^itkd himder. Probably they had not made 
the fame exertions to coJWe to the folution of 
this great problem, which jieverthelefs will be 
finally decided for pofterity, by the pen of fome 
fnture Tacitus. As fw my&lf, J have done my 
duty as a man> and a legiflator ; and I do k kill 
as a free and -indepandent writer. 


CHAP. LXXXVn. 

Of jrap DETHRONED RACE. 

Is it indeed the fame individual, crowned and 
confecral^ at Rheims* mounted on a raifed 
fiopring, furrounded by all the nobility kneeling 
at bis leet, hailed by a thoufand acclamations, 
adosed almoR as a ^pd> whpfe look, and voice, 
and geftwe, were as fo many orders ; he who was 
.furrounded with honours and enjoyments; in 
fitort, .(Separated as it were from the reft of man- 
kindii ia k re^ly the fame man whom .1 fee hand* 
led by fc^r of-tim executioner’s helpers, and his 
clothies./^pt with -violence j whole voice is 
the opijfe of the ^um, tied to a 
.^^i'.rfti^.ibiJggling. and fet^iving, fo ill pre- 
tb^. flroke of the guillptiue;»nhat he has 

not 
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not his neck> but the hinder part of his head, 
and the jaw, horribly diffevered? 

His blood flows : fhouts of joy from eighty 
thoufand armed men aflail my ears, and are re- 
peated along the quays. I fee the ftudents Of the 
Qaatre Nations lifting their .hats in the air. His 
blood flows: it is, who .(hail dip. the end of his 
finger in it, a pen, a fcrap of paper. One per- 
fon taftes it, and fays, “ It is devUi/lilyfalt'* An 
executioner on the edge of the fcaffold fells and* 
diftributes little packets of his hair ; the rope that 
bound him is purchafed ; every one cairies otf 
a little fragment of his clothes, or fome bloody 
veftige of this. tragical fcene. I faw the people 
filing off, holding by each other’s arms, laughing, 
and talking familiarly, as if they were returning 
home from a fete. 

There was no alteration in their countenances, 
and thofe have aflerted a falfehood who have 
Hated that a ftupor reigned through* the city. It 
was only ibme days after that reflexion, and a fort 
of raiftruftful fear of the future, call a cloud o^'er 
fome particular focieties. The day of punifliment 
made no impreflion : the theatres were open, the 
drinking-houfes on tife^de of the bloody fcene, 
emptied their cans as ufiral, and they cried 
and /tetits jiaus around the decapitated twy. 
He was placed like any othi^ -criminal in thewfi> 
ker-balket, carrietf' to th^ .Magdalen burying^ 
xrousid, where he received an amole ddfe'^of 

quick- 
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quick-lime, which fo calcined him, that it would 
be^idapoflible for all the gold of the potentates of 
Europe to form the leaft relick of his remains. 

The Minifter of Juftice announced and read) 
to hihi the fenteiice of death. It appears that. 
Louis the XVIth had fome hope even to the laft 
moment i for it is certain, that he flew into apaf- 
fion, and ftruggled with five or fix of the execu- 
tioners. He fpoke for forae little time, and pretty 
‘loud. 

It is p’etended that it was the player Duga- 
zon, who, without the intervention of Santerre, 
ordered, as if it were-^he command of the gene- 
ral, the beating of the drums. ]^eligion feems 
alfo to have afiifted the King in this horrible paf- 
fage from the throne to the fcaflFold, and the words 
of his confcffor .vifete fublime. . /<»« of St. 

ietiiSy afcend to heaven !'* 

From a certain point of view, thrones are only 
monticules, and the death of a king on a fcaffold 
is not one of thofe'. events which difturb phyfical 
order, or which can interrupt one of the leaft laws 
of nature, or the progrefs of things here below. 
Louis the XVIth might have died aftill mope pain- 
ful d^th j but men, in overturning an idol, re- 
matlr affrighted at the ..blows which they have 
given it, and we4re all more or lefs like the fta- 
tuary, who falls on his knees before his own 
wki 
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I can atteft, that five or fix days after the pu- 
hifhment, the ^ater part of the Legilkture who 
ha.d voted for death were affrighted at what they 
had done: They looked attach other With afttf- 
nifiiment, and felt a fort of inward fe^Rr^' which 
looked very much like repmtailce. Soraetinies 
they fought, fometimes they ihunned, thofe who 
had been of a contraiy opbbn, and whom they 
did not dare to interrogate. I remember very 
well that they 'met in groups,' whifpered to each 
other, and were embarraifed at ouf approach. , 

It is certain, that at this epocha an almoft. 
abfolute feparation took place between thofe who 
had and thofe who had not voted the death of 
the king. That enmities were inflamed, that ha- 
treds increafed, that open or concealed reproaches 
afiTumed a formidable afpeft } apd that,, in fliort, 
the punifliment of Louis the XVlth threatened 
all thofe who had been willing to fiive him from 
it.’ • ■ 

Thofe infolent and ralh menaces forced. us 
fometimes to fpeak thundering but tardy* truths. 
We kept no longer any terjns with men,. our 
equals, who dare^ to call us jiiufillanimoitS' beings. 
To infult us, to devote Us to the fury of the popu- 
lace, there was no longer ai^ thing ' conimon 
between ps, becaufe they could not forgiv|p us our 
opinion. Having made . the head of Louis iall, 
they were emboldent^ to caufe the heads of their 
colleagues to fall on the fame place. . It was a 

delirium 
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deliriuQi of fury, of vengeance, and of rage, and 
I believe they did much raOre from terror than 
froip repubjteanifm. 

I perceived that feveral of them felt^diiJep re- 
morfe, Defacy, a mild, Wodcft, and honeft man, 
deeply verfed in- died with grief. Alas! 
fttch are men I they 'are moved, drawn ignorantly 
in, give way to the»^(fioii8 of others, aiM dare 
not have any opinion of their own. There are 
few who know howto preferve any cdnfiftency 
of cbwafter,: when every thing threatens and 
(hakes around tham. 

Tlie Girondins were afflifted at -having made 
life of a ufelefs fineffe. They repented of the falfe 
ftep they had taken by their a^Jieal to the people^ 
and they faw that their adveifaries were meta- 
morphohng themfelves into tygers to devour 
them. They had not that courage which pre« 
vents and defies dangers, and believed in the in- 
formation, the Wifdo'm of the nation, and in its 
power to. rife in their favour. . The nation, unde- 
cided, and divided likewife with n^dft to this 
great eventi- knew.not whom to’ ac<^il or con- 
demn, and abandoned, alike to their own def- 
tiny, the different parties of the National Con- 
vention j waiting the refijlt with a fort of feconceiv- 
able apathy which was fhtal toltfelf. 

The Queen affurCdiy -enjoyed ndther the 
efteem nor affeHimi bt thi^^ublic. ^e reoent 
ftory of the neclkface,; her immoderate io# for 

the 
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the Empefor her broker, her fuppofed; hatred for 
France,^ did liot cohciliatai^he ,refpe£i of the 
people. They recollefiled her firftr arrival in tlie 
Court of Verfailles, which had 'been fignalized 
by.a tremendous burft of thunder, and three thou- 
fand unhappy people crulhed to, death, or ltifled in 
the place Louis Quinze, atnidil the rejoicings 
for her marriage, on the fame place which Ihe was 
one day to (lain with •h^>^ blood. She had rei^ 
dered herfelf ridiculous from playing .too often 
the a£lrefs, exhibiting her fon to the people, 
making him her Ihield, treating him as a king 
with a fort of gefture and movement borrowed 
from our tragedies, efpecially after ihe had fur- 
fiiflied calumny with arras from h«ar manners, her 
petulance, her nocturnal courfes, and that the 
people were accuftomed to regard the little prince 
as the fruit of her illicit amours. .Nothing was 
the fubjefl: of converfation J)Ut hjer exceffes : they 
were fuch, real or imaginary, that it was only at 
this epochal that they talked of a vice almoft un- 
known, which has- no name in our language, and 
whofe fcandal,f or rather excesfoof horror, her ex- 
ample feemed to wipe away.,^ . 

JHiftoiy will tell What precipitated the puniih- 
metit of the Queen.. I do the details, 

but 1 am perfuaded.that the Authors of the death 
of Louis the having their own exiftence 

threatened, braved die men^cp^ pf their chemiesi- 
and were delirous of making them believe, that 

• -they 



fo gredt 
large, 

tli^t ilht ywr,OQly done to.ihuQ WiiMvf cfaiy, to 
firike lutQ ttillii horror, wa$. often attributed to 
policy, ambition* and prof^nd wiles. What 
tends to prow this remark is, that the king’s Af- 
ter, who had no other crime than that of her 
birthjito fpeak the Janguage of the timef, was not 
* ^red, and that it is im|iQAible to . guefs at pie- 
fent what could have been ’the motives of fuch 
an execution. » . 

To.'heaw crowned heads, to bumble them, to 
render all reconcUiatimi impoffible, to attach the 
whole nation to the Revolution, by attaching it 
to its exedfes, was the end of thofe who refolved 
t^govemk; What .faved the .king’s daughter, 
idolized by her hither, whom (he iaw; .go to the 
fcaffold (whil^ (he was for a long time ignorant 
that her mother had ^undergone the. fame, fate), 
was lefs her youth than the confufed hope which 
Rpbefpierre . indulged of ...arriving, through her 
means, to. a rank which had thenmp.nsme, but to 
which he.and.his party wquld fbOt^^kove known 
how to have givep one* TbOj|djbJiid<is?pl and ths 
improbable were, at that |im^ (^i|^ted ^ as 
ordiusuy an^^toA^ things, - 

.^e t^>.t|t)o, 

merly belonged to the. prefumptiye hew' rpf the 
crown, had recehred ftomtho Conf^tu^J^j^^ 
Aflemhlyj.which determined the Iqtof the ||^he, 

the 
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the df Printe Rbyhl. Hfe InSis '^foh^ih , 

theTeittplej and there hiS mothiep, refutning the 

old etiquette df the cburt, and fi^earling Sttett^ 

nius/afie£ied td^ treat thb ehild With all the it> 

fpe61' due to l^^^narcIh H€ was coil^d^ed as 

Louis the XVHth in his family at 

(poor human pride!)- whilflf the rebefe' iii ItiS 

y endee pioclaiined hint' by this titlry an^ all ^eir 

a61s were made in his nathe. ' This child Was fix 

years and lome months old when the gates' of the 

Tenaple opened to receive him, and'were ftfdtdn 

him for ever. The commune had given him for a 

governor, inftitutor, and preceptor; a W^/Wi^med 

Simon. All his cate was to- unlearn him from' 1)e- 

* 

ing a king, or to ena£l the king. He taught him- 
to fwear, to curfe his father, to call his mother a 

f to fing the Carmagnole, and cry Five les 

Sans-culottes ! ^d what proved the. progrels of 
that new education, ^Was the part they made the 
child a£t on' I his mother’s trial. MihhteSf -were 
made of hi^ d^bjatations (nti^ftrous "ptOcd^er> 
bal — bufi^yi^iwijte there'-TneSneeiVabte at that 
time !).frti^Wfe&h tt'appehfed to refult-i^I (hiid- 
der whife linefr^that^Mwid Antoi- 

ttettd had.iiifr^pted 'td herToii thofei 

refourcesi wliich^flbeftlmiih^ did frot- peiriiiit'het to 
find & l^r |ii|^n.;‘''^t ihi#f Ufeirible'^: im^frition, 
Marie kii^nf^tM mc^ 

^ iat^fe dighity : ** it is 
riol'ib 'i and^lmOT'rtivoke mother pfefettt. 

"Let 
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soi 


Let them fay.if tliat be pofiible Md Qte wa* 
almoft fo^beated by gtief. . 

. Tbo child b^aroe as it were and died 

at the Temple in ccsifequence of^A icrophulous 
huinonr which jtie wahnat jiK^oned. 

iQonMi^eid intim.ately for jKye^and^irty years paft 
with the forgeon; who./f>peaed the body, I atteft 
that he Is uicapable of ilgning any odier thing 
&m th^ tratb.u . V- 

^The^two brothers of Louis the XVIth would 
haKft^fnit their hea,ds under the national razor 
(to make ufe of a term which was given to the 
In^ia^eidArttaientof'puniAiment}, but for their 
PnBMfice and , lucky .efcapc. Their neice was 
pmfeillpld tmly to ferve as an exchange to the de* 
pu^ea whom the ,bafe treafon of the infamous 
l^moari^ bad delivered to the enemy, and the 
head of Drouet in danger caufed that of the 
AtijAri^ Princefs to be refpe^od: no other name 


w^gfe^enrher. 

]^ft^ehh»rjthej^:»T| nor the day of 

her* 




■ of fim- 


plici^i;,^-;l^e fai&'dbhe^P?^ Gen- 






only by a 
ok let 

withojl’t® krm b^pi'en- 
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“ ing to you.” She had no carriage, but. was 
dragged in a cart like the wife of Roland, but 
the had not. her ftoioifm. The people faw her 
pafs with an indiflference which bordered on con- 
tempt, and which her condu6t had infpired. 
When file came oppofite the Palais Royal, Ihe 
could not fupprefs an emotion of indignation ‘. it 
was from this palace that had iffued her dreadful 
reverfes. She fainted on the fcafFold; thefpeftators 
were as tranquil as if it had been an ordinary vic- 
tim. There were neither infults, nor outrage, nor 
tears, nor regrets. 

It is faid that a Rufiian poet is making trage- 
dies on all thofc dethroned perfonages j but three 
thoufand years muftelapfe, or a greater diftance of 
leagues, to render noble and pathetic that which 
near, and under our eyes, infpired only flight and 
tranfitory emotions. 

But the fparkling Count d’ Artois, hare-brained 
young man, plunged in every fort of diffipation, 
whofe whole courfe of literature was the Pucelle 
of Voltaire, which he knew by heart. What does 
he fay, or think, of all thefe reverfes ? Did he 
fufpeft, when giveft ’tfp to every fort of pleafure, 
and believing that royalty \vlas inftituted' only to 
favour his tafles, and pay for them, what> to 
ufe.a trivial expreflion, was his ftar? Does he 
remembier the day when he made the tour of Pa- 
ris on librfeback, to vifit the gates throu^ which 
the troops were to enter to fack the city? Has 
VOL. I. X 'he 
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he forgotten the moment when the Freftch guards 
feemed to wait only for the w'ord of command to 
fire on the people, in order to ground their arms ? 
So much was he ellecmed and beloved ! 

What has he done beyond the Rhine ? . With 
what glory has he covered himfelf? What has 
he done for all this ariftocracy, of which he is 
the worthy chief? What indemnity will he offer 
to the Emigrants? Was it after his plan that 
the greater part of a corps was fent to deftruflion, 
and to be fliot at Quiberon? 

The principal caufe of the rt^ of the court was 
undoubtedly that Count d’Artois. His haugh- 
tinefs was difpleafing to every one : he had intro* 
ducediiito France thofe Englifli follies which me- 
tamorphofed odr princes into fo many jockeys; 
his prodigalities encouraged thofe of the Queen ; 
their intimacies were the fubjeft of cenfure; and 
their common dilapidations made it faid that the 
public treafure was given up to pillage. In faft, 
the revenues, of the Count d’Artois not being fuf- 
ficient for his.£xpences;thc.<kiag had often paid 
his debfs^ .which were coi^r^lly renewing, and 
be left many .millions at his departure. 

But it is to Ire obferved, that Mo^eiir^ who was 
as mcobomical as^ his 'brother was prodigal, was 
in' the habihof taking, in order to add to his ow'ni 
(lock, the o^uivalent of what M. d’Artoi^ receiv- 
ed toffee, dhiS’Cfbditors. 
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The old aunts of the king,, as if infpired with 
the fpirit of divination, infilled fo much on leava 
ing France, that at length they accomplilbed their 
purpofe. Arfelled Et fome leagues from Paris, 
they found the means of getting forward. It is 
very likely that the plan of decampment having 
been arranged for the whole of the royal family, 
they had only taken the firft Hep. They went to 
Rome, to vifit the Pope and Abbe Maury, the 
great inventor of cmigratIon< But whilft I am 
writing,, fee the Freach-trbops entering Rome at 
quick Heps, our |^Jdiers planting the three-colour- 
ed flag on the waHs of the capitol, and faying to 
the lliades of Cato, Bfutus, and Pompey, Rejoice, 
your republic is again reftitred! 

SuiHcient attention was not paid at the time' 
to the death of Choifeul, when he was going to 
be recalled to the minillry, or rather to be the foie 
minifler. This event deprived the vampire call 
of a jealous and Ikilful protefltor.- . He would 
have fupported the ariftocracy, and if the qobles 
have dared to threEten our frontiers, unite tbem- 
felves with Leopold |and Francis the &cond 
arm themfelvcs agak^, the country with facrilcgi- 
ous fteelj raife troops j treat with fordgn powders j 
give to one of their accomplices the title of. 
of the kingdom j what w'ould ^they not have' done, 
having for king a Choifeul, whojwould;have fub- 
jefled tbe’monarch to thcm?« 

W9 
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We moft allow that Verfailles, which wanted 
to make the counter poife, was become the fport of 
Paris ; but ipiagination can fcarcely figure toitfelf 
the ridiculous gaiety^ -the turbulence, the intoxi- 
cated buffoonery of the Parifians going to court to 
fetch the baker, the" baker’s wife, and the baker’s 
little boy, which was the name given to the royal 
family. Two hundred thoufand men on the road, 
laughing, brawling, , dancing, hallooingj calling- 
out, They are bringing him. Every foldier holding- 
under his arms a girl of the town, the haranguers 
feated on the cannon, others putli^igon theirheads 
the. grenadier’s, caps, veffels of wine near pow- 
der barrels, green branches ftuck on the fire-locks, 
fliouts, cries, clamours, thfe image of the ancient 
Saturnalia > nothing can paint this proceffion 
which accompanied the monarch. Never w^as 
King Ix>g fo tumbled about in the frog-pond, 
the nobles, hidden in the crowd, animated this 
tumult, and enjoyed the confufion of the chief 
whom they hoped fooji to replace. 

It was -the fame when he was brought back 
from Varennes ; it feemed the inftitution of an 
annual' .feffival to make merry at the exjpence of 
the court. The , Parifian, according to his own 
expreffion, rnade a farce of thofe flimul'.uqus days, 
in which extreme licence wore fuch a chara£ler 
of originality- and folly, that it would .be. difficult 
to give it a name; Any one. would liave.fup- 
pofed it. a king, of draw or wicker-work, which 

the 
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Itlie ttiob .was parading, inilead of a defcendant of 
Louis the XIVth. The fpeH 'tvas entirely brokenj 
and as there was not the leaft lliadow of fefpefl:, 
it was nothing more than a pleafant day of, riot 
araidft the moft folemn political events. Terrible 
gaiety of the Parifians ! more dangeiDus than their 
fury. The mobbilh familiarity which embraced 
the baker and the baker’s little boy, did more for 
the Revolution than the pikes, the fcytlres, and 
bill-hooks ftuck on the end of long flicks^ Ari- 
ilotle has defined man a laughing animal, but no 
one can imagine to what point he is, or may be- 
come fo, unlefs he has feen tbofe facetious feenes, 
thofe burlefque conceptions, thofe fantaftic. deli- 
riums of extravagance, which announced a people 
fuddenly let loofe, and willing to make up in a« 
day for the piinful reftraiht under which they 
had languiflicd for fo many ages; and I may 
be credited in afferting,. that all the fpeSators, 
as if they were aftoniflied at fome extraordinary 
novelty, partook of the tumultuoiis joy of the mul- 
titude. Was Moraus bufy then ' in fhaking his 
bells througfjout this ^ttnmenfe city ? At the 
theatre, the farce, dt^es after the , tragedyj but 
here the .tragical feenes were j^eceded by the 
farce. ’ . ■ • , 

In this manner thfe fall of the royal familyiwas. 
brought about by a dmwd of accdflary. circum- 
ftanceis a^ptefeht forgotten, but ;W%h 

the 
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the hiftorian that the greateft cataftrophcs do not' 
take place from a fingle blow. 

What an epocha refults from hence for future 
generations ! our viftorious arras have revived the 
Roman republics. The- King’s aunts, who had 
taken refuge at the Vatican as a fure, a tranquil 
afylum, are forced to fly; the coalition of kings 
is puniflicd in the papal idol; it lofes its throne, 
which contrafted fo ludicroufly with that of the 
Cagfars ; the old diftributer of crowns- has no lon- 
ger one for himfelf. Hiis . reverend juggler, to 
whom fuperftition and credulity offered incenfe, 
the ihover of the troubles of the world, who di- 
vided at the fame time empires and families, au- 
thor of fo pany evils committed in the name of 
♦religion, alternately perfidious, cruel, cunning; 
the eternal enemy of increafing light, the impu- 
dent vender of indulgences, the Pope, fees his 
power diffolved by contempt. His cardinals are 
the firft to chant the hymn which celebrates Rome 
reflored to its ancient liberty. Rife from, your 
tombs, ye great, who have formed the glory of 
the capitol. They are Frenchmen ^hore-eftablith 
your confuls, they , regenerate the nations who 
wifh to be their friends, and in every p|acc where 
humanity (hall require the deftruftioo of defpotic 
power, of. that rnonftroils pdwer iirhich- is injuri- 
ous to the dignity of mtfn. Every w'here he will 
■ find armies of French ‘citizens, wlio, proud of this 
title;^' will be'anxious ^9 ski him to found • or re- 
build 
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build the altars of liberty. . The fate of the Court 
of Rome will be that of all dcfpotic courts j and 
the foldiers of other nations, when the moment 
for abandoning the proud defpots who reign 
by their crimes, fliall arrive, will a£l the part of 
the Pope’s foldiers. 


CHAP. LXXXVIII. 

BALLS A LA VICTIME. 

Twenty-three theatres, eighteen hundred 
balls opened every day : this is what compofes 
the evening’s amufement. 

Here lighted luftrcs reflefl their fplendor on 
beauties dreffed a la Cleopre, d la Diane, d la 
Ffyche ; there, a fmoky lamp flieds its oily, beams 
on a troop of waflierwomen, who dance in wooden 
ftioes, with their mufcadins, to the noife of fome 
foiTy.fcraper.- I know not whether the firft of 
thefe dancers have any great affeftion for the re- 
publican forms, of the Grecian governments, bi^ 
they have modelled the form of their drefs after 
that of Afpaha j bare arms, naked breads, feet!:jl^^ 
wi th faudals, hair turned in trelTes around their heads 
by modlfli hair-dreflers, who ftucly. the antique 
bulls. Cuefs where are the pockets of tU^ dan- 

■ cers? 
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cers ? They have none : they ftick their fan in 
their belt, and lodge in their bofom a flight purfe 
of morocco leather, in which are a few fpare 
guineas. As to the ignoble handkerchief, it is in 
the pocket of Come courtier, to whom they addrefs 
themfelves in cafe of need. 

The fliift has long fmee been banilhed, as it 
feemed only to fpoil the contours of nature ; and 
befides, it was an inconvenient part of drefs, and 
the flefli-coloured, knit-work, filk flays, which 
ftuck clofe to the body, did not leave the behol- 
der to divine, but perceive every fecrct charm. 
This is what was called being drefled a la fativage, 
and the women drefled in . this manner during a 
rigorous wipter, in fpite of froft and fnow. 

And while an hundred tables offer trees bend- 
ing under fruit df every feafon, fruits in ice, while 
fountains pour in abundance orgeat, lemonade, 
Jiqueors, the poor flock-holder fells by piece-meal 
firft his ornamental pieces of furniture, and after- 
wards the piece ,moft in ufe. . 

Who would fuppofe, in feeing thefe brilliant 
rooms, and thefe women with naked feet, and 
whofe toes are all adorned with diamonds, that 
Ijj^e have but juft’efcaped from .the reign of ter- 
rcE" ? So many thoufands of men who have fallen 
under it leave no traces; and even- regrets for the 
old regime, if they are ever heard, are become fo 
hackneyed, and ariflocracifm is defeended fo low, 
that noone carries any longer thefe fans deseteroufly 
‘z flrewed 
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flrcwed with fiowcrs-de-luce, nor thofe myfterious 
fnufF and .comfit boxes, which, by a fecret fpring, 
difcovered the profcribed infignia of royalty. The 
balls a la viffime, which I ought not to pafs by 
without mentioning, are no longer talked of but 
as a frolickfomc amufement. 

Will pofterity believe, that perfons, whofe rela- 
tions had periflied on the fcaffold, had inftituted 
not days of folemn affliction, and common comme- 
moration, in which, clothed in mourning, they 
fliould have manifefted their grief for Ioffes fo re- 
cent and fo cruel, but days of dancing. Where 
nothing was feen but the valfe, and joyous eating 
and drinking? To be admitted to the feaft, it 
was neceffary to exhibit a certificate, ftating that 
the candidate had loft a father, a mother, a huf- 
band, a wife, a brother,, a fitter, by the guillotine. 
The death of collateral relations did not give the 
■right of admiflion to this amufement. Was it 
Holbein’s Dance of Death which infpired fuch an 
idea? And why, amidft the noife of violins, did we 
not fee a dance of headlefs fpeftres ? 

Vain efforts of ariftocracy to form new cabals 1 
Every thing which bears the ftamp of fanaticifm, 
or of extravagant inftitutions; vaniflt as cjuickly. 
away. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LX:XXIX. 

BAGATELLE. . 

This name reminds us of the country-feat of 
the Count d’Artois, who has taken refuge at 
Edinburgh, in an old and gothic palace ; but fo 
far convenient, as it is an afylum againft impri- 
fonment for debts ; and the ci-devant prince con- 
fines himfelf there, to avoid the purfuit of his 
creditors. 

It is a fort of fpeculation to rent a houfe which 
recals royal ideas j there they make illumina- 
tions, let off Iky-rockets and other fireworks, 
while the explofion of bombs, the crufli of en- 
chanted palaces, form the image of the fall of 
the great, who, in the fame place, -were furround- 
ed with every pleafure, but with which they ne- 
ver indulged the public. 

The Elyfce Bourbon, is alfo the fccne of thefe 
illuminations and fireworks ; and for three livres 
you purchafe the privilege of treading, with* the 
multitude, thofe magnificent gardens, which 
were never entered but when vifited by the 
friends or the flatterers of the prince. 

This is not a little regale for the ertemy of the 
old regSmci for the ftern republican, and even 

for 
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the philofopher, who remembers the infolent 
pride of thefe princes, and their contempt for 
merit and virtue. 

Bagatelle recals a crowd of ideas, which are 
not to the glory of its antient poflelTor j but as 
he had the power at that time of difpofing of 
benefices, he was fang by the Abbe Delille, the 
paradift of Virgil ; who alfo made verfes to repay 
the favours he had obtained, or thofe he folicited. 
Poets, muficians, venders of found and fmoke ! 
no, you do not beftow immortality ; you fome- 
times only confecrate a fhameful celebrity. The 
interefied mufe of the . Abbe Delille has made 
the Count d’Artois ftill more dwarfifh than he 
was, although the Abbe Delille calls him his 
mailer, and almoll a fecond Augullus, 


CHAP. XC. 

ASSIGNATS. 

Amidst fo many extraordinary things, paper- 
money undoubtedly holds the firft rank. It was 
created by neceffity, as we throw a wooden 
bridge over a foaming flood; and as we muft 
pafs over the tremhiing bridge, w^e pafs with ouf 
eyes Ihut. 


There 
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There never was a more bold conception j it 
was followed by that law, not lefs aflonifhing, 
which : -fixed the price of commodities, and mer- 
chandize, The maximum fuflained theailignats, 
and gave them life and motum. The moft rapid 
circulation was eilablifhed ; it was already cal- 
culated, that there was twice too many aihgnats 
in circulation, but the aflignats iUil kept up ; to 
kill the paper money, it was neceffary, if I may 
ufe the expreflion, to.wifli to kill it, and even to 
killit with heartfelt plBafure ; an emiffion, ftill 
more extravagant, was neceffary to give it a mor- 
tal wound. But it preferved its vital, vivacious 
charafter, even in the agony of death. 

The affignat made as many traders as there 
were men 5 no article of trade was ftagnant 5 
every objeft had its value j the ups and downs 
performed the fame operation in the body politic, 
as the motion of the fyftole, and the diaftolc, in 
the human body. 

And to follow up my firtt coraparifoii ; in de- 
fault of a bridge of ftone, the bridge of wood, 
though menacing ruin, ferved as a paffage for us 
over the abyfs opened to fwaiiow us up. 

Singular and aftonifliing experiment ! '•'"‘We 
make every thing of men, when v e know how 
to command them j let us rccolleft, that this fign 
was neceffary at' the time, that it has confounded 
all timid reafonings; that it has ddne wonders, 
that it has created the means, ihultip^ed the rc- 

fourccs. 
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fources, liiftained the arrows, and^'' 
thoqfand tiroes to vifitory ^ it has ^ade^tiel 
volution -j gained liberty, founded=’li§^'i|^uliKcK> v 
and would ftill have lived, if the iboil depforable 
folly had not ftupidly modified this vigorous cre- 
ation. The mandat ‘ was the" operation of a 
tjuack, who wanted to teach how to hide a ball; 
the mandat dcftroydd that magic which prefides 
over every government^ the thing in the world 
into which the moft of what we call magic en- 
ters, to diftinguilh a multitude of eficfts whofe 
eaufe is fecret, and invifible: the caufe once 
known, every thing ceumbles away. 

I confider the annihilation of, the aflignat 
as a moft diihonourable fault in the Convention- 
and the moft contrary to that bold, and fomc- 
times daring fyftem, which, prepared fo many 
iriumphs. An evcrlafting contempt ought to be 
annexed to that Committee of Finances, which 
broke the charm, and ftupidly fubftituted one 
paper for another ; this was ordering irreparable 
evils, and it is moft aftonilhing that the nation 
refifted this terrible back-ftroke, and that the 
fudden paflage from paper to money was not 
marked by any other calamities than the rpin of 
a few individuals. 

, The aftignat. was a tax which would have 
been refuted to 'government, and the moft ex- 
tenfivc tax imaginable, paid without conftraint, 
without obftaclc ; it ordered facrifices, which 


are 
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are become, if I may ufe the expreffion, volun- 
tary j fo much were we comforted, fo much do 
we comfort ourfelvcs at the moment I write, for 
thofe recent Ioffes. 

We are come to a better order of things, 
thofe who have gained laugh at thofe who have 
loft ; and after the drawing of this great lottery, 
I think I perceive that vve ftiould not be forry to 
fee it drawn anew. But blows fo extraordinary 
are not ftruck twice at the fame moment. We 
muft take time for the mind to cool after thofe 
days of folly, force, illufion, and greatnefs j and 
to produce the fame efiefts, we fliould find again 
the fecret of terror which reigned at that time. 
In jJolitics, each day has its pbyfiOgnomy, we do 
not proceed, we cannot proceed, but in keeping 
pace with events, and as events never perfeftly 
refcmble each other, the operations of govern- 
ment ought alfo to be as different, as multiplied, 
as the events themfelves. This is what reduces 
the fcenc of politics to ftrokes more or lefs dar- 
ing, when ftruck aprojios. 

1 am far from thinking that forms of govern- 
ment are indifferent. Without doubt there are 
fome.more analogous than others tn't^e manners, 
the habitudes of R nation i there ere*fome more 
favourable to the difplay of the human faculties.; 
there are fi>m€''more fitted to dffix durability on 
inftitutions, permanence btt.laws, aftion on the 
executive power, folidity oii the whole. But in 

fine, 
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fine, a government is fufceptible of an Infinity of 
modifications, and ought to obey the Irrcfiftible 
courfe of events : the affignat has proved this ; 
and we fliall fee the aflignat hereafter in another 
form when neceflity (hall require it. Paper mo- 
ney has created in every ftage a fpirit of fpecu- 
lation, which had its comic fide. Eje-nuns traf- 
ficked in light-haired perriwigs ; fuch a one fold 
men’s fhocs, a green-woman made twenty thou- 
fand llvres a day, with which fiie garniflied her 
porte-fcaille ; imagination was loft in regions of 
imaginary riches, every man metamorphofed into 
a trader, fpoke only of millions, and the moft 
trivial purchafe had the air of an important tranf- 
action. Jobbers of every kind paraded their 
fampics from houfe to houfe, with the dignified 
ftrut of a capatilift, offering you candles and neck 
handkerchiefs. But what was remarkable was, 
that the man of underftanding kept his aflignats, 
whilft the fool difpofed of his ; the fool combined 
better ; lefs enthufiaftic at the fiflitious augmen- 
tation of his riches, he laid them out in merchan- 
dize, which he ‘ accumulated, knowing that it 
would always have its price. 

Thofe induftrious traders, thofe dexterous fe- 
male ‘ fpeculators, tormented by the defire of 
gaining, and gliding thcrofolves every where, 
formed a wide contrail with thofe unfortunate 
females, who heretofore enjoying all the fw.eets 
which rank or fortune could procure, were re- 
duced 
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duce4 to live by the labour of their hands. A 
marchiopefs became a milliner, a countefs boafted 
of her talents for mantua-making, others reduced 
to mendicity, difguifed their humiliating fituation, 
by offering you the rcfource of their pencils, 
their brufhesi their piano-forte; poor talents! 
which they, had acquired only as the finilhing of 
a perfefcl education. But how remote were they 
either from the drawing-room, or the brilliant 
bondoir, where thofo talents received their due 
offerings of incenfe ! flatterers were nt> longer 
there ; the enriched man, who paid, made them 
feel fcv'crely the imperfeftion of the portrait, or 
piece of mufic ; and after having fo long receiv- 
ed the hdmage of battery, they heard the rude 
expreflions of truth. Some. dilTeniblcd their 
pain ; others waited till they .returned back to 
their garret, to moiften with their tears the cruft 
which they had obtained. 

A volume would fcarcely fuffice to detail the 
contra^s which the Revolution has produced, 
but what we law’ during the reign ’of paper mo- 
ney, was at the fame time the moft ftrange, and 
moll melancholy. The following is a well- 
known fa6t. An emigrant orders fr<^ an en- 
graver of London a plate for, Ix’fe ailignats. 
Whilft it was engjttving, the a^gnats were fup- 
prefled in. France ; he refofes to, pay for the 
plate, the engraver brings an aSipn againft him. 
The judge. admits, at firft, that the counterfeiting;^ 

. our 
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our affignats was a thing of natural right, fince 
Wolf had even decided, that a poifbned arrow 
might be made ufe of to deftroy an enemy. In 
fliort, the emigrant was condemned to pay the 
engraver. , , 


CHAP, XCf. 

CI-DEVANT ACADEMICIANS. 

They marched almoft all imder the ftandard of 
Voltaire; they repeated his phrafes, as if they 
W'ere thofe of an oracle j it was w’ho. fliould de- 
claim againft the. Chriftian religion. All their 
letters concluded, like thofe of their unbelieving 
mafter, by this catch-vvord ; ierdfez fiu/dme. 
D’Alembert was overjoyed, when in fome crook- 
ed twitted phrafes he had thrown out a few far- 
cafms againtt prietts, and wdrfljip. Marmontel 
was almott another Calvin for fome chapters of 
his Belifarius. All the Academicians, in fhort, 
attacked under covert both the clergy and the 
altar, and even the court, all except the Grandi 
Seigneurs t who invited them to' dinner. 

Tliere were no fulfome praifes which were not 
lavifhed on the Duke of Nivemois, for his mifer- 
able little fables, which he drew ou.t.with difore- 
voL. I. Y tion 
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tion one year after another j they called his Jior/s'- 
feiiiile a vafe of precious incenfe, which was to 
be burnt only on high days, and at diftant inter- 
vals. Never was meannefs inherent in talent 
more exemplified than in this company^ compofed 
of .intrepid flatterers, and impudent detractors, 
according to perfons, time, and place. They 
were a hundred thoufand paces from genius, in- 
vention, and eloquence ; and with their verfos 
and their academical difeourfes, they would have 
made us fall back into infancy, if fome vigorous 
fatyrical ftrokes had not feourged their lliamelefs 
vanity, and refilled their abfurd pretenfions. 
There was not amongft them a Angle name 
which pafled the ftature of mediocrity, or the or- 
dinary ftature. They fell, (to ufe a proverbial 
expreffion), like capuchins of cards, without any 
perfon giving them the leaft attention, and I 
yielded to the prpfound conviftion of their abfo- 
lute nullity, and of the danger which they di^ to 
true talents, by giving my voice in the Committee 
of Public Inftrufclion, for their fpeedy dilTolution. 
That hour marked the fetting of pedantry, and 
the dawn of literary liberty. 

After the Revolution, thofe lairc men, who 
had been continually whetting timid epigrams 
agalnd the tiara, the mitre, the band, and fur- 
plice, took it into their heads to talk to us of the 
religion of our fathers, pupils of Voltaire, their lips, 
famiiiarifed with his blaf[)hcmics, fpokc of holy 
' ’ 2 things. 
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things, and thought they could trahsform the tri* 
bunc into an evangelical pulpit. At this incre- 
dible dlffonance every dne laughed} and confi* 
dcred it not as hypocrify, but impertinence, aca- 
demical pride'^badly fubdued ; an efFeft of that 
abfurd arrogance, which had its fource at the 
Louvre, fince it was imagined that what emanat- 
ed from thence had more force, and greater 
weight, than what w as faid elfewhere. 

The ci-devant academicians never ceafed re- 
peating, that the ruin of- the French academy 
was the univerfal eclipfe ! Their laughable folly 
had not however fufficient charadler to give more 
than one day’s amufement to a rational perfon. 

What is then that miferable fpirit w’hich ani- 
mates three-fourths of men of letters, that lives 
on trifles, feeds on things entirely ufelefs, difputes 
about nothings, weighs the legs of flies, is a 
flranger to every thing Jolty, great, or new'? 
There are men with whom I would wilh that no' 
one ever had difputed, and whom no one flioukl 
anfwer, fo modified are they for error and folly. 
A ci-devant academician is affuredly of this num- 
ber, and I apply it both to the French Academ}', 
and the Academy of Belles Lettres. 

The academicians of. the Academy of Sciences 
have remained the fame, always ufeful, always 
dear to the country, always honoured in the 
public opinion. When they faw they Were fall- 
ing, they made ufe of addrefs, they fluck to the 

Y 2 firma- 
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firmament, and under pretence of racafuring tlie 
arch of the meridian, for the perfeftion of weights 
and, meafures, they.preferved thejr penfions and 
falaries ; and placed a great importance in the 
confe£lion of the Metre, Kilometre, &c. I be- 
lieve, in my foul and confcience, that there is 
fome quackery in all' this? that th6 bafis is nc- 
ceflarily faulty, that vre fbould not go fo far in 
fearch of what might be' found fo near. I think 
that the folly of this vaft and expetifive operation 
will be difcovered, and avowed. I think that it 
will be long, difficult, painful, perhaps danger- 
ous, to caiife all thofe hew meafures to be adopt- 
ed. I am afraid that the mathematicians, who 
have not yet troubled the world, will trouble it 
at laft, .and that their turn will come. But geo- 
metry has rendered fuch great fervices, that we 
may pardon geometricians that ejpieglme, which 
was not without its value to them ; provided, 
neverthelefs, that they do not take it ill, that we 
meafure an ell of ribband after our old mode, and 
every onens he likes. '■ 

It appears to me, that, the Citizen Panfton has 
told them fome very juft and very reafonable 
things ; and I think that the government, taking 
a wife medium, flioiild not muke a. political dog- 
ma, or a coercitive' law of d geometrical hobby- 
horfe, which would’ be afting, not reafoning, geo- 
metrically. ‘ 


CHAP. 
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chap, XCII. 

THE DISASTROUS DAY. 

Where fliall we find, tears, grief, or repent- 
ance enough to mark the mourning for the 31ft 
of May, Let it be deep, let it be univerfal, may 
its authors be devoted to public execration ! 

Till that day . the Convention, which founded 
the republic, the fpirit of the Convention was ex- 
cellent, till that day the Anarchifts had been re- 
lifted, reprefled, enchained. Every thing went on 
in the fenfe of the republic ; its genius prefided 
,over every great enterprize. Its laws were good, 
the armies were good j and was it not at the mo- 
ment of the cftablifcment, and of the danger of 
'the republic, that the Convention, ftill preferving 
in itsaffcrably jill the writers, all the perfonages, 
who had diftinguiflied themfelves by writings 
ufeful to morality and to liberty, created fourteen 
armies to defend France on every point, to attack, 
to beat the enemy on every point. TheXJonven- 
tiqn in that moment important for mankind, ex- 
cited t^ie enthufiafra of the nation, vyhen it raifed 
itfelf in mafs at the voice pf thofe eloquent ora- 
tors and patriotic writers. But it was on the 
day after the 3 ift that it loft its courage, the .wif- 
dom of its deliberations 5 and, oppreffed, de- 
graded 
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graded, and vanquiflied by a band of ruffians, 
we faw it difmember itfelf, in order to deliver 
over to profcription, to prifons, and the fcaffold, 
its moft generous and pureft .members, and who 
were moft fitted to pionounce the' woM of li- 
berty. ‘ 

From that time a bJoody crape covered all its 
operations ;• it W'as widowed by great men. It 
refumed its force and energy only on the triumph 
of Venderaiaire,' when it was neceflary to conquer 
for the cftablilhment of the conftitution. And 
who made this wife conftitution ? Principally the 
de'puties who were imbued with the fpirit of the 
Revolution from its origin, and. of the Conven- 
tion, when it was feated on a conftitutional bafis j 
thofe who fqught in the breach on the 31ft of* 
May, and whom Providence has preferved 5 who, 
Ihewing the marks of their fetters, have main- 
tained the dignity, liberty,, and gfcry of the nation 
in giving to the Conftitution‘'of the Third Year 
that Ample and vigotous form which aftoniflies 
the thought of man, of civilized man, and makes 
him thank the Supreme Being for the hew exift- 
cnce which he has received under its aufpices. 

Martyrs of the 31 ft of May ! Your names will 
be revered by the moft diftant poflerity. > Thofe 
who were called your accomplices are the foun- 
ders of the republic; the^ lift up to heaven 
hands that are pure; and, after having conceived 
and retihzcd every great and ufeful idea which 

oustht 
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ought to change and ameliorate the lot of man, 
and which humanity claimed. Strangers, during 
their exile or their captivity, to all the extrava* 
gances, all the cruelties, all thfe barbarous follies 
committed when their voice was ftifled, they com- 
bine the day of their re-entry with that of their 
departure, and they have the right to fay, — ^AH 
that interval is mire and blood, — all this fpace 
of darknefs and crimes belongs not. to us. And 
ye, who dare call yourfelves republicans, and who 
have feen fix thoufand heads lopped off without 
fpcaking a fingle word, aiid without having loft 
one quarter of an hour’s fleep ; (hew, (hew us the 
print of the chains of the 3 1 ft of May t No, they 
only who wore them can like to call themfelves 
innocent. 

This is the point of view which ye would with 
to conceal, and which the impartial hiftorian 
will feize, in order to paint that difaftrous day 
to which we may apply that line of Racine : CotH- 
nient en uti filomb vil, lor pur ^ il change ? 

When I fpeak of the Sift of May, I join 
with it the following days. Undoubtedly the 
Parifian. people in infurreftion were not in a 
fituation to judge what was palTing ; but this 
formidable mafs joined in the fame idea, which 
was to make the Convention obedient to the 
chiefs of the mob, who changed their names, bui 
who had their views either in hatred, or, in the 

roilcrablt. 
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Uiiferable ambition of poffefling fome ftrips of 
>|)ower, in order to give themfelves up with impu- 
nity to robbery and plunder. 

It is remarkable with what facility and what 
difpatch they armed this immenfe population. 
It is in thofe hurricanes of a fa£tious and unexpe- 
rienced multitude that the fa6tious have fuccef- 
fively founded their empire. The Henriots, the 
Ronlins, 8cc. have had on certain days as many 
and more foldiers than either Alexander or 
jCsfar. Whole battalions iflued from a Angle 
fireet j and this people, fo long time peaceable, 
became at once warlike, and Ihewed themfelves 
no longer but in arms. This leading difpolition, 
in fliort, tended continually in forming themfelves 
into militia. » 

The cannon of Vendemiaire has corre£led this 
inclination of the Parifians towards partial infur- 
re£lions. They have reflefted, that they were the 
dupes or the viftims of certain leaders, who, after 
having precipitated them into danger, abandoned 
them with a cowardice truly academical. From 
that day the Parifians are a little deaf to the cun- 
ning or perfidious voice which would .perfuade 
them to rife In irifurreftlon •, and there is every 
appearance, that if the govcrnmer.t be a little 
firm, they will not expofe themfelves to carry the 
firelock and pike into political difeuffions, and 
that they will no longer mingle with the feftion- 
orators, and with to govern the governors. 


The 
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The Anarchifts, the Antonelles, the Robert 
Lihdet’s, will call them poltroons, but they will 
be wife enough toliften no longer to the enemies 
of their repofe and their happincfs. 

1 return always to my favourite expreflion, 
Paris is the Gtdngette 'of Europe ; but if you fight at 
the guinguette, no one will go to ahiufe hirnfelf, 
and all the artifts and artizans of pleafure, of 
fhows, and good cheer, will be ruined. 

Alas! if the good Parifians had believed me 
in Vendemiaire 1 This is the placard which I 
addrefled to them eleyen days before the canno- 
nade which royalifm braved, and by which it was 
diflblved in thirty minutes. 


MERClERy 
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MERCIM, 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE, 

TO THE PARISIANS. 

. ‘*0 Parisians! Permit a man, born within 
your walls, and >vho loves you, to addrefs to you 
a few fraternal counfejs. 

I have been reprefented as your enemy, while 
I was affli£led at your conduct, wept over your 
errors^ and lamenting the evils which you are 
preparing for yourfelves. I have fppken to you 
ftcrn truths, for I have for a long time accuftomed 
myfelf to difguife nothing. I combatted defpotifnj^ 
in the day of its triumph, in thofe days in which the 
courageous man could expe£t, or received for his 
devotednefs nothing but Baftilles, exile, or death. 
I fliall not be accufedof having flattered the great, of 
having negle£lcd the interefts of the weak or op- 
preflfed. If calumny or petulance continue to di- 
re£t againfl; me new perfecutions, they fhall not 
at lead take froni me that tranquillity which is in- 
fpired by a good confcience j if “my countrymen 
mifled, do injuftice to my intentions, if they dif- 
fer me to be infulted, and anew calumniated, I 
fhall confolc myfelf by the idea of the futvire, in 
which the man who has performed his duties will 

find 
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iind a cotnpenfation for his laboui 
reward of his facrifidOs. 1 have<:^t< 
enlighten you with refpdp: to 
refpea to the projeaoftho^'iaaio]|^^iftn«»Tn 
you liften to with too mu<^ 
who lead you aftray. I havfe fpoken an Wftere 
language, to which you are not yet accuftomed. 
The flatterers of kings make tyrants of them ; the 
flatterers of the people draw them on to the brink 
of the abyfs, into which they always pufli them 
headlong. Robefpierre flattered you ; and refleft 
at prefent into what degradation he plunged you. 
The Jacobins flattered you, they talked to you 
continually of your fuprcmacy, of your virtues, 
while they endeavoured to aflbeiate you with 
their crimes. Robefpierre is fallen, the Jacobins 
exift no longer, but new men are rifing againfl 
you, and alike are confpiring your ruin. Who 
are the men who are continually agitating them- 
felves within your walls, who are fcaling the 
tribunes of your aflemblies ? Hirelings of foreign- 
ers, old valets of kings, vile ftock-jobbers, who 
arc endeavouring to prolong diforders, that they 
might be enabled to continue their pillage with 
impunity. A few ex-academicians, vain and fu- 
tile men, for ever employed about their own pri- 
vate intereft, abounding in captious phrafes, and 
barren in open and loyal a£ls : after having been 
deceived, fo often milled, will you fuffer your- 
felvcs to be ftiU deceived? Unfortunate Pari- 

• flans ' 
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ilans ! never can we wonder enough at your ftu* 
pid credulity I O unhappy Parifians ! Can we 
help lamenting your fate? . Thpfe who domi- 
nated over you laft year appeared to with for the 
detiruflion of all thrones, in order to confolidate 
.their own tyranny. Thofe who miflead you at 
pfefent are the friends, the defenders of kings j 
they are endeavouring to raife up that throne 
which yOur hands have thrown down in thofe 
days of glory which you now feem anxious to have 
forgotten. . 

But have yourefleftedferioully on the horrible 
lot which is prepared for you, if they Ihould fuc- 
cecd ? Rcfleft, that all tyrants have a common 
caufe to maintain j that they form in fome fort a 
feparate family, hoftile to the great family of man- 
kind. Louis theXVIhh or XVUIth will never 
pardon yotf for having invefted the palace of 
Louis the XVIth, for having fuffcred. him to be 
led to the fcaffold. You would foon fee your 
walls inundated with foreign phalanxes, who 
would divide your fpoils, and bathe thcmfclves 
in your blood. If, as we hope, the projefts of 
your enemies, 'and our own are nftt effeftuated, 
would your delliny be ameliorated, if .by. your 
divifions, by your attempts againft*tb-- mandato- 
ries of thp.people, you put at a di^iariQC the re- 
turn, of, that ,peace afte^. .whi^h^the ^hole of 
France is afpirjng? . .What !, jhave you potjp fear 
the. juft refentment of the departipcnts?^^ ,L.ifteri 

, . ■ to 
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to thofe energetic addrefles which the Convention' 
is every day receivirig, they^ nb longer treat you 
as the brave Parifians, the defenders, the fupport- 
ers' of public liberty. There were certain days 
when you have deferved thofe titles, but thofe 
glorious days are [Ihft. They corifider you as no- 
thing more than turbulent revolters, tumultuous 
madihen, vile flaves who arc looking for a maf- 
tcr. You flatter yourfelves, perhaps, that }'our 
anarchical excefles may remain unpunilhedl The 
3 i ft of May undoubtedly ought to have put the 
whole of France in infurrcQion, republican pha- 
lanxes ought to* have poured in from the north 
and the fouth to defend thofe generous men whom 
ye abandoned, or whom ye aided to opprefs. 
They did not do it, but let not their paft inaQiion 
be any fecurity to you for the futiite ; the times 
are changed, misfortunes arid forrowful leflbns 
of experience enlighten meri. The 'inhabitants 
of the departments have perceived the error 
which they coriiriiitted in fuffering’ their riioft zea- 
lous defenders to be facrificed j that error they 
have cruelly expiated. They will no longer ex- 
pofe thcrafelves by a co'wardly complaifance to 
new misfortunes. Befides, in 1793, public opi- 
niori was paliied, tyranny had dilf^minated through 
every canton its numerous emiflaries, terror had 
ftified the voice of the virtuous man, crime alone 
was liftened to. At prefent, the friends of li: 
berty may lift up njajcftically their heads. By en- 
lightening 
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lightening their fellow-citizens, they have no lon- 
ger to fear either profcription or death. Liberty 
of opinion exiftSi it exifts even for impudent liars, 
for wretches who are abufing you ; and if the 
departments league againft you, or abandon you 
to yourfelves, what will be ydhr fituation ? Re-, 
flcft, that it is not within your walls that thofe har- 
veils grow which feed you, that produce w’hich 
keeps alive your induftry. Refle£l, that it is not 
on the banks of the Seine that thofe veffels anchor 
which waft to Europe the riches of the reft of the 
world. Reflefil, that you have need of the afliftancc 
of the inhabllants of the other cantons of France, 
and that they have no need of you. 

“You want tranquillity and peace, to recal 
amidft you induftry, the arts, the fciences, which 
our favage Vandals have banilhed. ’ Can your 
city recover its former fplendor ? What do I fay? 
She may acquire a fplendor much more folid and 
honourable. Formerly you were indebted for 
the magnificence which flione within your walls 
to the vices of the great, the corruption of the 
court, and the mifery of the provinces j all the 
• oppreffors of the people came to confume amidft 
you the fruit of their rapine and their extortions. 
Palaces were erefted at the expe'nce of cottages. 
Liberty, on the contrary, will create comforts at 
which you will not have to blulb, and for ’ which 
you will meet with no reproaches. The depart- 
ments will contribute to your profperity, and 

you 
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you will labour for theirs. That river which 
traverfes your abode may,by labour, great indeed, 
but -poffible, and even eafy in a free ftate, re- 
ceive fome day thofe ftately veffels which plough 
the ocean. You will fee, as by encbantmwit, 
the colours of different nations unfurled before 
your eyes. This fight will ^undoubtedly far out- 
w^eigh that which heretofore was prefented to you 
by the pompous cars of diffolute courtiers, which 
threatened to crufh the multitude. Your citv 
will become the centre of themoftextenfive com- 
merce, and the moft aftive induftry. But tliefe 
creations can only take place in the bofom of 
peace. 

“ Put an end, then, to your dilTenfions ; con- 
found the hope of guilty men, who are miflead- 
ing you. Reflect on the misfortunes which you 
are preparing for your children, for your wives, 
for yourfelvcs. Diftinguifli your enemies, fpurn 
them from you ; but difeern your friends, and 
unite yourfelves to your brethren. Liilcn to the 
counfels which a wife man of the call gave to his 
fellow-citizens. Two parties were on the poiru 
of coming to arms ; he turned his eyes towards 
the milled crowd, whofe moft facred interefts 
and'deareft affeftions were blinded, like yours, 
by unhappy paftion. He fees on both fides fons, 
brothers, relations, and friends, and he fees them 
neverthelefs ready to tear each other in pieces. 
He is feized with pity and compunftion, and in 

his 



336 . NEW PICTURE OP PARIS. 

|iis grifef txptefles lumfelf in thefe terms. " Oh^ 
“ BpRma ! at the fight of thy children thus aitay- 
“ ed, arid waitmg foa tlje fight, my limbs have rip 
“ longer any forcej my countenance grows pale, 
“ my hnir/^nda riseift on ray . body, and my whole 
“ horror., O 0y fellow-citi-* 

“ zens !- you who are under the fame &y, who 
“ b^alhe the fame air,whobatheyoarfelves every 
“ day. in the falutary waters of the Ganges, who 
^ ojSer to Brama the fame prefents and the fame 
“ facrifices, what demon leads you aftray j what 
fruit do you expeQ to reap from horrible dif- 
“ cord, from frightful civil war ? When you lliall 
“ feeji,iroyri.^rethren, , your children facrificed, 
“ whef^ '^i^ -you find happinefs? Is it on the 
“ tdi^h^^ d?pf? who are deareft to you, that you 
“ wilt taffei?thVpi^3inres, the enjoyments of life? 
“ Alas I YOU , will experi^cc how unhappy are 
“ thofe who hg^Joft, and who have loft through 
“ their QWQ.j^t3St,ttmfe who cpuld foften their mis- 
** fortimef,|is^i^I)e|^ profperity-— you will 

“ experipncje^hat remdpfe: thofe have to feel who 
“ are inli^raental in diimcinbering their coun- 
“ tty." ■ Tbewife lndiaa did vain: 

his feliow-citizehs perceived th.eiv error, their 
arms fell %)m. their hands the two .pRrtie» 
mingldd 'thgethefi arid they #)ve from anridft, 
them the fwrfidiQus'rii!^ wfip^hridfoWed the feed» 
dfdifafFeftibn. 


"How 
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How happy (hould I eftefem myfelf if iny ex- 
hortations could produce the fame effect, if I 
could overturn the projefls of your enemies, and 
render their exertions powerlefs. Have but one 
mind with the brethren of the departments j have 
confidence in thofe who are endeaimuring to put 
an end- to your misfortunes; rally yourfelves 
around your legiflators, proteft their delibera- 
tions, caufe their decrees to be refpefted ; let 
them, in fhort, find peace, confidence, and fecu- 
rity amongft you. Drive from their remembrance 
thofe difaftrous days, thOfe days of Ihame, in 
which, under your eyes, they dragged a crowd 
of victims to the fcalFoId. Sixty ruffians covered 
France with blood and mourning ; five hundred 
thoufand men within thofe walls were \Mitneffes 
of their crimes, and had not the coutagfe to refill 
them. Remember that brilliant epocha, in which 
a folemn federation aiflembled witWn your walls, 
Frenchmen from e'very part of the empire. In 
approaching your gates, no cruel recolIeSion rent 
their hearts, tliey felt nothing but the enthufiafm 
of liberty, and the j<iy of uniting themfelves to 
thofe whdm they confidered as its founders. To 
day they haVe fathers, brothers, friends, to weep 
over, and thofe objefts fo deaf have perilhed* 
under your eyes. Haften, then, to expiate your 
faults and your errors j be to France what you 
were in the firft days of the Revolution. 

voi,« I. 35 “.Do 
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“ Do not difdain thfe advice of a man who wirties 
only your happinefsi who would not wifli to have 
reproaches to make you, but who, forced at pre- 
fent to exprefs ftrong truths to you, comforts him- 
felf with the hope of having foon the pleafure of 
rejoicing at his efforts. I faw, without terror, the 
dungeons into which the rage of your tyrants 
plunged me ; but I cannot fee without a fenti- 
ment not lefs painful, w'ithout a fentiment of ter- 
ror, the abyfs which is dug under your feet. 
Let peace and concord re-eftablifli themfelves 
amongft you. The Royalift will tremble at their 
approach, and will be forced to fly or hide him- 
fclf. On the contrary, if your divifions continue. 
Republicans will remove from among you, and 
your city will offer nothing but the fad fpcc- 
tacle of mifery, difeord, and anarchy. 

“ Parifians ! the government approaches. This 
the enemies of the country would wifh to pre- 
vent, as well as the happy days of. peace. Clofe 
your fe£tions,.put an end to the inexhauftible 
chattering of your little ambitious leaders, who 
are looking only for places $ delirium and frenzy 
compofe the .elements of their dangerous dif- 
courfes. Submit to decrees matured, meditated, 
and whofe wifdom will be admired by pofterity. 
Obey the laws, abandon your mifleaders, and let Eu- 
rope no longer fay of you, that you wifh for no kind 
of government j that after having overturned the 
monarchy, you wifh alfo to dcjftroy the Republic j 

take 
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take from all our enemies the joy they would 
have in faying, with fome reafon, that you delight 
only in the frantic agitations of demagogy.” 


CHAP. XCIII. 

THE HEAD-LOPPER. 

i HAVE feen this monfter: he was a long time 
a flave at Morocco, whofe fovereign reckons in 
the number of his amufements that of cutting off 
five or fix heads every morning before breakfaft. 
It was there that he accuftomed himfelf, from 
compulfion, to the horrible trade which he pro- 
feffed. afterwards from tafte at Paris. 

It is faid, that at Verfailles this ferocious man, 
to hinder the rain from walking off the blood 
which- difcoloured his beard (which he wore a 
long time), kept it fhteltefed under his riding- 
coat. He faid, returning to Paris after the night 
of the '6th of Oftober, 1789, “ It was worth 
while to make me go down therefor two heads /” 

He .boalled of having torn out the heart of 
Ftmlon and Berthier j and pretending to have done 
an aft of patriotifm, he wafited to demand a civic 
medal from the National Affembly. 

Z2 


How 
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How then is it that we have fubmitted to thofe 
proconfuls who have thus mowed down the hu- 
man race? What is this legion of executioners 
which has inundated France with blood ? We 
muft indeed love man well to love him ftill. Thefe 
wretches proftrated themfelves before the buft of 
Marat, and admired the gigantomacy of Collot ; 
they meet in every city, in every town, with an 
animal bolt, that is to fay, with gaol-keepers, 
fcafFold'Carpenters, and fatellites, as many as they 
could have wiflied. If the French nation had 
not been plunged into a legarthjc fleep (except- 
ing our brave foldicrs) how fliould we have found 
fuch an excefs of cowardice and apathy j but our 
foldiers were occupied in thundering on the Au- 
ftrians, and clearing the territory of France. 

Thofe head-loppers ilTued from the revolution- 
ary committees, froih the revolutionary tribunals, 
from the revolutionary clubs, payed forty fous to 
each individual, (thofe were the imaginations ot 
the horrible Danton) and from the revolutionary 
armies; every thin^ was then revolutionary. 
Revolutionary logic was printed. What an eclipfc 
of the human mind ! Where are the principles ' 
of a revolutionary logic ? But us this language 
has had its reign, we ought to make forae men- 
tion of it here. 

The guillotine was firft called the head-chop- 
per; it ^as an invention which, from difpenfing 
with the fervice of the hand of the executioner, 

-has 
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has multiplied executions, and favoured perhaps, 
more than all the reft, the fanguinary fway of 
the two hideous committees. But the term head- 
chopper did not prevail. 

It is called the guillotine. We It^ye talked of 
iht reign of thg guillotine, the reafonof the gwllotine. 
If any one had told Montefquieu that this word 
would one day be placed in the political diftion- 
ary of the French nation, what would he have 
thought ? 


CHAP. XCIV. 

AHACHARSIS C1.00T2. 

He came to us from Pruffia, and had entitled 
himfelf the orator of the human rape. A fa£ti- 
tious cofmopolite, he fpoke of the univerfal re- 
public, which he prqmifcd the world. It was 
faid on this fubjeft, that Mount Athos- fhould be 
the tribune, and the Cprdilliers the benches, on 
which fljould be felted this reprefentative of the 
univerfe. He made feveral fpeeches more ex- 
travagant one than the other, as if he meant to 
render the Legiflative Body ridiculous, But it is 
rather to be fuppofed that he followed the Icf- 
fons which had been given him, and which tended 

to 



S42 KEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 

to bring republican ideas into contempt, by the 
extravagant extenfion which he gave them. 

The C. Gregoire, Bilhop of Blois, has 
written to John Ramon Jofeph de Arce, Atch- 
bilhop of Burgos, Grand InquKitor of Spain, that 
he ought to convert himfelf to humanity, and I 
am perfuaded that he has done this in the fin- 
cerity of his foul. But I doubt whether at the 
voice of Gregoire this hideous tribunal will be 
annihilated, this throne of cruelty and intolerance, 
whofe bafis is at Madrid, and which extends its 
terrible power to Lima and Mexico. Clootz’s 
republic made us laugh when we had little difpo- 
fition to faiile. Will Gregoire’s letter ftrike the 
foul of the grand inquiiltor? Will he be chriftian 
enough to provoke himfelf the fuppreflioii of the 
tribunal, of which he is the chief, as he is in- 
vilcd ? This is what the future will teach us. 

Anacharfis Clootz was beheaded, though he 
had for a long time followed the Jacobin ftandards, 
and if the good Gregoire went to Madrid, I would 
not anfwer' that he would not be dragged into 
the dungeons of the Holy Office ; that would de- 
pend on circumftances. The Auto-da-fe may 
again be rekindled, and more tlu n , one torque- 
mada is living in that fine country in which igno- 
rance and fanaticifm will have their laft and invi- 
fible retreat. 

Univerfal republic! What is the acceptation 
of this word? If you underftand that the uni- 

, verfe 
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verfe is to have the fame laws, it is evident, that 
though the principles of nature and the declara- 
tion of rights be of all places, as of all times, 
their application is fubordinate to a crowd of 
local circumllances which neceilitates modifica- 
tions. 

Shall we be told that nations having different 
conftitutions, will found them all on the princi- 
ples of liberty and equality, and Iqye each other as 
brethren ? We may here apply the advice pf a 
minifter to the Abbe St. Pierre; ^'Settd miffiomries 
firjl to convert the globe." 

Several countries of Europe and America will 
foon aggrandize the domain of liberty, but fome 
hundreds of nations will yet be a long time ilran- 
gers to true principles, and it is doubtful if they 
will be foon adopted by the Barbary corfairs, 
the plunderers of Arabia, and the Anthropophagi 
of the Southern Sea; 

Shall we be told, in ihort, that the different 
ftatcs of the globe will form alliances? This hy- 
pothefis applies fcarcely to any other than thofe 
who are united by commercial relations? In 
this manner, a great deal of tiipe muft run on 
before the French fign a treaty with the Ifco- 
rides and the Papys j and, under thcfe different 
afpefts, the univerfal republic is in politics what 
the philofophical ftone is in phyfics. 


CilAP. 
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CHAP, XCV. 

GREAT SCARCITY. 

If was during the winter of 1794 that the 
want of meat was felt at Paris. A crowd at 
once, and at the fame time, filled the (hops of the 
.butchers; houfemaids, cooks, fervants, &c. A 
pound of beef rofe at once from eighteen to twen- 
ty-five fous. The citizens murmured, and none 
refle6ted that the confumption of this article by 
an army of twelve hundred thoufand men, joined 
to the extreme fcarcity of forage, and the war of 
the^ Vendee, occafioned this increafe of price. 
From that time, the fending cattle to Paris di- 
miniflied infenfibly. The penury was alfo aug- 
mented by the manoeuvres of malevolence. The 
fanguinary commune iffued their famous arrete, 
which reduced every mouth to a pound of meat 
each decade, and was affix «. d at the door of every 
houfe ; and the members of the revolutionary 
committees were like fo many Dr. Sangrados, 
who lowered every appetite without mercy. 
How many mothers of families have I feen grow 
pale, and wipe a^y their tears at the reading of 
this finifter palloral letter on the univerfal faft ! 
Neverthelefs, droves of milch-cows arrived from 

the 
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the provinces! the devourers of the people began 
in this way the faft of famine, and laboured fe- 
duloufly to annihilate the reprodu£tion of the 
fpecies. The forerunners of the revolutionary 
army, like famiihed wolves, had already fwept 
the country, darting their prying eyes into eveiy 
farm and every yard. Thither they precipitated 
themfelves, armed with pitch*forks and bayonets, 
feized the llieep, the fowls, burnt the barns, un- 
tied the oxen in the dables in the face of the 
proprietor, and fold their prey to infamous Ipe- 
culators. Thefe atrocious robberies made eggs 
and butter difappear. At nine in the morning 
the HalL till now the vaft and rich ftorehoufe of 
all the produftions of nature, were ftript. The 
women formed themfelves in long files, and from 
midnight braving the inclemency of the feafon, 
waited patiently each in their turn to procure at 
the hazard of their lives three eggs and four ounces 
of butter. The cavalry and military force of the 
feftions, detached by the prowling beafts of the 
revolutionary committees, augmented the tumult 
and diforder. How many women with child 
(they were afterwards treated with more refpc£t, 
and took their turn before the reft) were viftims 
of this unhappy period 1 How many precious 
fruits of conjugal love have been ftified in their 
embryo, and annihilated at the fource of lifel 
Oh 1 what feeling man could have feen, without 
weeping for grief, thoufands of individuals of 

boUi 
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both fcxes running after the carcafe-porters m 
ftiects leading to Ikfli-markcts j who, bending- 
i\ndet the weight, ran themfelves to avoid being 
aftaWed by the cro5^'d which preffed upon them, 
and fecmed to devour with their ej'es the raw 
meat! A fuIJen difcontent darkened every vi- 
fage : they curfed life, .and the execrable authors 
of the famine ; meanwhile the gen d’armes gallop- 
ed their horfes amongft the ftalls of three feet in 
length, overthrew the venders, and increafed the 
number of accidents, under pretence of prevent- 
ing them, favouring by cunning taftic the moft 
fliameful traffic. 

Ruffians, in the pay of the commune, made the 
women range therafelves in files, but while they 
waited for their turn, Ihivering with the cold, 
broad-fhouldered carcafe-porters, forming an im- 
penetrable rampart before the fhops, carried off 
whole oxenj and when the lion’s fhare was taken, 
the women ranged after each other had not ad- 
vanced a fingle fiep, and withdrew by hundreds 
with empty hands. 

Fifh, which had been fpoilt from being too long 
kept, was bought up with avidity, and from its 
corrupted ftate occafioned difeafes. On the Quay 
of the Vallee, lamb was fold fifteen livres a pound, 
and the fale continued a long time with fcanda- 
lous profufion. The peafants went about the 
ftreets with bafkets of fow.ls in their arms. The 
iParifians lived fpr fopie ^time on hens and chick- 
ens, 
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cns, which it was impofiible to bring yp in the 
country, fince all the grain was put in requi- 
fltion. This faftitious abundance of a comm<^ 
dity, which was almoft exclufively the portion 
the rich, lafted but a little while, and gave plJ^e 
to vegetables. What is called dry pulfe, filch 
as rice, lentils, beans, was heaped up in militiiry 
magazines, and the difcovery of half a peck of 
this eatable, which more than one family was 
forced t.o^drefs in pure water, was looked upon 
as an inftftnce of good fortune. 

To this defolate penury of fubfiftence was 
joined the more defolating difficulty of having 
bread. From two in the morning the womeii 
ranged themfelves in a long line, which the peo- 
ple defignated afterwards by the name of quate. 
The young girls were not the laft to put them- 
felves in the ranks. Their wanton chatter, their 
immoderate laughter, was heard afar, and kept 
awake more than one young man. The dark- 
nefs of the night, the gates of alleys conveniently 
half open, were favourable to a tpe a ///e, dex- 
teroully concerted. Wc faw men of fixty years 
old, valets, Ihop-boys, flopping to review thefe 
.ranks, and chufe their dulcineas. Others, more 
fliamelefs, began with kiifing the women at the 
head of the file, and continued on to the laft. 
Thefe embraces were accompanied with other 
liberties lefs difereet ; and thefe fort of araufe- 
ments contributed much towards the peryerfion 
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of morality, and the extinSion of female modefty. 
The fentiment of fraternity was annihilated in 
eveiy heart. Every one held it as a maxim to 
prefer himfelf openly to his equal. Cunning be- 
came a quality common to every mind. The laft 
of :he file found'means of Aiding forwards to the 
firf: ranks. The women foon Aruggled forcibly 
with the men. Their characters acquired a tone of 
lharpnefs from refiftance. They all became im- 
petuous, contracted a habit of (wearing, and at 
length their voices, grown hoarfe from* loud and 
angry cries, were not diftinguifliablc from thofe 
of carmen. 

In the intervals of filence which followed thefe 
fcandalous difculTions, were heard the cries of 
infants, and of the aged alking for bread. How 
Aiould I pity the infenfible being who would not 
have been moved by thefe cries ! 

Nearly at the fame time, other queues were 
formed for oil, foap, and candles. The day- 
labourer, with mournful and downcaft looks, 
counts with fighs the hours that he lofes from his 
work. 

The fudden- and exceffive increafe of wages 
was the confequence of the homicidal law of the 
maximum. The execrable commune had . built 
its plan of univerfal famine on this law, but in 
order to conceal the projeCt from the eyes of the 
credulous multitude, an advertifemenf was Auck 
up at. the moment of its formation, by which 

every 
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every tradefman, either butcher or grocer, who 
gave up bufinefs, fhould be reputed fufpeOied, 
and arrefled as fuch. 

This ferocious law aggravated the evil ; every 
thing difappeared, and the tradefman, to indem* 
nify himfelf for his Ioffes, and particularly for the 
pillage of his butter, fugar, coffee, and for the 
arbitrary confifcations of the commiffaries for mo-* 
nopolies, hawked about his goods in fecret from 
houfc to houfe, where individuals bought them up 
at any price. 

Such, in 1794, was the lituation of this popu- 
lous city for fubfiftence, in which formerly reign- 
ed that peace and abundance which makes our 
country an obje6t of affedtion to us. 

The year 1795 was not more happy than the 
preceding ; from the beginning of the autumn^ 
flefli-chandlers began by felling their meat at 
twenty-five fols, who, in the month of Ventofe, 
afkcd three livres ten fous, ftript alfo of its fat, in 
order to make tallow. 

The agents of the old commiffion had given 
birth to this abominable traffick. By means of 
the right of requifition and detention with which 
they were invefted, they bought meat at the price 
of the maximum, then fold it again to the retailers 
at an exhorbitant price. 

The fame pillage took place with rcfpedt to 
other commodities, which joined to money-job- 
bing. 
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Mtgt i$ wdf a# to of watches and tfmkets by 
the brokers of the hall, contributed very much to 
the depreciation of the aflignats. 

The cold , at length came to aggravate thefe 
evils ; during two years the capital received its 
firing from day to day. Coals were extremely 
rare, and it was remarked that never but a Angle 
boat entered at once into each wharf. People 
fometimes pafTed their nights in order to take 
their turn* The wood was fold as fall as the 
wood-porters could take it out of the water. 

The river fuddenly frozen up caufed a total 
failure of fupply,' and no other refource was to 
be had but cutting down the woods of Boulogne, 
Vincennes, Verrierres, St. Cloud, Meudon, &c. 
Bloodfackers, ifluing from dens of robbers, took 
advantage of the public misfortunes to fatiate 
themfelves with gold and filver. They fold two 
cart load of wood for four hundred livres ; the 
neceflitous fawed their wooden bedfteads to drefs 
their food, and keep themfelves from dying with 
the cold. Old men returned from the forefts 
bending under their loads, and reminded us of 
the fable of the poor wretch and death. The 
public fountains were frozen j the water-carriers 
in thofe quarters diftwt from the river, forced to 
go tar in fearch of wuter, were pud fifteen and 
even twenty fous the bucket j the citizens, en- 
raged at this impofition, all became water-car- 
riers j 
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tiers ; and when the refervoirs of the publid 
fountains were unthawed, queues for water took 
place, and each man had his turn. 


CHAP. XCVI. 

PALAIS EGALITE, CI-DEVANT PALAIS ROYAL. 

• 

As the confumption of the fineft fruit begins 
by a flight rottennefs, fo the Palais Royal is the 
fpot which has corrupted our. modern manners, 
and propagated the gangreen. I never traverfe 
thefe long galleries, without ‘feeing that {hade, 
who. from the fame place where his great-grand- 
father had given, as Voltaire fays, the fignal of 
plcafures, gave the fignal for every ambitious in- 
trigue, every atrocious crime, and whom we may 
confider as the real founder of the fcaffolds of 
Robefpierre, and the fanguinary regime which at 
the fame time oppreifed and degraded the na- 
tion i for its ftupor and its filence, during eighteen 
months of crimes, are, as I have elfewhere faid, 
more alarming to the reflefliion of the philofo- 
pher, than the phylical diflblution bf the world. 

Here I am, under thefe arcades, hotbeds of 
every poifonous plant w’hich has been carefully 
3 t”‘a*?f- 



KZW PICTITRE OF PARIS. 

tranfplanted into every department. Mere is the 
focus of civil difcord and cabal ! here is the tem- 
ple where ftockjobbing devours the public for- 
tune, and condemns whole families to hunger, 
reduced to mifery by an allowed and murderous 
traffick ! look at thofe daring fpoilers of our laft 
refources! fee them walking by bands, their 
heads ereO:, their look infolent, a picktooth for 
ever in their mouth, and their hand in their 
breeches-pocket, chinking their louis. They have 
all red faces, and round bellies, the fmile of irony 
is always on their lips ; they brave the look of 
the honeft man, and though the patroles feparate 
them, they join again in groupes like drops of 
quickfilvcr ; they go* come, return, accoft each 
other, divide by platoons, and then meet again 
in body ; he who is in the midft gives the or- 
.derly word ; it is a fign, a gefture, a half-word, 
Vvhich changes every half-hour, and immediately 
they have the courfe of exchange of the louis, ra- 
pidly pencilled down on a fcrap of paper. 

This is that hoilile army, fublidized and main- 
tained by the foreign cabinets ! Their guineas have 
deftroyed our paper money, and attacked public 
credit. 

Under the fteps of the Rue Vivienne are the 
fubaltern thieves, who execute the orders of 
their chiefs with a punftuality no]; lefs aftdnifiiing 
than their addrefs, to feize the flight hints of 
the word of command. 


Their 
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Their drefs is pretty uniform j it is an hair-cap 
with a fox’s tail. Hercules, the ftrongeli of men, 
covered himfelf with the Ikin of a lion, which is 
the ftrongeft of all animals thofe who are the 
mod cunning, and ihcft knavilh, put ou the Ikin 
of a fox, which is the . mod crafty and mod vora- 
cious of all beads. 

They are in doublets, with dirty boots, and 
greafy hair, a gallows look, livid mouth, fardonic 
grin j their eyes are in continual fearch of pojcket- 
books, are moveable and winking like thofe of 
apes, who dudy to deal without being feenj 
their language is raillery or' obfeenity. They 
keep near taverns, which ferve them as retreats j 
they fpread their nets in obfeure corners j then 
fally out in hade to give the alert to their accom- 
plices. They arc dationed at the doors of the 
theatres, but they never enter; they read the 
play-bills that are duck no more than the re- 
folutions of the Direftory, and the Condituted 
Authorities; one might fuppofe-that the laws 
did not regard them, fo calm and collcfted are 
they in their inobferyance, or violation of them. 
They drink often, and but little at a' time.; the 
third of gold tempers* the third of wine; their fo- 
briety is not a virtue, but an attention not to 
Jofe time. 

Women, mmgle^pnpngd them, and carry on 
the fanae tra4e,; they are . ev^ dill more cunning, 
they read the cypher much .more quickly than 

voE. I. A a nicn ; 
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men j the moufe who carries off a crumb of 
bread, and who (kips into his hole with the rapi- 
dity of lightning, is thcif perfeft image ; you have 
no need to fpeak to them, they guefs what you 
are going to fay. 

Thefe perfons do not fteal pocket-books 3 they 
pump out, ad by ah attraftive force, ’ their con- 
tents, and in a tone fo limple, fo piteous, that 
thefe knaves in robbing you, feem as if they haji 
rendered you a fervice. 

Step back to the galleries’ which lead to the 
theatre of the republic, you W'ill perceive from 
one end to the other (hops full of girls, who give 
breakfalls and cold fuppers 3 you enter, you go 
out without faying a word 3 you are helped by 
fhewing your affignat. Brokers, jobbers, 'falef- 
men, fmoke, drink, ruminate in thofe lilent ca- 
vernss no perfon fpeaks, and the greateft orgies arc, 
if we may ufe the expreffion, dumb. The avenues 
are dark and cold, libertinifm alTumes in thefe 
places fomewhat of an icy. form, which appears to 
have its code, and its motives. 

Not far, and as foon as day breaks, hair-dreffers 
boys give a kind of public. Icffon, aqd teach their 
miftrelTes to drefs women’s wigs. By the fide of 
a dull with a golden hcad^drefs, hang faufages 
and hams. On the other fide, thoufands of bot- 
tles ' of fine wines, liqueurs^'of Martihico are 
placed on (helves, and prefent to the eye of thb 
paffengers their precious labels. While I am 
* . writing, 
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writing, two hundred bottles, ranged on a. rotten 
plank, have fallen down on other bottles, and 
Cape wine mingles its torrents with thofe of the 
cream of Barbadoes.. The foil deeply impregnat- 
ed, has chafed awayfor an hundred yards around, 
the filthy odour of the place. 

He who heretofore mpdeftly drank his liquorifh 
water, though only a fubaltern flock-jobber, now 
fwallows and favours nothing but Champagne, 
and other delicious wines,' from the cellars of 
emigrants, and which they will never drink 
again. 

Delicate morfels, partridge-pies, fmall bafkets of 
cherries, winter green-peas, brawn, fuch are the 
delicious rarities which thefc money-brokers re- 
gale therafelves with, who, in a fpace of fix* hun- 
dred feet fquare, find their table, their walk, 
their refidence, their enjoyments, their fortune, 
and the eternal aliment of their monflrous la- 
bours. 

The current price of louis, of which they are 
the mailers, is enregillered from hour to hour on" 
the pye-cruft ; you read 1000 livres, you go back, 
it is changed to 1500. 

The jewellers fliops are as numerous and bril- 
liant as if there was neither mifery, -nor mifera'ble 
beings. You fee pothing but watch-chains, half, 
pearl, half diamonds. Thofe who have only juft 
wherewith to buy a loaf, look at thefe precious 
jewels, which are only feparaled from’ their hands 
A a 52 ‘by 
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by a tranlparent glafs, and this frail rampart is 
greligioufly refpe£led. 

The woollen-drapers unfurl, from the top of 
their (hops to the floor, every kind of undulated 
fluff, which form a perfeft ; contrail with the ig- 
noble and dirty clothing of the paffengers j one 
would fuppofe that this merchandize was not in- 
tended for Frenchmen, and that they were going 
to embark it for Turkey. We contemplate it 
with nearly the fame eye as the piflures of the 
Mufeum. Thefe fluffs are under your hand, you 
may touch them j no one feems to be watching 
them, and the mailer is carelefs and faucy, when 
you alk him the price. 

Shops lefs expofed, but not lefs rich, offer you 
brilliant fuperfluities j fuch as rings with two 
faces; a heart’s-eafe, or a panfy, or a Cupid 
holding by a thread a bird on the wing j firma- 
ments of Harry jewels ; prefents of friendlliip ; ear 
pendants in flowers, in filigree, gold boxes, 
etwees, or medallions, filver ice-cups with their 
fpoons, cups of filver of antique forms, with ebo- 
ny handles. Apd in admiring all this rich jew- 
ellery, which Ihews that gold Hill exifts, and has 
not totally difappeared, although three quarters 
and a half of the city may have loft the remem- 
. brance it, the odour of exquifite ragouts af- 
cends in light vapour, from the air holes; the 
fide tables are loaded with fruit, confectionary, 
and paftry, and there you may dine at every hour. 
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as in the courts of German princes, at the found 
of mufjcal inftruments, and French-horns, filled 
by girls who are riot pymphs of Diana. 

Petty gamirig-houfes fupport the fhOps of girls 
who fell garters, thread, lavender-water, tooth- 
bruflies, and fealing-wax j by their fide are book- 
fellers (hops, where the difcontented ariftocrat 
eternally renews his daily lamentations. The moft 
filly pamphlets are fold amidft books which have 
prepared the Revolution, and works which fup- 
port the caufe of liberty j but the bookfeller, in 
fpite of his avarice, fells thofe laft oply with re- 
gret. 

The anti-republicans are continually declaim- 
ing againft all that is done, or that ftiall be done; 
the republic takes no notice of them, and goes 
on furrounded by triumphs *. How many allure- 
ments held out continually to youth, and tq the 
libertine ! Piftures from curious colle£lions, li- 
centious engravings, libidinous novels, ferve as 
figns to a crowd of proftitutes lodging in the 
wooden fliops. Their nets are ten feet diftant 
from the fauntering youth. Idle, and already dried 
up in the flower of his age. 

* The reprefeptatives of the people are condemned to the 
to tlie calumnies of the journalifls) as th# Eiigiifli are 
condemned to their robbers on the highway ; and all to. avoid 
a greater danger; the licence of the prefs proves its liberty. 

I can brave, fucli a one will fay, I defy their j^ignards 
but this is not enough, we muft know how to brkve c^umny 

' I Tpeak 
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I rpeak now only of the galleries. Above 
thefe wooden fliops are gaming inllitutions^ where 
are aflembled all the paflions and torments of 
hdl. . 

Almoft all the commotions which have trou- 
bled Paris, have had their origin in the receffes 
of the Palais Royal. It is in this infernal place 
that the greateft enemies of France have laboured 
at their plots ; and a focus of impurity fuch as 
this, if it was to fubfift a long time, would be 
fufficient to mine the moft robuft republic. The 
republican genius will never be truly feated but 
on its ruins j that is to fay, when it lhall be 
transformed into an edi6ce, new, and ufeful to 
the ftate. 

This palace has its phafes, not.lefs changeable 
than thofe of the moon. As foon as the day 
clofes, all the arcades are fuddenly illuminated, 
the (hops become refplendent, and the jewellers 
fliew-boxcs throw a long luftre. The crowd be- 
comes more humerous,* This is the moment in 
which the gaming-houfes open, notwithftanding 
all the feverity of the . laws of the police ; w.hilft 
the great {harpers are employed in the drawing- 
rooms above, the Icffer Ones are at work in the 
thronged paffages which communicate with the 
adjacent Tlreets, and which ferve as gliding-holes 
to fwarms of pickpockets and money-jobbers. 

Formerly, it was the moment when ftrangers 
and virtuofoes went to admire, in the private 
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apartments of the Duke of Orleans, tl^ pjbfcene 
figures of Aretin done in wax, large as life; the 
moment in which the youth, loft to himfelf, tried 
to feaft his eyes with the fpe6lacle of the pre- 
tended favage, who coupled publicly with a fe- 
male of his fpecies, at twenty-four fous a head ; 
and this infamous man was put into th^ fame 
prifon in which were thirty-two reprefe;ntatives 
of the people 1 I faw him, he was releafed after 
a few days imprifonment. Your fteps under the 
arcades are arreftcd by a fmoke which pricks 
your legs ; you look, it is the kitchen-flame of 
the rejiatirateurs ; and clofe to them, the balls 
arc beginning in thefe fubterraneous grottoes. 
Acrofs the aii;-holes, you fee circles of girls, leap- 
ing, giggling, rufliing on their gallants like bac- 
chantes, with diflievclled hair. Yonder are 
groups of difcounters of mandats infenfibly in- 
crcafing. Enters a fpruce fellow in a blue riding- 
coat, round hat, waxed boots, tooth-pick in his 
mouth, he whifpers. Four and half ; they ftammer 
out a few words ; the group opens, he goes 
away; he has gained twenty thoufand livres; all 
the girls follow him, thee and thou him fami- 
liarly, toy with him; he ftrikcs them wantonly 
with the palm of his hand on the backfide, or 
pinches .them lightly ; he fkips away, and is fecn 
no more. 

Meanwhile in tlic auflion rooms, the S,teptor 
gives the fignal. I'he brokers, dealers, retailers, 

■ are 
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are all ^ted. Women’s wigs, chimney pendu- 
lums, (bawls, handkerchiefs, Ihirts, beds a la du- 
chejfe, are fold to the higheft bidder. A barker 
parades each of thefe *obje£ts round the tables 
before the bidders. He grows hoarfe, he drinks, 
he has acquired a bellowing, which holds the me- 
dium between the. human voice and the roaring 
of a. bull i the tricks of the fellers are fuch, that 
they always deliver to yoii a worfe merchandize 
than that you purchafed : the brokers make thofe 
who are not of their trade pay much dearer. 

Spies of the police prowl in the fecond-rate 
coffee-houfes, but no one now talks politics 
there ; tjhey drink their beer filently like Flander- 
kins. The tafte for brandy with feveral has 
taken place of that of wine ; the fot who drinks 
double, and fometimes muddles himfclf, enafls 
fome of the piflures of Van Oftade ; the drink- 
ing places are crowded, and thefe guingnettc^, 
without air, are places where I have felt moll 
pain, in obferying men labouring to become 
brutes. 

Under the arcades are holes of fliops, into 
which the girls attraflrpaflengers by their glanccsj 
there you fee only a few tows of packets of pow- 
der, intermingled with glalfes full- of thread and 
toothpickersj i(4nd in other fliops of the fame 
kind, which are fcarcely more richly furniflied, 
you find no other wares hut thofe exhibited by 
the of perhaps the dreffes of thefe young 

ladies 
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ladies hung up on the infide, in order .to make a 
(how : thofe places are to the feraglio, what the 
cooks fliops are to the reftawateur Meet, where 
you enter vaft faloons, the afliduous rendezvous 
of every man fattened by rapine, army contrac* 
tors, agents, adminiftrators of tontines or lotteries, 
profeflbrs of nofturnal robberies, in Ihort, ftock- 
jobbers in chief. There you are ferved at a nod. 
The difli is put upon the table the moment it is 
called for ; and as all thofe who eat are lined 
with gold, they eat, and are attended like kings, 
princes, ambaffadors, and financiers.' 

Private rooms offer you at the fame time every 
thing to fatiate gluttony and fenfuality. The 
glaffes which decorate them, multiply to the libi- 
dinous eye of an old fatyr the charms of his mif- 
trefs, and all the feats are elaftic. In fhort, there 
is a private faloon, where you drink the coolefl; 
liqueurs, and where burnt-incenfe efcapes from 
boxes in. little light cloudy ftreams. There you 
dine a TOrientale ; but there the covetous man 
never enters. These plcafures are only for the 
prodigal ; he finds in thefe apartments on certain 
days, all the pomp and Angularity of the repaft of 
Trimalcion. On a fignal given, the ceiling 
opens, and from heaven defeend cars, drawn by 
doves and driven by Venuffes j fometimes it is 
an Aurora, fometimes a Diana, who comes in 
queft of her dear Endynlion. All are clothed 
like goddelfes. The amateurs chufe, and the di- 
vinities. 
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vinities, not of Olympus, but of the ceiling, join 
themfelves to mortals. There was a time when 
the kneading of the Egyptian was in vogue. 
You were kneaded by female hands in a wine 
bath ; but this a£t falutary to health, and which 
favoured a neceflaiy perfpiration, has been dif- 
continued, though it equally belonged to cleanli- 
nefs and pleafure. 

, You may well iinagine that thefe who come 
out from fuch places, are llrangely fcandalized to 
have their ears tormented with the founds of 
Pofiiilon de Calais, Le Mejpiger du Soir, The Mir- 
ror, they take no notice even of the Letter of 
Polichinelle, of. The Conjlitution in Catches and Glees, 
of the petition of the Jockies of the two Cotmfels, 
Satires againft the government are as indifferent 
to them as all the eulogiums you can make. 
Their delicate dinners are far beyond thofe of 
direflors. They arc ftrangers to every thing that 
palfcs out of the circle of their pleafures; poli- 
tical debates excite no more of their attention, 
than the difeoveries of Lavoifier excite that of 
bad poets. If they enter a fliop, it is not that 
of the bookfeller who. lives on royal pamphlets, 
they enter print-fliops, their boot-makers, the con- 
fectioners, who are clofe to each other, or the 
jewellers, whofe windows are fhining with gold 
and diambnds, fnuff'boxes, and enigmatical rings. 
Their idle lacqueys loiftige at the pallrycooks. and 
faufage fhops, where they make their vulgar fpe- 

culations 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 363 

culations on the pretended wines of fifty-two 
forts j but thfefe lacqueys ftrive in vain to imitate 
their mafters ; they can never do, even' in retail, 
what the money-jobbers do in wholefale, and witli 
magical monofyllables. 

Such is the infe£ied lazarrhoufe placed in the 
midft of the great city, which would threaten the 
whole of fociety with degradation and corrup- 
tion, if the fcandals which it offers were not con- 
fined to* fingle point. 

The fatal contagion of gaming, the exceffes of 
cupidity under all its forms, the licentioufnefs of 
morals and of artifts, do not extend to the reft of 
the city; and it is. a thing worthy of remark, that 
feveral quarters feem as it were epulated by all 
the vices which boil at the centre. What I have 
noticed as more .diftreffing than libertinifm which 
belongs .to the warmth of youth, is, that blafphe- 
my and infidelity are in every mouth and at every 
moment, that it is becoming a fort of ftyle, and 
that no care is taken to prevent it. 

But it is a great fcandal in our age that this 
brutal and depraved language has pervaded al- 
moft every condition ; and, fince the epocha of 
the Revolution, has made a fport of the moft fa- 
cred words, which were never heretofore pro- 
nounced but with refpeft. The holy name of 
God is ufed in every converfation, not through 
impiety, but from want of decency and gravity. 

•It 
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It is, perhaps, from having profaned the lan- 
guage, that we have loft a part of> our virtues } 
but what is moft deplorable is, meeting almoft 
every where troops of children without order or 
modefty, who fwear, blafpheme, and fcandalize 
ebafte or pious ears. It is time to renew that 
refpe£l which is due to the Supreme Being. For- 
merly the tongues of blafphemers were, pierced 
through. The brutal are not fo dangerous as the 
poliftied vices, but the precinfts of m Palais 
Royal have the melancholy privilege of uniting 
both. 

At Sodom and Gomorrah they did not read the 
books which are prjnted and publicly fold at the 
Palais Royal. JuJiine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue, 
is expofed on every ftall. Put a pen into the claws 
of Satan, or of the evil genius of mankind, he will 
not be able to make a worfe. Twenty other pro- 
duflions, lefs abominable it is true, for that of 
which I fpeak has borne away the prize of tur- 
pitude and of vice, are there to finifli the decom- 
pclition of what inftiii£tlve morality remains in 
the heirt of certain young jieople. And the fel- 
lers and buyers are authorized by thfefe words, 
which have fo often deceived us > Liberty, un- 
limited liberty of the prefs.” 

In the corner of that Ihop do you hear what is 
faid? They are literally making vows for the army 
of* the Empire. It is g^ing to rccrofs the Rhine, 

and 
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and paffing by Brabant and the Luxeinburgh, and 
leaving Lorraine, Allace, and Flanders on the 
rear, to reduce France on the north, to the limits 
exifting in the tiilie of the Valois. The book- 
feller’s wife, daughter, aunt, and coulin, do not 
entertain a doubt of the viftory of the three coa- 
lefced kings, which is to give them coffee for their 
breakfaft, fugar, and cinnamon, at a very low 
price. The death of Charette was a fubjeft of 
general lamentation, but they expeft every thing 
from the courage of Richer-Seriiy, and the pen of 
Baboeuf. 

It is of little confequence to thofc idlers whe- 
ther th^ coalition have wilhed to make a fecond 
Poland of France. There is no longer any liberty 
when they can no longer alfaffinate the national re- 
prefentation j and fince. there has been a revolu- 
tion, why Ihould there not be a counter-revolution, 
till the entire re-eftablilhment of demagogy ? 

In. almoll every houfe, trades are carried on 
which have not a name, chemical analylis 
never would fucceed in decompofing the dif- 
ferent elements of thefe new traffics. The 
mind of man is aftonilliing, when pecuniary in- 
terell becomes the b^fis of his thoughts-and his 
a£iions, we find truly wherewith to fmile at his 
mercantile ingenuity. The head of the greedy 
man calculates all at once, the time, the exchange, 
the variations, and fubjugates chance, if 1 may 
ufe the ^preffion, in' a bold and dafhing way. 
* • Ah! 
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Ah ! how many talents are loft when employed on 
private interefts ! 

Walking under thefe acades, I have been 
ftruck with the refemblance of feveral phyfiogno- 
mies whiclj were knowm to me, and which, I had 
feen in my travels. I thought I beheld the refur- 
reftion of perfons departed. 

Does there exift amongft men an attraflive 
or fympathetic force, whidh repVoduces thofe 
phyfiognbmies to which you have been moft at- 
tached during the courfe of your life ? Or is it 
the play of Imagination, which cannot detach it- 
felf from certain objefis? It feems at leaft that 
there are . atmoft imperceptible faq^ily-foatures, 
but which we may read on every face j and if we 
w’ere to clafs together the individuals who rcfcm- 
ble each other, if they ftiould cpnverfe together 
they 'would perhaps difcover that they dcfccnded 
from the fame ftock. 

We fliould then remark a concordance in the 
found of the voice, Ibme relative gefture, fome 
refcmbli'ng motions, either in the winking of the 
eyes, the moving of the lips, or in the vibrations 
of the tongue againft the palate, or in the con- 
formation of the Upfe, in holding t) e head in fuch 
or fuch attitude, and the quicknefs or flownefs of 
the ftep. If individuals, having their chara£lc- 
riftic figns of refemblance, were to be clafled, and 
if a ferious converfaction fliould take place be- 
tween them, might not happy difcoverielbe made, 

* and 
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and might not the looks be found to join families 
that have been feparated ? 

It is a great pleafure for me to fay, “ There is' 
the perfe£t refemblance of fuch a one, whom ! 
have feen in Switzerland. There is a head which 
has been defcribed in Lavater ; that woman re- 
minds me of her who danced in Germany, and 
who kept me in aftoniftiment for two hours j 
there is .the amiable homelinefs of my Bemois 
lady ; that girl ought to have a great deal of wit, 
for file refembles my prattler of Mortier-travers j 
thofe figures who juft pafs me are Genevois j and 
here is a Bafque.” 

What I have been fo long defirous of is now 
under my eyes ; it is the phyfiona trace, Xhst charm- 
ing invention, which offers to the curious the moft 
variec^and numerous affemblagc of the portraits 
of both foxes." I fix myfelf before it in a reve- 
rie, and during that time the crowd elbow me 
and prefs on my back. I turn round, and clafs 
all thofe individuals in families to which I have 
given names, which are known only to myfelf. It 
is a nofe of a certain toumure, and I fay to my- 
felf — “ His relation is at Spire.” — A young lady 
paffes, and I repeat— “She does not know that her 
fifter is at. Lucerne.” 

1 fhould have made a pretty gopd moral fpy; 
but this manner of obferving has -a difagreeable 
fide : it gives you antipathies, and antipathies too 
quick, too rapid, and which would lead you to 
' * • forfn 
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form woiiig fudgnfints. Happily- thefe ^rtipreP 
fions pafs'off; but in<however flight a idegree- 
you governed by pkflions, they gahi* the -af«- 
ceb'dant. If the ftudy of phyfiogttothtes tUader the 
long wafics Of the Palais Royal hdSr4tS*icharm, it 
difpofes you alfo at the fame time to^a cCTtain 
niifenthfopy ^ for how many disfigured faces,' on 
which the heavenly crnginal is a?mofl: totally efFac-- 
cd f .'^'Thfe true phyfiogriomy of man has given' 
place to; figures of Ogres and Ogreflcs, “Vvho fcem* 
ready to' titt'and devour each other. ^ The majefV' 
ticharmbhy which fat on the forehead of that' 
moth^i' fueping her Children in the plains of the 
Palath^ejifc5*here replaced by a woman of noble 
figure, it' il^ue, but her hardened eye ■wanders 
daringlyj and her indecent nudity deftroys all the 
beauty df'the model. . ■ 

It is not neceflary to be a dccypHerer of hicro- 
glyjibicks,’ to divine the end And employ of all 
thole grotefque efligles, whofe features, attitude, 
and drefs; gi^ us 'lefe the idea of mafi having fc- 
rious occupatfdiis'ihsm ^iftbuntebanks. I never 
pafs by thol^ flgiif^ wil^hout thifiking of Briareus 
with his hundred bands; f put mine "in my 
pocket., ■' 

In the middle of thefe arcadfcSjT&'the centre of 
the garden’,^ the LyeSuttt of the Alts; It fecins 
to abfolve the‘ edific% fof %iiatever€lfe we may 
have to reproadh U.-^' CeSelit ^tf^blies'/'uiiiful 
kfhires, the greateff zeplhf the aoivahc^eht of 
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the fciencesand the arts, in profelTors truly animat- 
ed with the love of public good, a crowd of ufeful 
difcoveries have been promulgated, encouraged, 
and rewarded in this place, and from hence we 
may fay after Moliere, Where does virtue go to 
nich herfelf! 

Oh ! what a miferable part in hiftory will the 
people of Paris a£t ! It was they who lent fp 
immenfe a force to the party of Robefpierre, 
Marat, and the rebel-commune ; it is they who 
furrounded the fcaffolds with dempnllrations 
of ferocious joy j it is they who have come fcve- 
ral times to attack the national reprefentation ; it 
is they who rallied to aifallinate the Convention 
on the 13 th Vendemiaire, and who exclaimed fo 
much againll its want of complaifance in not fuf- 
fering itfelf to be murdered j it was they who 
thought that this facred depofit was their pecu- 
liar right, and who have covered it with infultand 
humiliations; it is they who, in their profound 
ignorance, have always talked of what they did 
not underftand, have always been ready to follow' 
the ftahdard of revolt, and ftupWly paffive before 
their daily murderers, did not riot the lefsthe even- 
ing in taverns, and places of proftitution. Indif- 
ferent to the glory of our arms, hearing of our 
triumphs without enthufiafm, as llrangers to war 
and to national calamities, they are continually 
repeating the f^me calumnies j they have loft 
their ancient graces without gaining any vigour 

voi. I. B b .hi 
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in return j they are become meanly covetous, 
without being more economical. The great fcenes 
of the Revolution have not been able to enlarge 
their underftandings, ever narrow, ever bounded. 
They feed at hoipe on the moft impertinent fa- 
bles. They are -become fo‘ abfurd in their reafon* 
ings, that in order to punith them you l\avc only 
to let them talk, and they excite pity. Ungrate- 
ful towards their benefaftors, they think that 
the government is only Tor the point which they 
inhabit, and that the republic will exift only when 
it (hall pleafe them to adopt the name. 'Fhe fport 
of every wretch who willies to make them their 
tool, thfere .is only one voice to which they turn 
a deaf ear, that of the honeft or fcnfible man. 

It is on this abominable mafs that the foreign 
Cabinets founded their greateft hopes. Our ene- 
mies had faid. Let us liir up this indocile, (illy, 
and ferocious people, and we (hall obtain the 
greatell fuccefs. In reality, the poignard raifed 
twenty times by this people;, againft the national 
reprefentation, has nearly accomplilhed the great- 
eft of crimes; they<,rourdered Iferand, and carried 
his.bead in' triumph through the ball of the repre- 
fentatives of the people. . Ibc Convention owed 
itsprefervation, not to thefmall number of its aftaf- 
finSihut,to their complete cowardice. The foreigner.-? 
lofttheir guineas, and perceived too late thatamongll 
European ruffians, there are feveral clalfes, and 
w that the inbabk^nts of Paris, th» greater part it is 

' true, 
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true, the dregs of the departments, were the worll 
and molt dallardly of the' whole. It is in Paris 
alone that we have feen the cTubbills at forty fous, 
and the fedionaries, who were eager to affaffi- 
nate the government for the fafety of the pub- 
lic, Apoftles of Marat, or partizans of Capet, 
the one placed the reftoration of things in the 
regime of Robefpierre, and the other in the coun- 
ter-revolution. 

It was, in flibrti at the Palais Royal, that the 
chiefs of thefe two factions held their fittings; 
and if they could have agreed, it was all over with 
the republic. The time paft corrupts the time 
prefent. They talk at the Palais-Royal as the 
Royalifts at London, and the partizans of anarchy 
at Rome ; they imagine defeats, they dilband our 
armies, they call for the deftru£tion of the go- 
vernment, and this is fport for men of bufineft 
and money-jobbers. The moft fcandaloufly lying 
newfpapers, by inferting whatever can give pain 
to good citizens, make it a trade to deceive the 
credulous. ‘ 

See how they alre^y. ftipulate for the foreign 
powers, how they fntrigue in their favour, how they 
declaim more loudly than themfelves, in order that 
our viftories Ihould be interpreted into oxir lofs. 
They have not the modefty to conceal their lidce- 
warmnefs for their country ; and it is to our ri- 
vals, eternally jealous of*our power, that tl«y lenji 
arguments, by not fearing to prc^ofe to us to 

Bb2 'make 
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make the mod, cowardly, facrifices. Peace mud 
do us dill more harm than war.; W'c mud aban- 
don our conqueds, becaufe the blood of foreign- 
ers is too precious for us to dare'tq.rpi|lit*. What 
is all this French blood that has been died ? We 
have pretence neither to indemnities nor com- 
penfations. This terrible war ought to end in 
meannefs and fupplicatipns. For the conqueror, 
he ought to forget that his indcpendance was 
to be torn from him, and the enthufiafm of our 
foldiers, the facred love of their cpuntry, ought 
to bend before the intereds of the foreign ncgo- 
ciator, w ho will grant us peace, on our obeying 
the principles of humanity, which we fhould of- 
fend by taking precautions againd the mod im- 
placable enemy of our nation, him whofe refent- 
ment has laded for ages. . 

All thefe new s'- writers become moralids when 
the government is to be harafled. They fpeak 
of humanity, in order that all chances may remain 
favourable to the coalition j they fpeak of redi- 
tution, in order that all the advantages may turn 
in favour of our enemies. The court of Vienna 
is particularly dear to them : it is, who fliall 
exaggerate its, preponderance. Are they paid? 
Are they mad? They have a fecret wantof wea- 
rying . out the government ; they indulge the 
hope of diflblvipgj it, and none of them epnde- 
feend to perceive what would be the terrible con- 
fequences of fuch a diffolution. ' If 'we were con- 
' Ciucred, 
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qucred, then they would hb longer wifli for peace, 
bccaufe in their blind hatred againft the goverh- 
nierit, thb dignity of the French Republic was of 
little import-’ to theih. We are conquerors, we’ 
muft grant to oul* dangerous rivals what'they would 
not perhaps have exa£led if they had gained pof-* 
feffionbf part of our territory.' 

The mind, divided between aftoniflimerit and 
Indignation, knows not what this' new race of 
writers is, who favour with their pens foreign 
powers, and who call down fhame and ruin oh 
their country, and all for the triumph of their di- 
plomacy. 


CHAP. XCVII. 

WINTER BALLS* 

Winter balls have already fucceeded the nu- 
merous balls of fpring and futnmcr. Thefe wear 
another complexion, but thefe pleafures meet 
with no interruption, ball rooms are to be found 
everywhere, for'alas ! what contributes to idle- 
nefs amongft us, idlcncfs which preys on the 
Parifiaiij' (lounging by nature) and which will kill 
him with his nineteen daily theatres j the reign 
of idlencfs, I fay, is as continhow's in the great- 

) ci tt 



3-74 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 

city as the fundamental bafe of an opera orchef- 
tra. 

Next to money, dancing is actually all that 
the Parifian loves, cherifties, or rather what he 
idolizes. Every clafs has its dancing fociety, 
both little and great, that is to fay, rich and poor, 
all dance, it is a rage, an univerfal tafte. The 
Parifians dance, or rather whirl about, for nothing 
is more difficult for them than to keep time, and 
nothing more rare amongft them than a mulical 
ear. * 

Under the reign of terror, the Parifians, ffiy 
and trembling, and not venturing at that time to 
write a newfpaper, or ftop a cart, hied to the 
play-houfes and to clubs, and danced- only in pub- 
lic fetes, and fometimes around the fcaffold •, im- 
mediately all the -walls were covered with nume- 
rous advertifements in a ftyle almoft academical, 
announcing balls of all colours, and fome fo 
cheap^ that the fervant-girl might become a fub- 
feriber. 

Not a little girl who does not find a gallant 
to conduft her to thexe fchools of turbulence 
and feduftion. If her lover refufes to take he» 
to the ball, or does not dance afliduoufly enough 
with her, ffie turns him oflT without delay, and 
vows a woman’s hatred, that is, a difguifed hatred 
towards him. 

They dance at the Carmes, the feene of the 
murders of September; at the Noviciate of the 
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J<!fuits ; at the Convent of the Carmelites, in the 
Marais ; at the Seminary of St. Sulpice j at the 
Convent of the Filles de St. Marie ; they dance 
in three ruined churches of my feftidn, and on 
the pavement of all the tombs which have not 
yet been taken away. The names of the dead 
are under the feet of the dancers, who do not 
perceive it, and who forget that they are treading 
on graves. They dance allb in every guinqintte, 
on the Boulevards, in the Champs Elyfees, along 
the quays, dancing in all the cabarets, the haunt 
of the infanterie, of riioney-jobbers, who, after 
having all day long cheated whatever unfortunate 
individuals fall into their hands, make at length 
ducks and drakes with the public fortune. Danc- 
ing, in fliort, at all the profeflbrs of rigadoons, who 
are called artifts, the fame as players. 

'I'here is, however, this difl’erence between 
them and the modem profeflbrs of the human un- 
derjlanding, that they have never been anxious to 
difeover whether, when a man dances, his foul 
was then in his heel or .his pineal gland. 

They wake the fiddlers at night. They knock, 
ring, bawl at the door, as they do at the accou- 
cheur’s in prefling cafes. “ I lallo ! quick ! get 
up! run ! they are waiting for you.” The fiddler 
rubs his eyes, fvvears, IVhat a rafcally trade it is j 
gets up, dreflTes himfelf, a.nd goes and gains his 
fix livres piece, without reckoning three bottles 
of wine, of which he does not leave a drop. 

; All 
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All the players on the violin are engaged three 
weeks beforehand : they gain money in propor*-' 
tion as they go (m 'a long time. ‘ Go on a long 
time: this is the principal merit~they muft go 
all night, and the wrift muft be unwearied. -Why 
has the violin ft> much credit? I do not know 
why, but every fiddler is in vogue, provided he 
can hold the fiddle-fticks till four in the morning;, 
and that is the main part of the bufinefs, of the* 
art I fliould fay. In fhort, theliddler ought to be' 
ftrong in his wrift, in his arm, to make the cords 
twang. 

It is fb feridus a bufinefs, that there is' a pro- 
mife, an engagement in writing, for there is "no 
jc-fting with the adminiftrator of a ball! The per- 
jured fiddler who fliould break his word,' who 
ihould difappoint a dancing^r/e/v, would be held 
in greater horror than Marat, Drouet, or Ba- 
hoeuf, and befides, he would be carried before the 
juftice of peace. 

The fovereign people dance every day ! They 
are not then fo diflTatisfiedv and in each of thofe 
balls fo renowned, there are -gaming-rooms, fide- 
tables for refrefliments, illuminatiohs on the one 
fide, on the other (haded corUeis, favourable twi- 
light j in (hort, darknefs vifible, but not like that 
of Milton. ' • 

It is who fliall ftudy to kill five or fix hours in 
fliaking his heels; but in the flyle of the'elfigant 
balls, the noble tone of the ancient paladins -is re- 
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yived: it js-the cavalier and the damt while in 
the peoplfiis balls' they - fay* CitizenjC;.itbyenQ&, 

■ It; may natilrally be conceived, that the adyer- 
tifen^nts for the balls of the elegants cannot be. 
fraiited otberwife than according to the, ariftocra- 
tical idioms;. that is natural, land om inconceivabiesi 
and our would, not enter a ball of clti«- 

z^ns. Fie! that would look fo much like ' the 
republic and it is a fettled point -between the, 
notary’s and the grocer’s- wife, that it is a word 
which is not fupportable. Does a republic 
dance? We have feen a king dance : Louis the 
XVlth, and the court balls, what will replace 
them? What will make up for the court-minuet, 
in which the dancing arch-princefs turned her 
back to her dancing arch-prince, to prefent her 
front to the King of France ? Oh ! how majeftic 
that was ! • 

But the two hundred balls, and the balls of 
Pruggiers, of Lucquet, of Mauduit, of Wenzel, 
of Montanfier, and all private balls, even the 
moft elegant, though crowded, hide their dimi- 
niihed heads at the fight of the ball of the hotel- 
RuhlieUy which rakes together a world. It is the 
ark of tranfparent robes, of hats loaded with lace, 
gold, diamonds, gauzes, and embofomed chins ! 
Its entrance is forbidden, e-xcept to perfons of a* 
certain fortune. In this enchanted place, a hun- 
dred goddefles, perfumed with efl’ences, crowned- 
wUh .rofe5, float in Athenian robes, exercife and. 
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purfue alternately the looks of our inmAibki, with 
lilvering hair, flioes a la Ttirque, and refembling in 
fo ftriking a manner that humorous and new en- 
graving which bears their names, that I am almofl 
led to think it no caricature. 

The women there are nymphs, fultanas, ra- 
vages j fometimes Minerva or Venus; foraetimes 
Diana or Eucharis. All the women are drefed 
in white, and' white fuits all women. Their breaft 
is naked, their arms alfo. 

The men, on the contrary, are too negligent. 
They fometimes bring to my remembrance thofe 
lacejneys who, in the old regime, danced in the 
drawing-room once a year, vShfOve Tuefday at 
midnight, twenty minutes before their mailers 
went to bed. They dance with a cold, morofe 
air : one would imagine they were thinking about 
politic.s— they are thinking of nothing, uulefs it be 
fomc plans of money-jobbing. 

The women are more decidedly given up to 
the plcafure of the dance, but Hill with mode- 
ration. If a few words are heard, they arc 
‘ rare, and iliue only from the mouth of tlie ri^a- 
dooncr, a deipot armed with his fiddle-ftick, who 
affects a foldierly tone and ill- humour, who cor- 
refls every falfe flop amidft two hundred women, 
whofe lllent dance is certainly a lingular excep- 
tion to the ufua! tumult of French focieties. 
'I'licy evidently are in meditation, in order to 

. adji.u! 
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acljuft their different motions with more preci- 
fion 

The fpe£iators mingle with the dancers, and 
form a fort of groups between the different fets 
of cotillons, without interrupting any. It is fel- 
dom, indeed,' that a dancer receives the leaft 
(hock. . Her little foot falls juft within an inch of 
mine j fhe bounds like a flalli of lightning, but the 
mufic makes her return to the point fhe quitted. 
Like a brilliant comet, fhe runs through her ellip- 
fes in whirling on herfelf, as by a double effeft of 
attraftion and gravitation. I might advance a 
little before her without fearing to touch any 
thing but her garment. I feel almoft her breath, 
and without grazing her. 

Every one is motionlefs under the ventilation 
of the dancers j and the women on whom you de- 
cide aloud, pafs and repafs with velocity, as if .in- 
different to the praife j but their ear has loft no- 
thing of what has been faid about them. 

Their eyes, which feem invariably fixed on 
their partners, glance through the circle with 
fuch rapidity, that you muft ftudy that motion 
with attention in order to feize it j neverthelefs' 
they have feen every thing. 

* The moft majeftic, the moft gravely folemn, the moll 
magnificently ridiculous thing I have ever feen iu my life, was 
the French minuet danced before the King of Fiance The fteps 
of the dancers were fcarcely heard — a fileuce — I candot de- 
feribe that fort of refpeftful awe, I appeal to all fuch witncli'es 
as are not guillotined. Poor mortals ! 


Farther 



380 NEW PICTVRE OF PARIS. 

Farther on are courtezans in feparate groups. 
There the motion is ftill more rapid : they are 
covered with diamonds which reflect a. fparkling 
luftre. Their dancing has an expreffion more 
charaflerized. We cannot help obferving, that 
they are afraid of appearing too lafeivious j but 
the look, the look which never lies, reveals them. 
They cannot and never will be able to imitate the 
geftures, the voluptuous, but decent compofure 
of other women. The converfation around them 
alfo acquires a fort of licentioiifnefs which does 
not exift at thirty paces diftant from their groupes. 
Thefe have paid a larger tribute to the perfu-^ 
mer. 

In an inflant, at a certain fignal, all thofc 
groupes are divided, the empty benches are in- 
ilantly filled, but only by the women. What no- 
velty is announced by this change ? A concert, 
which is about to begin. The women, who had 
been reftrained in dancing by the defire of fuperio- 
rity over their rivals, and whofe attention was 
onciiaiiied by the varied and multiplied figures of 
the cotillons, now begin to fpcak. The men, 
who are ftanding, are glancing over, and watching 
them-^they feem to be feated there in order to 
receive the homage due to their frivolity. Such 
are diftinguUhed who have put rings on their 
toes, thofe who wear a light drefs, flefli colour, and 
I'o tight, that you may fafely wager there is no 
fhift next the Ikin. 

A con-' 
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A confuted buzzing drowns the concert, the. far- 
cafm which has fucceeded the ingenious bon-mot, 
runs through the crowd. They curfe the governmen t 
aloud, when it is mild and humane, whiJft the fan* 
guinary and tyrannical government was an objefl 
of refpeft. Silence is never obferved but when 
Rhodes tries to draw from his violin founds as 
melting as thofe of Orpheus; but ftill it is not 
Viotti. The palifadoes ranged round each bench 
(I fpeak of the men, it is the fame thing), the pa- 
lifadoes give themfelvcs up to a thouiand decla- 
mations againft the governors,, endeavouring to 
excite againft them every fentiment of defpair, 
of contempt, and of public .hatred. The region 
of the ball becomes the den of calumny; but 
more infolent than mifehievous, it degenerates 
into ftupidity, into a torrent of grofs inveftivc, 
and foon drives away eveai the inquifitive. One 
man fays to his neighbour, “ Look at thefe wo- 
men.” — “ !”— « They are all kept by.depu- 

“ ties.” — *' Do you think fo?” “ She with the 
“ lively eye and flendcr waift, flie is the miftrefe of 
“ Raffron. That young lady, with bare neok, and, 
“ covered with diamonds, is the fitter of Guyoma);di 
“ his laft motion was paid for with the. jewels, of 
" the crown. That beautiful . forward, fair girl, 
“ (he is the youngeft daughter of Ifnard, wiio has 
“ put afide an hundred thoufand crowmS; for her 
“ portion— She is to be married to-morrrow. There 
" is not, as you fee, a member of the , Legifla- 
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“ tive Body, who has not two or three womeii 
“ here, each of whofe gowns cods the republic a 
“ part of its domains.’* TTic concert, is finiflied, 
and fupper begins, where the women, Who have 
no longer the reftraint of days and bodice, 
which formerly locked them up, may eat to fa- 
tiety, and they- acquit themfelves very well. 
They devour turkeys duffed with truflSes, and an- 
chovy padry ; they eat for the famiflied dock- 
holder, the foldier, every clerk and agent of the 
republic i and w'hild they are feeding, they talk 
of the horrible evils of the republic. There is 
nothing fo abominable as the prefent regime j if 
they dance, it is to enrage the two councils, who 
they Have heard do not love dancing. They add, 
that there is nothing but balls which are impe- 
rifhable in France. All the fcrophulous gentr)', 
who have their chin in their cravats, exclaim, 
“ Pa-ole viBimk cela m pent fas ditrer,” — “ Upon 
“ the wo— d of a vi£tim, this cannot endu-c.” 
Meanwhile, the women who are curfmg this 
dreadful republican regime, are the daughters, 
fiders, waves of contractors for the republic j 
they kieep on eating, and drink no longer wine, 
on account of the weaknefs of their nerves, but 
fwallow down Kirfchwajfer, m,rafquier, smd liqueurs 
from Martinico. 

Formerly the -women at balls took refrefli- 
ments, confiding of a few bifeuits with a little 
wine. It is mere gluttony that rages at prefent, 
4 and 
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and I could not ceafe admiring their firm coun- 
tenance at table, and with what free graces they 
fatisfy their robuft appetites. Cold partridges 
make two mouthfuls, diflies difappear, and great 
glafles of water cool in intervals their palate, 
burnt by the fire of Spirits. ' 

Noify Vulgar pleafures! and women are in 
their element amidft your tumult 1 Content glows 
on their faces in fpite of their eternal abufc of 
the prefent moment ; never amougft any people 
was fucb licentioufiiefspermitted ; even Jacobin 
vulgarity finks beneath the rudenefs of the un- 
cockaded' females. They have danced, drunk, 
ate ; they have deceived three or four adorers of 
the oppolite party with fuch freedom and eafe, 
as to make it believed that our age has no longer 
need of the leaft fliade of hypocrify or diffimu- 
lation, and that it is beneatii us to palliate our 
habits and our taftes, whatever they may be, 

I return immediately to the circle, Vraving 
my looks >Nit\v all tlicfe different attitudes 
in every piquant and really new point ,of view, 
for 1 am a ftatuary and painter in my brain, and 
this is the reafon why there is not a fingle pic- 
ture in the Mufeuro, which 1 have not retouched 
according to my own imagination. Ah ! poor 
painters, how cold and monotonous you are in 
general, without fpirit, and particularly without 
invention ! how fit you are to paint Calvary’s ! 
Unfortunate, hillorical painters 1 you have mur- 
dered 
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dere4 hiftory. And. your Watteau j no, he has 
not fcen balls, or our grandmothers were very 
heavy and very aukward, in comparifon of their 
daughters; no, Watteau had feen nothing. I 
compare all thefe talking and a£ting dancing 
figures, to thofe I have met with in different 
countries ; and 1 ani perfuaded, dutt l^ench wo- 
men are of all women thofe who have moll 
grace, even in thofe functions which lead admit 
of U ; fuch as eating voracioufly, looking boldly, 
talking loudly, and declaiming anti-republicanly. 

But likewife- 1 know not if any one has ever 
feen at any period, or in any country, 'a woman 
in the midft of the rudeft of winters, without 
dockings, or any other Hioes than a flight foal in 
the form of a fandal, and Amply tied by flight 
ribbands, expofing the toes of her feet, orna- 
mented, or rather compreffed, by feveral rings, 
and whofe odentation alone makes them bear 
the pain which they feel in forming the dance. 

Who could believe, amidd thofe balls, that war 
is on our frontiers, on the banks of the Rhine, of 
the Sambre, and the Meufe, beyond the moun- 
tains, and over the ocean ? That Europe al- 
lied, under the influence of frantic fanaticifm, 
the' dogma of tyrants, dill more abfurd than the 
dogma of tranfubdantiation, is obdinately threat- 
ening France, the republic, the conditution, Pa- 
ris, the balls, and even the dancers ; no perfoo 
thinks on thefe bloody hodilitics, on thefe coa- 

Icfccd 
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lefced majefties, who are anxious to raife" up 
again the dignity of their throne on French 
corpfe's. . 

I fee even a fwarm of young men, of twenty- 
three years, etubryo-pufipyo-crates, who have (luck 
their cravats up to their mouths, and w'ho dance 
longer, as if enchanted 'at having faved theih* 
fclves, (I know not how), from the requifition. 

But what noife is that yonder ? Who is that 
Roman, preceded by fo many applaufes ? let us 
draw near, let us fee ! The crowd preffes around 
her ! Is fhe naked I doubt. Let us draw 
nearer j ob, this is worth my pencil; her light 
pantaloon, like the famous leather breeches of 
Monfiegneur the Count D’ Artois, whom four 
great lackeys raifed in air to let him fall into the 
garment, fo that it lliould form no plait, and who, 
cafed up all day, was unbreeched at night, by 
raifing him up in the fame manner, and witli 
more exertion j the female pantaloon, ex'tremely 
tight, though of filk, perhaps fufpaffes the fa- 
mous breeches by its perfeft adhereilcej it is 
garniflied with a kind of bracelets; the bodice 
is cut flanting in a knowing manner, and under 
a gauze curioufly painted, the refervoir of mater- 
nity are palpitating. A fliift of clear lawn ex- 
pofes the legs and thighs, which are encircled 
by hoops of diamonds fet in gold. A fwarm of 
young'men furround her with the language of 
diflblute joy ; the impudent young woman feems 
■ VOL. 1 . C « to 
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to pay no attention. One further bold ftroke of 
the MerveiUeitfe, and we may be able to contem* 
plate aniongft us the antieut dances of the girls 
of Laconia ; there remains fo little to let fall, 
that I know not if true modefty would not gain 
by taking off the tranfparent veil. The flefli- 
coloured pantaloon, clofcly applied to the fkin, 
irritates the imagination, and difcovers only the 
fineft parts of the form, and thofe attraftions 
which are the moft concealed ; fuch are the days 
which have preceded thofe of Robefpierre ! 

It refulfs neverthelefs from hence, that all wo- 
men appear abfolutely to have the fame Ikin, as 
they difcover to the firft glance the fame fair 
trefles,. Alas! unhappily for me, I idolize no 
hair but which, is black, or brown! I know, 

however, that under this fair decoration Oh ! 

w'hen will the fafliion come for a fkin brown, or 
tawny, for 1 am for beauties more or lefs Afri- 
can ! 

But let us leave thefe great balls ; the pipe 
and tabor beat only mtchanically j the coloured 
lamps fmoke and look pale. 

Let us go home, and make a vifit to-morrow 
to a bourgeois ball. 

Well, I have here more to gi.efs at than clfe- 
where, the refembling feature is more difficult 
to feize, there are infinitely more of details and 
of lliades, though on the firft view all appear 
pretty uniform. The moll dexterous diffimu- 
. lation 
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latioii holds its empire here, becaufe the dance 
goes on under the infpeftion of mammas, aunts, 
uncles and brothers. The girl has to deceive all 
thefe ninnies ; and, with fome contrivance, flie 
fucceeds. To thefe balls mammas, it is true, 
condu6t their daughters, but nearly in the fame 
manner as .thofe duennas, who accompany young 
adlrelTcs as far as bfehind the feenes, and all for 
the fake of form. Thefe young perfons appear 
at firft timid in attempting pirouettes, rigadoons, 
and entrechats j but thefe fteps, which they have 
meditated, which they have ftudied, which they 
have repeated fo laborioufly in the prefence of 
their matter, arc to be, as they imagine, . the firft 
ftep to fortune. They dance wdth matrimonial 
intentions, for they all expcfl to marry the rich- 
eft man of the neighbourhood ;. and this is what 
fanftifies, in the eyes of the mammas, the fin of 
the ball. The confeffor has loft his credit; but 
regains it with ufury when he tolerates the ball, 
and condemns and delivers over to perdition the 
republic; more than one poor girl has found 
means of marrying advantageoufly , for having 
made a trial of quick flops, and lightuefs. In this 
manner young girls, which till now never hap- 
pened, go every where. There are no longer 
what they call feducers, fince the great facility of 
marriages, fince divorce is introduced fo complai- 
fantly in aid of all our fancies. No one fears ei- 
ther the contract, or engagement, which can be 
broken, made, and unmade again. No one any 
C c ? longer 
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longer fears thofe accidents, which formerly 
threw a (lain on a familv for half a centurv. 

d J 

Balls have therefore taken place of convents 
for girls ; they ufed to be vifited at the grate, at 
prefent the interview takes place at the dancing- 
mafter’s, who is become quite as genteel and as 
convenient as a portrait painter. Congratulate 
yourfclves, good manmas, and ye auguft female 
citizens, logically miftrefs Ihopkecpers, moft arif- 
tocratical wives .of notaries, formerly, the parifli 
formon was a tirefome fervice j now you have 
the morality of the Vaudeville, the vefpers put 
in Vaudeville, in the pieces of Santeuil and Do- 
minique, the vefpers chanted by llarlcquin. 
This chanting delights all your little family, 
and, confefs the truth, yourfelvcs. The ball after 
that appears to .you a decent place ; for every 
thing is comparative, and you fee no inconve- 
nience rcfulting from it. This is not the moment 
to condemn balls, which facilitate marriages. I 
am certainly not a rigorift ; I would not hinder 
girls from being man led ; but thefc midnight 
balls, I warn you; complaifant mammas, favour 
a great many things, and only ferve to widen the 
halls of the Foundling Hofpitals *. Military' 
balls are alfo diftinguillicd by n (till greater effer- 
vefcence. The tumult of camps, and the clank- 
ing of arms form, if I may ufe the expreflion, the 
mufic. The motions, the flops of the dancers, 

* The number of foundlings is iiicreafed at Paris, nearly 
double within eighteen months. 

lUrTN-. 



KEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 389 

have fomething manly, and you may perceive by 
their martial air, that they would pafs.with the 
fame ardour from the arms of plcafure to the 
field of viftory ; all the chins there are naked, 
and the manly countciiance is marked by honour- 
able nuiftachios. 

It is with regret that we have feen the brave 
defenders of the country furrounded by thefe wo- 
men without modelly, more fitted to turn them 
from their duties than to attach them, and who, 
by their dangerous attraftions, may render them 
incapable of fuftaining the weight of arms, and 
the fatigue of war. Modeft and virtuous wo- 
men, be the bearers of national gratitude ! give 
your hand to thofe warriors, whofe chara£lcr in 
general is always more frank and generous than 
that of other men. 

There arc balls for all conditions, water-car- 
riers and coal-porters have theirs alfo, for I would 
not forget any thing. In thefe cellars, even at 
the bottom of alleys, in filthy cabarets, at the 
found of the tunelefs fiddle, or fcpicaking clari- 
nets, every Sunday and deeadi (for the people 
keep the two holidays alike) often even in the in- 
terval thefe Auvergnates dance fo as to fliakc the 
flooring, and make the proprietor tremble for lo- 
cal reparations. The dancing-room is lighted by 
a luftre compofed of two crofs pieces of wood, or 
by a few earthen lamps ranged along the wall. 
In the midfl; of a cloud of tobacco fmokc, and the 

fmeU 
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Tnioll of brandy, you foe inimaginable dancer.'; 
rife or fall back without ftep or meafurc ; and 
quite alongfide,on benches half worn, even groupcs 
of men and women fmothcr each other with 
fmacks of killing fo hideous as made me turn 
afide my head, and which at prefent make me 
repent of having given the feene a place in my 
memory. Sometimes the wooden flioe, in jump- 
ing, flies ofl^ breaks the lump, and fprinkles the 
aflembly with the oil; that is nothing, it doesne 
harm either to flioes or flockings, or to the cotil- 
lon ; the burning tallow makes no impreffion on 
tlie tanned fkins of thefe Veftris’s ; they fnatch up 
their flotiched hats, and move oil, giving one ano- 
ther, by way of joy, pretty flout blows witli ihei; 
fifts. 

In fliort, I have feen balls where dancers by 
profeflion, drefled like negroes, flivages, Chinefe, 
paladins, drew univerfal admiration, becaufe tlicy 
were not known, but I have often found out the I'e 
fubtlc fvvindlers of fame. What Is it neverlhelefs 
that the love of glory will not undertake ? I ha\'i ' 
furprized them in a ball of waflierwomen, into:ci- 
cating thernfelves with the admiration of twenty 
fempftrefles. Thus an a£tor ( f the fccond and 
third rank, hifled and re-hifled, takes a part at 
Nicolet’s and Riboe’s, and is crowned with ap- 
plaufes ; he then paffes a good night. 

Celebrated dancers of the opera! Is it you 
who have turned all the heads in the city? You 
4 may 
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may count as many awkward imitators as there 
are pretenders to corporal graces; but if Veftris 
be an objc£l of imitation, windpipe Garat is an 
objeft of imitation alfo, and wc hear nothing but 
the quavering of his eternal cadences. Windpipe 
Garat is an inftrument faid to be unique, who 
executes mufical difficulties, and difficulties fo 
great, that they feem almoft queer and oddiffi. ■ I 
am told that it Is very fine, people are tranfport- 
cd, and this is what I found moft curious. Ah ! 
thefe balls and concerts! the tree of luxury and 
opulence flouriffies amidft a city peopled with 
objects of mifery, as we fee a fuperb orange-tree 
rifing out of a painted cafe filled with dung. 

Parifians ! my dear Parifians ! dance or go to 
mafs — dance and go to mafs'at the fame time, but 
for heaven’s fake never think of politics, for w'hen 
you would talk politics, you fall into the groflell 
fnares that could be laid for vou. You then are 
making w'ay on the credit of a few w’rctchcs for 
all the horrors of anarchical diffolution. Dance, 
1 beg of you, dance ! for it is irapoffible you 
ffiould have any other employment that fuits you 
fo well. Alas ! would it, no.t have been better 
for you to have been dancing the 3 1 ft of May, the 
2d of June, the 4th Praircal, and the 13th Ven- 
demiaire ? 

And who in the end, credulous Parifians, do 
you liften to ? There is Icfs ennui in feeing the 

dance 
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dance than in hearing a Royalift pot-pourri * at 
the Lycees, iffuing from the mouth of a literary 
declairaer, who hires himfelf as a linger or a fiddler, 
and who fells in perfon his worn-out rhetoric. 
Like the fiddler, he continually recommences the 
fame humdrum that he gave us ten j ears fincc, 
and he does not even perceive the ennui that he 
diftils. 

Dance for evetj then, my dear Parifians ! and 
in preference to the fad and monotonous litera- 
ture of our academical dances, in preference cfpe- 
cially to all thofc common-place phrafes of ftupid 
ariftocracy and extravagant royalifm. Let our 
Lyceums, inftead of detailing fuch hackneyed de- 
clamations, open their fpacious halls for the 
dance. Begone, ye blockheads, whofe fiile is far 
from the dancing mood ; you are not worth tlu; 
fiddle which enlivens our fpirits, for you throw a 
lhade over the moft brilliant and numerous afiem- 
blics. Give way to the tambourin ; and the bet- 
ter to prove that ye ought to do fo, let us hear 
what the grave Montefquieu has written on dan- 
cing. “ Dancing pleafes us by its lightnefs, by a 
certain grace, by the beauty and variety of the at- 

* Wretched declaimers, who are continually holding up to 
us the bloody rbbe of Caefar (which Anthony difplayed only 
once to the Roman people), know that u politics yetterday is a 
corpfe, and to-morrow is fomething ; and that in the perfon of 
l.ouis theXVIth it was not a man that was put to death, but a 
government. 


titudes, 
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iitudcs, by its connexion with mufic ; but it 
pieafes efpecially by a difpofition of our brain, 
which is fuch, that it fecretly brings the idea of 
all the motions to certain . motions, the greater 
part of the attitudes to certain attitudes.” 


CflAP. XCVIII. 

PATRIOTIC OFFERINGS. 

Gold and filver was laid with good will on the 
.altar of the country, to aid its wants. An hiflo- 
rical account of all the patriotic offerings made 
fince the beginning of the Revolution might be- 
come the fubje£l of a work fitted to honour the 
nation. I flifill cite only one which cleferves 
♦he preference, becaufe it was one of the firft 
that was made. 

'I'hcre are in Paris certain focietics of work- 
men, who voluntarily united from the love of la- 
bour and of piety, prefented the pure image of 
that nionkiffi life which for a long time has been 
fought for in vain in cloifters. 

Among thefe eftablifhmcnts, that of the bro- 
ther Ihoc-raakers of the ftrect of the Grand 
Truandcrie is noted. Thefe honeft and laborious 
mechanics, from the produce of their common la- 
bours, had formed a capital of an hundred and 

fifty- 
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fifty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fifty. livres, the 
intereft of which kept up a certain degree of cafe 
amongft thcmfelvcs, and furniflied a fund for cha- 
rity. Thefe excellent patriots oifered to the Na- 
tional Affembly the facrifice of their little trea- 
fure, alking only a penfion for the aged and in- 
firm. 


CHAP. XCIX. 

f .\r. ICA rC'PES, fOLLlF.S. 

C.vF JCATURE.S have been exhaufied on every 
candidate, oe. all governors paft, prefent, and to 
coinc : the voice of calumny is for ever indefati- 
gable. Ever) thing that wit or folly can fay or 
imagine has been imagined or faid. It may be faid, 
that calumri;' is amon r the Parifians what the fin 
againfr nature- in Sodom and Gomorrha, it 
lun acquired the right cF citizenfliip. But if inju- 
ries and infults arc not fpared to men in place, 
they pay for all thefe farcafn > by the moft calm 
contempt ; they are indifi'erent even to the writ- 
ings which defend them, how then fliould they 
not be fo to thofo who attack them? One would 

imagine 
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imagine that they had taken for their device a line 
of my own — 

LaifTons les bavarder, et gardens Tatflion. 

The hundred and thirty-three daily newfpapcrs 
all change, each according to its fancy, and the 
effe£l which refults is fuch as is produced by a 
too numerous and difeordant orcheftra ; you can 
no longer diftinguifli any thing ; it is a noife, and 
a noife which often makes you laugh. There is 
fcarcely a ftreet wlicre there is not a newfpapcr 
printed, and three novvfpaper writers in the gar- 
rets fcribbling, or rather cutting out columns of 
newfpapcrs, and never mending their pen till they 
are paid the month in advance. From having 
been too anxious to raife the prefs above every 
thing clfe, to make it the fupreme magiflrature, 
i ) place it above the laws of decency, of civility, 
rhe profs is fallen back to Zero. Such is the flrft 
fruits of licentioufnefs. The good w’hich is found 
in thofe flieets is loft, becaufe every periodical 
paper is configned to contemptuous oblivion, 
becaufe all of them have changed their charafter 
according to events. 

Caricatures feem to have taken their place, and 
have formed an addition to the unlimited liberty of 
the prefs. The paflengers ftop in crowds before 
the print fliops, to look at the incredibks, the wou- 
der/tds, the jiJJiwomeii, the Jlate creditor, the fo/ly 
of the day, the anarchjiy the danger of wi^s. This 

laft 
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laft caricature reprcfents a woman on horfeback, 
whofe hat and hair have flown off at the fame 
time. 

Thefe humorous reprefentations of our abfur- 
dities, our follies, our humours, and our vices, 
excite only the tranfitory fmile of a light people, 
who ftudy themfelvcs in their drefs, varied at 
every inftant, and fully juftify the charge of abfur- 
dity offered by this faithful mirror. The print of 
the incredibles has generalized the dog’s cars j as 
filly journals, from the abufe of the republic, have 
made many republicans. 

By the fide of thefe caricatures, figure in full 
drefs the poriraits of thofe generals w'hofe nn- 
knownjiHmcs are fuddcnly covered with immortal 
glory, and who, generous defenders of France, 
have laved the whole of Kurope. from the horri- 
ble fyftem of oppreflion and flavery which kings 
had meditate:! agei’ifr.it. Their republican har- 
mony, ftrarge.>‘s to the meannefs of jealoufy, docs 
them no lefs honour th.an their vi£lories. Cha- 
rette ranks among them, fnce French generofity 
dotsjuffict to his talents, while it 'defpifcs his 
contemptible fanalicifm. Fhc portraits of Louis 
and 'his daughter are framed and. eti^pofed like the 
reti : they are pictures, and nothing more in the 
eyes of the fpeftator who buys them if he pleafes, 
or laughs according to his fancy. You are 
plucked by .the fleeve, and offered the death of 
Louis the XVTih and Maria Antoinette, trage- 
dies 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 39T 

dies at only fifteen fous a-piece, but no one pur- 
chafes. 

But what is moft ftriking is the liftleifnefs 
of the people. The lower clafles work very 
Icifurely. Their arms fcarcely deign to make 
the leaft effort. Their trades are become a kind 
of amufement. Hard labour terrifies them ; the 
hand-cart is flightly loaded, the porter’s knot is 
gently preffed. They hire their arms, as it were, 
by condefeenfion, they want to gain in an hour the 
value of a whole day’s labour ; they feem, in 
fliort, by working with the mofi: marked carelefT- 
nefs, to oblige the maftcr, who pays them high 
wages. They fill at an early hour the guinguettes 
and theatres. Forgetting the paft, killing the pre- 
lent, and thinking nothing of the future, they go 
every day to the public walks j they are on the 
Boulevards, on the Quays, with their arras crolf- 
cd ; they arc in coffec'-houfes, occupied in a party 
of billiards, or hanging over a game of domino. . 
Thus they pafs their time, almoll aihamed of the 
labour of the fliop. Thanks to the undiffemblcd 
multiplicity of drinking fliops, billiards, cheap 
play-houfes, cabarets, the Parilian is become the 
idled man on the earth, and we are led to enquire 
by what means this idle multitude are fed ? 

A fliort time fince, the cut of the gowns of 
women, of fathion was fliapcd like a heart ; at 
prefent, that of the bodice terminates in wings 
of butterflies, of which the fex feem anxious to 

be 
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be the emblem, and which they ofteneft take for 
a model. Yefterday they wore hats a la Pamela, 
to day hats a TAuglaiJey yefterday they decked 
themfelves with feathers, with flowers, with rib- 
bands, or a handkerchief in form of a turban, af- 
limilated them to odalifks; to-day their caps take 
the form of the wife of Philip de Comincs ; yef- 
^erday their thin- fhoes were loaded with rofes, 
and fixed to the ancle with a ribband elegantly 
knotted j to-day a great buckle cut in diamonds 
covers almoft the whole of their foot, concealing 
every part except the end of a flight bouquet, 
the embroidery whicli finiflies at the extreme 
point of the flioc. And let no one imagine that 
this is a caricature of our falhionables, fcarccly is 
it a flight flcetch of their follies, of their infinitely 
varied changes. 

As to the walking clafs, they ape the firft very 
well with refpc£t to caps, hats, and finery 5 but 
, they arc always dcteftably fliod, not becaufe their 
(hoes are flat,, but becaufc they arc badly made, 
and out of form j which fliews that they buy 
them ready made, and that a young girl often 
takes the flioes of .her grandmother. The eye 
can fcarcely accuftom itfelf to fee them walk 
without aflTiftance ; and though tucked up half 
leg, they fplafli themfelves full more than the 
men. When I was a young man, the women 
walked on their toes, and the fluff of their fhoes 
wTis untouched, the wet did not pafs the foie. 

At 
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At the moment 1 write, ftraw hats are the 
rage, and ftraw plumes, which have difcarded the 
triumphal feather. . ^ 

Fatigued in rambling through Paris to change 
my palate, if I enter a cofFee-roorn, I hear every 
one complaining of being ruined by the Revolu- 
tion ; and thofe who hold this language do no- 
thing, and pafs their lives at the coffec-houfe ; but 
it is a tonj every one mud be ruined by the 
Revolution, and he who had two hundred livres 
revenue, would make you believe that he had 
twenty thoufand. Kvery one loudly calls for 
peace, and no one rejoices at our aftonilhing vic- 
tories. The tradefman who has read Roman hif- 
tory, is no more affe6led by the great attions of 
our general's than by a romance. He will ftoop 
down, and whifper myfterioufly in your ear, Pkok- 
aparle is goin^ to pafs the Rubicon^ a', id imitate C^efar. 
Where has he taken that great idea ? In talking 
with his neighbour at mafs, where he goes not 
from faith, but only, as far as he imagines, to en- 
rage the republic. He pities the priefls, fpeaks 
of their miferies, of their inconvcniencies, which 
all rcfult from the Revolution ; every thing crofs 
that happens in the world has no other fource. 
His wife and daughter are attacked by dreadful 
pains in the ftomach. It is at the queues that 
they have picked up this diforder ; it is in confe- 
qucncc of the long faft, impofed two years fmee 
by Bbifly d’Anglas. Do not imagine that, they 

are 
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are angry with BoiQy, they have forgiven him in 
this hard Lent, they have given him all their con- 
fidence, -fmee Boifly has promifed them at length 
red eggs a la royqle. 

The eternal chorus is the unhappy fate of the 
ftockholder. Beggars by profeffion are poor 
ruined ftockholders ; the republic will never find 
in its refources wherewith to pay, I do not fay 
the prihcipal, but even the intereft of all the pre- 
tended flock belonging to pretended flockhol- 
ders; and. this is the reafon why the interefl 
which the man of feeling ought to take for the 
real creditor of the ftatc is fo diminiflied. In 
fliort, every thing is become rentier. The old dif- 
mantled coach, drawn by harridans tied with 
cords, 'driven by a coachnian and pofiillion in tat- 
ters, and w'hofc heels appeared through their 
flioes. This droll equipage is no longer the car- 
riage of the pretender, it is that of the flbckliol- 
der. The fliopkeeper, for ever avaricious, mur- 
murs, but he is quiet ; one would fuppofe that he 
perceives that he wafles his breath in vain, and 
that no attention is paid him. People in eafy 
circumftances have taken a wife refolution : they 
no longer bufy thcmfelves about politics j they 
turn a deaf car to the .fpeeche;- of the fa£liou&, 
laugh at the wars of the journaiifts, ftudy nothing 
at their toilettes but the cafes of their drefling 
cabinet ; look at themfelves in their boots, with 
a perfe£l indifference for every thing befides. 

The 
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The new mlliomtreSf ftUl more indifierent, but 
not lefs favage againft the govemmeiit, make ft 
an important buliAcis to be with the pmceiTes 
of the day at Garat^s concerts^ called at thU'Sou- 
levard playhoufes^ the modern Orphedrf.* Tliefe 
upftart men are perfectly Ignorant of mlific, bht 
they applaud moft''outrageoufly the quiverings of 
the finger, and they admire the women who em- 
bellifli all the boxes. 

If this world be a' perpetual rotation, wlfy 
iliould not the former apple and tripe-vjromen 
figure in their turn, efpecially when they are 
pretty ? For true nqbility among womrin is grace 
and beauty. 

• Tea-drinking is in high vogue, and almoft the 
only occafion which brings private fociety toge- 
ther. There are no longer any dinners: every 
one eats at the rejaitrateutty*6i which the num- 
ber is infinitely multiplied : fee them at the 

corner of- every ftreet. Yotf'fee nothing but 
daubers hoifted on a ladder, painting for figns, 
hares, ham%*' loblters, fdulage^ or writing in' 
Englilli bold breakfi^, private rooms : — 

This laft advertifemdnt is but too public^ 

The pots and pans, it is j^efumed, are over- 
turned jp almoft evdiy'htmfe. Formerly you vi^ent 
and toi^bm^^inni^t'^tb a fidimid : it is now quite 
difierent) dsery' one remiEdiai ai^bome^r goes to ' 
take his dhmer‘«thls reftaiifke0t,> 

VOL. I. ’IH Is 
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Is this (Bcononoy, or diverfion? This falhion 
certainlf indicates rapture and difunion in do^ 
nieftic*lnT£mgen)ents, as we may affert that the 
r^aurateurs evince su elBential change in our man- 
ner of living, and in our morals. 

Tea {Mffties at lead feem to bring us nem’er to- 
gether : they feem the firft fiep to mount up to- 
wards French urbanity, fo long unknown. The 
women go to thofe parties in full drefs : it is a bril- 
liant aifembly, a certain filence takes place, conver- 
fation is carried on by whifpers } each groupe in- 
fulates itfelf in the midft of the fociety, and 
the paffions, which every where elfe have their 
phyfiognomy and their language, feem here to lay 
afide whatever they have of violent and perfonal, 
and hatred itfelf aflumes an air of amity. Upon 
the whole, it is poffible that tea-drinking may 
bring us back to our old French politeneis. The 
days in which there are no tea-parties you walk 
in Coblentz, in the Champs Elyfees, eat iceS at 
Garchy’s, at Velloni’s, go to the f^s at Tivoli, 
to Ruggieri’s fire-wcnrks, and the poor tnan af- 
fects to Ihudder kt the indecent difplay of that 
luxury which neverthelefs nouriihcs and feeds 
him, 'there muft be luxury at Paris. 

The hcffe^nces at the C'tatop d« ^ars have 
Infpired' the favourites ,of our Amassons with a 
tafie fm-t^llding % •not Ahiazons vyho burnt 
off their t}r^ in ^er to draw bow rite bet- 

ter. 
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ter. All arc ambitious of the glory of riding by 
their fide as knowingly as Franconi. They are 
all ani(ious to ride ‘in the Englifli mode. But not 
knowing how to feiEC the motion of the horfe, 
they fatigue themfelves, ^pd make the Ipefta- 
tors laugh at their convulfiVe fprings : the Bois 
de Bologne is their Olympic Career. 'I^ome years 
fince, foojlifli jockeys ‘ufed to (hear off the ears of 
their horfcs, at pfefent it is the mane which 
they (have ;'they put fiiiniu^ wax on their hoofs ; 
they will fodn powder them. 

It is difficult to know whether the young men 
are more anxious to make a parade of their nags 
or their belles j but they feem moft pleafed with 
their geldings, from the pleafure with which they 
carefs them, and the attention which they pay 
them. This reminds us of a petit maitr^ of the 
old damp, who was very fondof horfe-racing and 
adlreffes foupers.' He was afked which he idolized 
moft, girls or horfes? After a moment’s filence 
he anfwered, ** I loye women beft, but I have 
“ moft efteem for horfcs.” 

It is faid that the greater pait'bf thefe cavaliers 
ride on borrowed horfes, and *lhat all thefe ele- 
gant horfemen cut the air with the fwiftnefs of 
an arrow, in (wd'cr to ride away the 'debauch of 
the evi^ning, and to get sm' appetite for diniMar, 
The lacquey, who ofrtimes belongs nolnore to the 
cavafier than the horfe, finllowt with fad coun- 
tenance his mafter in the momh)g$ and waits im- 
D d 2 ' patiently 
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patiently for the end of the courfe. On the whole^ 
there are few fiery courfers ; a fpee^s of Englifii 
(hort tRin 3ud fiiort ears, worn out with age and 
famine, make up a part of the equipment of our 
Anglomanes. They fiqicy themfelves good horfe- 
men, take their ftiiF pofitions for graces, and ad^ 
mire their own dexterit^j in the midft of their 
courfes 5 but whether they tfalk, trot, or canter, 
thefe young men have always a grave and ftupid 
look. 

But what is moft fingular is, that the women 
and young men flop fuddenly in the midft of 
their, courfe, and when the fun has three hours 
yet to run, quit the pure air of the country for 
heated faloons, where they go to hear qmfic i not 
with the intention of liftening, but anxious to find 
fome ope tcKwhom they may talk of their trot* 
ting, which is the greateft pleafure the rider re* 
ceives from it. 

V( 

Thq only books that are at pref^nt hawked 
about are books of obfcenity,^ the titles and prints 
of which are equally repulfive to mode% and good * 
tafte. They feK thefe horrors every where on 
ftalls, along the Ifridges, at the play>houfe doors, 
and on the Boulevards. The ppifon is not dear, 
ten ibus t)ie volume. Ail tbe.prqdu£|ions of U- 
bertinifm,^aiid the moft licentious, bid the 
other, anc^ attack public morals without fear or 
reftraint. One yi^uid.foppofe that thefe pam* 
phlet'Venderi were {tfivUeged trader^ infilthincla j 

every 
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every title which is not infamous feems to be ex- 
cluded from their Ihops or ftalls. Youth find there, 
without oblhicle or fcruple, the elements of every 
vice. This horrible manufacture of licentious 
books, has for manufacturers all the counterfeit 
traders, or kind of pirates, who will deftroy the 
trade of bookfelling, literature, and men of let- 
ters i it has for its bafis that unlimited liberty of 
the prefs which the molt falfe, the molt wicked, 
or at lealt the molt blind of men, are continually 
preaching up. 

The inltitution of divorce, the facrament of adult 
tsryt comes in aid of this diforder. It feconds, 
in a powerful manner, the difpofition for liberti- 
nlfm kept up by the excefs of gluttony and 
good cheer, by t^ dail^firequenting of theatres, 
balls, and thofe frivolous dilfi^ations of which 
there are no fuch initances amonglt any o^er 
nation on the earth. 

This multiplicity of theatres naturalizes idle- 
nefs, deftroy^ the arts, and thofe frades which re- 
quire attention, palfies the ann, renders the mind 
effeminate, and ceafes to be'^amufementfrom 
its'being fo continually repeated,*^ There arena, 
longer any holidays,' fince^he pe(^le are invited 
every day to' l^fe half of it to main^in, and main- 
tain badly, an army oT fcqwmdn. Parifians 
are as lafciyious as the fpaitowa that Jslb^le their 
roofs } th^ ate ft ill more\olatUe, a^ff change 
their female morefifeqqktfy^' and the’greater-part 

have 
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have ndl«the'ddQ<:Rcjr*c|^ tiiofe animals In their 
pleafbtw. ' ^ . 

It only belongs to inch a people 'to jeft and 
Jangh at the diibrder vrhich Is the conffquence 
of thefe debaucheries. There is not a corner of 
a fireet, riot a wall, which is not triply covered 
widi advertifements of Velhedies for the radical 
cure of the venereal dileafe. Thefe papers are 
put into the hands of old men, women, and young 
girls, and no one blufhes at giving or receiving 
them. Each quarter has its houfe for cures, it is 
tonic cakes, paftilles, chocolates, conriits, &c. &c. 
Mountebanks of the fame kind, but lefs in vogue, 
play the merry Andrew on horfeback or in cabrU 
olets. and Pierrot diftributes to the fpeflators an- 
tifiphilick remedies, at ^e found of cymbals, cla- 
rinets, and French-horns. Such are the people 
of Paris, who have undergone d thorough change 
in eight years j who fell their crowns of fix livres 
for gros fous, and exclaim againft money-jobbers j 
who drink, laugh, fu^, dance, and murmur at a 
peaceable' and vigilant government, which they 
accufe in the mdming of beir^ royalift, in the 
Aveniog of beittgfterronft j for th^ never ceafe to 
have the'fe rhymes in<^ in the& mouths, whom 
they calumniate, and whom th^ttbmaten, at leaft 
In Words,’ alter hhving endured long and filently, 
fometimek'evj^ with the appearance pf approba- 
tion, the government of Robefpierie. 


I (hould 
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1 fhould fpeak of the hotel of Bohum^'dieeter* 
nal receptacle of the tnoft degant fumitiEre of the 
emigrants, frequented by brokers aiid intHguers, 
who were in the fecret of ^e fabricaticHor of affig> 
nats, that is to fay, that of the total of thek pro- 
grefiive emBHonj who monopolized the mailer- 
pieces of art of ineftimable price, frnr heaps of pa- 
per without value, and who fold them again for 
great fums qf money to contraSors, who, hereto- 
fore lacqueys of the anti-chamber, or flail-boys, 
now lleep on beds of down. Such are the fports 
of fortune ! 1 have been a^Tured that Scipio’s 
buckler, fold for 6fteen hundred livres, had be- 
come the prey of a goldfrnith : this, however, 
was not the cafe, but was on the point of being 
fb* < 

I ihall fpeak in another place (^houfes of com- 
merce, of thofe counting-houfes of publicans, 
which are true fchools of roguery j of thofe per- 
petual fates and relates, where fherifis* officers play 
a double part, where the gOods which feem to 
pafr from hand to hdnd remain always in the fame, 
and augment in yalne in prqpoftion to the over- 
throw of private fr}rtunes. The money-jdbbers 
had no need of having thdr cupidity liimulfited 
by all the accidents Hevolution^ but they 
have become fo impudenfif have affiimed au die- 
tion fo ffivage, a cartoudiia^ moniUtyfh decided, 
that if ibbeettrious tuhelnTj, pair^vd ,to,ob- 
ferve them. 

I can 
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I can certify, that houfes are trafficked for as 
fugar-loaves in the time of affignatsj they are 
boughf for fifteen days, and then refold always 
with a premium. They never make any repairs, 
but each 'new proprietor, by augmenting their 
rent, vexes the tenants, and treats them cavalier- 
ly. Never were conquerors more inexorable to- 
wards a conquered people: They make them 
underftand with fiifficient oftentation and haugh- 
tinefs who is proprietor, and it matters little to 
them whether the wall is ready to tumble from 
decay, or the roof be open to the day j they pay 
no' attention except to their cellars, which they 
fill with thirty forts of wine, on which they make 
frelh fpeculations. 

‘ To thofe who have fuffered by the Revolu- 
tion, nothing remains but the hope of making it 
up at the peace j others wait for fome favourable 
chance, and figh after banks ; many regret the 
affignats, which gave every mercantile obje£t a 
bHlk circulation. A great number defired, and 
the wifli ia^almofi; general,^ thb re-eilablilhment of 
a lottery, an eftablifhment ablblutely necefiary, 
and which 'Would adopted if ‘the moft cub 
pable foil/ did not ftill blind ^y^ith refpe£t to 
the difafiers.of direS tax$8i»* fitc nardefi,' moil dif- 
aftrous, and moil; anthrclpublican of any. The 
Council of Blders, whb^^im themfelves on their 
wiCdoiD, haw r«g9<8:edoVeiy plan of t lottery. We 
• ndgb#fay--r 

, Avant de tant jiiger, spprends it tout connoltre. 



KEW PljETURE Of RARI9. 409 

I (hall always dwell on the indire£l tax of a 
national lottery, which (hall not however be that 
known under thd name of loto. 

Is money theft become a more privileged. arti- 
cle than the life of men, their repofe, their trou- 
bles, or their fatigues f A formal requifition con- 
firains every man to the fervice of the flate, ^d 
oppofes a youthful population to the dangers of 
the war, while the overplus of money mull not 
be dire£led towards the public treafuiy. Ava- 
rice every day rids itfelf of the payment of taxes, 
keeps its treafures hid, and accumulates to the 
detriment of the Hate the riches w^ich it with- 
draws from circidation, or which it employs in 
the deftru£lion'6f credit j and may not the govern- 
ment, by prefen ting it with, favourable chances, 
by a productive fpeculation, ;draw out from the 
earth, or the llrong cheft, a part of that wealth 
which is wanting for the vital motion? 

Ought we, it may be anfwered, to take from 
the poor, from the unfortunate, their lall farthing ? 
Alas! miilaken mbraliil^^ why rob him of hope? 
Befides, it is not the poor man who feeds the 
wheels of fortjine ; if he puts into, the lottery, it 
is but.. a very fmalfcfum, iris the ferthing .which 
he wbftld otherwife throw away , in cabarets to 
poifoh himfelf. with ’ bad wfine, which difti^bs 
:hi9 realbn^ and lead* hiih^'; into e;£^efles it is 
the; farthing which he' would' give .10 /fbrtune- 
' tellers, to mountebanks, and impoftors.' .'The rich 

only 
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only hazard confidetRble fums. Y ou lament over 
the inhabitants of the country ! , You are igno- 
rant, tht“n, what treafures they are heaping up, 
that they have buried the’ coin which they amalTed 
with fuch difgufting cupidity, and that they 
would hsLve fold a radiih for half-a-crown.' It is 
the remorfelefs farmer^ the hard tradefinan, and 
griping ufurer, who endeavour to add to their ifn^ 
menfe gain the benefit which chance or fortune 
promife them.— >iV^«20 A0» 

Aik the tax-gatherers i they will tdl you, that 
the mifer in tatters, fearing for bis dear trea- 
fure, or after having formed his calculation, who 
brings by night his faCk, and drags forth the caih 
which the earth or a wall would have bmried to 
the hour of his death. We have never yet been 
folicitous to calculate what mrarice, powerfully 
excited, might give back to the gener# ftock ; 
and though it fliould be difappointed; would not 
this difappointment be a juft piunifhment for its 
long infenfibility? Thofe. who ftarve. us, who 
harafs us,~who commit d oamher of httle crimes 
to enrich' themfelyes, if there.be a key to open 
their dark coffers, would it not- be . to make 
ufeof it? Let it not be aij[Q,'^ihkt lottepes 
tender ndthki^ of the fums rprave. 

Money is the produce o^Jkjciufi. but he who 
loves his :ii forced to a fecond laboiur. 

Now it |s[ d^rtaint that dwre are at prefent too 

, ' 14 ^ '' ' jf. * 

inany icIEe l^ds. The overflow of. dahlf (hows 

■ are 
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are evidences of this obfervation. ; This money, 
fo precious to the fubiiftehce; of the poor, and 
which would returm.to him by way of Idttery, is 
expended for comedians and fingers of ev^colour 
and dercription,fi’omGaFat,i;ivhQ drinksgoldasiong 
as he can draw his breath, td Madame Angot, who 
on the Boulevards, would puipp in all the copper 
in Sweden^ Muficians, mountebanks, rope-dan- 
cers, all thefe idle profefiions, often dangerous, 
are fupporled by the people, and they muft not 
be fuffered to expend a few pence to enjoy at 
leaft fome agreeable dreams. Break then the^ 
fpring which winds them up, and which, though 
they be jn pain, leads them to think they are at 
eafe. , . 

From what fingularity, what affefitation of mo- 
rality, do you make a vain difplay of erudition, 
to'^rove the pretended immorality of an efiablifii- 
ment which at leaft is but, a fpecies of luxury, 
like diamonds, theatres, dances, and balls? Of 
what confequence to you is it how men fpend 
their money, which they will otherwife fpend 
every day for founds, geftures, nnd jumping? 


CHAP. * 
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CHAP. C. 

FRATERHITlf. 

Ikdigkant at the proftitution which was 
made of the foothing word of fraternity, Champ- 
fart tranflated the infcription traced on all our 
walls : “ Brotherhood or death f in this manner j 

** Be my brother , or I kill ym^ He faid, " the fra-, 
iernity of thofe people is that of Cain and Abel'* 
The words or deatky have Cnee been effaced. 


CHAP. 01. 

. MOTHBRS'JWHO SVCKI.E THEIR CHILDREK. 

If we are daily employed in tracing the dif. 
treffing feenes of ovuf Revoluti 9 n, why Ihonld we 
not fpeak of a fight at leaft i^folipg, and which 
is continually before our ^ynS^^that of the multU 
tudes of children fuckled^hy their mothers. 
Wherever I turn my e/e^ children in the 
arms of women, and men themfelves carry about, 
thefe innocent creatures. There is np fpot of 
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grafs, no walk, no public place, which does b6t 
fwarm with children of every age. Here you fee 
youth drawing in a multitude of little carts, in* 
fancy in peaceful flumber ; your Heps axe eroded 
by thefe little equipages, but you do not mur- 
mur, you are not offended, becaUfe you are am- 
ply rewarded for the delay by the foft fmile of all 
thefe lovely and innocent beings. They furround 
you, they prefs your knees, you put them gently 
by, in order to purfue your way. There, the lit- 
tle girl of ten years old a£ls the gouvemante, re- 
gulates the condu£t of her lifters and coulins, and 
nothing is more interefting than to contemplate the 
fubordination which reigns amongft ages which 
we confound with that which we have reached 
ourfelves. Never in any city, at any time of my 
life, did ever fo great a number of children meet 
my looks. Maternity has becoiie a pleafure, 
for our French women all fuckle, ail pique them- 
felves on being mothers, and all feel that the only 
good nurfe is the true mother. 

Maternity is fo much in efteem, that its func- 
tions, lilence every idle remark which malice or 
llaiider can invent. The fex is juftified for all 
its weaknefs, when it a£ls the careful and atten- 
tive nurfe. The youngeft are thofe who inilpire 
moft refpefil, lb much do the duties of nslture, 
when they are accomplilhed, impofe filence on 
the babble df out empty morallfts. not nature 
already an enormous ufurer 'towards ■» weak fex? 

3 and 
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and if the woman did not find in the charms and 
csurefles of a child, not a reward, Init anindemnity 
for her pains, the generation (^beings wotdd be 
foon exhaofted. 

It feems, that all the fouls wlm flown to 
the frontier for the defence of the country, are 
re-entered to'animate new bodies, and form a fo« 
cus-of republicans, who will enjoy the labours 
and facrifices of their anceftors. 

Infants more carefully attended, more free in 
their motions, and no longer under the rod, dis- 
play a charaQer of joy and independence which 
charms the obferver. The rod has difappeared 
together with the tribe of grofs and venal nurfes, 
their little faults ari corre^ed by a word, and it 
is in this manner that we ought to accuftom infan- 
cy to be governed only by words. 

. liook at thefe young pupils: at fome future 
day our errors, our faults, and our misfortunes, 
will furniih them with fubjefls of converfation j 
they will be our judges, and the true hiftory of 
our calamiti^iB and of our greatnefs will fill their 
mouths. , , 

11^' little imperious charaflers already. decide, 
and afiun^. a tone of repubfoan independence. 
The (hades are perceptible ,fer. j'ear to yearj 
and lefs tornv^ted by^ pedago^UiM, they are un- 
reftrained in their amufements } their, motio^^^ 
which more free, ane becmne alfo more grace- 

. fid; 
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fulj they will lie better than us, becaufe they 
have been iiappier in'their ciradles.’ 

In Ihort, the number of children is fi> great, 
that in certain walks il furpaflesthat of grbwn-up 
perfons*. delicious fight, which , evinces 

the wifdom. of regenerating nature, can never 
weary. If fuch be the fruit of the Revolution (as 
no one can doubt), it forms alfo a fcene fo afFefit- 
ing, that it may ferve to foften the dark colours 
of the pifture of our paft difafters. But-wdiy muft 
it be an eternal law of nature, that good muft arife 
from the fource of evil, and that it ftiould flow only 
from thence? 1 dare not harbour fuch a thought, 
it would corrupt that fentiment of joy which di- 
lates my heart at feeing a new generation fpringing 
up, which referable the fwarm of bees iffuing from 
the flanks of the bull of Ariftxus ; and we, like 
the inftrument of fome invifible and powerful arm, 
muft only tranfiently glide over that path of peace 
and^ glory which is the lot of man, as hiftory 
prov^, at the end of great movements and the 
overthrow of empires; ■ \ 

Of ten children, I reckoned eight wfao^had light hair; the 
children of the north are conllantlj more numerous in our com* 
mune. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Cit 

SAMSON. 

This man is the public executioner. Voltaire 
has faid, that it was the executioner who ought 
to write the hiftory of the Englifti. We might 
fay the fame of Samfon, it is he who Ihould write 
that of the reign of terror. 

What a man this Samfon is. Perfe£tly impaf 
fible, he and the inftrument of punilhment were 
one and the fame thing. He has cut off the head 
of the moft powerful monarch in Europe, that of 
his wife, that of Briffot, that of Couthon, of lead* 
ers of every party, and all with the fame compo- 
fure : he has made the mingled blood of princes, 
Jegiflators, plebeians, pbilofophers, flow in <006 
ffream. We call a gaoler an animal boH^ we may 
call Samfon the guillotine hatcht. He fells the 
head that is brought him, no matter whofe. What 
an inflrument!^ what a man! He .ought to be 
afraid to ^ Pari^* : . . , . . 

What dbes he fay? What c*bes he, think? 
Does. he reflect on ..having' put to death all, the 
chiefs of every opppfite party } Charlotte Corday, 
and. Fouquier Tinville, l^e wife of Roland, and 
Henriot. 


1 fliould 
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I Hiould like to know what pafles in his mind^ 
and if he confiders his terrible functions only as a 
trade. The more I think on this man, ihe pre- 
fident of the great maflfacre of the human race, 
felling crowned heads, as well as that of the pur- 
eft republican with the fame indifference, the 
more my ideas are confounded. 

I have feen the young girl at the eve of her 
marriage brave death with more fang froid than 
the famous D’Eftaing, who had filled Europe 
with the glorious recitals of his courage and intre- 
pidity. How does Samfon lleep after having 
received the laft words or the laft looks of thofe 
detruncated heads? In truth, I fliould like to be 
in the foul of this man for a few hours ; I (hould 
perhaps furprize fome ideas which are unknown 
to me. He has feen the favage Danton die in- 
toxicated, whofe decrees all fmelt of wine ; he 
has feen Robefpierre and his detcftable fatellites 
in their laft moments tremble, grow pale, and 
fvveat with that terror with which they had frozen 
the French. He would have cut off the head of 
Condorcct as well as ’Marat. What a lingular 
ma'n ! and his cxiftence is not a problem ! 

He has heard thouftinds of women fiEi^es ap- 
plaud with infernal fliouts this horrible'tijl^luge of 
blood.* He fleeps, they fay, and he may indeed, 
for it is very po,flible that his confcience is in per- 
fert trari'qtiilUty. 

VOL. i. Ee The 
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The guillotine has remedied his confcience, as 
making an integral part with it. No one ever 
thought of condemning to the flames, the rolling 
plank which placed the , victims under the fatal 
knife. It is true that, Samfon wa> not like the 
executor of juftice of . Nantes, at one and the 
fame time, executioner, prefident of the popular 
fociety, and witnefe fuborned to give evidence 
againft the prifoners. No one, as at Nantes, con- 
tended for the honour of having ihim for a fon-in- 
lavv. We did not' fee, as at Nantes, perfons of 
every rank and condition accoil him with a caref- 
fing air, and profs his bloody hands in a friendly 
manner; and the Parifian women did not wear in 
their ears, as a great many women of Nantes, 
guillotines o^ gold. 

He received, it isfaid, excufes from the Queen, 
when on the fcaflFold:^,flie had undefignedly trod 
on his toe. What did he think, at that time? He 
was for a long time paid with the money of the 
royal treafury. What. a man is this Samfon! he 
comes and goes like any other man, he is fome- 
times at the theatre of the V^udevillp he laughs, 
he Ipbks at me ; my head has efcaped him ; he 
' knows iHKhing about it; and as .ft is a thing quite 
indiflFerai||.to him, 1 am i^earied of obferv- 
ing that' carelelTnefs'^^ith which he has fent to 
the other world a ^wd of men dr the firft as 
well as laft raiik.^ He would :.begb again if — — 
and why not.? . ..Is it not his fri^de ? ■ ' 

.. ' When 
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When the carts with thefe numberlefs viftims 
were dragged by three or four harridans, how 
was it that in the fpace of fourteen months there 
were not found forty determined men to pierce 
their flanks, and give that great flgnal of courage 
fitted to awaken it, in the fouls of their fellow- 
citizens? But no; all the brave were dead, or at 
the armies ; and the terror was fuch, that if one 
had faid to an individual, “ At fuch an hour 
“ the cart will pafs before thy houfe, thou muft 
“ defcend and place thyfelf in it the individual 
would have waited for the cart, would hRVe dc« 
fcendcd his flair-cafe, and taken his place. 


CHAP. cm. 

NATION. 

> 

It was formerly only a Ample term of geo- 
graphy, or of the rhetorician who wiflicd to fwell 
his flyle. You will never find the pen of the 
writers of the age of Louis the XIVtb,ttfipg* the 
words, intereft of the nation — The of the 

natioH-^Thtreafuretfthenatmth&cax&ia. faS there 
pxifled no IW// 0 W. Fratjce wds only a vaft park 
of flieep, which he who made himfelf mafler.might 
(hear or fell; for fuch tikts his pleafure. 


Ee 2 


CHAP. 



420 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS- 


C»AP. CIV. 

SAN8 CUEOTTES. 

4 

We are in general ignorant of the origin of this 
word. It is this : The poet Gilbert, perhaps thi 
nioft excellent verfifierafter Boilcau, was very poor, 
lie had trimmed (bme philofophcrs in one of his 
fatires} an authorj who was delirous of paying his 
court, in order to be of jthe academy, yvrote a lit- 
tle fatirical piece, which he called the Sans Cu- 
lotte. GilJ[)ert was rallied on it, and the rich rea- 
dily adopted this denomination againfl; all authors 
who were not elegantly dreffed. 

At the time of the Revolution, they remem- 
bered the term, adopted it, and employed it as 
an invincible Ipear againll all thofe whofe writ- 
ings or difeourfes tended to a great or fpeedy re- 
form. , 

They thought it an excellent joke, and that 
they mi^ht laugh at it as they |Jid twenty years 
ago } b^tx^Iiticians are more ^invulnerable than 
poets, and they took with a good grace the title 
whic^ was given them. I was inferibed on the 
fir^Jift of f^ns-culQttes, at which I only laughed, 
thefc 'gr|ituito^s imults, jgtd the infoicnt tone 

familiar 
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llitniliar to gilded drawing*rooms, irritated certain 
minds, and led them to invent and detail, with- 
out referve, the term of arijlocrate. 

All this took place before the Revolution. 
Who would have thought that republicans would 
have adopted this term, and made it a point of 
rallying ? 

It was certainly in order to annex contempt, ^ 
hatred, and execration, to the word, to the idea of 
republic, to the quality of republican, to the only 
government which can be avowed by realbn, juf- 
tice, and focial rcafon j it was to render the natural 
rights of liberty and equality dcteftable and ridi- 
culous, that the . Jacobins imagined and put in 
vogue the ignoble fans-culottifme.VA\d. the fans-cu- 
lotttde fetes. 

I make no doilbt'but fome day, thofe years in 
which fuch fetes have been 'celebrated, will be 
ftruck out of the number of republican years. I 
truft that’ the republic will date from the confti- 
tution of the third year, and that it will be im- , 
pofliblc for reafon, or a new race, to confider 
them olherwife. Why fliould thofe ^ears of de- 
teftable anarchy ufurp a title, againft' which the 
avenging cry of humanity will rife in judgment 
by the iron pen of.m(tory. 

- „ 'WTiat, the republic exifted under the ^oke of 
tcrrorifin, and when the abiurd rapacity W. the 
Agrarian law was preached' to tho'iteople ! 
What ! w'ere thofe piocoufuls, who have carried 

fire 
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£re and :flame, devaftation and death, throughout 
France, republicans 1 Were the laws of our de- 
cemvirs republican laws ! — the exercife of every 
horrible crime a republican government ! 

Our pofterity, more juft and more wife, will 
never date the aera of ^ur regeneration from any 
sOther moment than that in which the conftitu- 
iional laws exercifed their happy empire. 

Airtongft thofe ufurpers of the glorious title ol 
republican, there is not a finglc one who would 
not have afeended the throne of the mob, and 
there they would have fat, though it had been 
garnifhed with pointed nails. I have feen even 
that mule of Auvergne, called Kpmme, willi to try 
it : Baboeuf wanted to replace Marat ; and if Ba- 
boBuf and his aflbeiates have been and are repub- 
licans, certainly I am not. 

What profanation of that facred word ! which 
foolifti and ferocious men have aflumed in order 
to delude the multitude, and thereby rendered 
credible the facerdotal cruelties of every age, and 
every country, as well as the reafonings of the 
moft abfurd theologians. They have made hu- 
man reafrni take a retro^de ftep j they are 
inorc'ov'«t guilty of a greater crime, of the almofl 
entire demoralization of a great, but alas, too 
credulous jieople. 

Sans-culottifme »ha$ conftantly followed the 
vagabclmi ftandayd of dnarchy •, and if the confti- 
tution fays that I inuft fign in the year in which I 

^ \>rite. 
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write, of the republic, I will fign it 

as I ought but I appeal to the juftice and con- 
fcicnce of pofterity, to reftify the ineiccufable 
error. 

The greater part of thofe Sans-culottes do not 
guefs even at what hiftory will fay of them j 
they, who think themfelvcs fo penetrating, and 
do not know that they have been puppets, dur- 
ing the greater part of the fittings of the National 
Convention j that their difpolition for power and 
rapine have been greedily fnatched at, in order 
to accomplilh the proje£ts which rolled above 
their heads, as the heavenly fpheres roll above 
the head of an ignorant favage. 

If hiftory, armed with its mirror and avenging 
pen, Ihould fey to them, whilft alive, “ You 
“ have been nothing but execrable puppets, 
“ moved by invifible wires !” cruihed under the 
weight of irrcfiftible evidence, where could they 
find caverns deep or dark enough, to bury the 
fliame of having committed fo many crimes, not 
for themfelves, but for a*kind of old Men of the 
Mountain, who laughed at their harangues at the 
tribune, at their angei^ and their puerile pallons. 
And thefe Sans-ct|lotte puppets, thefe madmfn 
of a new kind, have multiplied amongft us; 
Hfiey have faid, that there were none that knew 
how to govern but themfelves; but man is a vafe 
full of good or corrupted liquor, whofe good or 

bad 



424 NEW PICTURE OP PARIS* 

bad odour ia diffufed around ; nothing has been 
diffiifed from Saiis>culottifm but a feftionary war 
of words* 


CHAP. C. 

UKPEIFV. 

O PARISIANS! I have feen you fince 

the Revolution parade through your ftreets, in 
pomp, the bufts of many illuftrious perfonages, 
on whom you have lavifljed your adorations ; 1 
have feen you bear to a temple the afhes of fome 
amongll them, whom you conGdered as gods I 
a moment came, and you immediately mdeified 
them. O Parifians ! 


CHAP. 
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r CHAP. CVL 
fa^ek.ix’s«i.AVTine» 

% 

The monfters devoured one another j they 
'took arms again/t each other with the inftrument 
with which they ftruck at innocence j and they 
have done themfelves juftice. Humanity and 
liberty have no tears to Hied over the annihi- 
lation. 

Fabre d’Eglantine is of that number, he was 
the promoter of the infamous revolutionary re- 
gime, and its panegyrifts} he was tire friend, 
companion, counfellor of thofe murderous pro- 
confuls, who carried fire and fword', devafiation 
and death, throughout France. Why to 
regret thefe fubaltem ruffians, who would only 
have excited contempt, if tyranny in ftriking them 
for its private views, bad not awakened a kind of 
intereft in their favour? 

That Mountap, or rather as I called It from 
the firft day I fat within the walls, that erattr, 
which has vomited out alt, the blaming lavas of 
i^fffiranc&and crime, had^two fummits, equally 
odious to every friend of ^hclr country, and of 
public liberty. 

As 
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As for myfelf, who have followed the ftandard 
neither of Marius nor Sylla, alike in oppolition 
to thole chiefs who havie conftantly laboured for 
their own elevation, and never for. the republic, 
it is as a republican that 1 deteA: their dema* 
gogical principles. 

. I will no£ examine whether or not the hands of 
Fabre d’Eglantine were fullied with dilapidations. 
1 know that he was a promoter of. aflallinations, 
aQ4 1 accufe him as fuch before pofterity. 

■ As a poet, he had talents. The Philinthe of 
Moliere is an excellent comedy. It is to be re- 
marked, that Roniin Ivas alfo a writer of plays, 
but of bad ones ; that PubuilTon was a very ob- 
feure • dramatic poetj that Grammont was a 
' player j that Collot d’Herbois, a player, was alfo 
a dramatic writer; that .he had even made a piece 
in honour of the portrait gf Monfieur. It is re- 
markable, that feveral players were accompliflied 
a£iors in that hideous anafiAiy, which has inun- 
dated our comitry with biooid, which has trans- 
formed Frenchmen into ioilruments of crimes, or 
into cowardly fpeftatofs'of the moft horrible atro- 
cities. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. evil. 

MOSES. 

Ukder the old regime, it was the reigning 
mode in France which extended its empire over 
all the nations of Europe. At prefent, when our 
women wear cockades among^ their ornaments, 
and that we read on pots of rouge. Vegetal Na- 
tional-, inftead of la mode, we fay lemode. A 
mode of government, to fix a mode , for the col- 
lefting a tax. Mode, then, fignifies fyftem, method. 


CHAP. CVIII. 

PENUNCIATlOlir. 

V 

V 

lY was a trade during the Revolution, autho* 
rized by a law of the Jacobins, and was more 
. horrible- perhaps than murder; it killed the na- 
tional chara£ter, at lead in cities ; jit engendered 
hatred, perfidy, refentments, jealoufies, and the 
ties of families were broken for a long time.’' 

They ' 
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They found a crowd of denunciators, becaufc 
they taught* villains a mdft terrible fecretj I meqn 
the art of gaining the money of property' of ano- 
ther, by telling a lie, or making a falfe report. 

Were the denunciator even impartial, he fees 
all men in a falfe light, when he expefits a re- 
ward for beholding them priminals. Thus a fa- 
miliar of the inqu’^don. Rcetifes him who'lets his 
rofary fall, as guilty of faerilege. The fpy of the 
Jatpbins was not lefs ' atrocious in his accu- 
fationi. ‘ ; 

Tlie afferaibly ^ the Jacobins was a hell upon 
earth, it w’as compofed in part of women of the 
mob ; who were fo many furies, refembling fer- 
peiits, hiffing inftead of fpeaking, and fpeaking 
only to' make 'wounds WithTtheif forked tongues. 

What a^ntl||^u^ p^i^tilly- ftimiilated the 

patriotifm of thefe denuhciatc^s r*:^* Ad ^gnat 

of fiv*e*livfes. 

Hdw much evil has this execrable engine oc- 
cafioncd, fd'gain five livfes a-day ! thofe hideous 
Me^ras- had renounced every fenf^fii^f -of na- 
ture. ‘ ' ■ • " " ■ ■ ■'* 

. It vvas*'th^^}'Who, giving the ^g^'tb all the 
mobbhh trite, and threatening''others wsith^hc 
anger of ihe^riibbbifli chiefs, eftulijifhed the per- 
manence of the fcaffold,: It was they'^-'ho aj>- 
plauded the daily maflacres, who received two 
huhi^ed livfes for each denunciation; while 
others, fnorc fubtle, difcovered your fecrets, and 

repairing 
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repairing to Robefpierre, mingled the \vormwood 
of their own difpolitions with the gall of the moft 
atrocious of men. . • 

It was at the Amars, the Fouquier Tinvilles, 
the Robert Lindets, that, they paid their jdeared 
vifits. 


CHAP. CIX. 

GIRL. 

To have a girl fignifies,in the di£lionarIes of all* 
nations, to be the father of a child of the femU 
nine fex ; to have a woman, fignifies having mar- 
ried an individual of the fame fex. 

In France, thefe words girly and tvomatt, have 
not the feme fignification in the dictionary of gal- 
lantry. I could cite an hundred examples but 
one will fuffice. 

A young man was accufed of loving gir/s ex- 
travagantly i there were feveral married women 
prefent, with whom fuch an accufation. might 
have injured him. One of his friends who was 
thei-e, aolwered, " Exaggeration !- malignity 1 he 
“ has women alfo.” 


CHAP. 



430 


HBW PICtVRB OF PARIS. 


CHAP. CX. 

TAPPE-DURS. 

This was the name given to a company of 
cut-throats, armed with knotted fticks, to which 
they gave, by way of derifion, the name of conjlt- 
mioK. Their place of rendezvous was in a coffee- 
houfe near the Italian theatre, kept by one Chre- 
tien, juryman of the Revolutionary Tribunal. 
They were continually parading 'in the Palais 
Royal ; infulting the paffengers, and arrefting 
4hofe who would not fubmit to their infults. 
JanilTarics of the Committee of General Surety, 
when that committee had need of any commo- 
tion, of any diforder,^ to ferve as a pretext for 
atrocious meafurcs, called bktar'j it was the 
tappe-durs who were commifliooed to excite 
them. 

They walked about, their heads erefl, with 
menaces in their mouths, and the lo6ks of affaf- 
fins j they extolled only a few of the moft exag- 
gerated of the Jacobins, and devoted all the 
others to the fcaffbld. It was tAily painful for 
an honeft man to fee thefe bands of w/;etclies: 
Every eye ihrunk froi^ their favage lookj they* 
fpolce only of arreft, and of putting to death the 
fiifpeSkd. 


Thpir 
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llieif infolence marked t|ie dimax of the ex- 
travagance and barbarity or^neft. ^ It was in fee- 
ing and hearing them that we gave credit to the 
fyftem of extermination^ fo Infernal were thefar 
words ; authors of fo many crimes^ they called 
themfelves patriots par excellence, the friends of 
liberty and jufiice, and the true founders of the 
republic. What a republic ! Good heaisen I 
built on corpfeS} tombs, and wrecks, with only 
nthcifts, robbers, and affafTins for rulers and fub- 
je£ls, 

Such a fyftem appeared incredible to thofe, 
who, diftant from ’Ae events that were palhng, 
were difpofed to believe that the pi^ure was 
overcharged ; but it is foothing at leaft to reflect, 
that thefe evils are paft, and that a legal govern- 
ment, feated on its bafts, feems, by its force and 
authority, to have reftored humanity and reafon 
to their rights. 

At the time of the re-a8ion of Praircal, royal- 
ifm, which difguifed itfclf in pantaloons and 
wooden fhpes, took thefe UHf^e^m into its pay : 
they changed ^heir language, but not their fero- 
city. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXI. 

SANGUINOCRAT^. 

There was a time in which neither the re- 
clamations of the rights of man^ nor the plaintive 
voice of nature, found any fympathiling heart ; 
they only ferved to provoke the hatred and 
wrath of the Sauguinocrates, who had feized on 
the government. 


CHAP. CXII. 

FALSE ASSIGNATS. 

• 

Our cncmiea.vt^re defirous of jn^king the 
counter-revolution by falfe ailignats, on the fide 
of Switzerland and Mount Blanc ; the Swifs lent 
their alhlVance'in a njoft admirable manner, they 
I’cre introduced by millions •, thiy were fhrown 
even by packets, Into the inns, and in /c;«sral 
places good were refufed in payment, from 
fear of ffedei^ing bad j the gneateft part came to 
ns from' 


It 
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It is fcarcely to be imagined how much intel- 
ligence and talent were employed in thefe per- 
fidious manoeuvres. Monjieur'^ bookfeller, named 
Guillot, was the firft maker of falfe affignats, who 
was puniihed. I have great reafon to think that 
he was in intelligence with perfonages of the 
higheft rank. 

Makers of falfe aifignats, and robbers, met in 
the fame prifon j but I do not know whether 
the former made a line of feparation, and kept 
themfelves aloof. They we^e commonly young 
fpendthrifts, who edrinefted themfelves with en- 
gravers. One is the bearer of the falfe affignats, 
another has only a Angle one, fo that, if he is 
caught in paffing it, the law may have no hold 
on him ; when he has fucceeded; his comrade 
gives him another, and fo bn. 

The crime of forgery is become common, and 
is multiplied in eveiy lyayj public documents 
have been altered, and even lottery tickets. The 
civil and criminal tribunals are fully occupied 
with this kind of crime. The imagination ex-, , 
haufts itfelf in" contriving the moft daring and 
impudent plans of fwindlers j intrigue, for feven. . 
years paft, has played the ,iii:A has 

fpread its n^ts on every fide. . . 

TKr^^effioh of intriguer and fwindler is fp;.^ 
general, that it forms a numerpus clafsj having : 
its conrieftions, cuftoms, and habits. If you are 
not in the fecret, you will be deceived in every 

VOL. X. F f thing, 
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thing, and I pity the ftranger who lands at the 
Caffe e de FaloiSj de Foy, de Chartres, or la Rotonde, 
he fees nothing which is before his eyes, nor dif- 
ting nifties between the phyfiognomy of a capa- 
talift, and that of a knave. 

Danton, deputy to the Convention for Paris, 
overwhelmed- with debt, after having been ftruck 
off the roll of attornies^ became a broker, and 
gave the ftgnal to every knave of this clafs to deal 
in wholefale, and without timidity j he had al- 
ready provided for the abolition of the arrcft for 
debt. It was a day of triumph for all the party j 
reckoning from this day, Danton was confidered 
as a man of vaft conceptions ; it was even faid, 
that for eloquence he would make the fccond 
volume of Mirabeau. Qnaque ipfe mijerrima vidi. 
Knaves have always had a fwelling ftyle, and was 
there not enough to laugh at and weep at the 
fame time, when a blind multitude, deceived 
with refpeft to their wickednefs, gave them cre- 
dit for profound underftanding? 

Falfe aftigna'ts^’did fcarcely any harm to the na- 
tion, on account ‘of their fmall number, com- 
pared alfo \yith the immenfe quantity which the 
Committee of Finances had fabricated, and the 
inconceivable* rapidity wiili which it preceded 
every other fabrication. ‘ 


CH^U’ 



NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


43 d 


CHAP. CXIir. 

THEOPHAOE. 

This is the name which is at prefent given to 
thofe, who, with a najMtin tucked under their 
chin, and on their, knees before a prieft, receive 
from his fingers, into their mouth, a little wafer 
of pafte with which you feal letters. 


CHAP. CXIV. 

ROKfAN PRIB^ 

' I MET yeftcrday, near theTuilleries, a prieft, 
bue of my friends ; he was in the national uni* 
form: here is our converfation, word for word. 
Prieft . — ** I mount guard .to-day, . (Ibewing his 
cartouch-box) : but yoii will ttot gusi^ jyhat I 
have in this.” I . — ** Projbably cartridges.” 

Priefiv^** Something better than . that.” . I. — 
“ Faith, I conceive nothing belter than cartridge^ 
« at this moment/’ Prieft,—'* What I have 
“ there is for m<inient.” I. — ;** Is it {bme- 

8 “thing 
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“ thing that kills?” Pricft . — ** On the contrary) 
“ it is fomething which makes alive j it is the 
“ principle of all things.” I. — " The principle 
of all things in your cartridge-box j that is a 
little extraordinary.” Prieft. — “ It is never- 

“ thelefs true.” I. — Is it the truth of a prieft, 
" or a' foldier ?”• Prieft.-—" I own that it is a lit- 
" tie the truth of a prieft.” I. — " In that cafe, 
e4pli®ih yourfelf more ftearly. Let us fee what 
**?^yftery your cartridge-box contains.” Prieft. 
— It is in reality a great myftery. It is the ion 
" Dteu* I. — The Dim !" Prieft . — ** Yes, 
the hu Dim. I am going to tell you about it. 
" I was at the Corps de garde^ when I was fent 
" foV to carry it to one of the faithful, who. was 
** difpofed to 'take the great journey j and in or- 
" der to conform myfelf to a very wife arretit I 
" perfohned my function of prieft, in the drefs of 
" a citizen, whili|^or this particular miiHon it was 
“ not neceffary that I fhould wear any facerdotal 
garment. I own, alfo, that it is more convenient 
** and more decent to be clothed as a citizen 
“ foldier, than to go- in a drefs of a funeral malk, 
" to frighten a manat his laft moments, and make 
" Iittle"i:^ildren kneel down in the ftreets.” I. — 
" My friendji thy l^guage fmells already of thy 
" drefs.’ I forgive thee for being a prieft. •^dieu!” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXV. 

KUAIELB. ‘ 

The howling moh. Hats— -no j I am nlif- 
taken-^— — red caps are thrown up in the hur,‘ 
The words, cafnage, blood, death, vengeance i , this 
a, b, c, of the Jacobin idiom, is repeated, oietfi 
hurled from neighbour to neighbour, by the 
Jluaille, 

The Huaillc reigned for near fifteen months, 
and dcfpotized the city j for to defpotife, that is 
to fay, in little as well as great, in a family as in 
a kingdom, is to be foie mafter when we can, 
and when we cannot, to aflbciate with fubaltern 
defpots, who in their turn exercife an arbitraiy 
power, to make thofe tremble by whom it has 
been heftowed. 


CHAP. 
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• CHAP. CXVI. 

SACRED ORDERS. 

This was the name formerly given to certain 
ecclefiaftical decrees, as the tonfurey the Jubdeaconryy 
the deaconry, the prieftJwody which were granted by 
bifhop% furrounded with religious pomp, to all 
thofe, who, in order to want nothing, renounced 
every thing, by incorporating themfelves with the 
church. 

A prelate was aflced, if, fince the Revolution, 
he (hould continue to ordain ecclefiafticks ac- 
cording to fhe new decrees? — " iVo, truly y my 
** firineiples!. , . .My duty !. , . .My confcience . 
“ Eh bieiil Monfeigneur,they will fujifirefs your pen- 

" Supprefs my penfion! that h a little too. bold.” 
An old domeftic was prefent at this dialogue. 
Monfeigneur, as vj-as cuftomary, ojved him feveral 

years’ Wages. - 

^ HHua! Is it foy Siri will.^ey fupprefsMon- 
** fetgneur'sptHfion !^...and my vSoges Your 

'**' wages th^ ‘will go . with the petiJtt^T* 

** ly-r-n H / he ptall ordain — You Jhall ordain, Mon-. 
**'fidgsettri you _fiall ordain !” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CVH. 

FARCE, 

ENTITLED, THE LAST JUDGMENT OF KINGS.. 

A EiECE of an original kind, which' was a£ied 
with the greateft fuccefs on the theatre of .the 
city. You beheld all the monarchs of Europe 
in their refpe£tive dreffes, amufing the fpeftatcrs 
with their fceptres and their crowns j they dif- 
puted, fought, when a republican comes, and 
fets them all to .rights. After having muzzled 
them, he makes them dance like bears. One 
might have fuppofed that the author had paro- 
died that happy verfe in the Mechant. 

“ Les rois font ici bas pour nos menus plaifirs.” 

The piece offered fome humorous, points, and 
was much followed but fo (hort a fpace of time 
had followed between the profound refpeft, and 
the merry mjrth of the populace, that, we might 
have exclaimed, “ If the exempt of the police 

IhoCfld come in, he will fend tljofe people tq 
“ the Baftille.’’ . 

Many dramas of nearly the fame kin^ fonri^ 
amufement for the Parihan. Bu events becam]^ 

■ ■ 
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at the fame time fo fingular and fo terrible, that 
theatrical fiction was far from attaining hiftorical 


CHAP. GXVIir. 

ACTIVE CITIZEN. 

After, a decree of the National Affembly, i 
was neceffary to be an aSihe citizen that is to fay 
to poiTefs property, to have a right of voting ii 
the Primary Affemblies j fo that Socrates, Corneille 
Jean Jacques Roitjfeau, if they had lived among! 
us, would have been excluded. 

• .We fee, therefore, that the adjeftive killed thi 
fubflantive ; alas 1 the true aRive citizens an 
thofe, who, by taking the Baftille and the Tuille 
lies, put an,, end to the indignities of a defpotica 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXIX, 

THE LITTLE CATO. 

On the appearance of the new calendar, ahd 
even before, it was who thould change their 
chriftian names for Roman fumames. As for 
Couthon, he derogated, and took a Greek name ; 
he called himfelf Ariftides-Couthon. All at the 
top or bottom of the Mountain decorated them> 
felves with the names of the great men of anti- 
quity 'y and that fo thoroughly put me out of all 
patience one day, that on fome difplay of new 
follies of their own growth, I exclaimed, with all 
my force, No, yon are not Romani ! The furious 
bell of Collot d’Herbois was rung over my head, 
and drowned fome other truths, which made 
them Ikip about like fo many wild goats. I own 
that I amufed myfelf infinitely on that d^y, when 
I had the pleafure of faying to Robefpierre, 
foaming with rage, and pale, " Hold thy* peace, 
" and hear me for once, for thou art ignorance 
“ perfonified j have you made; a pa£l with vic- 
“ tory? — No! — but we have made it with 
‘‘ death I— It is clear to all what you are%ivteU. 
« for.” 
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The great reputation of thefe Catos and 
Brotu0cs, having finiflied nearly iike that or 
i^racchus*Baba2uf» wc fliail dwell on that extra- 
vagant mania no longer than juft to recite tlie 
following little ftory. 

A child, baptized Cato, with whofe name his 
father had made him acquainted in reading forae 
. paige$‘ tp him of the Roman hiftory, had ftolen 
. into mother’s cabinet, where, in the joy of 
bis heart, he haftened to pillage a box of fweet- 
meats. His father enters, takes him in the 
and fays to him coolly, “ Caio would not have done 
“ that." The child alhamed, empties his pockets, 
and after having reftored it, threw himfelf at the 
knees of his father, who fays to him, " Cato, 
“ after having committed a theft,. would not Juive re-, 
dttced himfelf to the f motion of repairing it by an 
humiliating pfture-, rife.- 
This leffon was good, and I doubt not but the 
child, if he has any talents above the common, 
will think himfelf always furrounded by the 
ibade of Catp. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXX. 

PATRIOT OF 89 . 

It is he who at this epocha embraced the 
Revolutioh, Without prefent ambition, from love 
for his country, and from hatred to defpotifm 
and oppreiHon ; who has made the energy of his 
patriotifm confift in things and not in words; 
who, in the crifis of the Revolution, has never 
ceafed to love liberty and equality founded on 
juftice, which is its rule j who, pulhed on with 
the whole of France by the revolutionary-torrent, 
has neither provoked, nor ordered, nor protefted 
its devaftating crimes ; who. If he has fallen into 
errors, unhappily infeparable from humanity, has 
laboured eameftly to repair thofe which he has 
difeovered ; who has always afted in entire fub- 
miflion to the laws, and whofe mouth and hands 
have been preferved at all times pure, from falfe 
denunciations, vengeance, rapine, and l^ood. 





AJ^. 




CHAP. CXXi 


This letter is lingular and prophetic. I wi(h 
it to be read to all the inhabitants' of Paris, who 
wear the rail of the old regime ftill in their 
hearts ; for is it not lingular that the fame man 
calls me Monjieur in a letter, and Citizen in fo- 
ciety ? If this praftice continue, we lliall. have 
two forts of language, one for the ftreet, another 
for the houfe. It was with forae difficulty that 
the name of citizen eftablilhed itfelf ; and why 
is not this honourable name preferable to the 
wor j Monjieur ? 

Roulfeau, when he was in Switzerland, wrote 
to his friend Dupeyron, “ I have a furname, 
“ which I think 1 deferve better than ever : at 
“ Paris r was called Citizen ; give me this title 
" which is fo dear to me ; endeavour to propa- 
gate ity<and let thofe who love me never call 
me MmJieur-j but in fpeaking of me, theCitizeny 
“ and in writin?. Mv dear Citizen " 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXII. 

COUNTER-REVOLUTION. 

A NEW word, which appeared immediately 
after that of Revolution. It lignifies that coup de 
main, which, if it were poflible, would revive the 
allies of the laft of our tyrants ; a phoenix who 
would be called king — ^now a phoenix — reader, 
you comprehend me ! 


CHAP. CXXIil. 

J. J. ROUSSEAU AT THE TUILLERIES. 

Every feeling heart muft recolleft with plea* 
fure that autumnal evening, when the inha- 
bitants of Ermenonville brought to Paris ihe 
coffin of the author of Erriilius, under an arbour 
of Ihrubs and flowers. 

The air was calm, the flcy ferene ; a long cur- 
tain of purple veiled the fetting fun at tti^ hori- 
zon} a light breeze agitated aently the 
leaves. 

■■ 
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The founds of iimple and plaintive mullc were 
heard at a diftance. A crowd of citizens joined 
the proccffion. Every heart palpitated with 

joy- . . * 

The funeral car Entered with majeftic fo- 
lemhity. ' A numerous band of youth followed 
it in refpeftful filence. The fymphonift left a 
fliort interval between each air, in order that 
every one might recolleft, and join in the 
chorus. 

The favourite airs of The Man of Nature, were 
fung 5 thofe which the lover repeats every day to 
his miftrefs, the tender wife to the happy huf- 
band. 

It might have been faid, that angels defcend- 
ing to earth were come to tranfport him to hea- 
ven amidft their celeftial concerts. • 

The proceffion ftopt at the bafon which repre- 
fented the Ifle of Poplars. It received the tears 
of .the fpeflators ranged around, and above all 
thofe of the women j who thought of Julia, So- 
phia', and Warens, fo tenderly, fo cOnftantly be- 
loved by her adopted, fon. Every ejre was fixed 
on the coffin, laid on a platform, and covered 
yrith a blue cloth fown with ftars. 

The' glory of the great man pierced through 
the darknefs of death, he feemed flill to exift. 

. A tlMUfand flambeaux lighted this afFefting 
ceijentpny. Every' face was embelliflied with 
teare,'they offered the image, not of inconfolable 
3 grief 
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grief for the lofs of a friend, but of tbe . tranquil 
hope of one day feeing him return, . 

The obfequies were terminated by. the air, 
Dans ma cabane obfcure and every one withdrew, 
finging it in a plaintive tone. 
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